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Havihg now paid that tribute which feemed to be defervedly duein a work of s
hature, to {everal of our countrymen, who, in the age in which they lived, were conipicy-
oufly eminent and very meritorious in the mercantile line; 1t il remains to o1ve {ome
account of the laft of their name, a man of a contemplative caft, much efteemed and pe.
loved in private life, in habits of intimacy and friendfhip with {cholars in the firft ranks of
literature in his time, who was himfelf well verfed in fundry branches of fcience; particy-

larly in Natural Hiftory, and who appears to have been the principal colleCtor of the coing
and natural curiofities now in the Britith Mufeum, as the reader will ind from the peryiy

of the following article. ] C. N.

[*.* COURTEN (WiLrram), was the laft in the male line of the family, to whofe me-
rits it was meant to do juftice in the preceding article; the writer of which, wifiied
to have given here a better account of this Gentleman, than Lie now finds it poflil e
to give.

The following well-authenticated memorials, however imperfect, may {tll be bewer
than a chafm in this alphabetical place for his name, in the Biagrapiia Britannica. ey
are given, however, with diffidence pro r¢ natd, and not under the notton of any thi -
entitled, to be confidered as a regular life of William Courten, Lly.  Many papers w...
ten by him, or relative to him, in the Britith Mufcum, have been confulted and confider: -
but after the pains that have been taken, after all that may be {ound in that rich repo. .
tory, probably, there may {till be a want of fuflicient materials for a chronological augd
fatisfaCtory narrative of this Gentleman’s life.

It was but lately, that the prefent writer became certain of what he had ong fulpiacd,
though it was not known or attended to before, that the fubject ot this article foon afi:
he became of age, dropt his family name, and aflumed another, which he afterwards re-
tained, as is now well known, to the end of his hife.

The certainty of this difcovery, which this writer had hinted before, n another worlk,
ted him to new fources of information in abundance ; from which much was expedted, and
but little procured. Every book, letter, or fcrap of paper, that could be found m tix
Mufeum, under this new name, or in the fame, or any very fimilar hand-writing, on the
firiteft fearch of the obliging officers in that cftablifhment, has been carefully cxamined,
and entries were made of every thing thought worthy of notice in them, in provilion ior
fomething of this kind.

If new information can fill up the outlines here given, or fupply deficiencics, or corrcdl
any miftake, the fubfequent life of Sir Hans Sloane will furnifh an occafion, which may be
taken, to make this account lefs imperfeét : for almolt cvery thing relative to the perlon
{poken of here, may be introduced there, with equal pertinence and propriety.

WirrisMm Courten, the fourth and laft of his family who had both thefe names,
was born in the parifh of Fan-Church, in London, March 28, 1642, and baptized on the
31t of the fame month, as appears by an extract from the regifter of chriftenings m that

parith given below [ P].

ITc had probably no knowledge, or remembrance of his father, who, as has been faid,
the next year after his fon was born, in 1643, became infolvent, and quitted this king-
dom, to which, it does not appear that he ever returncd.  When e died at Llorence, i
1653, the fubjet of this article was about thirtcen years of age, and it is molt hkely, that
bis mother did not furvive her hufband above four or five years; for as no mention 13
nmade of Lady Katharine in 1660, when Mr. Carew obtained Letters of Admniftration to
the eftates of the Courten family, it is probable fhe was then dead.  Ina petition to Par-
liament, a rough draught of which is in the Britith Muafeum, undated indeed, but certainly
prefented by William Courten very foon after he came of age, there is a hke ground for

the fame fuppofition, no mention being made of his mother ; for it is only Lad there, that

in this curious and commaodious exphcation of the Meworandum  concerning my  ape, and when
article, and boldly avowed an evil principle, in juiti-  Carew took Letters of A anintiliation to S Wallian

fication of an immoral pratice.  Charles I1, unquef-  Courten,

tionably acquiefced in this Dutch interpretation of 'T"he 28 of Narch was my birth-day, and Twa,
the Treaty, and with memorable forgetfulnels of the  baptized March 31, 104,
ﬁjpernbundnntf}_hllgﬂuon:t}f his family to §1r William 16,4 2 1G4 YOr YACEET e
Courten and Sir Paul Pyndar, urped lus Lawyers, N

L ‘ . . 100 ¢ 102 20 1642 31 M.
&c. to counter-aét and difannul the Lettersof Repri- o _ St
fals, which fhame and juflice had wrefted fiom hm, 0 , )
in behalf of the heirs of two firnal nLovavisTs, ) " |
whofe fubfequent fate and fanily-hiflory deferve to v Fread,onthe 17th of Jan, 1662, in the Reaitter:
be thus minutely recorded, for the inftruction of their ¢ bouk of chrittenings and burtddy ot th pariih ol
rich fucceflors in futire times. “oRan chllrch, l.ondon, now n thie cmlody of

[P] An extradt from the regifler of chriflenings in ¢ Richard Powell, Cletke of the fad parith, ameng
that parifb piuen below.]  What follows, 15 a l':l}tllt'lll ““ others William Ut]ll‘llt't‘l}. the fon of M, Willam
tranfeript of a paperin the hand.writng of Walliam ¢© Courteen, was baptized March g, 1042
Courten, K(q; junior, the fubjeé of this article, ex-

cepting only the certificate fipned, THo. WLasTER, ‘¢ [Sipned] Tito., Wean,ran”
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he the petitioner, and his only ﬁﬂcr,‘had been left for memy years, dellitute of a livelibood.
it Lady Katharine had been then hiving, as fhe had moft probably a jointurc competent
¢o her birth and rank, which her hufband’s creditors could not afte@, her children ceuld
hardly have been ¢ deftitute of a livelihood for many years.” The paper mentioned be-
low [@ ], though not a proof, favours the prefumption, that Lady Katharine was dead at
the time of 1ts date.

Attempts have been made n vain, to inveftigate his education, and difcover the in-
ftructors of his early age in literature, and morals. No name of any of them has been
found 3 but the after-character of their pupil, both as a fcholar, and as a gentleman, which
prompted the curiofity about them, 1S a creditable teftimony to their abilities and inte-
ority. We are told 1n a paper, written by Sir Hans Sloane, that Willam Courten, junzor,
irom his earlicft years, ¢ did not regard the pomp or vanitics of the world, but gave him-
« felf up to the contemplation of the works of Gob, whofe infinite power, wifdom, and
«« providence, he faw and admired, in the creation and prefervation ot all things.””
evolted 1t frems, from his childhood, at the complicated mistortunes ot his immediate
anceitors, this lait male of the family, contracted probably an irreconcileable diflike to
mercantile bulinefs, i which they had embarked fo extenfively, and by which his grand-
father certainly had, at one time 1 bis liie, amafled and realized an immenlfe fortune,
as evidently appears from what has been related in the foregoing article.

It is fard on the fame refpectable teftimony, and in the fame paper above-mentioned,
that ¢ Wiham Courten was well-educated m this kingdom, defore he travelled.” The
word in Italics uled by Sir H. Sloane, juftifies the fuppofition, that William Courten had
Jittle knowledge or remembrance of ius father, who fold outright before he left this king-
dom, ¢ the great bultk of Sir Willlam Courten’s lands, thofe in Worcelter and Glouceiter-
¢ fhires excepted [R], to Witham Purpoint, Efq; Daniel Harvey, the Earl of Kent, and
¢ others ().

It is not fatd at what time this Gentleman’s father fold 2be great duls of Sir 177tll1am
Courten's Lands. It he {old them betore his retirement from Encland, he doubtlels; made
fuare provilion, tor the fupnort of his wife, Lady Katharine, and their children, whom he
leit behind him.  G. Carew, though *¢ one of the aflipnees of Mr. Courten’s lordfhips,
&:.” could not have fold outright the eftates ot the Courten tamily in Worcelter and
Glougelte sthires, till after he became adminiftrator in 1660, when this laft malc-heir was
sbout cichteen years of age. It 1s thercfore credible, that till that age at lealt, there were
abundant means for his moft hiberal education, in the jointure of his mother, in what was
entailed on himiclf; and the {lill unfequeftered eftates of the family.

Even the wrecks of a fortune once fo ample, muft have been very confiderable, and
more than {ufficient for the propereft education, and decent mamntenance of Willlam
Courten and his fifter.  She it icems could very well live in thole days, on ne more income
as appears, than 3c/. per anmum.  That this moderate annval fum was her principal fup-
port, we are led to belicve from aflight attention to two papers which we have [een. It heand
his fifter had even been more reduced in point of incoine, than we can well fuppofe, they {till
had jufallible refources in the number, rank, and riches of their relations.  Their grandtather,
the Farl oft Bridpewater, two uncles, with eleven aunts on the fide of their mother, and
three aunts oa therr father’s fudey were people of tortune and diltinetion; many of them
married into honourable and wealtuy famihes, and all of them apparently in aftluent or

) S g g mentioned beds o] A formal apree- equities of  redemption of Pyrton and Severn-

ment ol Laasy Daipe Kp'ody, ulziuf_ihl{:r of S1r W.  floak, to Thomas, lLord Coventry, for 8ro0/. of
t'l.l:i”t, fo far as bt conoens l‘.lrr, () lh{‘ f'llil nf‘ l.‘irv”l:lm, ta vlr. William Rudgt‘:, Murchﬂnt, rﬂl"
Wl oonrten hernephow, to gec Carew's Letters 7go0/. of Aunton, to "T'homas Foley, Efy; for 38c0/.
b A santianoen cance ded,  contenting that her e fold Upperivell and other lands 10 the mortgage,
neple v otecnte the fuit to et the fzid Letters re- to Sie James Ruothout for 300/, He fold Lowerf{well
podads aaed Jane 25, 1003, and fipned, to Si Rebert Atkimion, for 16oo/. ¢ "I'he monies
“ were difpofed of according to feveral Deeds of
Ans Wntonrry (1g). “« ‘T'ratt. William Cowrten, the grand.child and
| | ‘¢ herr, jotaed e the ines and conveyances to Lord
S s A e and Glaneflovhires execpted.] 0 Coventry, Mr, Rudge, and Mr. Foley ; but Sir
Lo vt dhe Comgen-edlotes o thele two coun- ¢ 4 bert Atl{ynq. and Sir James Ruthout, refulng
CowGane o rne hands of ©¢ Mlignees ol Mr, Cour- ¢ 1o comply with the faid har, hold their cttates
b baaibaps and dand ) buc when, er by whom <« under the firfl athignees (2¢).”°
Urole wd oaccs were appeinted does not appear. ‘I, 'Tlie various purchades made by Sir Walliam Courten
Lo e, that G Carew wae one of the affigrmecs  in Woreelterfhive, may be feen in Dr, Nath’s Hiilory
CEMrs Comren’s Jonhhips, Aco in Woreelter and of that county (21); who mift.kes in fuppoling the
Citnuc tertiores s and Bie gives the tollowing, it may  Courtens to be ftranpers to Jhis kingdom, though
b Lapeitedt, account of thems 0 Pyrton, Aun- they were foin that county.  Of Sir Willianm in par-
Coten, oo, Severnitouk, Lpperiwell and Low- ticular, Dre. Nath obierves, from Habingdon's MSS.
cthyein, Jormerly pranted for connter-fecurity to ¢ Qur Knightwas fo famed for his modeity, hounty,
o Bedwand actteton, againdl debta for which that ¢ and chariry,to histenanesand netphbours,asivfcarce
- vght lood obliged 5 but precenanped dor great ¢ tobe met with in thofe new mew who purchafe Gen-
LD cbmoney to Gyles Carter, ity Mreo Dantel ¢ demen out of  their ancient  habitations and
N Harvey l\(.h. lashn Ruthiout, Merchants, and  manors,””
Oheso ' Gy Cuew fold che reverions and

i
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¢aly circumftances. It might therefore have been reafonably concluded, that Willigm
Courten was well educated, even if it had not been afcestained on the toregoin tcﬂimony.

Afteraprevious good education in this country, forwarded probably with peculiar care, ang
earlier certainly than is now ufual, William Courten began his travels, or was fent, whit
yet a minor, to profeeute his ftudies abroad. The genius of a naturalift, which he djf.
covered, it feems, from his infancy, led him to cultivate it at Montpellier, diftinguifhe
then, as Upfal fince, for its Botanical Garden, its peculiar attention to Natural Hiftory,
and the abilities and celebrity of mafters in various branches of this {cience.

Here he met, as mght probably be expected, with ftudents of a congenial tafte, ang
perfons then and afterwards eminent in various walks of literature, with feveral of whop
he appears to have lived in great familiarity, and to have cultivated long correfpondence.
“Yofeph Pitton de TouvrnerForT, the celebrated French Botanift, was of this numbey,
William Courten, who was the {enior by {everal years, had, no doubt, made a very cop.-
fiderable proficiency in Botany, before his acquaintance with this illuftrious foreigner coy-
menced ; but it muft have been much improved by the intimacy that appears to have ful.-
filted between them.

It was at Montpellier probably, but many years after his primary {ettlement there, thyt
William Courten contratted hus firft acquaintance with Sir Hans Sloane, a zealous haturalift,
who fpared no pains or expence in the acquifition and promotion of knowledge in Natural
Hiftory, and who was yet more honourably diftinguithed, by his fkill in his own profeflion,
his general patronage of {cholars, his public fpirit, and extenfive philanthropy.” Sir Hang
Sloane unqueftionably {pent a confiderable time at Montpellier, it may be, both to im-
prove his knowledge, and to eftablifh his health; and here too 1t is faid, he got his degree
of M.D. Butat what place,or at what time {oever their acquaintance began, being forwarded
by a fimilarity of {ftudies, in which William Courten had unqueltionably the preheminence,
it ripened into a friendthip, that, as will appear in the {equel, continued, without interrup.
tion, to the end of his life. He was at Montpellier, and {till a minor, when the adminiftra-
tion of the eltates of his father and grandfather was legally vefted in G. Carew, I-{g; of
whom fo much has been faid in the preceding arucle. Even at this period, in
1660, when the remaining mortgages and lands of the Courten-family were
fore-cloled, or fold outright, certainly William Courten and lis fifter were not fiript of
every thing, fo as to be left entirely dependent on the generofity of their many honourable
and opulent relations, for the mere neceffarics, or even the common comforts of lite.

William Courten had a manor or manors entailed upon him, which it was thought moft
prudeat to fell and convert into perfonal eftate. His filter Katharine had, no doubt,
fome patrimony, of which the creditors, or their officious adminiftrator, could not de-
prive her. The deeds of truff betore mentioned, intimate fome fettlements on the heirs
of the family; and, moreover, it is not very likely, that William Courten would have
joined, as has been faid, in the fines and conveyances to Lord Coventry, Mr. Rudge
and Mr. I'oley, idly, and tor nothing.

Whatever, therefore, the forms of law, and the common phrafeologyin an applicationtothe
Throne might require to be faid, yet what we read in a petition prefented to the King, by
William Courten 1n 1663, probably was not true, and certainly is not credible, viz. that
he, the petitioner, and his fifter, had altually been for many years deftitute of a livelibood.

Immediately on the expiration of his minority, William Courten, it {ecms, left Mont-
pellier for fome time, being obliged to repair to London, by the exigency of his own and
his filter’s afluirs, in order to puth their (inal fettlement, and to {ecure to himfelt and her,
the belt provifions for the future, that could be colle€led from the wide-fpread ruins ot
their family. |

With a turn of mind that biaffed lim ftrongly to a contemplative life, unexperienced
in the ways ot the world, torn from darling ftudies, and under the iniluence of the indo-
lent habits o a mere {cholar, this youth wasill qualified to be a principal agent for hunfell
and his fifter in a bufinefs {o perplexed, {o laborious and fo unpromifing,  There s futle
room for wonder, or for cenfure, if in fuch a labyrinth William Courten did not always lec
clearly, or keep conllantly the right way.

We have, however, an honourable teftimony for his integrity and Chriftian character,
in the hand-writing of Sir Hans Sloane, unqueftionably a competent and a cveditable wit-
nels.  But, poflibly, with the bell difpofitions and principles imaginable, circumitanced a
he was, this young Gentleman might be led to concur in meafures, of which, from oul
ignorance of particulars, or an inattention to them, we may now doubt about the rettitude,
or the propriety. |

[t is indeed evident, that he afted but a fubordinate part, for which only he was qualified,
and that he relied entircly on the guidance of his counfellors and relations, who fean o
have excrted themfelves in his fervice throughout, with zealy friendfhip, and ability ; and
to have cifeClually prote¢led him and his fifter, from being cllentially injured by G
Carew, I{q. N

Soon after his arrival in Fngland, in concert with his friends, Williim Cowten, Ilq;

began hig litigations in bebalf of himfelf and his Giter, "The fidl objeét he abmed ag wits
(o
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.o [et afide the leiters that, in his abfence and minority, Cdrew had furreptitionfly obtained;
and to get himfelf legally invelted with the adminiftration of the eftates and efte&ts of his
anceftors. He contended that G. Carew was an officious intruder, under falfe pretexts of
being a fufférer; dnd an agent for other fuflerers by the lofles of his father and grandfather;
and urged that this man’s mte::meddlmg with the wrecks of their fortunes had been
cqually to the prejudice of the rightful heirs, and to the detriment of the legal creditors of
the family. He claimed therefore for himfelf, as his natural right, the adminiftration of
he Courten-eftates ; and his aunt Lady Knightly, who feems to have been then the only
{urviving child of Sir ’Williat}], frgm whom the eftates delcended, concurred with her ne-
phcw, as has been {aid, in this claim.

G. Carew, who was both a courtier and a lawyer, feems to have exerted his utimo(t addrefs
and profetlional {kill to ftop, or fruftrate thefe proceedings. He exprefsly owns, in one of
his papers, that he had indeed paid indefinite fums of money to William Courten Llq; after
b came of age, though he fays, at the fame time, that he did not pay the monies becaule
William Courten had a right to them, but folely to prevent and terminate debates. The
caufes here afligned for the payments to William Courten, Elq; after be came of age, are very
queftionable ; for Carew does not appear a man likely to have parted with money on fuch
prin-':iplcs, mercly 2o prevent or terminate debates.  'Whatever fums he paid with the views
he pretends, werc all totally loft to him ;5 for they did not then anlwer the purpoles which
they were the moit promiling means to have accomplifbed.

Mr, Courten {til] perfilted in his favourite ftudy of Natural Hiltory [§]; but he perfe-
vered notwithftanding, in the various procefles inftituted in behalf of himfelf and his fifter.
He preferred and profecuted his application and petitions for redrefs ot their grievances,
probably to the Court of Chancery, certainly to the Prerogative Court, to the Committee
of Parliament, and to the Throne itfelf,

In the Bririth Mufeum, there is the rough draught of an undated petition of William
Courten to the honourable Committee of Parliament, for redrefs of grievances in foreign
trade. In shis unfinithed inftrument, the injurics done to his anceftors are {tated in ftrong
terms, at 200,000/. with an account of particulars proved, it is faid, upon oath, m tlic
Court of Admiralty. "Thefe injuries, and the confequential claims they gave rile te, have
been treated of fatis fupergue, in the preceding article. It is therefore tufficient here, to
mention only one circumf{tance relative to the aftair of Barbadoes, omitted in the fore-
going account. It is this, that from the time this violent mjury was done to Sir W,
Courten by the Earl of Carlifle, for thirteen fucceflive years, there was no Parhament to
apply to for redrefs: during the Proteétorate, the fecble remonfirances of the Courten-
family, fo obnoxious ta the powers then in being, were difregarded ; and when its {ohci-
tors had good ground for better hopes, their folicitations were ftill rejected by the fupe-
rior influence of thofe who were in pofleflion of the lawlels plunder they reclaimed.

Along with the inftrument above-mentioned, there is in the fame place, the petition of
W. Courten, Efq; to the King, dated in 1663; in which the petitioncr complains, as has
been faid, of G. Carew; claims the adminiftration of the Courten-eftates for himlielf;
ftates the debts due to him for money lent to his. Majefty’s father, and the reparations and
claims due to his family in every way, w2 fupra. W. Courten concludes with an earncit
requeft, that the confideration of his petition, 7z fofo, might be refcrred to his Majefty’s
Attorney-General, |

It appears from other papers in the fumme repofitory, that his Majelty did aCtually
deign to refer this petition to his Attorney-General, then Sir Jeftery Palmer, who, after
conlulting with Sir William Mericke, at that time Judge of the Prerogative-Court, and
anlwering two queltions ftated by Sir William Mericke in writing, gave n his report, war-
ranting the revocation of the Letters granted to G. Carew, and the grant of the admini-
flration to W. Courten, Efg.  The curious may fee the queftions and anlwers alluded to
i the Britifh Mufeam, and the report itlelf, which is an ornigimal paper, and has the auto-
graph fignature ot J. Parmer.

There is, ibidem, a letter figned Richard Dowdewell, dated Sept. 11, 1603, and di-
re¢ted ¢ T'o his  honourable friend William  Courten, Ilq; at [Fawiley Lodge,
“ to be left at the Poll-lHoufe in Daintrye, to be conveyed.”  “Fhis letter mentions fonic
propofals of Mr. Carew, from the conlideration ol which, [fays the letter-writer, R, 1.
* 1 infer that the Squire has loll his wits, and as for his honefty, if ever he had any, it has
“ quitted him long apo.”

Sir Jellery Palimer's Reports feems to have reftored the Squire to his wits, and to have
produced more reafonable propolals, which, for want ol better, were probably iccepted

[\] Study of Natural Hiflory.] There are many  They abound with obfervations on animals, vege.
MbS of William Courten, itiy; preferved inthe Bri- tables and mierals, and with huints and duccetions tor
bith Muleum, appently written about this thne.  the prefervation of natural produttions, gencroly
Unuc!: two ol his common place-books have the name  very curious, freguently, as this witer heliever, otia
vl Wilham Courten npon them, written by himflelf, ginal, but fometimes, and not feldom noted from Lis
Andwith the date 1003 they coutain, as moll of lus pa- reading, and it may be fromonlinformauon, {or his
percdosevidences of his having beenaninquifitive,able  own particular ufe.

Naturalit, and well-fialled in coins and AU,
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for it doés not appear, either that W. Courten, Efq; took out Letters of Adminiftration, »
he now might have done; or that the Letters of Adminiftration, which had been granted ¢
Mr. Carew, were ever altually revoked.

It feems, indeed, that about this time, or not very long after, fome compromife togk
place between Wilham Courten, Efq; and G. Carew; but it is evident from a letter
in the Britifh Mufeum, that all matters were not entirely adjufted between them, of
even likely to be finally fettled in Auguft 1684. 'The terms and {tipulations of their paria)
and temporary agreement, this writer has not been able to colle€t with circumftantial
certainty, from any thing he has yet {een ; he fufpects the conditions were induftrioufly kept
as private as poflible, and fuppoles there were prudential and valid reafons for this concea).
ment. The circumftances that incline him to think fo, will prefently dilclofe themfelves ;
nor is there any thing in them, or indeed in any thing clearly vifible, in the condu& or
conclufion of his negotiations with Carew, fo far as we know of them at prefent, to warrant
our thinking unfavourably of Mr. Courten’s charalter.

A rough draught of an undated bond is preferved in the Britith Mufeum, from whicly
it appears, that Mr. Courten gave up all claim to the adminiftration of the eftates of hjs
father and grandfather, in favour of G. Carew of Gray’s-Inn, for valuable confiderations
not fpecified. It Carew moreover indemnified Mr. Courten againft all moleftation and
lawluits from the creditors of his anceftors, on the fcore of his delcent, it was manifelily
prudent in both parties to conceal as much as they could, their agreement, and all its con-
ditions. Neverthelefs 1t 1s faid exprefsly, that Mr, Courten was fued, fummoned into
Chancery, and even arrefted, by fome or other of the creditors of his father and grand-
father, We arelikewife told that in all thefe cafes, he pleaded that he was not the exe-
cutor of his father or grandfather, nor the adminiftrator of their eflates and effecls, from
which he faid he now claimed nothing. He added, moreover, that whatever he had re-
ceived from the wrecks of their fortunes, was ex dowo et gratia, and not ex juire; and de-
clared openly, that he did not demand any thing ex additione bereditalis, as heir to his
father or grandfather. He even relinquifhed his family name of Courrry, aflumed that
of WiLLram CrarLETON [T ], and publicly announced his intention of quitting England,
and living in a {trange land.

There being no dates to dire& the regular entry of the laft-mentioned circumftances, it
may be, they are not introduced here in the order they happened. It 1s a matter of little
confequence, as the irregularity, if there be any, can only relate to the later part of a
period of about {even years, from 1663 to 1670, which {eems to include the whole dura-
tion of William Courten’s refidence in England, after tus firft return from Montpellicr. It
appears, from a prectding note, that he lived with his aunt, Lady Kmghtly, at Fawiley-
Lodge, in Northamptonthire, for the moft part of the time (p), and that he was deyond

(¢) Letter figned feq about Fan. 1670(q).

P.S.dated 165 4.
Naote ]_D_]

(*) About14,o0r
16,

(21) MSS.
Wrch. 4241,4100

Some time or other, more or lefs advanced in the courfe of the feven years fpecified,
certainly Willilam Courten, Efq; formed his plan of life, dropt his htigation with Carew,
eot things 1n a train for final {ettlement, and {ecured the beft ineans he could {tipulate for
his own and his fifter’s future livelihood.

Now with whatever prudence or privacy the arrangement was fettled, out-{tanding cre-
ditors muit know, that the grandfon of the family could legally enter on the adminiitra-
tion of the eltates of his anceltors, and conclude, from his deferring to adminiiter; that he
had compounded with Carew, the former adminiftrator, and received fomething very
confiderable to imnduce him to relinquifh his righttul claims, and all lus own, and b hiler's
inheritance. Any knowledge, or even {ufpicion of this kind, was fuflicient to bring on,
towards the clofe of the feptennial period above-mentioned, the law-fuits and vexa-
tions that obliged Mr. Courten to make the preceding declarations, and compelled hun
finally, for peace-fake, to quit the kingdom, to change his name to CHarLrTON, and
live abroad as he did for many years (®).

Floyd’s profecution grounded ultimately, as it feems, on a family debt to a Dutchman,
of the name of Vanlore, or Vanlere, purfued Mr. Courten, it is faid, to the I.,m.w!'.,f*/t'n‘:'.
about Jan. 1670, continued to go on againft him after he was deyond fea, and was till
likely to put him to more trouble and expence fourteen years after, i, ¢, in the year 1654
as appears {from the Ictter of his coufin P. S. of that date (r).

[7) Wittiam Cuarvneton.] ¢ M. Guillame Charleton, on March 17, 1702, in Le Neve's Mo,
““ Courten, fut plus comnu poflerieurment, fous le nom de  obituary (23). 'T'his information was given as 4 pro-
““ Charlron, qu’ il prit apres avoir perdu un tres beay bable conjeture, in a late edition of the Tarii®
““ domaine appertenant d ja famille (22).”” His will is  with notes, Vol. VI, Pe 477, It iv now beyond a
mude in his family name of William Courten, but doubt, and to the proots of it, alicady given, ungne-
his death is announced in the Poff Anupe/ for March tionable evidences of his having long borie the nane
1702, 4f0. p. 137, in the following words.  ** March  of William Charlcton, will occurin the Imwﬂ of this
‘e 27+ 1702, William Charloton, Efq; of the Middle article, It is futhcient to know, with certanty, that
““ Temple, eminently known for his fine colletion  William Courten aétually took this other anne, of
¢ of curiofities, wix. medals, fuclls, &c. died at the Charleton ; but it is unneccflury here to alcctin
‘“ Gravel Pits at Kenfington, and has left the fore-  with nicer precifion, the occafion, or the ime of
*‘ {id curiofities to Dr. Sloan.”  There is likewife taking it
ann entry of his death, under the name of William
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The moft dry and unpleafant part of this article the writer would willingly clofe here,
but that it feems neceflary to fay fomething farther on this head, to obviate a very ferious
obiction to Mr. Courten’s moral charalter, for which, it does not clearly appear, that
chere is any real foundation, It is ftated by B. S. a writer in the Gentleman’s Magazine,
who maintains in brief, that every farthing that Willhiam Courten, Efq; recovered from
Carew, or from the wrecks of the Courten-eftates, ought to have been diftributed among
the creditors of the family ;—--th'a:t Mr. Courten ha_id no right to whatever monies he derived
from his inheritance ; and that hus application of it to his own, or his filter’s fupport, was
ipfo faclo an impeachment of his integrity. . |

The objection deferves confideration the rather, as it 1s not grounded on a point of law,
but on a principle of retitude, which, like Bayes’s fimile in the Rebear/al, might do very
well, if it were but well applied. It feems neceflary, therefore, to {tate the following cir-
cumitances, with a view to vindicate Mr. Courten’s character from this odious afperfion,
and to guard it from injurious mifconceptions in fqture. |

In the courfe of this narrative, it has been faid, 1n the words wherein the relater found
Lis information, that Sir William Courten died mvolved in great debt,—and that his {on,
overpowered with his father’s debts and his own, and with large fums at intereft, &c,
withdrew from the Adminiftration, and left this kingdom 7#/o/vent. Merchants, properly
fo called, and many others of refpectable profeilions, when very extenfively concerned in
trade, may, however, be involved in great debt, infolvent, eveu bankrupts [U], and yet be
in a condition to pay twenty fhillings in the pound, and to make; after all, decent and
ample provifion for their families.

There was no bankruptcy in the Courten-family; yet from a peculiarity of circum-
ftances, which it 1s not requifite to mention, this appears to have been eminently the cafe
of Sir William Courten’s aflairs, when he died wvery deeply 112debe 5 and of his fon’s too, at
the very time of his in//vency, but much more at the period we are now come to, twenty,
or it may be more years after his death,

The accounts of the family, both on the debtor and creditor fide, are unqucflionably
incomplcte, and by no means before us in fuch an accurate ftate, asthat we can {peak or
realon upon them with arithmetical exatnefs; but {till we know enough of them other-
wifc to {upport the follcwing apparently conclufive arguments,

G. Carew had certainly all the knowledge that we want of the affairs of the Courten-
family ; he had been long employed in them both at home and abroad ; he had balanced,
no doubt, the debtor and creditor fides of their accounts; and as he was a man of equal
perfpicacity and induftry, certainly in a bufinefs wherein he embarked {o deeply, it may
well be fuppoled thiat he knew perfectly what he was doing.  Surely he was no fool, and
would not have taken the trouble, or paid the price he did for the adminiftration of the Cour-
ten-eltates, but with, I fay not a probable, but a certain profpect of very ample recompen-
fation. . Now if this adminiftration was an obje& wcll worthy of all the trouble and coft
that G. Carew expended upon it, there can be no doubt but that it would have been
cqually advantageous, amd more beneficial to Mr. Courten. It leems therefore highly
realonable to conclude, not only on the face of the general accounts, but more efpecially
from the drift of Carew’s conduct, and his unremitted perfeverance in the purluit, that
the debts due to the Courten-tamily greatly exceeded the debts payable by it, and to a
very large amount.

To the partial {tatement of 498,828 /. on the creditor-fide, well afcertained, and in very
many particulars upon oath, which by no means included the whole of what was due to
the family, 1t feems diflicult, indeed 1impoflible, to find debts equally well authenticated, of
halt the {um, to oppofe upon the debtor-fide.  If juflice then had been done, [and we go
on principles of rectitude] if the debts on both fides had been liquidated, in tot0, or by
compolition, the valt overplus muft afluredly have been the whole and fole property of
William Courten Lilq; and his ifler. He and fhe, therefore, were creditors, in appearance
the principal creditors on the eltates of the Courten-family,

ehdes, the debts of the many creditors of this tamily in Holland and Zealand were
fettfed, 1t leemns, and pu'id by the ‘Lreaty of Breda; for if by this treaty, no debts
antecedent to 1t were afterwards to be paid to Britifh fubjects over all the dominions of the
dtates, certainly no antecedent debts need be paid to Dutchmen in any of all the territorice
of Britain.,

1t 18, indeed, obvious to remark, that on this principle, the Courten-family cleared
with Vanlore, and their relatives of the Cromling-family, and thereby gained fomething
confiderable, thongh they {hill loft vaftly more.  But this lofs, Mr. Courten and his hifter were
well enntled to have made up to them, by the community which enjoyed the bleflings of this
teaty, and which, doubtlels, owed full reparation to the individual fufterers, at whofe great

LT Evew bankvupes.] "I'his has not uncommonly  become a bankrupt, as the readieft mode of colletl-
happened even in gore recent times; and may be  ing his oae-Randing debts, in order 1o pay the de-
cxemphihed in the cafe of Mr., Knapton, the famous  mands of all his creditors, and o retire on an aflluent
Lockicer, whe, with the ntmolt integrrity, and with  independence.

“lurplus of many thoufund pounds, fubmitted to

éxpence



C O U R T E N.

expence the beneficial treaty had been obtained.  And if the King and his Council on t},;;
occafion had driven a hard bargain for the public, {till the public mult abide by the lof;,
and no reafon could be afligned why two innocent orphans, againit whom nothing a;
alledged, or preterided, fhould be plundered of their property, and left te ftarve, by the
atl ot the Soveteign, or of his negociators, who, by aflumirig a power of giving what wag
not theirs to give, recognized the right of the proprictors to come upon them for damageg
and reparation. °

William Courten, Lfq; clatmed, morcover, as his right, the aduntiniftration of his f,.
ther’s and grandfather’s eftates; and a great Crown-lawyer honeltly adinitted the right,
and vouched for the legality of his claim, in dire€t contravention to a prior royal
grant.

Sir Jeflery Palmer’s determination put the adminiftration in Mr. Courten’s power, by
Jeft it at his option; nor was he by any means obliged to admmilter, contrary to the dic-
tates of prudence, the advice of his friends, or his own mclination. Had Mr. Courten
atually engaged in the adminiltration, there is no ground to doubt, but that, it juftice hiad
been done to him, he would have done ample juftice to the creditors, and would have had iy
the end, an abundant provifion for himfell and his Hifter.

Circumitanced as Mr. Courten was, hie probably acted in the belt, as well as in the moft
cautious manner poflible.  The cftates on which he was to enter, might have been injur-
ed 1irreparably, by the preceding adminmiftrator he was about to {uperfede. He might have
been over-awed by the apprehiended embarraflments, and threatened oppofition of this
artful man. lle might have thought it more difficult and more expenfive, than it was in
reality, to get equal juftice done to himlelt, and to do equal jultice to the creditors; and
have been more apprehenfive of the final iflue than he bhad good caule to be.  He might
commiferate the condition of the creditors, and defpife and deteft the character of the
man whom the king had appointed adminiftrator, and agent for them.

Neverthelefs, if terrified at the profpect of an oflice fo troublefome and fo perilous, or
fmitten with the love of a ftudious and quiet life, he chofe rather to give up greater bue
more precarious advantages, for a lefler but more certain provifion; and if his fifter like.
wile confented to the compofition, what indeed was to hinder him from compounding with
Carew, for all his own and her claims. Whatever right he, or his filter had, or might be
fuppofed to have in reverfion, with her previous confent, he was certainly free to transter.
He might do, as fome creditors had done before him, as others probably did after him.
In treating with Carew, who was the legal adminiftrator, it he himfelf declined to become
{0, he had to deal with 2 man, who parted, it feems, with a decent livelihood, to make
himfelf rich in this difreputable way, and who was likelier to give him lefs than an equiva-
lent, than more than enough.

If, becaufe < he was faint,”’ or conlitrained by dire neceflity, he fold his own and her
birth-right for a mefs of pottage, Was he not to eat it? Was the poor pittance he got,
atter all, not his own ?  Might he not honeftly retire with it wherever he pleafed ¢ Sharing
it, as they could agree, with his filter, which he appears to have done to the end of her life.
Surely, all things confidered, there is more call here for {ympathy, than for cenfure; for
commiferation, than for reproach.

In a word, the prefent writer, after a revifal, cannot fee that there 1s any thing inthe Jong
account that B. S, refers to, in the Jonger account given here, or in any account he has cver
feen, that really militates againft Mr. Courten’s integrity in the way {urmiled, or that inva-
lidates the ample and repeated tefimony under the hand of Sir Hans Sloane, corroborated
beyond all fufpicion, and much to Mr. Courten’s honour, as will appear in the fequel, by
the cordial friendfhip of John .ocke, one of the greateft and belt of men, eminent alike as
a philofopher, and as a chriftian.

Indeed, to this writer, the compofition with Carew, for what he could get, and lus caly
relinquithment of the adminiftration to a man of the world, whofe keennefs and condutt
arprue its value, appear to be ftrong and unfufpicious evidences of Mr. Courten’s integrnity.

Having thus, with difliculty, in the courfe of feveral of the belt years of lius hte, collects
cd, from the remains of his fore fathers opulence, fome future provifion for himlelt and
his filter, and it may be, an ample fufliciency for all the wants of a fcholar, wholc humble
walk he chole, Mr. Courten entirely withdrew from adtive life, in which he apparently
cngaged with reluétance, and indced, from neceflity,  Contented with the little he got, fie
retived to indulge his contemplative difpofition, and declined the very probable profpedts ol
bettering his circumflances, which his extenfive and honourable connetions held forth, f
e would have taken to any learned profeflion or lucrative employment, |

In the Britith Mufeum, over a door in the lecand fhell-room, there is a fine portrait ol
William Courten Efq; drawn, feemingly, before his leaving Lagland for the fecond tme,
about the clofe of 166 ), and certainly by fome eminent painter. It was probably at this
period of his life, that ¢ hie travelled {as Siv Hans Sloane informs us] over moll parts of
« Jourope, udying the languages, obferving the cufloms and manners of its inhabitanty,
¢ and purchafing cvery where, whatever he could get curious m nature or art.”

Of
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Of the courle, or duration of his travels, the prefent writer can give no particular in-
formation. It may be reafonably judged, that after a peregrination of three or four years,
.t moft, he fettled in his forrr_ler place of apodﬁ, at Montpellier, where he certainly refided
for the greateft part of the time that he lived abroad. Sir Hans Sloane fays, exprefsly,
that he was abfent from England, at different times no doubt, twenty-five years in all;
and though the particular years are not ftated, 1t would not be very difficult, if it was of
any importance, to alcertain them. .

Mr. Courten {feems all along to have paid great and general attention to polite literature.
His papers and place-books, many of which are preferved in the Britilh Mufeum, difcover
various, judicious, and extenfive reading ; and his own frequent remarks fhew, that he
thought as well as read.

About this time he feems to have been much engaged in the ftudy of coins, both ancient
and modern. In this entertaining and ufcful, but expenfive branch of knowledge, he
certainly made great proficiency, and attained at latt extraordinary fkill.

It appears from one of his pocket-books, referred to in the margin (s5), that in 1669, he
began to colleét coins, 1n both kinds, and in all metals, at confiderable expence. Yhere
is no doubt but that his colleCtion in this way became ultimately ample, well-fele&ted,
and very valuable ; but there 18 now no poflibility of alcertaining its extent, its merit, or
its value; for it certainly appears, that he not only exchanged his duplicates, as all colle&tors
do, but that he very frequently fold, as well as bought, and bought for others, as well as
for himfelf. 1'rom feveral of his priced catalogues in the Britith Mufeum, latterly very
accurate, and entirely in the manner of a mafter in the fcience, the prefent writer is
mclined to think, that very many, perhaps moft of the coins in that repofitory, might be
traced to their original purchaler and prices. The whole catalogue of coins gathered-in
Spain, and purchaled by Sir Hans Sloane (¢), thofe prefented by John Lee Efg; and all
donations of this kind pofterior to the death of Mr. Courten, are obvioufly out of the
queftion. It ought likewife to be mentioned here, as it 1s upon good authority, that the
original coins purchafed by the public, told {everal hundreds above a thoufand, thort of
Sir Hans Sloane’s inventory delivered to Parliament.

Certainly Mr. Courten, on his return to England, about fourteen years after the time
we arc now {peaking of, was looked up to here, and apparently with juftice, as a perfon
of fupcerior fkill in medallic {cience, wherein no man, who is not a good {cholar, can ever
arrive at any great degree of eminence. This very defirable literary accomplifhment, at
times perhaps, may have been over-rated by fome of the few who have been too lavifh
of their time, ingenuity, and expence, in the acquifition. It has oftner been undervalued,
like the grapes in the fable, and treated by the illiterate, with a Gothic ridicule, mani-
fefting a kindred difpoiition and an abfurd vanity, fimilar to that which Diogenes mani-
felted, in trampling with infolence, on the cloak of Plato.

It 1s now well known, that the beft and moft elegant writers of antiquity, cannot be read
with juft underftanding and true tafte, without good maps. Genuine coins are fervice-
able in the fame, and 1n very many other refpe€ts.  As they might be {v very advanta-
gcoufly employed in the courfe of our early inftruction in clailical fiterature, the means of
that part of our education are mamteftly defective, where a good cabinet of coins, or the
beft books that reprefent and explain them are wanting, or not brought into common ufe.
Unquecltionably, after all that can be faid to depreciate thas kind ot knowledpe, it muft {till
be held i confiderable eftimation, and very defervedly, by all who are defirous to know
with certainty, the hiftory, chronology, geogzraphy, arts, manncers, cultoms, and notions,
both civil and religious, of ancient times, which thefe compendious and indubitable monu-
nents do, in fo many plealing and ufeful ways, contribute to illultrate, to rectity, and to
cltablith i truth, or verifimilitude.

Mr, Courten’s fuperior fkill 1a tlns fcience, a hand-maid to fo many other arts and fci-
ences, 15 well afcertamced, by his catalogues of his own coins, by his many papers, and his
epiftolary correfpondence on fubjedts of this nature, with Sir John Evclyn, the honourable
Hencage Finch, and others, but c¢fpecially with Lord Colrane, his own elevée in this fei-
ence, and a pupil that evidently appears by his proficiency to have done great honour to
his mafter.,

The prefent writer having derived, from a little cabinet of his own, purchafed at more
cxpence perhaps than was fuitable to his circamitances, a great alleviation ol uncalines,
and much elegant enjoyment, diltrufts his own judgment in this cafe, and forbears rather
rcluctantly, giving any of all the many curious extraéts that might have been given from
thele letters, for fear of being carried farther on a favourite fubjeét, than might be accept-
able to the gencrality of readers.  The peruful of the originals in the Bl‘itiﬁl Mufcum, 1s
cahly acceflible to the curious in this way, who may there frecly gratily their curiofity.  In
the notes taken for this writer’s private ule, the references have been too often omitted,
and he has negleted to mark, particularly, every thing of this kind that has been examin-
5 but fome, and perhaps the principal references, are given in the margin (#) to dired
the fearch, and lacilitate the enquiries of fuch as think jullly, and ag they ought to think,
ot this kind of knowledee,

Vou, JV, 4 It
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It was moft probably abroad, and about the year 1675, that Mr. Courten’s dcquaint-
ance and friendfhip with the celebrated Mr. John Locke began; for in the fummer of ¢}
year the bad ftate of Locke’s health, and an apprehended confumption, induced hip t(;
repair to Montpellier, then as famous for the cure of difeafes of the lungs, as Antycira
was of old for thofe of the brains. For many years paft, people have difcontinueq ¢,
refort to Montpellier, when afflitted with pulmonary and confumptive complaints, itg gy
having been long judged peculiarly improper for them ; though it is now faid to be mych
mended, by draining a morafs, or planting, or deftroying a wood. Bifhop Atterbury
who was there in the fummer 1729, reprefents it as {o uncomfortable, that he was forccci
to take fhelter from the fultry heats, at Vigan i the Cevennes, ten leagues diftant,

The unpublifhed letters of Mr. Locke, to Mr. Courten, &c. given below [ X1, about ten
years after this time, prove the intimacy and dearnefs that fubfifted between them, ang

(XY Unpublifbed letters of Mr. Locke, to My, Cour-

ten, (Tc. given below. ]
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¢ Decar Sir, Amfl, 12 Aug, —87.
« I cannot but take kindly, from Dr, Goodall,
any fervice that he has done you: and he cannot
obleige me more than by puting it to my account,
which is with great juftice done, fince there is noe
thing that more nearly concerns me than your health.
When I write to him, I fhall acknowledge it, and
alfo recommend it to him as an interelt /ze properly
mine, that he may aflure himfelf, that if he admi-
niflers any thing to the recovery of your health, he
truly takescareof mine. Ihavenothad time,fincethe
receit of your lctter yeflerday, foe to inform myfelf
as to anfwer all the particulars of his, foe as | defire;
for which I muft beg you to excufe me to him, with
the returne of my thanks, till I fhall be in a condi-
tion to dee it by an an{wer to what he demands.
In the mean time, pray do me the favour to informe
him, that I remember a friend of mine, one Mr.
Charleton, had, by the ufc of tobacco in fnufl, ccn-
tralded at Montpeliicr, a continual bead-ach; awhich,
upon the forbearing of fuuff, left bim again: awbether
this at all concerne your prefent cafe, I bofeech you
confider s and if fufbion bas prevailed upon you to do

yourfelf barme, to quit it again. I with the more

im portunity prefe this, becaufe I remember, 1t was
with great inflance and violence I extorted that
pleafure from you, which perhaps forgetfulne/s has
{fuffered you toreturn toagain. lhavealready {poke
to a friend of mine, to get for you any raritys that
he can lighton in the Fait-Indiafleer, which 15 now
here every day expefted. I, thelaftweek, putinto
the hands of Mr. Smith, a bookleller, liverng at the
Prince’s Arms in Paul’s Church-yard, twenty-fix
draughts of the inhabitants of feveral remote parts
of the world, cfpecially the Lait Indies, they are
marked thus, 2, 3, 4, 5§, 0, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 14, 13,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 2§, 20, 27, 28, 29,
36 ; and the names of them writ on the backfide
with my hand; thofe, whole names are not writ,
if you know them not, 1 will pet explained here ;
the Brafilian Canibals [of which there are one or
two] are cafily known ; but fince there was not the
name of the particular nation from which they
were taken, I would not add them myfelf. For
the excellency of the drawing [ will not anfwer,
they being don by my boy, who hath faichfully
enough reprefented the originals they were copied
frons, for that one may fee the habits and complexion
of the people, which was the main end they were
defigned for, and thercfore you mufl excufe them
if they be not excellent picces of painting. I alfo

ut into the hands of the faid Mre. Smith, a lictle
Eu:{, with the feeds and hulks of Faniculum Sinenss.
'I'lie hutks have a very ine aromarical tafte, and are
wfed by the Mufiovites, ta be mixed with their
‘T'he, as § bave been tald, which 1s not, [ imagin,
the moft fo/ifb thing they we guilty of.  1F you
think the feeds will grow, and then find to fpare, |
would be plad you would fend two or three of them
in my name, to Jacob Bobart, the gardencer of the
l’h)l’ﬂl«:-gurdt'n v Oxford, who may endeavour
to raile plants from them.  1le s a very honell
tellow, and will not be unwilhng to furnith you
with any cutiofitics of thut &éiwde. Moreas, 1 find,

which,

by your foe often mentioning it, lies heavy upsn
your hands, not that you are weary of the bsk
but are impatient till I have 1t. | tell you {m]}-J
if I had a better friend, to whofe care to commjir i;
till 1 return, I fhould prefentiy eafe you of it bug
if you cannot be eafy in your confcience, ti]l von
find it wholly in my pofleflion, I mult intreat 5‘011
yet to have patience till X bezhinke myfelf how 1q
difpofe of it commodioufly. You are one of *Jinfy
fcrupulous friends that cannot be at relt ti]) you
have more than quitted fcores, .(for {v vour pxan
puting them to account, gives me reafon to (peal
with the kindnefs of your friends. In this refec,
Dr. Guinellon and you are well met; and I, whn
am of a more loofe and carelefs temper, am pleaf:d
to fee, that this nice bumor has a little PCTPIL"{C'i
one, or both of you, for 1 fee the Doftor is in pain
that he cannot find Goriens and the other beoks
you defired. 1 moft earneftly with your hsali),

and am,

ﬁﬂﬁﬁnqnﬁhﬂﬁ-ﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ

¢ Dear Sir,
¢ Your moft humble,
¢ and moft obedient fervant,
“ J. Locku (207 o0 s,

* I was told you promifed to enquire of Scricant
* Maynard for the hearle which cures the lep:r.!
¢ give me leave to afte whether you have don 11, [
* 15 not fit fo ufeful a thing fhould be loft.?

Direfed. ¢ For Mr. William Charleton, to be 1+
“« with Mr. William Garret, Merchand in Lime-fireet,
‘“ London.”

¢ Dear Sir, 26 Aug, —°~-,

¢ Ilately gave you the trouble of a letter, t» ot
‘ you know, that I had fent you, by DMr. Smith a
¢ Bookfeller, at the Feathers, in Paul’s Church-
¢ yard, 26 draughts of the habits of feveral fimils
¢ [efpecially Afiatick] people; and alfo a little box,
“ of the fceds of Famculum Sinenfe. What other
* commands 1 have from you, 1n your’s of 26 of
“ July, I fhall take all the care I can to give you fu-
“ tsfadtion i, 1 herewtth fend vou a letier, and a
‘ little manufcript, tv Lord Pembroke, which 1 bug
“ the favour of you to deliver to his own hands, and
¢ to fend me what anfwer his Lordthip {hall pleals
¢ to honour me with. If his Lord(hip be at Wilton,
[ bep the favour of you to fend the whole packet
away by the next polt, to Dr. David Thomas at
S.alitbury, with the letter here inclofed to him, i
I make you not an apology for this trouble, 't
heeaufe | know, with what pleafure and readinmfi
you ebleipe your friends, wEich Jays on mc (b8
preater obligation to be, as I am,

¢ Dear Sir,
¢ Your moil affefltionate and

“ Moft humble fervant, |
« J. Locke (25). (290 M%

5 ¢ ralli i""h

Direfled. ¢ For Mr. William Chatleton, to he
“left at Mr. Willinm Garrel's, a Merchand 1 Linie-
¢ flreet, London,”

Fndorfed in Mr, Courten’s hand-wiiting,

‘4 COP}’ of mine of the 26 July' in anflwer Lo Vi

 Locks’s of 1oth of June.”
« Dear
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which no doubt continued to the.c'nd of Mr. Courten’s life, for Locke, though his fenior
about eight years, was the furvivor. It appears that Mr. Courten was one of the felect
friends among whom Locke prattifed Phyﬁck, of which he had taken a Bachelor’s
degree at Oxford. That Locke practifed a little, and was exceedingly well qua-
lified for the employment, appears from many circumftances mentioned in his
srticle, and particularly from the following teftimony of tlic celebrated Dr.- Sydenham.
¢ You know how much my method has been approved by a perfon who examined it to
¢« the bottom, and who is our common friend: I mean Mr. John Locke, who, 1if we
¢« confider his genius, and penetrating-and exact judgment, or the {trictnefs of his morals,

¢¢ has {carce any fuperior, and few equals now living rx).”> T

hat Mr. Courten attended

particularly to Locke’s prefcription, and derived benelic from 1t, is evident from his an-
fwer, and from the following entries in a Saunders’s Almanac for 1698, in which there 1s
a MS. Diary, not by Dr. Walter Charleton, as 1t is entitled in the Mufeum, and the Ca-
talogue of MSS. but relative fo'ely to Mr. William Courten, being his own hand-writing,
which is fufficiently diftinguifhable, and moreover vouched as his, by the information itlelf.
¢« July 27, 1698, being diftrelled with my head-ach and giddinefs, I lett oft entirely taking
¢« tobacco in fnuff, having only taken it but four times a day, for {everal days before, and

(¢ never aftcr 7 at l‘light.”

¢« Mufeum]

Aug 20, 10y3.
but feldom, never two days confecutively for the future (y).”

““ Muit fhew my things, [meaning his

») Dlog. Prir,
Atrt. lLuCKE,
it edit. po2gg 3,
Note [H ],

e

( v) M5S.Sloana

Certainly Mr. Courten cultivated medallic {cience with pleafure, avidity, and confider- 4950+
able fuccefs : the curious may {ce the molt fatisfactory proofs of this at the Britith Mufeum,

both in the coins he colleéted, and in the accounts he has given of them.

It appears

likewife, from very many of his papers in the fame repofitory, that as a general fcholar
he was far from being contemptible, and that he was not unfkilled in making experiments. .
Some of thefe papers the curious may eafily find in Mr. Ayfcough’s Catalogue of MSS. but ta
others of them, not lefs worthy of notice, as theyare loofeand unentered, no exprefs references

canbegiven. The only paper ot Mr. Courten,

which the prefent writer has ever feen in print,

is a tranflation from an original in Latin, publifhed ten years after the death of its author,
in the Philofophical T'ranfactions, at large, Vol. xxvii. page 485, for the months of July,

Auguft, and September.

¢ Dear Sir, July 26, 1087.
¢ Inclofed, I fend you the long expected letter
from our worthy friend, Dr. Goodall, for whofe
extraordinary 4indneffe and civility to me, on your
account, | intreat the rciurn of your thanks. It 1s
now near three months, that 1 have been forely
aflicted with violent and conftant pains in my head,
accompanied with great giddynefe, infomuch that
1 was not able to read your letters on the back ot a
book, placed on a fhelf of an ordinary height,
without being ready to fall.  In this condition the
able and compaflionate Dr. found me; and after he
had taken avery exat account of the circumftances
of it, he prefcribed me f{everal things in order to
my cure; amongit others, a fort of lozenges, by
which I found benefit, though he would receive
none, it not being in my power to fix onc fingle
fee on hum, telling me, that perceiving { was fo
intimate a fiiend of yours, | fliould have his advice
gratis, 1 thank God 1 am fomewhat better than
[ have been, but [ fear that T fhall fcarcely ever be
freed from this unhappy diltemper.  Pray let me
know in your next, when I fhall fend the Morer’s
Dictionary, and the other boolis you formerly men-
toned, &c.’
'J'he letter concludes with an order for fome -
[cs, birds, and animals, from a catalogue of objedls
of Natural Hiftery, apparently on fale about this
ume at Amlterdam,

I'ndorfed by Mr. Courten, in his own hand,

““ Copy of mine of the 28th Aug. 1 anfwer to
““ Mr. Locke's of the 12th and 26th Jirz0.”

Lo a L) -, ", =, i L B ] i R M A [ L ) ", ] L] L », -

¢ Dear Sir, Aug. 28, 1087.
* I have received both yours of the 12th and =6th
milant ;5 and, according to yourotder, my Lord nat
being in town, | have fent the let. and MS. into
the country.  Mr. Smith the Bookfeller 18 not yet
arnved 5 when he comes, [ (hall enquire of him for
the favours you defigned me, and l(end to M,
Bobart fome feeds of the Faniculum Sinenje. e
Wis recommended to me not long fince, by a very
good fricad, and I gave him a fight of the collec-
Lion ot plants | m:lj)u at Montpellier, and of the
e extotic ones you were pleated 1o fend me, fe-
veral of which he had wever feen before, 1 told

B
2 @& & & A A A = B =& =

The title, and {fome account of 1t, the reader may fee below[ 27].

Mr.

Dr. Goodall what you had written relating to his
letter ; he prefents you his fervice. I am endea-
vouring to folluw your kind and good advice, and
hove fo far prevailed on myfeif, as to forbear tak-
ing tobacco 1n powder, ufing, 1nitead of 1t, cut-
tobacco : when you ure pleaied to write, 1 fhould
be plad to have your opinion about it. I have {fome
few things by me, that if your friend 1s not alrcady
furnithed wath, [ fhall take care to fend, by the firtk
opportunity ;> [ihen follows a hit of them too long
to 1niert. ]

¢ When Sir Henry Hobart was 1n town, he pro-
mifed to enquire of his father-in-law concerning
the herb you menttoned, but | heard not fince from
him. When he comes agmn, I fhall wait upon
Lim, and put him in mind of 1, My humble
fcrvice to Dr. Guenellon,’” &c.

It appears from another letter in the fame volume
of M55, that Mr. Courten fucceeded in propagating

L T T L T T . T B T T !
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the feeds of the Fawiculum Sinenje, and fent fome of

them to James Bobuart, as Locke requelted.  There
15, 7bidem, a letier from this gardener, 1o Mr, Cour-
ten, accompanied with fome African feeds ; among
which, he recommends, particularly, one under the
name of Cucumis Afvicanus echinatus,

| 27 The vitle, and fome account of it, the reader may
/;r.‘ &cfﬂ‘fu.]

. Experiments and obfervations of the effedts of
feveral forts of poifons upon ammals, &c. made ag
Montpellier, in the years 1678, and 1079, by the late
William Courten, Lig; communicated by Dr, Hans
Sloane, R.S. Seer. 'I'ranilated from the Latin MS.,

T'wo ounces of the juice of Dutch Nightihade
(Sclanum Batavicum] did a dog no manifeit injury ;
the fame dofe of the juice of hemlock | Crewra) did
not hare him; nor did he appear to be hure by
pretty large root of wolfs-bYane | Adoenitim Pardalian-
es} Druifed with the leaves and flowers of the fame
dant mixed with fleth. Two drachms ol white
Iw”chuu- [ Helleborus albus] difordered the fame dog
very much, but he recovered, aund alterwards fval-
lowed five routs of meadow-fudlion | Celedicrm Ephes
merum] Arefh dup, with which he was violently tor-
meunted, but did not die. Fwo drichms of opium
ftupified, but did not kall himo - e was alterwards
canled to be bit three or four times on the belly by

i}
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Mr. Courten was evidently a pretty general ftudent, and not ill-verfed in moft parts of
polite literature ; but whatever branch, or branches of knowledge, might, more or lefs
engage his attention occafionally, it manifeitly appears, that his forze, his principal and £
vourite ftudy, was always that of Natural Hiftory; a moft engaging and extenfive fcience
that minifters very copioufly to the wants and the pleafures of human life, and fumiﬂw;
us throughout all the works of nature, with the moft delightful demonftrations of the
wonderful power, wifdom, and goodnefs of its all-perfe author.

It has been faid, on the refpectable teftimony of Sir Hans Sloane, that Mr. Courten
¢ from his earlieft years difregarding the pomp and vanities of the world, gave himfelf ug
““ to the contemplation of the works ot God, &c.” Many papers, in Mr. Courten’s
hand - writing, appear in aid of the Baronet’s teltimony; and it feems very certain, that the
writer of them profecuted this inexhauftible {cience, in all its branches, cor amore, and
with {uccefs, to the remoteft period of his lite, which extended beyond the age of three-
icore years.

The Catalogues of Mr. Courten’s plants, at Montpellier, &c. referred to in the margin (2), (x)MSSsin
aftord abundant proofs of his {kill in Botany, and may ferve, with the affiftances of varigys 3% Pt
accidental notices contained in his papers pafim, to give a tolerable idea of the ftate, at that
time, of the Botanical Garden at Montpellier, then celebrated as the beft of the king n
Europe. His friendthip with Dr. Sherwood, which lafted to the end of his life, feems to
have been grafted, originally, on their common attachment to Botany [ Z].
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Me,

an enraged viper, and would probably have died, if fenfe,andkilled him inthree hours: andthe injeion of
he had not been cupped, fcarified, and relieved with an ounce of the fame oil, into the jugular vein of an-
Tferiaca, and volatle fpirit of hartthorn, mixed in other dog, fuffocated him in the fame moment.
broth. He was at laft killed by another dog. By An 1njeétion of ten drachms of highly re@ified
fifteen grains of the dried root of monks-hood, [Na- fgirit of wine, into the crural vein of a dog, killed
pellus) powdered and mixed with flefh and broth, 2 him quietly, and as it were with pleafure, in a very
dog was varioufly diftreffed, and miferably tormented little time. An inje®ion of five ounces of ftrong:
for an hour, but recovered by degrees. A little dog, white wine, into the crural vein of a dog, made him
by a drachm of the root of monks-hood {Napellus] very drunk; butthe drunkennefs abated and he reco.
Izboured under the fame grievons fymptoms, more vered.
violently and longer; but he likewife recovered : but An injettion of three drachms of reftified (pirie
an ounce of the leaves, flowers, and feed of the Na- of wine, into the crural vein of a {mall dog, made him
pellus, when green, bruifed, and given to a dog, apoplectick; in alittle time he recovered from his
{carce difordered him any more than if he had eaten apoplexy, but was giddy, and reeled, and dranken ;
fo much grafs. but in four hours he eat bread, and was next day out
The ftomach and fmall guts of another dog, killed of danger.
by the nux wemica, were found very red and inflamel A dog died terribly convalfed from an inje&ion of
by the corrofivenefs of the medicine. an ounce of a ftrong decottion of tobacco; but a3
A frong lufty dog was, by a warm injeftion of an fimilar injeltion of ten drops of diftilled oil of {ace,
ounce of winum emeticum, diftrefled with a variety of mixed with half a drachm of {ugar, did a dog nn
lamentable complaints, circumftantially narrated in  harm. A drachm of purified white vitrial, inj;‘éhd
the paper, and died convulfed 1n a few houars, though 1nto the crural vein, killed a dog immediazcly.
twice revived with warm broth throueh a funnel. Another recovered, with much difficulty, from an
A drachm and a half of fa/ armoniac, diflolved in jeltion of fifteen grains of falt of urince; fo alfo 4id
an ounce and a half of water, inje&ted warm into the another, from a warm injeftion of a decoétion of {ena,
jugular vein of a dog, convulfed and killed him pre- in water, to the quantity of two drachms. A mole,
fently. A whelp, bit 1n the lower lip by a blind ftung in the fide by a fcorpion, died immediately,
worm [Cewcilia] {o that the blood appeared in the convulfed; and on difle@ion, the cxperimenter difco-
wound, died the fame day.  Aninjelion of a drachm  vered that the nteflinum caccum 13 wanting 1n moles,
of Salt of Tartar, diflolved in an ounce of warm wa- Next follows, an account of the effeéts of tyinr
ter, convulfed and killed a dog almoft immediately. nerves, arteries, &e¢. in dogs, for which, the curivus
A warm inje€tion of an ounce of urine, made by a reader isreferred to the paper itfelf,
man {afting, produced no convulfion or other ill (74 ) On rheir common attachment to Botany.]
{[ymptoms, A gentle decotion of two drachms of I.xtract from a copy of a letter of William Cour.
white hellebore, well powdered, in fpring water, and  ten, Viq; to Dr. Sherwood, dated Middle Temple,

evaporated to nine drachms and a half, ftrongly pref- May 11, 1691 (20). (27 N
fed out and injected turbid into the jugular vein of a TR
dog, inftantancoufly produced convuliive motions, and « Sir,

“ T am athamed to mention the date of the letter |
receved from you s but having fo favourable an o)-
portunity of writing by Mr, Harifon, 1 could rot
but own the receipt of it, and afture you, thu
though I have not had the civility of returning an
an anfwer till now, yet 1 did feveral times wais
upon our friend, in relation to what you defired,
and acquainted him, that whatever Ainduglc he
fthould exprefs towards you, I thould clleem it ai
done to myfe!f; and he was pleafed to fay, that he

on its entrance into the heart, killed him as fuddenly
as i he had been fhot dead wath abullet; and he hung
flaccid, like a fleece, in the hands of the perfon who
held him.,

A whelp flung in the tongue, &c. a pigeon ftung
likewife by a fcorpion, the ting being often forced
ito the wounds, and the bladder, fuppofed to con-
tain the venom, being prefled, remained unhurt ; fo
alfo did a rat, included and ftung often by feorpions,
in a large glafs, ‘The provoked rat attacked the

- ) i~ " - [ Y = N -

-~
iy

{corpions and gnawed oft, and devoured part of them,
with the precantion of keeping his eyes fhut mean-
while. gcvurul animals were Ei

fpirit of falt, of {pirit of wine, and opium ; but an
injeétion of two drachms of fugar, diffolved in an
ounce of water, did a dog no harm ; and an injeétion
of a drachm and a half of common falc made him only
very thirlly, and drink preedily.,
an ounce of warmoil of olives mto the crural vein of o
htle dog, deprived him prefently of all external

5

lled by injeétions of

An njettion of halt

(hould cfpoufe your concern as it it was hiv own,
&c.&ce. My molt humble fervice to Sir Arthar Raw.
don, and when you write to Dr, Tournefort, he
plealed to give hun my feivice, 1 avif ¢ yon atnw
chub the other nipht for an hour or two, 1o lae
had a fight of a curious book of plants ot the Cijee
of Good Hope inmntature, prefented by the Setes,
to the Bifhop of London, ‘I'here were to the
number of fourty, and as our chiel Botaniil, fad,

moll of them not deferibed,  May you havea ;*Tf*'-i;t
o

- o o ®wm R B O a &
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Mr. Courten’s intimacies, correfpondencies, and friendfhips with Doéor, afterwards Sir
Hans Sloane, with Doctor, ‘after-wards §ir Tancred Robinfon, Phyfician in Ordinary to
George 1. with Doltor Martin Lifter, with -Mr. L.. Pluckenett, with Mr. Fdward Liwyd,
&c. &c. were certainly founded on congenial talte, and argue no contemptible degrees of
proficicncy in the various branches of Natural Hiftory.

Though Mr. Courten was very greatly Sir Hans Sloane’s fuperior in the knowledge of
the {cience here fpoken of, as appears from many and various evidences in the Britifh
Mufeum, neverthelels their intimacy {eems to have grown {rom their common affe@ion
for Natural Hiftory ; and their friendfhip feems to have been cemented and cherithed to the
lalt by their perfevering ardour as naturalifts, and the mutual afliftances they lent to each
other in fimilar purfuits. The extralts from Sir Hans Sloane’s own letters given below
[ AA], feem to confirm what has been {aid ; the harfheft part of which, the writer well
knows, cannot be contefted by the ableft ofhcer in the Natural Hiftory department of the
Britith Mufeum.

We can now only guefs at the nature of Sir Hans Sloane’s great obligations to Mr.
Courten ; but it feems, by Sir Hans’s own account of them, that they were very great in
whatever way, fourteen years at leaft, before the date of Mr. Courten’s laft will, by which
this very worthy Phyfician was fo much more obliged, as fhall be {hewn in the fequel. In
1687, at his departure from this country for Jamaica, in quality of Phyfician to the
Duke of Albemarle, who went there as Governour, Sir Hans Sloane, under a grateful
fenfe of peculiar obligations to Mr. Courten, purpofed, it feems, to colle&t natural things
principally for him, and to enrich a collettion which his benefaétor had been making from
his earlielt years, and for which, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that there was no incon-

fiderable foundation in his family before he was born.
However this was, Mr. Courten, about three or four years before the date of Dotor

Sloane’s firlt letter, that is, about 1684 [ BB], had returned to his native country, where
hé
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¢ heartily forry, I being new.landed here, cannot
* now fend with this any natural things; for what I
“ had at Madeira cannot be come at, which are plants,
* and what 1s here, 1 have not as yet gathered; but
N.B. Mr. Courten in his laft will, l¢ft Dr. Sher- ¢ you may affure yourfelf, that what™ thefe parts of
wood five pounds to buy bim a ring. ¢ the Welt Indies afford, is all your own, the beft way

* I can fend them. You may be fure the tafie | have
[AA] The extralds from Sir Hans Shane’s onwn Jetters ¢ already is delightful to me, for this is indeed a new
given beloaw. ] © world in all things. I wifhed heartily for you to
¢ day, if you could have been back in your Cham-

¢ {ant feafon in your intended progrefle, and the fa-
¢ ti:fattion of meeting with whatever may be rare in
¢ the parts you vifit, &c.’

Extralt of a letter fipned H. Sloane, dated from
Port{fmouth, Sept. 10, 1687, and direGted to Wil-
liam Charleton, Efq; at his Chambers over Mr.,
North’s, in Brick Court, Temple.

¢ I thank God I am come hither very fafe. 1
¢ hope before this you are likewife come fafe from
“ Dover with your friends, &c.’—¢ | hope, for my
¢ fake, you will abftain as much from excef in wine,
‘¢ as your too good and complaifant humour will
¢ fuffer you. You cannot do me a greater favour
“ than to be careful of your own health.,” [Then
follow particular advices, diretions, and preferip-
tions relative to his health, earneflly recommended to
Mr. Courten’s obfervation.] ¢ Jam extremely obliged
to you beyond any in the avorld, and upon all occa-
hons, and 1n all places, I fhall endeavour fome man-
ner of requital. I defign to fend you what 1 meet
with that is curious from the feveral iflands we land
at, which will be moft of our plantations. Remem-
ber me to all friends, not forgetting Mrs. Wood,
I am n ali fincerity,

¢ Pear Sir,
“ Your moft obedient,
‘ moil obliged, and
‘ moit humble Seivant,

. * tians Stoane.’?
N.B. Dr. Sloanc was at this time on his way to

Jamaica, in the chara@er of hyfician to his Ex-

cellency the Duke of Albemarle,

" A & & B B W

Extract of a letter fiened Flans Sloane, dated Bar-
badocs, Nov, 28, 1687, and direeted to William
Charleton, Rfg; to be left at Mr, William Cock-
ram’s, Mceichant, in London.

¢ Dear Sir,
“ I'would have wrote to you from the Madeira,
‘ but there were no Englith thips there bound home.

“wards.  T'his is the Lift one L meet, and 1 am
You, LV,

¢ bers at night. I find this place very warm; my
¢ greateft work 1s fweating and drinking water, which
¢ 1 find does well, and better than other fmall liquors
of this place. From Jamaica you thall hear and
receive from me at large. My humble fervice to
¢« Dr. Lifter, to Dr. Robinfon, to whom I defign to
¢ write very {oon, and to Mrs., Wood.
¢ Your very affeftionate, &c.’

™

=,

There 1s, ibidem, a letter, figned Hans Sloane,
dated Newhall, July 11,1690, dirccted to W, Charle.
ton, Efq; at his Chambers over Mr. North’s, Effex-
Court, Middle-Temple, full of affection, and parti.
cular dire&ions about Mr. Courten’s health.

In a letter dated likewife from Newhall, Sept. 12,
1590, and direted as above, Dr. Sloane rccommends
three Ladies, who came to town with the Duchels of
Ncwcnl‘t]c, {O fce Mr. Courten’s ﬁur rnriuﬁ'ﬁﬂ; imn-
forms him that Dr. Mullens died a1t Barbadoes, of a
{potted fever in three days; amg acquaints him with
his own intention of being in tdwu in ten days at
farthett.

There 1s,ididem, a letter direéted to the Worfhipful
William Charleton, Efg; above Mr, North’s Cham-
bers, mn the ‘'emple, dated Oxtord Sept. 25, 1691,
figned Kdward Llwyd, advertifing him ot the robbery
02‘ the Afhmolean Colle&tion, with a curions account
of the particulars, for which the reader is referred to
the Baitith Mufeum (27).

[BB] About 1634.5
Brifh Muflcum, and

In a printed paper in the
tkewife in the Pox Feritatis, ut

Supra, 1t 1s {aid, that ¢ William Courten, lifq; lived

““ in France in 1683, on a {mall eftate in.money, not
““ having a foot of land in Fngland of all his father’s
‘ or grandfather’s large pofleflions (28),"”

From a letter written by his coufin  Tofthu-
mus Salwey, dated Augult 8, 1684, from Throck-
morton, it feems that My, Courten wits then
living at his Chambers in the Temple.  Probably he
made a fhort vifit to his friends in England, in 1681- .,

¢ b ™)

(a7) MSS.
Sloan. ut fupra,

(23) lbid. 3515,
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he opened, as the Doctor himfelf informs vs, “ A Mufeum extremely well furnifhed wigly
«« every thing curious cither in nature, or for illuftrating hiftory, and ancient times.” 1

filled, it feems, ten rooms in the Middle Temple, where, fays Dr. Sloane, ¢ Mr. Courten

«« thewed it very freely, and with great civility, to the advancement ot the glory of Goyp,
¢t the honour and renown of the country, and the no {mall promotion of knowledge angd
¢ ufeful arts.”

Dr. Sloane’s own colledtion, or ¢/ofet, as is called, at the time liere fpoken of; that is, in
1687, and long after, was, probably, inconfiderable, certainly never comparable to My,
Courten’s Mufeum, which it had always, from his earlielt youth, been the chiet bufirefs of
this intelligent Naturalift’s life to form, and to render every day lefs impertedt.

It has been {aid, that in the formation and difpofition of it, Mr. Courten did not over-
look any thing that was rare or curtous 1n art, and that he enriched it very ikilfully with
coins and medals ancient and modern, antiquities [ CC' ], feals, pictures, drawings, prints,
vales, &c. for the ¢ illuftration of Hiftory and ancient tuimes;” but certainly his chief
attention was, to bring together the principal and molt curious objects of the vegetable,
animal, and mineral kingdoms, which he colle¢ted through the whole courle of his life,
with great judgment and at great expence.

It appears trom his Catalogues and MSS. in the Britith Mufeum, that this able coliec-
tor was well acquainted with the beft methods of preferving, and the molt fcientific modes
of claflifying them then known, to the improvement ot which, he leems to have been,
himfelf, no contemptible contributor. It is equally evident, and dclerves to be recorded
to Mr. Courten’s honour, and for the imitation of fuch as engage m fimilar ftudies and
purfuits, that though he did not overlook their claflification and arrangement, his principal
attention was beftowed on the wife contrivance and beneficent defign difcoverable in the
objeéts he colle@ted, on their admirable ceconomy, and on the molt judicious and ingeni-
ous applications of them to the many various purpofes of ule and ornament in human
hte.

It is highly proper, indeed abfolutely neceflary, that the multifarious objc&ts of Natural
Hiftory fhould be well afcertained, and diftinguithed with nicety in all their varieties.  ‘The
fcience, and lovers of it, are unqueftionably indebted to the able Naturahits, who have
fpent their time, and exercifed their ingenuity, deviling commodious methods of ar-
rangement, and inventing {yftems tor identifying the things about which 1t is converfant,
with accuracy, and lefs danger of fallacy or miftake.

If ftudents in this way could but agree univerfally to adopt any one of the methods or
fyftems of claffification, the worlt of them all, much more the beft, brought into general
ufe, and conftantly adhered to, would doubtlefs facilitate very greatly the {tudy, and banith
entirely that immenfe fuperfluity of {fynonymous terms, and ever-growing jargon, that is at
prefent, the embarrafiment and reproach of their favourite fcience.

All who are, or would wifh to be thought Naturalifts, certainly ought to confider, that
the beft poflible mede of clafification, the Linncan fyftem not excepted, is after all,
only an introdudtion to Natural Hiftory ; and the Naturalilt who gocs no farther, hardly
deferves that name : he embraces a cloud for a goddefs, quits a {ubftance for a fhadow,
{ubftitutes the means in place of the end of the fcience, brings the ftudy of it mto dircpu-
tation and contempt, and profecutes the knowledge of Natural Hiflory as if he concerved
it to be only a mere vocabulary  The ingenious and indcfatigable Linuwus, who fpent his
life in fabricating the curious fyflem of claflification now in vogue, mtended it certamly
for the advancement of Natural Hiftory, as a bafis for the fervice of knowledge and the
benefit of mankind. But furely {fome of his admirers feein to have overlooked lits views,
and taken the fcailold for the building ; or il the writer is miftaken in this opmion, there
can be no harm in exprefling a with, that the lovers of Nataral Hiflory, would m the pro-
{ecution of the fcience, think of the true ends of knowledge, and endcavour to promote
their own inflruétion, and the advancement of others, and not purfuc it from wmere curt-
ofity, or only for the arrangement of objedls, but chiclly with a view to their application
to the oceafions and ufes of lile, all along condudling and perfetling the ftudy in the [pir
of benevolence,

Perhaps it may be of more ufe, fome time or other, than is commonly apprehended, to de-
fine, with precifion, the clafs, order, genus, fpecies, fex, family, and habitation of a plang, lor
example, it poflible with all its varietics; but why, in the mean while, fhould the plant et
remain, I fay not ufelefs [for certainly nothing in nature is fo], but unufctul, and no atten-
tion be paid after afcertaining and arranging it, to difcover, by experiment, Its virtue as

or, as we may reafonably infer from the conclufionof  [CCY Awtiguities, ¢.]  Old, ancient, and -
another letter from his coufin Righard Salwey, dated  rigue, heighten the figntheation  of one another,
London, June 30, 1683, A fathion is o/ when it ceales to be followed ot
is anciens when the ufe of 1tis entively Lud ahde
N. B. In a marginal note on the preceding article, and w18 antique, or antiquated, when 1o has been
{). j23, the word maclaer is mifinterpreted. o the a long tume  ancients  Qldue/i relers woage, o
lemifh lnn&ungu, this word varioully {pelt, maka-  eientne/s refers to tontlies, and  anwriquiks (o
Jaer, o maciarr, &c. fignifics a broker, a fadlor, an  things that have extlled n timey bar remote from our
apgent, & man that deals 1a trade on conunifhon, &¢.  own,
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dye, 1ts benefit as a food, cloathing, or phy{ic to man, or its ferviceablenels in whatever way
to him, or to any of all the multitude of animals fubfervient to his ufe, or minifterial to his
pleafure. But even during this zera of apparently mere clafiification, Natural Hiftory
may in reality have been advanced, or advancing, and therelore, with thefe hints only,
certainly well intended, the prefent writer pafles, very willingly, from a theme fo unplea-
fant, with a fincere wifh, and in great hopes, that it may become every day lefs and lefs
neceffary for any perfon to refume it.

Mr. Courten profecuted the ftudy of Natural Hiftory in the moft ufeful way, and to its:
full extent; and he collefted, difpoled, and communicated the various objelts of it, with
folicitude, judgment, and liberality. Some inftances of this the reader may colle& from
what has been faid, to which [ fhall only add the following. Among his apparently ear-
liclt MSS. in the Britilh Mufeum, there is a methodical treatife on the afbeflos, and ot the
beft methods of applying it to various uleful purpofes, in Latin, certainly in the hand-
writing of Mr. Courten ; but whether 1t 1s altogether original, or only tranfcribed with ob-
fervations and remarks, trom the papers of Pr. Lifter, Dr. Plot, &c. publifhed about that
time, on the fame fubjelt, the prefent writer not having {een them all, cannot pretend to
determine.

When Mr. Courten could only be about the age of fourteen, his name appears in the
lift of benefaltors to “ Trapescant’s Ark”’|{ DD]; for the  Mufeumn Tradefcantianum’
was pubiifhed in 1656, 12m0. and contains an account ot the plants, fhrubs, and trees 1n
the extenfive Botanical Garden of this family, as well as a Catalogue of their Mufeum
properly fo called.  When this early collettion, after remaining for fome time in the pof-
feflion of Kitas Alhmole, Efq; who augmented it very confiderably, became, by that learn-
cd and worthy Gentleman’s bounty, a kind of public property, by being depofited at
Oxtord, where it might beft anfwer the ends of judicious enquirers through all {ucceeding
ages, Mr. Courten continued to be a generous contributor to it, and 1n a variety ot ways,
as appears from the authentic teftuinonial given below [ ££7].

Mr.Courten’s own Mufeum remains to this day,and miay be {lill feen very freely,and pro-
bably much in theftate he lettit, though improved, as may well befuppoled, and nowarranged
for the moft part, to greater advantage, according to the Linnaan fyltem.  Of his curious
coilettion, 1t is now impoflible to afcertain the exadt Catalogues, or the precife value.
Nonc of all the prefent catalogues that this writer has {cen, though difterently written, ap-
pear to be i Mr. Courten’s hand-writing, nor are they made in his way, or indeed in any
very accurate or {cientific manner. Swelled with fhort and unlcholar-like hiftories and
accounts of their contents, they amount, it is faid, in all, to thirty-eight volumes 7z folio,
and eight volumes 7# guarto; but the prelent writer has not {een the whole number of
them, nor even examined what he faw very particularly.
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Sir

[DD] < TrabescaxTt's Ark”] One of the
earlieft Mofeums formed in this country, in a fcicn-
tific way, by very intelligent colle@ors, and with li-
beral and public fpirited views, was fo called from
the name of the Flemifh fumily who formed it.  The
curtous arc referred, for farther iuformartion abouat it,
to the ““ Mujeum Trad feantianun’ mentioned in the
text, 179 pages, exclufively of the long lit of benefac.
tors, waich 1s not very fearce, or very dear, except on
account of the two fine pimts of the original collec-
tors, by Llollar, prefixed, which, during the late and
prefenthumour of preferving the headsofeminent men,
have raifed it, without any confideration of the curious

J. I{awkins affirms, on the authority of Mr.
Oldys, that HuserT’s Mufeum came at lalt into the
pofleflion of Sir Hans Sloane, molt probably with Mr.
Courten’s {uperior collettion, of which 1t might be
fome part. Of the following very rare book, or of
the colleélion 1t announces, the prefent writer knows
nothing but the title given on the autherity in the
margin (29). ¢ Caralogrs Mufei infiruédiffoni. By
v theindultiious labourof fobannes Jucobus S wammer-
““ dam, Apothecity, at Lambetn,”” 1679, Bwo. 143
pages.  About the fume time Mr. John Coners, an
imgrenious and intelligent Apothecary, wiho hved 1n
dhoe-Lane, and 1 whole hand-writing there are

pubiication ifelf, to the price ot one guinca, The fundry and very curious onginal MSs, in the Bricth
two john Tradefeants, father and fon, whom thefe  Mualeum, formed with much allidoity, with -
two prints reprefent, certainly well deferve to be better quellionable tkill, and at preat expence, another col-

l{nuw'n, for their early and eminent fervices to Bo-
taty 1n paiticular, and to Natural Hiltory 1 general,
which they Juboured expenhvely, and not unfuc.efs-
fully, to promote in this country. ‘Ihe reader iy re-
fereed for the fulleft account that has hitherto been
given of them, t the additional notes in the firft
volume ot the lait edition of the T'arner, with bio-
,’:_{';:tplncltl, hiorical, and crivical annotiutions, D435,
Vo segq- Foothiy it Catalogue tiae the prefent
Writer has ever feen of a Mufeam, piinted probubly
by Ju]!n Muayler, next fucceeds, 1o far as he knows,
1004, and 1 ovame. likewiiv,
‘“ the many vatwral racitics, with greatinduilry, cot,
: and Lty years travel into ful‘t:ig‘;n parts, colleéled
) by Roberve 1Tubert, afias Forpes, Gent, and fworn

h*]nf:mt o us Majelly, and daily to be feen at the
) RENY led the Mufic Houfe, at the Mitre, near

e Well end of St Paul’s Chureh-Yard.”  Of
llll'l Cn”rc'

or, wnd bis place of abode, the curious

L

(A cnl;llﬂguu of

lettion of Natural Hiflory, but chiefly of Antiguities;
and in 1691, he made a propofal to the public, of
opening it for general infpection. Such as are cury-
ous to know more ot this, are referred fora tarther
account of it to ¢ "I'he Athenian Mercury,” VolllV.
N 16, Nov, 21, 1691, Printed for John Dunton,
at the Raven 1n the J'ou]lr}*, in folio. ucee alfo
T'aTuer with Notes, xe. Vol VIL p. 330, aud
.-"];/'Un

[EE) The authentic teflimonial piven below.) It
15 endorfed, not win the hand-writny ot Mr. Couwrten,
but by fome other wiiter, ¢ A copy of the iegilter
‘““ of your benetattion at Oxford.”

“ Gulielmus Charleton & Medio Templo, London, Ap-
Cmipery revim natiralium variorum, doms forifgue, ubigue
gentinm cxplorator fogaciffimus o bujus Mufed anftruc -
) r{//fmi yur{/i rn.-{,/}mummam'm thtentaretd 3 cidem ¢ ot
© Juo CUMULAT IS IMG, Zyganam pifecm intepram,
Cwarias fum Coralliorumy  tum Cuuchyliorum  ppecies,
£
§

oy

(29) Ha 1.MSS,
Bagt. 5979,

(;,.} “ i Ml

ln; .‘ ™ N L 11" " . LT LYL . P " e '
:h I.}friu. Anoge ]mlllLlILH account an the edition Of nnm{/mnrn tieme  Won niudl (/:.’ur.*r. "y _}‘ugum n) Far Bivte Sloan,
CAAVLLR, wt gupray, N2z, Nol VL pagy, Noteo ¢ faoravin (30).° mhﬂ' PATE
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From what has been faid, however, the reader may poflibly be inclitied to believe, witls
vhe writer of this article, that Mr. Courten’s colletion was choice and valuable ; nor is it
very unreafonable to fuppofe, that it nright nearly amount to the full price that was after.
wards given to the heirs of his generous and bountiful executor for the Mufeum, augment-
ed no doubt, in very many refpetts, but dintinithed, as has been mientioned, in one refped
at leaft, on whicli certainly, its value greatly depended, and on which it was chiefly
eftimated.

It remained for about half a century after the death of Mr. Courten, in the poffeflion of
his executor and refiduary legatee, who certdinly added very muclt to it, and was then
purchafed in 1753, for the ule of the public, without fo much as thie mention of the name
of its firft, and moft fcientific collettor and proprietor, o far as appears in the whole courfe
of the tranfaction, for 20,000/: though the coins and precious ftones alonz, were faid to be
of that value (2). Itis now preferved with the Cottonian, Edwardian, and other public
Libraries, the Harleian and other MSS. a liberal royal donation of books and pamphlets,
‘he carious collections of Sir William Hamilton, from Herculaneum and Italy, of Sir Joleph
Banks and Dr. Solander, from the Iflands in the South Seas, and a very conliderable and
accumulating treafure of other occafional donations of printed books, MSS. coins, and
various objets for the illuftration of ancient times, and Natural Hiftory, at the national
expenee, in the Britith Muteum.

There is a memorable claufe in the preantble to the Act of Parliament for the purchafe of
this Mufeum, which the reader may not be difpleafed to find here, as it 1s not foretgnto
the purpofe of this article ¢+ ¢¢ Whereas all Arts and Sciences have a connection with ezch
¢c other, and difcoveries in Natural Philofophy and other branches of fpeculative know-
<« ledge [for the advancement and improvement whereof, this Muteum was intended] do,
‘« and may, in many inftances, give help and fuccefs to the molt ufeful experiments and
¢¢ inventions; therefore, to the end that the faid Mufeum may be preferved and main-
¢ tained, not only for the infpedtion and entertainment of the learned and the curious, but
¢ for the-general ufe and benefit of the publick: May it pleafe your Majefty to enad,
¢ and be it enacted, That out of all or any of the monies to be railed by virtue of this
«« AQ, the full and clear fum of twenty thoufand pounds, lawful money ot Great Britain,
¢ fhall be paid to the executors of Sir Hans Sloane, &c.”

This very juft fentiment, if not borrowed from Cicero, we find in his fine oration lor
Archias the Poet; and he has exprefled it with the accuracy of a Philofopher,
and the curious felicity of a man of gentus. ¢ Omnes artes—habent quoddam coin-
¢ mune vinculum, & quafi cognatione quadam inter fe continentur.

This judicious confideration anticipates and obviates, in a fatisfatory manner, the fri-
volous obje&ions to a public provifion of this nature, which generally originate 1 illibera-
lity and narrownefs of mind, and ought to keep wit from over-running judgment in eiti-
mating inconfiderately, the comparative value of the various branches of fcience. 'lo
form fuch eftimates juftly, requires an impartiality, a greater compafs of knowledge, and
more patient deliberation than is commonly poflefied.  Non omnia poffumus omuzs
and even fcholars eminently diftinguithed in various branches of literature, arc apt
to err, and to be too precipitate, and too peremptory n this refpect.  There 1s a prone-
nefs to over-rate what we have acquired, to under-value what we have not attained,
and to diflike and defpife what we have neglected, which ought to be guarded agamit, as
it often difcourages ftudy, betrays ignorance, and lfuggelts objections that recotl to the re-
proach of the objectors.

The purchafe in queltion generoufly oflercd at lefs than half its value, if it had buen
rejeted, would have been (till more difgracclul to this nation, than the lofs of Vollius's
finc library, fuppofed to have been the belt private library then in the world, concerning
which the prefent writer takes this opportunity, to give a little information below{ /7],

omitted, or unobferved by the biographer of Isaac Vossius, in the firlt edition ol this
work.

The acquifition of Mr. Courten’s coliettion, augmentcd, as has been faid, in books and
various refpeéts by his worthy exccutor, and through his liberality oflered, at a price fo
inadequate to its real value, the efltablithment and fupport of it for public ufe, is very
Lonourable to this nation, and appears to be an at of truc wifdom and found policy.

pounds per annum (32)."
'I"his fine library, the
Voflius and of his father

[FF] A little information below, &c.] *¢ The ¢
<t library of Voflius, in which were a great many
i« Greek MSS. befides five hundred printed books
¢+ a4 fuarce as any MS. was offered to our Univerlity
¢t at Oxford, but unhappily loft through mifina-
« nagement. 'I'he molt ancient of his MSS. Voflius
« had begged of Chriftina, Queen of Sweden (31),
¢ and thefe he had from time totime tranfcribed b

the hands of onc Faulkner, n Scotchman, whicf:
¢« he fold to the King of France, and for fome ycars
¢ together, wmade little lefs than one hundred

joint colle€tion of 1lac
John Gerard Voflius

Leyden, to the great fhame and reproach of Fuglind,
Gabriel Naudeus, wha publithed in Latin, 1n 104,
¢ Inflru@ions concerning ereéting a Library,” never
faw, it fems, this curious library of Voflias, thnu!;h
he fays he had often importune Profeifor Perizoniu

to procure him that pleafure (33). 1
)

iy

more judicious fcholar, was fuffered to he purch:lfud[ o
and carried out of this kingdom by the Umverhty ol 1,
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In all ages it has been an object of political attention, and ought to be {o for ever i
every civilized and wife nationfvto promote uicful learning, to cherifh liberal arts, and
{acilitate the ftudy by fupplying the fludents of them, with fuitable afliftances of books,
MSS. enticing materials, and every fitting encouragement. The kings of this world do
really imitate the Xing of kings,. and arc truly his vicegerents on earth, when they are
thus his minifters for gool to their pzople, and blefs them by opening fountains of ufeful
inftruction, clegant enjoyment, or innocent amufement. By the erection of Libraries and
Mufeums in their dominions, they build permanent temples to their own glory, and fecure
to themfelves a fort of ionourable immortality, by furnithing the mcans, and patronifing
the nftruments of it. -

Public hbraries {eem, indeed, to be as neceflary as public walks; for ¢ reading is to the
¢« mind what exercile is to the body; as by the one health is preferved, ftrengthened,
«« and invicorated 5 by the other Virtue, which is the health of the mind, 15 kept alive,
t« cherifhed and confirmed (*).”  In an age when the expence of living is {oincreafed and
Lcreafling, that buying books is the firlt article of expence retrenched, that large libraries
acc got beyond the reach of moft fchoars, and even mufeums in miniature are become
japiudent becaule over-coltly purfuits for individuals, the convenience and felicity of this
public provifion for mental improvement, and mtelleftual gratifications, are likely to become
moere and more {enfibly felt, and to be more gencrally rlorted to by people of different
ruaks in hfe, for filing up with pleafure and profit the accidental intervals of leifure, in ways
that may contribute to their delight in retirement, their ornament m company, and their
abitity in bufinefs. It would be lamentable indeed, and a fubjeét of equal concern and
re:roach, if tn a kingdom where no encouragement is withheld from lefs laudable fchemes

of paltime and trivolous amufement, an eftablithmentin favour of more manly, more ratio~

nal, more elegant, and more ufcful employment fhould be objeéted to on the fcore of ex-<
pence, or fail for want of [upport.

Belides what might be urged in recommendation of a Mufeum well furnithed with coins,
&c. &c. arranged with propriety for the itfaftration of hiftory and ancient times, a judicious
and well-aflorted collection of antmal, vegetable, and mineral objets, may truly and de-
voutly be confidered as A $Sanétnary of Gon, filled with numberlels pleafing and inftruc-
tive evidences of Hisadorable goodnels, wifdom and power, properly furnifthed and ordered
for Iree and general infpection, to attract rational notice and ferious examination, to ex-
cite, enliven, and confirm in the minds and hearts of all bebolders, the moft pious and
fa.atary impreflions of the Creator, Preferver, and Governor of all.  In this view it 1s
unqueilionably well worthy of national attention dnd expence, as being evidently a great
¢oud mean of adding many to the number, and much to the degrees of our purelt enjoy-
nents, nf making good fubjetts, by making good men, and of extending the boundaries of
Icience i every way imaginable.  The pious, the confiderate, the curious, the idie, and
the cay, as they refort to it promifcuoufly, may be benefited there, in an almolt infinite
viiety of ways; and people of genius, by lucky and random-ftrokes of ingenuity, may
draw iuminous fparks {from one thing and another, fufhcient to point out ways and means
of applymg them happily to purpofes of ule, conveniency, and ornament, and thereby
to difcover new methods of leflening theevils, of alleviating the labours, and of multiplying
or enlivening the pledfures of human lite.

As it 1s the profefled mtenton ol this work to promote knowledge, and the love of it,

as well as to celebrate merit in every way, there needs no apology {or this, or any fimilar

digretlion, i the courfe of this article.  "The prefent writer, well aware of the nature and
lcanunclsof any information that can now be given, or obtained, of Mr, Courten, would not
have undertaken fo barren a fubject, but chiefly in confideration of this feientific man’s pur-
Laits, and ol his Mufeum, now the property of the public, which furnifhed collateral mat-
ter for a proper article in this work, and a fair occafion of enlarging on parts of know-
ledge that have at times been ignorantly undervalued, and even invidioutly treated, with a
degree ol ablurd rudenels and mdignity, tending alike, in his epinion, to the diminution
ol the nocent and elegant amufements of life, and to the genceral prejudice of ufeful
fcience,

Nt lcems difficult to account for the twenty-five years, which Sir Hans Sloane fays Mr.
Clourten [pent abroad, without (v ppoling that he revifited Montpellier, and lived beyond
lca Jor ayear or two, after his return to Fagland in or about 1684. The laft fourteen
oc hifteen years of his life he pafled in chambers at the ‘I emple, promoting the knowledge
of MNatural FHiflory, and exhibiting his colle€lion grazit; in an mltru@ive manncer, ot which
the reader may Jorm fome idea from what has been faid.  Latterly the declining ftate of
s healels obliged him to practile more abltemioufnefs than was agreeable to his convivial
tim s and for feveral years he was under the neeeflity of abfltaining almoft entirely from
tacad all fpivituous lquors, in which, from a companionable difpofition, and in com-
Phance with a fathion then much more prevalent than at prefent, it fecms that he in-
dulped at tines, vather too freely,  Ile died at Kenlington Gravel-Pits, on the 26th of
Mare s 1702, aged fixty-three, and was buried in the church-yard of that parifh.  The
ileription on his monument there, which fhall be piven at the conclufion of this arti-
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tle, was compoled by Sir Hans Sloane, who inherited by his will the bulk of L fortune
There is, moreover, in the Britifh Mufeum, a paper writtag by this Baronet, which mntain;
the following honourable teftimony to Mr. Courten’s charalter: ¢ ‘He was a man of t}ye
‘“ greatelt integrity and benevolence, remarkably modeft and inoffenfive, snd a fincere
t* believer in Chriftianity.” .

The following paflage in the life of Sir I1ans Sloane, in the firlt edition of this worl
E/;Iwe rife to thig and the preceding article. It is certainly injurious to the memory 0;“

r, Courten, and contains an infinuation or fuggeftion to the prejudice of his chara&er
})robably not intentional, which nothing, either in Sir Hans Sloane’s laft will 0;

n the Eloge quoted by the biographer, can juftify, It is therefore neceflary to take }omc
notice of it herey to enable the future writer, or reviewer of Dr. Sloane’s life, to {tare it
more unexceptionably, and in greater confiltency with accuracy and truth (4),

“ Qur Author’s [ Sir Hans Sloane’s] thirft for Natural Knowledge, feems to have heen
‘“ born with him, fo that his cabinet of rarities may be faid to have commenced with J;
“ being. He was continually enriching and enlarging it ; and the fame, which in a couri
““ of years it had acquired, brought every thing that was curious in art or nature, to be
¢ firlt offered to him for purchafe. But thefe acquifitions increafed it but flowly, in
‘“ camparifon af the augmentation it received in 1701, by the death of William Courten
‘« Efq; a Gentleman who had emplayed all his time, and the greateft part of his fortune.
‘“ in colleing rarities, and who bequeathed his whole colle&ion to Dr. Sloane, on condi.
“ tion that he fhould pay certain legacies and debts with which he had charged it (¢). Our
“ Author {Sir Hans Sloane] aceepted the condition and performed the will of the Donor
‘“ punctually : on which account, there are fome who do not fcruple to fay, he purchafed
““ Mr. Courten’s curiofities at @ dear rate (d).”’

The article trom which the preceding paflage 1s quoted, was written, as the fignature
indicates, by Dr. Philip Nicholls, who feems to have known what he has not faid, thouol
molt probably true, that Dr. Sloane’s Cabinet of Curigfities, notwithitanding its com-
menceiment with bis being, and all its enrichments, and all its enlargensents, was il compa-
ratively inconfiderable, before the augmentation, as it is called, received in 1701 (he
fhould have faid in 3702] by the death of Mr. Courten. It appears moft probable from
Dr.Sloane’s own teltnnony, that he colleCted principally, not long before this time, for Me.
Courten’s mufeum,poflhibly withthe hopes, and it the profpect of benefit fromn the {urvi vorfhip,
for he was cighteen years younger than his friend. It does not appear that the DNodor's
own cabinet of curiofities had acquired the fame advantageous to it, as his biographer men-
tions, hefore 1702. That year, which was the firflt of its junétion with Mr. Courten’s
Mufeum, was molt probably the commencement of the era of its celebrity.

It is left, and recommended to the future writer or reviewer of Dr. Sloane’s life, to
examine tlie lalt will and the eloge quoted by Dr, Nicholls, u¢ fuprn, the confideration of
which does not properly belong to this article ; though it feems neceflary to oblerve here,
that whereas Dr. Sloane’s biographer, in the fore-cited paffage, would lead his reader to
believe, that Mr. Courten died poor, and in debt, for the payment of which, his creditors
were bebolden to an exertion of Dir. Sloane’s generofity and friendthip for the deceafcd,
the real fact was certainly otherwife. Mz, Courten died rich, and contributed very con-
fiderably to the enrichment of Dr. Sloane, in appointing him, by his laft will; s executor,
with a legacy of 200/ for his trouble, and the benefit of betng his refiduary legatce.  This
appears to have been the truth of the cale; and though the prefent writer has not feen Sir
Hans Sloane’s wild, or his ¢loge, he 1s neverthelels confident that there can be nothing in
them to difprove it.  "L'be following (hort account of an attefted copy of Mr. Courten’s
will, extracted from the Regiltry of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, is amply lufli-
cient to prove all this, and to {hew that Dr. Sloane, inftead of purchaling Mr. Courten’
Muleum as a dear rate, acquired, at this Gentleman’s death, a very confiderable accellion
to his fortune, though it 1s. now 1mpofbble to afcertain the value of it witli precifion.  The
authentic paper from wlich the account is given, this writer will depofit in the Britifh
Mulcum, to throw fome hight on the {tory of its oniginal colleCtor, and to be preferved
with the other vouchers for the truth of what has been advanced in the hiflorical part ot
this and the preceding articles.

Mr. Courten’s lalt will 15 dated March 10, r701-2: of the three codicils annexed to e,
the firll 18 dated March 20, 1701-2; the fecond is duted March 22, 17o1-2; and the il
bears the date of March 23, 1705-2, only three days before Mr. Cowrten’s death ; and the
probate 1s dated April 4, 1702, in which Dr. Slaane is exprefsly prohibited, oy whatever
raafon, from intermeaddling with the goods, &c. of the Honourable Llizabeth, Countels
Dowager ok Lxeter latcly decended, or with the eltates of Mr. Courten’s father, ot
grandfathen,

Lo dmgrimis. ¢¢ Mr. Courten appointa. hiy after-named exeentor to fell and difpole of
“ what gonds of any fort, or other perlonal eflare hie thauld leave behind him, o the helt
“ advantage, in order wa pay the debts and bequells mentioned in the fequel of his wills
“ except lugh particwlar things as ha difpafes of otherwide by his, will.”
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C O U RT E N.

3. ¢ Mr. Courten {tates the whole amount of his debts, which he orders to be paid
¢« with all convenient {peed, at the exaét fum of two hundred and forty-eight pounds,
« {ix thillings and eight-pence fterling, and no more.”.

3. Mr. Courten mentions a number of little legacies in finall fums of money, fome of
which he revokes, augmerits, and alters varioully, in the codicils annexed to his will. The
fum total of them fhall be given in the fequel, and the reader, if curious, is referred for
farther particulars, to the willitfelf in the Britith Mufeum, to the (ignature, fealing, and
publication of which, Bernard Lintotc the book{eller, fubfcribes his name as one of the three

- witnefles (é). ‘

, T]‘P na ~ . = . . 1 . .
E‘Iﬁ.h,,ltac wo 4. The tollowing are the expréls words of Mr. Courten’s will relative to Dr. Sloane :
fr”f we ¢ The refiduc of my eftate, above what will pay my debts and other legacies, I give to

wt b Mor- ¢y executor; and I do hereby appoint Doctor Hans Sloane, of the parifh of St. Giles
P « in the Fields, to be the lole executor of this my laft will and tetament.”
¢. ‘The firlt codicil, dated ## /upra, difcovers that Mr. Courten was entitled, after the
death of his aunt, Lady Kmghtley, to two mortgages, ot which there is no mention made in
his preceding will.  The firlt mortgage, dated July 7, 1685, for the fum of 1600/, the
fecond, dated Nov. 24, in the year preceding Mr. Courten’s death, for 400/. Both thefe
mortgages were lecured to his aunt Dame Ann Knightley, who was to have the interelt of
both the aforefaid {fums during het life, the precife date of which, at the time when this
codicil was added, the reader may alcertain by looking back to an attefted certificate of
her bapti{m given in the foregoing article.
6. The tollowing bequeft to Dr. Sloane is given in the exprels words of the teftator :
« [ do herecby will and devife to my executor two hundred pounds, in confideration of
¢ his great trouble.”
=, In the fame firft codicl of the 20th of March 170%; Mr. Courten alters, in fundry
refpets, his tormer will, augments generally the fums ot his legacies, and increafes the num-
be- ot his legatees, by the addition of Mr. John Gibbes of Mellington, Dr. Paul of Mont-
pellier, and Dr. Sherwood. The fignature, &c. of this codicil is attefted by three diflerent
o Thedme witnefles (%).
8 What has been called the fecond codicil, dated two days after the firft, Is only a me-
Gyt morandum annexed to the firlt codicil, and relative folely to Dr. Sloane ; it i3 conceived in
the toliowing terms, and given here entire. |
“ Memorandum, That itis my intention and méaning, that the {everal fums or legacies
¢« given by this codict”’ | meaning the preceding codicil,dated March 20,] ““to my will,thould be
““ pad by my executor therem named, {o foon as the two {ums of one thoufand pounds and
‘“ tour hundred pounds mentioned in this codicil, wherein 1 have intereft, thall be paid my
““ exccutor, and no fooner. Dated the two and twentieth day of March, r70f. William
“ Courten. Signed, fealed, and publithed by the teftator; in the prefence of us who fub<
“ {cribed the fame in his prefence.  Fobn Cumberford, Thomas Smith, Fobn Chandler.”
9. The third codicil relates likewile folely to Dr. Sloane, and is therctore given entire,
and veirdatim, from the authenticated copy, ¢ fupra.
“ Whercas [ William Courten, of the Middle Temple, London, Efg; have made my
laft will and teftament in writing, and have conftituted and appointed Hans Sloane,
Doctor in Phyfick, fole cxecutor thereot, and have made a codicil theretoi.  Now |, the
lard William Courten, do hereby give and bequeath unto the faid Hans Sloane, his exe-
cutors and admumitrators, to his and their own ufe and benefit, all the relt and refidue
of my perfonal and teltamentary eftate whatfoever, after the payment of iy debts, lega-
cies and funcral cxpences, and I defire this may be added as a further codicil to my
“fad will.  In witnels whereot T have hercunto {et my hand and f{eal this three and
“ twentteth day of Marchy anno Domini 1701, William Courten,  Signed, {caled, pub-
““ lthed, and delivered in the prefence of us, Jobn Cumberford, Thomas Smuh, Jobs
“ Chandler.”

Mr. Courten’s bequefts and debts, taken all together, amounted to no more
than 2,020/, 65, 84. flerling,  To pay this fum, his cxecutor had in noney fecured
on two mortgages to Dame Ann Kmghtley, and payable at the dcath of that Lady
then aged cighty-cight |GG ], fourteen hundred pounds; and a legacy to him-

felf
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[l ‘.f:'] .i[;:ﬁf n‘:qu!r)'-rr;q»frr.'] Tas I.:ldy did not
out-live her nephew a full vear, for fhe died on the
it of Feb, 170295 the following account of her,
i"itl";lﬂt{!ll‘ Bom o recent publication, contains fome
curious iformation, and comes very lealonably to
eepbiin and confirm many parts of this article,

Ao, daughter of Ste William Courten, Kut,
Widow of ILflex Devereax, ooy manried for her fecond
hulband Richard Kntghtly, 146; of Faufley in North-
smptonthive,  Charles 1, before his coranation, ore-
wed Richard Knightley a Knight of the Bath, but
oir Richard did ot lonir enjoy this honour, for he

died June 29, 1661, and was buried in Faufley
Church,  Sir Richard’s firflt wife was a daugheer of
the celebrated Jobu Hampdrn th: pauior, by whom
he had one fon, Richard Knightey, who died un-
mariied at Paris aged 26; and onc daughter, Elizaa
beth, who died when a childe By his fecond wife
Ann, daughter of Sir Willtam Courten, Sir Richard
had 1ffue, 1. A fon, named Efix Knightlry, who was
his heir, and married Sarab, danghier of ‘I Foley,
'dq; by whom he had a daughtcr nanced Sarab,
He died 11 1690 about the age of 212, and left this
daughter Surab, a rich heirels, thouph fhe did nos

inherit
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fell of 200/, wmore. Dr. Sloane therefore being /fole executor and refiduary legatee
might, or might not fell, jult as he plealed, and not chufing to part with any thing, he
judged it molt prudent to {ecure to himlelt entirely Mr. Courten’s Mufeum, &c. by pay-
g the expences of his friend’s funeral, and a fum ot 420/, 6s5. 84.

Now in point of time, thirty years betore this, it has been faid in the courle of the nar-
rative, and it may be feen from the Collettor’s own account of only a very few particu-
tars then purchafed, that this price was not even one halt of the fum, which Mr.Courten hag
then expended in three years only, and during the very worlt ftate of his affairs, when he
had the fmalleft, indeed no certain tncome, and was involved in the greatelt expence and
folicitude (f).

It ought likewife to be obferved, that Mr. Courten, as appears from the MS. referred
to, had not then even begun to colle€t comns, &c.  His Mufeuin at that time was in jt"
very infancy ; the part of it, probably not inconfiderable in fuch an opulent mercantile
tamily, which it is not unrcalonable to fuppole came to him as an heirloom, augmented
no doubt by the contributions ot his friends, and his own preceding unappretiated collec-
tions, was not included in the eftimate here fpoken of ; and for more than thirty fucceflive
years, it is faid, that « he employed all his time, and the greatelt part of his fortune,” in
cariching and enlarging 1t.

Thefe things being confidered, 1t may be fairly concluded, that the author of the e/sge,
wrote not like an hiltorian, but as a declaimer, and abfolately at random, if he has faid
any thing to induce Dr. Nicholls, or any body to think, that Sir Hans Sloane purchaled
Mr. Courten’s Mufeum ¢ a2 a dear rate.”

Certainly it came to Dr. Sloane, as it did afterwards in its augmented ftate to the pub-
lic, very much under its original and real value. Sir Hans bears an honourable tefti-
monv to the {ingular modelty of his triend; and confidering the benevolent caft of this
(cientific Gentleman’s character, 1t 1s not improbable, that it was Mr. Courten’s defire, as
well as Dr. Sloane’s intereft, that the Mufeum fhould be kept entire, that it thould devolve
at a great under-value to his friend and executor, and even that it might ultimately be
fettled according to 1its final deftmation, as the property of the public, at a price very
much reduced.

It detraéts nothing, certainly it is not meant to detract any thing, from the merit and pa-
triotifm of the great improver, and nnmediate donor of the Muleum, to think that his
bounty might originate in the generofity, and grow out of the public kindnefls, and national
triendfhipof itsfirft ColleCtor. Itdoesnot indeed clearly appear thatthis was attually the cafe,
from any direct proof now vilible, or lutherto {cen ; but unqueftionably Mr. Courten on
his death-bed intimated defires, and recommended things to his executor, not mentioned
in the written will, which his worthy friend neverthelefs obferved as a will, and performed
rehigioutly.

The following epitaph contains one proof cf this, which fhall be given, with a reference
to its proper place in the infeription, as the conclufion of this article.

“Yuxta bicy fub marmoreo tumulo, .
Jacet Gulielmus CourtuN, cui Gulielnus pater, Gulielmus avus (g)
Mater Catberina, fobannis Comitis de Bridgewater filia,
Paternum vel ad Indos preclarum nomen.
Qui tantis haudquaguam degener parentibus,
Summa cum laude vite decurvit tramitem.
Gazarum per Europam sndagator fedulus,
Ruas, binc tlline fibi partas, negavit nemini,
Sed cupientibus expofuit bumaniffime,
Non avare mentis pabulum, fed ingenii.
Si quid naturee, fi quid artis nobile opus,
Id quovis pretio fuum effe voluit,
Ut Mufis lucidum conderet Sacrarium.
AR Morti bac non funt cure!
Hic Mufarum cultor tam eximius,
Hrc tam infigms viator,
OQbirt, quievity, 7 Ki. Apr. A. D. 1702,
Fixit annos 62, menfes vi, dies 28.

mherit the eftate of Faufley, which went to his uncle married to Sir Thomas Delves, Bart.  In the
Devercux Koightley, who died in 1681, and leftit to  book from which this intelligence iy given, it i fad,
a fon of thename.  Saral the widow of liflex K"ilih[' that Lady Knightley, after ’fn'ing twie married,
lev, manried for her fecond hufband, John Hampden, the fortieth and fecond year of her widowhood, died

ard Knighdey had likewife two daughters by Mr.  compleated her eighty-ninth year, for fhe was bap:

Cowmten'’s aunt, 1. Ilizabeth, who was married to  tize Jan. 17, 1614, ay appears from the replited of
st bdward  Scabright,  Bart. and 2. Jane,  her baptifm given i the preceding article (35).
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COURTLEN COURTNEY.

Pompa, quam vivus fugit, ne mortuo fieret,
Teftamento cavit [ HH)..
Sed boc qualecunque Monumentum,
Et quam potuit immortalitatem
Bene merenti, merens dedit.

Lans Sloane, M. D.

[HH] Teflamento cavit.] Tt feems probable, that
Sir IHans had mentioned his intention of erefting a
monument to Mr. Courten’s memory, in Weltinin-
fter-Abbey ; and that Mr. Courten, difliking the pro-
pofal, had exprefsly requefted of his friend not to do
it ; for 1t 1s very certain there i1s no mention made of
chi-~ 1n Mr. Courten’s written will.

From what has been f{aid, it appears that Mr,
Coaurten mull have had noinconfiderable fortune,toen-
20ie am to hive like a Gentleman, and to leave be-
hend jam befides his Mufewm, a fum in money, of

1,400/, ‘Fncre were two papers, contiining accurate

COURTNEY (WiLrram), Archbifhop of

{tatements of Mr. Courten’s accompts for two years,

tranfcribed for publication, which went nigh to afcer-

tain with precifion, both his annual income, and

his fifter’s livelihood. But as it is judged improper

to {well this account by inferting them, the reader can

only be referred to the originals in the Britith Mufeum,

MSS. Sloan. 3962 : and to the fame repofitory and
MS. the curious muit go, it feems, for a fight of the
letters figned, P. SaLwey, and other vouchers in-
tended to have formed the note[D] fo often refer-

red to, but neverthelels omitted in this article. ]
C. N.

Uchard Il was the fourti fon ot Hugh Courtney, Earl of Devonthire, by Margaret,
daughter of Humphrey Bohun Earl of Heretord and Effcx, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter

- of King Ldward I{a). and was born 1 the year 1341 (4).
nmfeifl to thie ftudy of the Civil and Canon Law.
he obtamned three Prebends m thiee Cathedral Churches, iz,
- tuoie of Bath, Fxeter, and York (¢).  The nobuity of his birth, and his eminent learn-
| recommending him to public notice, m the reign of Edward IIL he was promoted

catring mto Floly Ovders,

=y 3

He had his education at
Atterwards,

7

m 1369, to the Scee of Heretord (f:z’), and thence tranflated to the See of London, Sep-

tember the r2th 1375, being then mothe 34th year ot his age (e).

Ina Synod, held at

} ondon in 1376, Bithop Courtney diltinguithed himicit by his oppofition to the King’s

demand of a fubfidy [4]; and prefently after he fell under the difpleafure of

the Iipgh

Court of Chancery, for publithing a Bull of Pope Gregory II. without the Kimg’s confent

[ R

before his tribunal in St. Paul’s Church : but that herefiarch being accompanied by John of
Gaunt Buke of Lancalter, and other nobles, who fecretly tavoured his opinions { €], the

[ 4] Heoppofed the Kina’s demand of a [ubfidy.] e

Livd before the Synod a written account of iome -

juries offered te him, and William Wickham Bithop of

Wincheiter, and conjured the clergy not to grand the
fubiidy required, 1l fudsfaction was made tor them.,
The Synod hereupon being divided, the King could
notobratn afubitdy, tll he had given hopes of redrefs;
which however he thoushit no more of aiter the beuds -

ing up ol the Synod (1),

l_ﬂj i /J.'.‘.‘"*K.fﬂ!“f‘lf a Nl ;ff' /]nf’;' (;J'L‘L;{.?;_*}* Il avithont
The Affe was this s Pope
Gregoy H had Lrtely excommunicated the Florentines,
anu ekl dudpatche Ul Bualls every where, ordering
et edts to be fevzed. 'Hhe Bauliop of London, with-

“ooatcoubniiae the Kiner, pablithed the PPope’s Buatl at

CeoltoCiat Dan b rave the popalace licence to plunder
Ueoivutes of fach Florentines as were in the City.
Tu Lo Ma,orh redpon, teileaning the violenceof
Loy L ople, Clanpad o deal on the doors of the Flo-
Feniies, amd condadted them to the ]xing, wlhio tuok
Lot s protection, Atterwaads, by ovder ol the
Ureothe Bithop of I aeter, Lord Hiph Chancellor,
fannoned tie Brhop of London tnto the Court of
Cote ety toania e tor having diced to pubhiudl the
Pope’ s Bull, witiean ¢ ntont ot the Ninp and Counal,
| the biwe ol the Tand.  Courtney
oaded tee Vo cuthonty and comimand, But the
Chaneen Ion oove fentence, thiat be thould cither forfeit
e temporaliiow, or revole his words with his own
moui,  With tume dithealty the Bithop of London

and oy s

obtained, that he e bt re-call them by one of his
Olicery

| and accordingly an Ofhicial mounted Paul’s
Crols, and addreilfed the people i thefe words @ My
Loord fuil] uurluﬂ_l;" alout the byterdict o it 15 firange you
;’-.’uu..r/.f,w{/};m/,-;;/mw, whe hear jo nany  fermons from
(s place (.‘.)

[ L e Dube of Luancafler, and other Nobles, fe-
cetly favonred Wikt openions, | 'Fhis appeared
tpenly by their behaviour upon this occalion.  1'he
Duke of Lancaiter, the Lord Mar{hal Percy, and
ulanrn, culn:/nlunuucud Wicklfl by their prefence in the

0L, y

Bifhop

Bithop of London’s Court. There was a vaft con-
courfeof people about St. Paul’s Church, fo that the
Lord Percy could not pafs through the crowd without
atfhiculty.  Courtney was alarmed at Wickliff’s ap.
pearance i fo extraordinary a manner : upon which
there enfued the tollowing dialogue between the Bi-
thep und the wtwo Lords above-mentivned ; which I
fhatl fee down in Fox’s lanpuage (*).

© Bifpop Courtney., Lord Perey, if I had known be-
fore hand what magteries you wou’d have kept, [
wou'd have topt you out from coming hither.

“ Duke of Lancafler. He fhall keep fuch mafteries
¢ here, tho’ you fay nay.

“ Lord Percy. IWickliff, fit down, for you have
* many things to anlwer to, and therefore have need
¢ of a folt feat,

¢ Lifbop Courtney., TItis unreafonable that one cited
‘ before hiy Ordinary fhould fit down during his an-
‘ {wer ; he ithall tand,

“ Duke of Lancafier. The Lord Percy’s motion for
¢ Wickhfbis but reafonable.  Andas for you my Lord
‘ Bithop, who are grown fo proud and arropant, I will
‘ bring down the pride, not of you only, but of all
“ the prelacy i ngladd, Thou bearcit thyfelf fu;
¢ brag upon thy parents, which fhall not be able to
‘“help thee; they (hall have enough to do to help
‘ themiclves.

© Bifbop Courrncy. My counfidence 13 not in my pa-
¢ rents, norinany man clfe, but only in God in whom
“ Lurult, by whole afliltance I will be bold to fpeak
“ the truth,

“ Dube of Lancafler. Rather than tale thefe wordsy
“ at the Buhop's hands, I'll pluck him by the hair of
¢ the head out of the church,?

Thefe Inlt words, though fpoken foftly by the
Duke 10 one next him, were aver-heard by the Lon-
doners, who, being enraged to fee their Bithop thus
wled, would have torn the Duke to pieces, had not
Courtney interpoled, and checked their fury. How-
ever they could not be reftrained from marching di-

re¢tly to the Duke of Lancaiter’s Palace in the Savoy,
4 X
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Canterbury in the reign of King
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() Thisappears
rom bis aze at
the time of bis
premotion ro the
Yee of London.

(¢) Regiftr.Seda
bUFYt

The next year, in obedience to the Pope’s mandate, he cited Wicklifl to appear -

(*) Ats and
Monumenta.



