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V. An Account of a Pair of extraordinary
jamHorns found in Wapping fome Tears
fince,with a probable Account, whence they
came, and to what Animal they belonged.
By SirHans Sloane, ,
of the Royal Society, and of the College of

Fyhdas:

AJl Any Years fince; Mr, (who was a great
X V | Searcher after Curiofities, and gave Name to
a fort of Stuffs worn in Summer,) found a Pair of
extraordinary large and ftrangely ihaped Horns in
a Cellar, or Warehoufe, at Wapping, where they
had fuffered much by Worms and otherwife, being
eaten pretty deep on their Surfaces, in many Places.
They had lain there fo long, that when he bought
them, no body could inform him, either of the Coun-
try whence they came, or when, or how they had been
lodged there. Th™ey refembled in feveral things the
Horns of Goats, which made many People think,
that they had belonged to an Animal of that kind,
in all likelihood as large as the in A-
mertcais of its kind. The Royal Society being in-
formed of this matter, Mr* Hunt, their Operator at
that time, made adefign of them, on,which Dr. Hoot
read a Le&ure at a Meeting of the Society at Gre- 1
foamCollege. This Le&ure and the Defign, are, |
think, loft 5 but I remember, that he fufpe&ed them
to be the Horns of the Sukaty
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it, or Sucotdm,a very large and odd-fhaped Bead,

mentioned and figured by in his Voyages

and Travels to the Eaft Indies(a), where he gi
the following Defcription of it: is of the Btgnefs

of a large Ox,with a Snout like a two long rough

Ears, anda thick litfry Tail. The Eyes are placed up-

right in the Heart) quite different from other ;0N

the fide of the Head next to the Eyes ftand two long

Horns, or rather T e e t h ,not quitefo thick, as thofe o

Elephant. It feeds upon Herlage, and is hut feldom ta-
ken. Many People thereupon went to fee them at Mr.
Doylys, who was offered a confiderable Sum of Money
for them, but refufed it, and after a very fevere
Sicknefs, wherein | attended him, very much, as he
thought, to his Advantage, he made me a Prefcnt of
them.

They are both almoft {freight for a confiderablo
length, and then turning crooked, they run on tape-
ring towards a fmail and pretty fharp end. They are
not round, but comprefled and flattifli, and have large
tranfverfe @ Furrows on their Surfaces, waved
or undulated on their under parts. They differ feme
fmail matter in largenefs. Meafuring one [Fig. i J from
the great end, or 8A B, where it was fixed to the
Head, along the outward Circumference, I found the
length ACD to be fix Feet, fix Inches and a half, the
length by the Line B D was four Feet 1 Inches, the
Diameter of the Bafts A B was 6 { Inches and its Cir-
cumference one Foot five Inches. This weighed t
Pounds, io Ounces, and contained in the hollow part
exa&ly five quarts of Water. In the other fFig. z.] the
length of the outward Circumference AC D was fix
feet four inches, the Line BD four feet feven in-

fa) P.360. of the Enghfh Edition*
Gg* dies,
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dies, the Diameterof t h e ®&ven inches, and its
Circumference one foot fix inches. This weighed 21
pound, 13ounces and a half, and contain’d in the hollow
part 4 quarts and a pint, but would have held more,
if it had not been very much broke at the large end.
The Commander of an Merchant Ship
upon feeing them, told me, that he had feen fuch in
the Indies on a large Bufalds Head. | am inclined to
think, that they muft belong to a very large fort of
Bulls or Cows, who are Natives of / , and o-
ther of the midland Parts of and are mentioned
by many of the Ancients, perhaps not without fome
fabulous Additions, though, which is flrange, Very few
of the Modern Writers take any notice of them.
Joatharchides*, a Cnidtan who flourifhed about the
CL. Olympiadhnear 200 Years before Chrift, is the

firft

* This Agatharchides Ived in the time of
tor, and is mentioned by feveral of the Antients, as an Hiftorian,
and & Philofopher of the Se& of the Monfieur le
Clerc ( Hile | Medecine, p 387.) ranks him among
cians of that time, though that was not properly his Profefliori ¢
and the reafon he gives for-it is, becaufe he deferibed, in one of
his Books, a Diftempcr which had not been taken notice of by
Hippocrates,.nor any other Phyfician before him.  We are indebted

for this Particular to Plutarch (Sympofiak&n - Will 0)
who fays, upon the Authority of
bout themed Sea, amongfl many firanthey liak

are troubled with- a particularfortof Serpents,Jor Worms,) which breed in
the Leufnd Armswhere they fometimes eat their way through, foas to
fhew tkirHead; butupon touching are apt 'tojlidebdci,.andc
between the Interfiles of the Mufiles;occafilnfiamn
Plutarch alds, that this Diftemper (which appears plainly to be the
Guinea-Worm, or VimaMedeni of Arabian Writers, of which fee
Natural Hiftory of Jamaica, Vol. I.p. ittf.and Vol. Il. p.,,0 ,
and which is a Diftemper ftill fubfifting, as well among thole Very
Nations, of which AptharchiJe, freaks, as among the Negroes upod
and the Inhabitants of feveral Parts" <if

neitherbefore, nor
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firft among the Ancients, who mentions and defcribes
this large and voracious Bull * and it will appear by
what follows, that mod of the fubfequent Writers have
copied him. His Defcription of this Animal, in fome
Remains of his Treatiie of the Red Sea, which are

ly the following Particulars; that the Eyes of this
Animal are Ilhinipg at Night/; that after it hath
killed other Beads, it devours them, and that, in its
Attacks upon Flocks of Cattle, it is not to be terri-
fied, either by the Strength of the Shepherds, or the
great Number of Dogs. The following fliort Paflage

extant in Photms Bibliotheca, ad were from
thence printed in the Geographic Scriptores
Graci minorpublirtied by Dr. , is, accord-
< ing to the Tranflation of
& as follows, De Tauro Gmwaehe
g commemoravi, mmamjftmumé& e(i
< Taurorum genus, quod carnes
= domefticis & pernicitate antecellensrufum. Cs ei
% ad aures ufquededuttum, Vifuscolore
g quam heoniCornua alias non atque aures movstf
£ fedin pugna, ufimo tenoreconfift. Ordo -
@ rum inverfus, contra guam aliis animantibus. Be/lias e*
g tiam validijjimas aggreditury & cateras omnes venatur,
g Mmaximeque greges incolarum infefreddit
g Solum e(l lancea & tttcu m quod in caufa
T efty ut neno id flogpe@@ams multi id tenta-
2 rinty) valuerit. Ideo reiVe etiam h TroglodytiSy
g fortitudine leonis, velocitate equiy & rebore Jauri
£ praditumy fertoque coderenefcium. Diodorus Siculus
£ (Biblioth. Lib, HI') hath barely, and almod Word for
% Word, tranfcribed Agatharchdand hath added on-
3
€
g

(b) P. 1364. Cap. XXXIX*
The
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relating to this fame Animal is taken out of Strabo (V).

Sunt & ibidem (in Arabia) tauri,
ftoftros & . celetexturc
colore ruffo.  Plinyy Htftor. Mat, Lib. VIII. G. XXL
feems likewife to have copied His
Words are, Sed dgidde (Aithiopia)
SjlvedlreSf  majores agreftilus, ante :
colore fulvos, oculis B in \
riftu ad aures dehifcente, juxtacomua

duritia films, onme refpuens onmes Ve~
nantur: Ipfi non aliter, qam fe
femper inter tn the XLV Chapter ofthe (aid 8
Book of plinys Natural Hiftory, he mentions a fort

of Indian Oxen, Boves Indid, altitude
traditur, cormua in latitudinem It is

not unlikely, but that thefe IndianOxen are the fame
with th ZHhqiavnes above defcribed $ efpecially

if wc fuppofe, that the Tranfcribers of have, by
miftake wrote latitudineminftead of

(d) hath barely copied fith this diff
that he calls them Indicos, where

himfelf hath defcribed them amongft the /Ethiopian
Beafts,which might very well happen, Ethiopia being
reckoned, by fome of the Antients, as part of /#-
dial. The defcription of /Elianus (e) agrees per-
fectly with that of Bof whom, it feer
he alfo borrowed it; only he fixes the Size of thefe
extraordinary Oxen to twice the Bignefs of the com-

mon Grecian k. There is another Paflage in

nus (fjywhich feems to relate, both to this large

) Geogr, h XFL @75. Edit. Qafaubon.
Polyhiftoris Cap. L. Il. p. 58. Edit. Salm.

€) Hift. Animal lib. XVII. ¢. 4
Hift. Animal Lib. Ill.c, 34

kind



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 14 May 2021

kind of Mthhpian Oxen, and the Horns, now in my

pofleflion. His Words are, India

cornu allatum ferutit, quod tres amphor&s : Unde

conjicere foffumusiovem b a quo
cornu extitiffet™ maximum fufielLdifus, in his Hifto-

ria Hiqpa (g) fpeaking of the large Ethiopian
Oxen, conjectures, that they are the

which a3 a g fays, were
brought to @en his time, where he fa\fr

them. The Words of B= transcribed by
Ludolfin his @mHifloriam fuam -
picam(r), are, Hahet & Terrailia &

Elephantas; imo & Taurelephantes, ut , quorum

genus quoad catera omnia bos maximus e/?, corio verb -

reque fa & feme etiam

From all thefe feveral Writers it appears that there
is in  /Bhiopialand probably the midland parts of
Africa, where Travellers feldom come) a very large
Animal of the bovinum gat leaft twice as big
our Bulls or Oxen, with Horns proportionably large ,
but otherwife differing from them in many refpeds.
It is true, that in the accounts of uncommon things,
given by antient Writers, an allowance muff fome-
times be made for fomething fabulous mix’d with
what is true, which is the lefs furprizing, as they
had many things only by hear-fay: but as to this
large fort of Bulls, it is confirmed by modern. Wri-
ters, that there is fuch an Animal in thdfe Countries,
though there is none, I know of, that hath given a
defcription of itlin the leaf): fatisfadory. in

(?) Lib.
(h) Lib. lLc.il.
(i) P.145v

his
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his Hifloria JEthiopka, fays, that
thiopiaBulls of an uncommon ifize, twice as large as

thofe in Hungary and Rufta-y and that having ihewn

feme of the larged Oxen to an
Ahijfynian(from whole Writings and informations he

collected the Mategals tor that Work) he {aid,

they were but of a midling fize, The letters of

the Jefuits frequently mention the largeriefs of thele

Oxen, and the h\6 tlites the following pafi
out of a Letter ot Alphonjut ,Patriarch of
thiopia, dated June u Bun grandffimi
Jwtfuratamente grcjfe,/ hughe,

coma di ¢'tgjounadi ejff potea capire divi-
nof that is, very large Oxen, W
Homs; ore of which would contain a’ldrgeUter of Wine,
F B in his account ol the Mogul’s Coun-

try, fw) fays* that among many Prefents, which
two “EthiopianAmbafladors jfhould have prefented to
Aurengzdthere was,a prodigious large Horn ol a bull,

full or Civet, winch having been mealured by him, he
found the # large end, to be half a foot in Dia-
meter. This Horn, as Bernier farther oblerves, was
brought by~ the Ambafladors to Dehii, the place of
Refidgnce of the Great ybut it was not
to him, becaufe, being djitreis’d lor Money, they had
fold the @ut orit, long before they came thi-
ther.

Upon the *vhole, irfeentito me, that thefe Horns,

and likewife that mentioned b y a r e the Horns
of a large fort of bulls or Cows, m , and the

(K) Lib. I.c. to.

/) _Comment, in Hift.JEthiop. p. 145.
m) Toriie, 1. p. 43.

toward
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inward parts of Mhich, in all likelihood, is the
fame with hat defcribed by Agatharchides, and
thofe other ancient Writers mention’d above. But |
cannot as yet, for want of a more accurate defcription,
be certain™wjiitft® it is the ikne with the :
or Sukotyro of Nieubof*n (.though tfyere is a good

deal of reafon to thinlc/that at is. (0] [peaks
of a very large Horn, which was hung by a Chain to
* Pillar in the M Cathedral, of |

and which is not unlikely to be of the fame fort with

thefe. He fays, that being meafured along the out-

ward circumference, it was found to be

Yards long,and he conjectures it to have been the Horn

of a large old Urus,which was hung up there, for its
monftrous fize, perhaps two or three hundred Years

before his time. As to thefe, which are now produ-

ced before the Royal Society, ‘°tis very likely, that

when the Englijhhad a great Commerce at Orms, they
were brought thither from fome neighbouring Coun-

try, and afterwards carried over into England by fome
curious Perfon.

(n) Loc.fupracitato.
(0) leones Animal. Quadrttp. Edit, id- Tigur. i$60, p, 34.
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