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BROWNE (S TaomAs).

¢ purchafed an_eftate (g)." . There are .but very few particulars recorded of this ingen)-
ous man, though his warks were {o much celebrated in his, owq: time ; and:we, can add
nothing farther concerning him, excepting that the O'xf?i-d; {-Iiﬂ_:or;ian,fgy-s,-_ﬁhgg. ‘a8 he
¢ had a little body, fo a great mind (4).” . Even-the time of his. death is -uncertain,
though it probably happened in the )%r'e,ar._:gﬁzj,s [G]. .A new .edition .of his works {4),
which were become extremely fcarce [H], was publithed by T..Davies, -in 1772, -in
three fimall volumes. In his Paftorals, there is much pogtjcal imagery, and fomeétimes
beautiful defcription, and his verfification is often very hammoaious: but there is too
frequent a recurrence of falfe wit, and his ideas and reprefentations are-in iuny -places
extremely fantaftical ; which may,. perhaps, have prevented .his writings from being
more generally read and admired. Some of the defeéts of Browne ought, however, to

be attributed to the tafte of the age in which he lived ; nor can it juftly be denied, that
he pofiefled great poetical merit. ] R T

S T Yo S D
pefted, 3nd alfo egtreated, .2 little farther to grace
it, by drawing out the line of his poetic anceftors,
beginning in Jofephus ybaﬁius, and ending in him-
felf ; but whether ever publithed, having beén all,
or moftly written, as ’twas faid, I Know'not(15?).’
Among Mr. Oldys’s MSS. is alfo the following paf-

[G] It probably happened in the year 1645.] Wood ¢
fays, ¢ In my fearches I find that one Will. Browne ¢
¢ of Ottery St. Mary in Devon, died in the winter ¢
¢ time 1645, whether the fame with the poet, I am ¢
¢ hitherto ignorant (14).> It 1s very likely to have ¢
been the fame perfon, as he was a native of Devon-  th
fhire, and had a ftrong attachment to that county, fage relative to this intehded  work of W. Brownc:
and might therefore naturally be led to fix his refi~ ¢ He wab réputed a man' not’ only ‘the beft verfed in
dence there in_the latter part of his life. | ¢ the works and beauties of  the ‘Englifh{ poets( but
[H] His aworks, which avere become extyemely fearce.] ¢ alfo in the hiftory of their lives and; charadlers:
It 1s faid in the advertifement prefixed to the laft edi- ¢ wherefore he was pitched and prevailed upon to
tion of his Works, that ¢ this admirable colletion of ¢ draw out the line of his poetic anceftors, from Jo-
¢ eclogues was become fo very fcarce, thatif the Rev. ¢ fephus Ifcanius' down to himfelf; which muft-have
¢« Mr. Tho. Warton had not lent his own copy to be ¢ been a dele@able and ufeful labour, from a man not
¢ tranfcribed, the public might have been deprived ¢ only of his learning and tafte, but who had the ad-
¢ of {fovaluable a treafure.” | vantage of living fo much nearer the times when
Wood fays, that ¢ as he had honioured his country ¢ our mioft renowned cultivators .of Englifh poetry
¢ with his elegant and {weet paftorals, fo was he ex- ¢ adorned this ifle.” R
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BROWNE (Sir Tromas), an eminent Enghfh phyfictan, and celebrated writer;
of the X VIIth century, for whofe memoirs we have very ample materials, though here-

tofore they have been but inaccurately written [#]. He was the fon of Mr. Thomas
Browne, merchant of London, defcended from an ancient and: genteel family of that
name, feated at Upton in Chefhire. Fle was born O¢tober. the 1gth, 1605, in the pa-
rith of St. Michael, Cheapfide, -in the city of London (a), and had the misfortune to
lofe his father in his nonage, who left him however a confiderable fortune, in which he
was injured not a little by one of his guardians (¢). He was firft fent for education to
Winchefter College, and thence removed to the Univerfity of Oxford, where he was
entered a Fellow-Commoner of Broadgate’s-Hall, foon after {tyled Pembroke College,
in the beginning_ of thie year 1623 (¢), took the degreé of Bachélor of Arts, January
the 31ft, 1626 (d), proceeded in due time to his degree of Mafter of Arts, entered on
the phyfic line, and practifed that faculty (¢) for fome time in Oxfordfhire. His mo-
ther having married Sir Thomas Dutton, a véry worthy gentléman, who enjoyed an ho-
nourable poft in the government of Ireland, Mr. Browne went over with him into that

ifland, where he accompanied him in a vifitation:of all the fortreffes of the kingdom,

which heightening his natural inclination to travel, he went-over to France, made {onié

{tay at Montpellier, and then making the tour of Italy, and refiding fome time ‘at Pa-

dua, he returned into Holland, and took his degree of Do&or in ‘Phyfic in the Univer-

We have no certain account when he came back into England; but
it muflt have been earlier than moll of our writers have placed 1t. I think 1t might be

ity of Leyden (f).

about the year 1634 (g); but I can fay nothing as to the place of his refidence, -unlefs

(A Inacenrately avritten.] ‘The colleétions made
by the induftvious Anthony Wood, in reference to
the life of Sir Thomas Browne, are remarkably full,
and more regular than is common with that aunthor
(1). Dr. Tenifon, who publifhed part of our am-
thor’s works, contents himfelf with faying fomething
hriclly as to his charaller, hecaufe it wps expeéled
that an intimate friend of Sir Thomas’s,would publifh
his life at large (2). This intimate friend was, very
probably, the Rev. Mr. [ohn Whitefoot, Re@lor of
Heigham in Norfolk, whom I find mentioned as
fuch by Sir Thomas himfelf (3), and who, in all
probalulity, preached his funcral-fermon., His mi-
nutes for that life confifling chiefly of the fats made
ufe of in his fermon, arc lill preferved, and were
publifhed by the editor of our author’s Pofthumous
Warks (1), who has alfo prefixed a (hort Tife of Sir
Thomas to that picce (). Father Niceron has like-
wife given us, in his manner, a fketeh of this gentle-
man’s life (6), which has been canvafled by many
other foreigners, as will be shewn hereafier. My

that the reader may not be furprifed at the. unufual

length of this article. The wortli of this gentleman,
and the excellency

feems to be a refle€ion on his countrymen, thatwhile
his famne is {o great abroad, thore thould be nothingy

In order to wipe off this reflechion, the.utmofl'in.

bull than is commen, it muit be hicribed tonthe au-
thor's extenfive reputation, and to the numeruous . cir-
cumilancea worthy of remembrance ‘which! occur in
the hiftory of his life and writings, .

[

I ;'“:1|I

reafon for taking notice of thefe fats, is-pl;tiﬁly this,

of his writings,” might well juftify
the pains that have been taken to fet his hiltory in a
true light, and to re€lify the miftakos thie have becenr
made apout them : -but the principals.nibtive: whioh,
led us to this copious account, is, the'notice ‘taken
by foreigners of our author and his works, which: has:
been fuch as few Englifhmen have met with ; and it

of this fort worthy of hissmemory performediat:home.
duflry has been ufed in colle@ing and.digefting whaty:

ever might be noceflavy (to fatisfy the exirioua and ans.
telligent porufer; .and if this has growvnitn & grcheer:

By
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it was in London{BY. 'In 1635 he wrote his Ref%gzo Medici, of "at leatt made the At

{fketch of it, which Efﬁcyﬁ::l.i'dfs, being |
(though very mcorreétly) tn-print (b) [C].
the perfuafion of his old tutor, Dr.’Tz‘H[:

‘hanided about in manufcript,. at laft ftole abroad

In 1636 he fertled himfelf at Norwich, by

omas Lufhington, who was Reor of Burnham-

Weftgate, not far from thence, and on the invitation of Sir Nicholas Bacon, and other
principal perfons of the county; and the year following, was incorporated as Doctor of

Phyfic at Oxford (7).

‘He-had*imgaé*rgd his fortune pretty much while abroad, though

he had incredfed his-learning and ‘experiénce; and, therefore, he ‘applied himfelf with

the more diligence to his pratticé, which foon became very extenfive, not a little fur-
thered perhaps by his marrying a lady;' whofe maiden name was Mileham, of a very
confiderable family in Norfolk (£). This change in his condition happened in 1641,
and he enjoyed the {ociety of this lady, equally diftinguifhed by the graces of her body

and mind, one and forty years.

It does not appear that he had any inclination to be

known to the world as an author, hut was rather forced to it, by the vnforefeen acci-

N . oy X T . r e . . .
‘dent of "thé Religio Medici’s being printed furreptitiouly, .and being {o much taken no-

tice of, as to engage the Earl of Dorfet to recommend it to the perufal of the famous
Sir. Kenelm Digby, who not only read it over, but alfo wrote notes upon it in the {pace

of a night (/) [ D].
noife than the Religzo. Medici.

There hardly ever was a book publithed in Britain, that made more
‘The novelty of .the title, the brilliancy of its fentiments,

and the neat turn of the language, ftruck the lovers of polite literature with unufual de-
light.. -But as we rarely fee pieces of this'nature reccived with great applaufe, and yet
remain exempt from the attacks of envy, {o in this cafe anfwers quickly appeared ; and

[B] Unlefs it quas in London.] In a letter to Sir
Kenelm' Digby, ‘dated from Norwich, March 3d,
1642, Sir Thomas himfelf fays (7), that "the Religio
Medic: was written many years before. In his epiltle
to the reader, he limits this to about feven years, In
the piece itfelf he obfcrves, that his life had been hi-
therto but a reftlefs pjlgrimage, and that he had but
very lately leifure to make réﬁe&ién_s ; from all which
it is'evident, that he wrote this treatifé tn 1635°; and
therefore he muft have been in England that year, or
the year before. Mr. Wood: feems to think, that he
did not fettle at Norwich till about the time of his
being incorporated Doctor of Phyfic at Oxford : but
the fa& is otherwife ; as appears by his monumental
infcription, where it is faid that he prattifed phyfic
there forty-fix years. Tthefe are, it muft be confefled,

im LB - . 1 i .
but trivial c¢ircumitances ; and yet there is no reafon -

that we fhosld 'not be r‘ight'in thefe, as well as in
matters' of greater moment, and the rather, becaule
hitherto thefe miftakes have paft unobferved. .

[C] Though wery incorrelly, in print.] This piece,
which was the firft eflay of our author’s pen, was
written for his private cxercife and fatisfadtion ; then

being communicated to-one,’ 1t became, as he tells.

us, common to many; and was,;b}f_tranfcription,
{uccefliyely corrupted, until it arrived in a moft de-
praved copy at the prefs (8). It contalns abundance
of curious particulars relatingy to himfelf. He tells
us therein,. that his Jife was a miracle of thirty years,
which to relate, were not a hiftory but a piece of po-
etry, and would -found to common ears like a fable
(9). He obferves; ‘that he was at that time unmar-
ried ; nay, he fays plainly, I never yet caft a true
affe@ion on p woman (10). He'informs us likewife,
that he underftood . fix languages (11); that he had
been' o great traveller (12) 5 and many other little
circumftances, which -abundantly fhew "the truth of
his aflertion, that he never intended it thould appear
in print. The confideration, however, of thefe pe-
ouliarities affords us fuch means of entering into his
charaéter, and' of fn’rminf,r a true idea of the nature
and cxcellency of that little treatife, as will enable us
to underftand it better than any commentary could
have done. |

- [ DY) dn the fpace of a night.] Whoever has read and
confidered. the obfervations of this learned Knight,
would be'inclined to doubt the truth of the fa&, if
we had not Sir Kenelin’s authority for at, in his an-

{wor to that lettet from: Sir Thomas Browne before:

cited, whersin he gives the following ditiné& and

particulanac¢ount of theimatter (13), ¢ I verily be-

¢ licve thereis fome miftuke in.the information given

‘ you, and that what 48 Frinning muft be from {ome
¢ other pen than mine: for fuch refle@tions as I mude

¢ apon your learned and ingenious difcourle, are fu

‘we may fafély affirm, that few things have been more commended on the one hand, or
on the other more eagerly cenfured {m) [ £].

‘The tranflation of it into Latin, which
was

¢ far from meriting the prefs, as they can tempt no-
 body to a ferious reading of them : they were notes
¢ hattily fet down, as I fuddenly ran over your excel.
‘ lent picce, which is of fo weighty a fubjet, and fo
¢ ftrongly penned, as requireth much time, and fharp
¢ attention but to comprehend it: whereas what I
* wrote, was the employmentbut of one fitting ; and
‘ there was not twenty-four hours between my re-
¢ ceiving my Lord of Dorfet’s letter, -that occafioned
¢ what I faid, and the finithing my anfwer to him:
* and yet part of that time was taken up in procuring
‘ your book, which he defired me to read, and give
¢ him an account of ; for, till then, I was {o unhappy
¢ as never to have heard of that difcourfe. If that
¢ letter ever comes to your view, you will fee the
¢ high value I fet upon your great parts ; and if ie
4
¢
¢
&
£
L)
¢
¢

fhould be thought I have been fomething too'bold

in differing from your fenfe, { hope I fhall cafily:

obtain pardon, when it fhall be confidered, that his

Lordfhip affigned it me, as an exercitation to op-

pole 1n it for entertainment, fuch paflages as I

might judge capable thercof ; wherein what liberty

I took, s to be attributed to the fecurity of a pri-

vate letter, and to my not knowing (nor.my Lord’s)
¢ the perfon whom 1t concerned.” This letter is dated
from Winchefter-Houfe, where the author was pri-
foner, March 20, 1642,

[E] More eagerly cenfured.] It may not be amifs to
begin with a fucciné and impartial chara&er of this
book, which fo much alarmed the public at its firft
appearance, and which the learned have never ceafed
to talk of fince (14). ¢ T'he Religio Medici may pafs
¢ for a treatife, on which it 1s extremely hard to pafs
‘ any judgment. It is to weak heads, perhaps, a
¢ dangerous, to proper judges a moit {alutary coun-
“ fellor. Tt is the iC{)urc of the author's mind painted
* by himfelf; nng who would not rejoice to fee fo
¢ faira picce drawn by fo fine a pencil ? It is a noble
¢ reprefentation of human nature as it is, and who
¢ can be untouched at the fight of what fo nearly con-
* cerns him? It is a brave attempt to bring down
‘ thofe fubjefs, which have heen fuppofed to be fi-
¢ perior to man's intellefls, within the view of his
¢ reafon ; and though not near enough to acquaint
¢ him with their nature, yetwithin fuch a fpace as to
¢ delight him with their profpe@®. Who then that
¢ confiders this, but mufl own an oblipation to the
¢ anthor? If fingularities, prejudices, extravagan-
¢ cies, wild excurfions, and fomctimes gloomy re-
¢ fle@tions, firike ns, let us ftrictly examine whether
¢ the fault lies in us or in him; we ought not too
¢ readily to exalt nur own, at the expence of his judg-
‘ ment. If we meet with ftrange thoughts, free re-
‘ marka, difngreeable difcoveries, let us bring them
!

to the touchitone of truth, and remember, that
¢ though

{b) See Sir
T‘hHMJEiE cum;
!‘iiint uf[hi,'
15 his Prefyce
to that pi:cq,

(r4) A {lentur
of (hett Chara
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ﬁulhur‘, Plf“h
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was the pure effect of a ‘gentlemdn's vatve for the piece;- though he had io-krnowledga
of the author, fpread the book:thioughout all Europe; firfk ah*rno'ng thé learned, who
differed widely in .their opinions, fome’ applauding, others condemning it; and’ then
through the general mafs. of redders, by various tranfiations info mioft 6f the languages
of Europe (#) [F']. As this contributed to raife the author’s reputation; for wit, learn-
ing, ahd a fingular folidity. of judgment, it fubjefed him; at- the fame timé; to the im-

------

putation of Atherfm; efpecially amongf foreighers ; fome having chargéd it upon him
as a-crime; the proofs'of which were'td be found in this Book (0); and othéfs vindicat- (o) Reimrmannt
ing him from that afperfion j yet with fiich teaderréfs for theinfelves, that they ‘are con-
tent to tedve fome ftain upon him 4s to hetefy; thoughy pérhaps, never any fvan, of his

abilities and learning, gave ftronger proofs of fincere belief. Of thiefe cenfurers we fhall

in the notes give fome accourt{G]. & It is fufficierit to obferve here, that the very dif-

¢ though.anatomies of human bodies. are frequent,
. yet we are rarely called to the difle¢tion of .& human
foul. If his fentiments feem too fine fpun; his

conjeftures britk, his difﬁuiﬁtions daring, his de-

his flights prodigious,

let us confider that Columbus told ftrange tales
when he returned firft from his new world. In
fhort, he has.undertaken a hard tafk, viz. to make
us, in fome -meafure, acquainted with the effence
as well as attributes of God, the nature of angels,’
the myfteries of Providence, the divinity of the
Scriptures, and which 1s, perhaps, moft difficult of
all, with ourfelves. How eafily he might miftake,
how often he muft feem obfcure, how frequently

digrefs from vulgar tracks, every candid critic will’

. conceive, and therefore more eafily excufe. To
conclude, our aunthor fhares the fortune of fuch as

are diftinguifhed by exalted merit: fuch as tafte his’

thofe who want the power of digefting his ftrong

{entences, revenge themfelves on his charaer, and

intimate fuch fufpicions as are bred only in igno-

rant heads, and are publithed merely from malevo-

lence of heart. With the pious and the wife, Re-

ligio Medici will always be efteemed the Gofpel of

Reafon (15).” The {urreptitious edition of this
book, which made the true oné neceflary, was printed
in the winter of 1642, and the genuine edition did
not come out till the {pring following (16). By the
year 168g, it had run through eight editions, and
there have come out feveral fince (17). T'he firft anno-
tations that were written upon it, fell from the pen of
Sir Kenelm Digby, in the night of the z2d of De-
cember 1642, They are addrefled to the Earl of Dor-
{fet, though to fay the truth, it is rather a refutation,
in many refpets, than an explanation; and yet,
upon the whole, he confefles the Religio Medici to be
a very learned and excellent piece, and fpeaks every
where with much veneration of its author’s great
abilities, The later editions of the book are ufually
accompanicd with a very complete body of notes, ori-
grinally written in 1044, though frequently retouched
for ten years after.  Who the author was of thefe an-
notations remains fhill a fecret; but that they were
not written under the direétion of the author, as one
might be cafily tempted to think they were, from
their being bound up in his works, appears from
henee, that now and then he miftakes the fenfe of
his author. Soon after it was publithed, it was at-
tacked by Alexander Rofs, who wrote an exprefs
treatife agninft it, under the title of Medicus medicatus,
or the Phyfician cured (18) 5 but it was far from mect-
ing with fuccefs. ‘There never were, indeced, men
more unequally matched, than Dr, Browne and Mr.
Rofs ; the former having all the advantages of ftrong
{)ﬂrta and lively wit, the latter {carcely any other qua-

ification than a confufed erucdition grounded on a la- |

borions courfe of reading without tafle, penctration,
or judgiment, at leaft in any degree of comparifon
with the author he cenfures.

[F] Moft of the languages of Furope.] As to the firll
verfion of it into Latin, it was made in 164.T, and
publithed in Holland, but with fome dificulty, as
appears from the following letter, written to Dr.
Browne by the author of that tranflation, dated from
Magdalen-College in Cambridge, Oétober 1, 1649.
“ It met with fome demur in the firft impreflion at
* Leyden, and upon this occafion, one Haye, a
‘ book-merchant there to whom I firft oftered it, car-
‘ ried it to Salmafius for his approbation, who, in

You. 1l

1 ERR - pute
¢ .ftate; firft laid 1t by for very nédr -a quarter of a
¢ year; and then at laft told- him, that there wi e in-
¢ deed in.it many things well faid, bt that it ‘con=
¢ tained alfo many. exorbitant ¢onceptions in' religion,
‘ dhd would probably find' bit frowning entertain-
< .ment, efpecially dmongft the Miniftérs ; which de-
¢ terred him from undertaking the printing.” After
I fhewed it two more, Dé Vogel and Chnftian,
‘both printers ; but tliey, dpbn advice, returned it
alfo ; from thefe I went to Hackius, who, upon
two days deliberation, undertook it (1g).” It came
quickly to a fecond edition, and in 1652 it was
printed at Strafbourg, with a large body of notes
written by a learned German, whofe name was Le-
vinus Nicolaus Moltkenius. In his preface this writer
obferves, that he was firlt led to the perifal of this
book by the reception-it met with from the beft

m A R R

judges ; that England, France, Italy, Holland, and

Germany rung with its applaufe; and much more
to the {fame purpofe. About 1668 it was printed in
French, having been before tranflated into Italian,

High-Dutch, and Low, and is fill read with the
higheft fatisfation by perfons of true gehius, though

the fenfe and fpirit of thie author have been not a
little 1njured by tranflations from tranflations; none
but the Latin'being made from the original, and that

too having confiderable deficiencies. -

[G]) In the notes giwe fome decount.] The firlt writer

of note that we find detrating from our aathor’s me-
rit, 1s the famous Guy Patin, who, in a letter of his;

dated from Paris, April 7th, 1645, gives his judg-

ment on the Religio Medici in the following words :
The book intitled Religio Medici 1s in high credit
here. The author has wit; there are abundance

of fine things in that book ; he is 2 humourift whofe

thoughts are very agreeable, but who, in my opi-

others are, and in the end, pérhaps, may find
none.
did of the founder of the Minimes, a hermit of Ca-
labria, Francis de Paula, Ae is f#ill alrve, and may
€ grow aworfe as awell as better (20). I thould not
have cited this paflage, but that T find it has made
{fome impreflion on the French critics, and even upon
(21) Mr, Bayle, which is the more wonderful, fincc
he could not but know that Patin fearcely fpoke well
of any body, and was a fmatterer himfelf ; one who
dipped into books, and then decided upon them,
which eafily accounts for his notions of the Religso
Medici and its anthor,
{ure is but gentle, in comparifon of the corrcétion
given our author, and his writings, by German pens
(2z2). Onc Tobins Wagner is pleafed to fay, that
the feeds of Atheiﬁicrﬁ impicty arc {o fcattered
through this book, that it can hardly be read without
danger of infeétion.
{ame nation (23), Muller and (24) Reifer, agree with
him in pafling fentence on our author as an Atheift.
The very learned John Francis Buddeus is a little
morc moderate: for though he puts Sir Thomas
Browne’s name into the lilt of Englifh Atheifts,- in
conjun&tion with Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Tho-
mas Hobbes, and Jolm Toland, yet he 13 r
add, that as for Thomas Browne, though ll)'lt‘.' 15 not
free from the fufpicion of abfolute indifference in re-
ligion, yet from the charge of Atheifm he ought cer-
tainly to be acquitted (2¢). But the no lefs learned
Ilnmca Frederick Reimmannus, who alfo wrote very
argely on Atheifm, and of fuch as have been juitly
or unjultly fufpeéted thereof, has tzken great puins to
7 wipe

<

£

4

4

‘ nion, is to feck for a mafter in religion as many
£

¢ One may fay of him, as Philip de Comines
£

¢

Yet this fhroke of I'rench cen- |

Two other Jearned men of the

Hiftor Atheifmiy
Pe 446,

(19} Secthe
Letter at large
inth: Life of
Sir [homas
Browne, pre-
fixed to ki An-
tign.ties of Notd
wich, p. vis

(20) Lettres
Choifes de feu
M. Guy Patin,
&e, Franckfort,
10513, 12m0,

P. 12,

(21) Qcuvres de
M. >, Bayle,

 Tom, 1, p. 25, a,

(22) In cxamine
cienchtico athic -
i {mi fpeculativi,
Capo V. po 11,

{21} Exam,

Atheilmiy ¢, viy
§34.

(24) In DifTer-
tat, de Atheif.

.o, pv 15,

cafed to

(25) Thefco
‘Thaologicw de
Atheifmo & Sud
perftitione, p,
1306,
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(p) It was
printed origi-
nally in a {mall
folio,

f+6) HNiftoria
Univerlalic A-
thetimi & Aun-
thorum tillo &
merno fulpec-

tornm, p. 445,

(z7) Index Li-
kror Prohibit.

p. 242,
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BR O WNE (Sik THoMAs):

pute was favourable tothis cnaracter as an puthor,: and mrade hiss{fubfequent writings apt
pear with the greater,luftre. iy He, publithed -in:1x646 zhis Trearfe onWuilger-Eryers, in>
titled; by him{elf Pfeudodoxia. Epidemica 5 ory Enquiries intoi wery muanyireceivkd Tenets; and
commonly. prefumedLruths (p)a., 'This was a book as (ingtlar: in its way as the forniery dnd

was read with equal avidity,, by {fuch as were:dapable of underftanding the diverfity of

fubjelts which, are.therein treated [ 4. /Thisi too: met with. anfwers, wrigten with more
heat than learning, and with much ftrangesimarks.oft paffion than concernforamuthi[7];

We need not wander, therefore, that, fuchoppoltionycohtributed rather.to the fame of

this. perforgmanges, thagi any-way.affected:its credit 3 -¢fpecially fince|foreigners -Have lina-
numoully declared in its fayour, - and beftowed, the higheft pmifes on the author’s wifiom;

i S SRR , TR
wipe off not only Jthc.fnrmcr, but, the Iagter afgerfion’
from our asthdr, dnd has very fairly mémvﬁ*tﬁe'tm?.:'
ftatec of the cafe; that the Religio Medici has been
condemned by fome without reading it carefully, and
by others. for want of -underfanding what they:did
read (20).. In;@a {ubfeuent note, lofhull.havgioogas
fion to mention a fbill Tanger defence of ‘our :author,
written by an illulinous foreigner.- - Here,. perhaps;
it may not be amifs tqhdds . that the . Religio Medici}
as foon as 1t was pnblifhed an-Latih, bad a' place
given it in the Index Expargatening(27), .thotgh the
French tranflator wrote a‘long.prefacey 1o grove thep
the aunthor was very faveurably inclined to the Churéh
of Rome, R o)

[H] Hhich are therein treated.] T his noble monn-
ment of our author’s Jearning confifts of feven Books.
Ia the firlt he confiders the general caufes of vulgar
errors, wherein with equal penciration: he difcovers,
and patience purfues, thele fources.of error, till he

1| - o

has fully defcribed the courfe of the ftreams to-which.

they {well. In the remaining books he treats-of par-
ticular errors : 1n tihe fecand of {fuch as relate to mi-
neral and vegetable bodies, 1n the third as to animals,
with refpet. to man in the fourth, in the fifth of
things queftionable in piftures, of geographical and
patlofapiical errprs in the, fixth, and of fuch as are
hiftorical in the feventh., As.to the author’s inten-
tion 1n, this treatife, and how much;{farthér he haspro-
fecuted his {fubjedt than vther writers handling 1t be-
fore him, together with the obligation he thought
himfelf under cf defepding what he wrote, informa-
tion may be belt received from his own pen. ¢ We
* hope (fays he in his epiitle to the reader prefixed to
¢ the fixth edition, printed in 1673) 1t will not be un-
“ confidered, taat we find no open track or conftant.
manuduction in this labyrinth § but are ofi-times
fain to wander in the America and untfavelled
paths of .truth. For though not many  years paft,
Dr. Primrofe hath made a learned difcourfe of vul-
oar errors in phylic, yet have we difcufled but two
or three thereof.  Seipio Mercurii hath alfo left an
excellent tract in Italian concerring popular errors,
but confining lhimfelf only to thofe in phylic, he
hath little conduced unto the generality of our doc-
trine  Lawrcatius Jeubertus by the fame e led
our expeftations mto thourhts of great relief;
whereby, notwithftanding, we reaped no advan-
tage, 1t anfwering fearce at all the promife of the
wfcription,  Nor perhaps, if 1t were yet extant,
liould we find any furthey aflillance from that anci-
ent picce of Audrear, pretending the fame otle,
And therefore, we are gften conflrained to fland

L
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Goliah and giant of authonty, with contemptible
pibbles, and feeble arguments drawn from the ferip
and flender flock of ourfelves,  Nor have we in-
deed fearce named any author whofe name we do
not honour; aud il detrattion could ivite vy, -difs
cretton furely would cpntiun us from apy deroga-
tory. intention, where higheft pens and frjendlefs
eloquence muft fail in commendation.  And there-
fore, alfo, we cannot but hope the equitable confi-
derations and candour of reafonable minds, We
cannot expeét the frown of theology herein § nor
can they which behold the prefent flate of things,
and controverly of points fo lopg received i divi-
nity, condemn our fober enquivies)in the doubtful
appurtenances of arts :md' receplaries gf philofophy.
Surgly. philotogers apd critical difcourfers, who look
beyond the Mell and obvious exteriors of things,
¢ will not be ﬂll!:l‘fy with our narrower explorations,

& m R a o m RoOom O BRoom Aoom & W™ & R A OB W o

¢ And we cannot doubt our brothers in phylic, whofe

¢ knowledge in naturals will lead them into a nearer

f ii)w;-p[funlion of many thingy delivered, will friendly

alone againlt the ftrength of opinion, and to meet.

|

{

Gt ISR T RIS BET) F S AR SO
“‘agtept,[if pot countenance byr endeavours:: Nor
* can wetoriceive 1t may be unwelcome unto thofe
¢ honoured worthies who endeavour the advancement
‘ of learning, as being likely to find a clearer pro-
L 4

greffion, when fodamyitnbs are levelléd; and -many

“.untrbchictaken off; which ﬁﬁm@g As principles With

« common bellefs, difturb the tfanc;rtiili_ity of axioms,
‘ which otherwife might be raifed!'t And'wife men
‘ cannot “but know, that'arts arid learning \vant this
¢ expurgation § and if the:toutfe of truth be permitted
. untd itfelf, dike thhe o time ladd Wicorre&tad Com-

‘) putntions,i it cannot efchpe’ manyl éirors; which du-
“~yravion MLl exbdrgethn 1 Daftly;! weé aré not miagifte-

. rind in "opiniens, nor-have we,: di&dtor like, ob-
‘ truded our'concaptions; butin!the humility of en-
¢ quires or «difquiljtions, have only propofed them
unto:morc ocular difcerners ; and therefore opini-
ons are free, ‘and open it:is'for sy te-thirk or de-
clare the contrary © and we fhall {¢- far encourage
contradiftion;, as to”promife nio difturbante; or' re-
oppofe any pen that fhall fallacioufly or captioufly
refute’ us ; that fhall only lay hold of our lapfes,
fingle our digreflions, corollaries, or ornamental
conceptions, to cvidence his own in as indifferent
truths, and fhall only
experimental and judicious knowledge fhall fo-
Jemnly look upon 1it, not only 'to deftroy of ours,
but to eftablith.of his own ; not to traduce or ex-

"

dmpliate, according to the laudable cuftom of the
ancients in their fober promotions of learning ;
unto whom, notwithftanding, we {hall not conten-
troufly rejoyn, or only to juttify our own, but to
applaud or confirm his maturer aflertions ; and fhall
confer what i1s in'us unto his natme and honour;
ready to be fvallowed 1. any worthy enlarger, as
having acquired our'end, if any way, or under any
nime, we may obtain a work fo much defired, and
vet defliderated of tyuth.’

(1] Than concern for truth.] The firft of thefe ap-
peared under this title, Arcana Microco/mi, or the bid
Secrets of Man's Body difcovered in an anatomical Duel
between Ariflotle and Galen, concerning the Parts there-
cf's as alfo by a Difeovery of the firange and marwvelous
Difeafes, Symptoms, and Aecidents of Man's Body,
1ith a Retiation of Dr. Browne’s Vulpar Ervors, the
Lord Bacon's Natural Hiflery, and Dr. Harvey’'s Rook
De Graeratione, Comenius, and others; avberennto is
annzxed, a Letter from Dy Primyofe to the duthor, and
his Aujwer thereto, touching Dy Hearwvey’s Bock De
Generatione, By, A R, 1. e, Alexander Rols,  Fon-
don, 105z, By tranferibing this whole title, 1t ap-
pears that thd anthor had a great inclination to dittin-
euith himfelt by combating ‘the opinions of famous
men.  He was a fort of knight-errant in the learned
waorld, whofe Dulcinea was Antiquitv. Much of this
humouy appears in the manner of printing his book,
the running utle of which, to page gz, i8; ¥ be bid
Secrets.of Man's Body difcovered from gz to 207, Dr.
Browne's Vulgar Ervovs vefuted and aufavered 5 from
214 10 24}y 4 R{/}Hﬂffau ﬂf Dr. Harvey and Fernelius ;
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frpm 744 t0 205, a Refutarion of the Lovd Bacon’s Na-

tural Hiflory ; and thence to the end of the book, a
Refutation of Comenins.  Yet on the whole it mufl be
allowed, that this is far from being fo mean a piece
as.many have reprefented 1t There is-in 10 a great
deal of vanity, and more (pleeny but withal there
wants not truth, learning, and fome feafe,  There
was apnother Anlwer pubhifthed, under the ﬂ]l]nwinf;
title (28).s Ludoxa, fou Luaflionum quarandam Mifcel-
lanearum Examen probabile, &c. liondon, 1050, Bvo,
written by John Robinfon, M. 1).  Buat thiy did 1ts
author no great honour, and had not meric epough
to, maky it much known in the world, |

" learning,

take notice of {uch, whofe’

‘tenyate, but to explain and dilucidate, to add and’

(J.S) "t'\'l.'i ‘I'i
Al Ui,

Vi, ti. eile 1]




BROWNE (Sir THomas).

learning, and penetration, of which abundant teftimonies may be produced [K]. The
profound learning difcovered in this laft book, induced fome mercenary fcribbler, of
which that age; as well as this, wanted not one in every corner, to maké free with our
author’s name, by prefixing it to a book, which he not only never wrote, but without
all doubt would never have read, confidering its bombaft and foolifh title [L]; and yét
our author contented himfelf with hinting this deceit to the public in the {ofteft and mo-
defteft terms, and without exprefling the leaft refenunent againft fo impudent an 1m-

(q) Wood’s poftor (¢). In 16458, he publithed Hydriotapbia, Urne Burialy or, a Difcourfe of the Se-
ﬁ’l"i?’:ﬂfjm, pulchral Urnes, lately found in Norfolk. Together with the Garden -of Cyrus, or the quincun-

cial Lozenge, or Net-Work Plantations of the sncients, artificially, naturally, myftically con-
fidered. With fundry Obfervations. The firlt of thefe treatiles he dedicatéd to Thomas
Le Gros, Efg; afterwards Sir Thomas Le Gros, of Croftwick; and the latrer to Ni~
cholas Bacon, of Gillingham, Efg. Both dre dated from Norwich, May 1, 1648, and
fhew that he lived in the ftriftelt intimacy and warmeft friendfhip with the worthieft of
his neighbours. Thefe treatifes are in themfelves extremely curious, and abound with
noble, uncommon, and ufeful obfervations () [M]; fo that we need not wonder they
have been fo often cited, and fo much admired. His readinefs to afford any affiftance
in his power, to fuch of the learned as were engaged in great and laborious undertak-
ings, procured him the correfpondence of abundance of great men, both at home and
abroad. Sir William Dugdale applied to him for his afliftance, when he was compofing
that work of his which has been thought to do him molt honour, and many of the-let-
ters that paffed between them have been made public (s) [N]. His foreign correfpond-
encies extended as far as Iccland, where dwelt his good friend and intimate acquaint-

{r] Gee the Life
of Sir Thomis

Browne, pre-
fixed to h1s An-
pauities of Nor-
“'11:hl

(! Thefe are
proatad w.ih his
Antiqut ¢. ot
Nnrw!il’l, in
Swe, 172, unae
den e ttle of
The120% ; vmous
Warks of Sir
Thom sBrowne,

(207 Pelvhiftor.
”' 1! I, [J
5,1, 104

(10) Hiftoria
Univerfalis
A heilmy, p.

TR} Abundant teflimonies may be produced.] Tt 1s
fomewnat furprifing, that fo very learned a treatife
as this, and which its author once thought to have
publifhed 1n I.atin, fhould never have been tr:}nﬂatcd
into that language ; which however has not hindered
it from being very well known abroad. It was firtt
tranflated into Low-Duich by John Grundal, and
priated at Amierdam, in 1659, Svo. It was after-
wards publithed in High-Dutch by a nobie author:
for though in the title-page of the book, printed at
Nuremberg, in 1650, 4to, the tranflator calls hun-
{clf Chriftopher Peganius, yet this was only according
to the mode of Gormany, the true author being
Chriltian Knorr, Daron of Rofenroth. The judicious
Norho! (z9) fpeaks of this werk of our author’s
twice, with all pofible marks of approbation and
ellcem. ¢ No modern author, favs he, has treated
¢ this fubje€ more accurately or copioully. In his
« irlt book he learncdly enquires into the general
¢ caules of error, and 1n his fucceeding books he not
¢ only difcourfes of the millukes which are creptinto
¢ natural phlofophy, but tuch alfo as have cerrupied
¢ hittory, theology, mechaic arts, and phytic.”
The famous Rceiumniannus (30) delivers hunfelf in
thefe terms. ¢ As he excelled in theoretical and prac-
¢ tical Divinity, fo he fhone no lefs in philofophy,
¢« wherein hé emulated Hercules, and undertaking
¢ by his Lyendodax.. Epidemica to clear the f{ciences
¢ from errors, he fell nothing thort of the other’s la-
¢« bour in cleanfing the Augean Stable.”  Father Ni-

treatife concerning Urn Burtal was occafionad by the
digging up between 40 and 5o of thefe monuments of
antiquity in a field of Old Walfingham, in the latter
end of the year 1657, or the beginning of 10648.
Thefe urns were depofited 1n a dry and fundy foil not
a yard deep, and at no great diftance from each other.
They were not exaétly fimilar, nor much unlike.
Some contained two pounds of bones, dittinguithable
in fculls, ritbs, jaws, tiigh-bones, and tee:th, with
freth imprefions of combuftion, befides extraneous
fubftance, like pieces of fmall boxes or combs hhnd-
fomely wroucht, handles of fmall brafs inflruments,
brafen nippers, and in one fome kind of opal. Near
the famne plot of ground, for about fix yards compafs,
were digged up coals and incinerated tubltances, which
begat conjecture that this was the Uitina, or place of
burning their bodics, or fome facrificing place unto
the manes, which was properly below the furface of
the ground, as the arx and altars anto the gods and
heroes were above 1t. That thefe were the urns of
Romans, from the common cutom and place where
they were found, is no obfcure conjelture ; being not
far from a Roman garrifon, and but five miles from
Brancatter, f{et down by ancient record under the
name of Brannodunum ; and where the adjoining
town, contummng feven parithes, 11 no very diflferent
found. Dut Saxon terminaction, {tll retains the name
of Durnhamm ; wiinch boing an carly tation, it 1s not
improbable the neighbour parts were filled with ha-
bitations, cither of Romaus themfelves, or Britons
romanifed, who obicrved the Roman cuftoms,

ceron (31) fpeaking of this book fays, © "Ihat it 15
¢ an excellent work, aud contains abundance of cu-
¢ rious thiny .’ ‘

[ L) Contidiving its bambhafl and fool!? title.] "This

Loole called wdelt Neatwre's Cabinet wnlocdd 3 avberein

[11) Memnires
burlerv,r
"Hitoire des
Himmes T4,
Tom, xx111,

357

[N] Have been made public.] Thefe letters were
written partly an the autumn of the year 1658, and
partly tn the [pring of 10659, and contain abundance
of curious particulars in relation to our antiquitics,

It r/f/frm:': red the urn‘:u‘uf (.‘..*.'._;,';'r r:/ Jlih!d{.f, S!wuzr, ;n‘:'-

. i X ¥ - Y.
cions Earth, &c. London, 1657, 12mo, M. Wood’s
chadter of this Look ivy, ¢ That it 1s a dull worth-

They were publithed among the polthumous works of
Mr. Browne; and I mention them here only to tal:e
notice, that onc of the pieces betore publithed by Dr.

'T'enifon, unaer the wtle of Mijeellanivs,  belongs
properly to this colleChion. The utle of 1t 15, Of
arifi fal 1, Mounwts, or Burroavs, in many Parts of
finaland, what they are, to what end raifed, and by
what nations.  Belore at there 1s a quere tn anfiver to
which 1t 15 written, {ad to have come fiom his ho-
noured friend NMro 5, D, "Flas B, fhould certainly
be a W. for without queition the letters were intended
(or William Dugdale, as may be cafily difcerned by
compiring the contents of this with thofe of the
epiltles before mentioned 5 and I take it o be the
only lewter nmongllt thole Miycellanies of which any
certaln account win be given, It is manifeft from

¢ lefs thing, ftole for the mofl part out of the Phylics
¢ of M:lg‘ltt'llri, by a very ignorant perfon, a Plagiary
(v iliterate and undkilful in s aathor, that not
¢ ditlinguithing between Lewis and fewds, 1o the fad
¢ Magirus, hath told ui ol the Tivery that one pare
¢ of 'l-t s Hil}hﬂu.‘i, and the other ]i;;hl; Al yel he
¢ had the confidence to call this fevibhle Nezwre's Cor-
“ himt unlock’d, an avrogantand fanafol o fe, ol w IIEL]-I
< our author’s true humility woul T o more have ful-
¢ {ered hiia to have bheen the father, than his great
¢ learning could hav: permitted him to have been
B At Oxan, ¢ the author of the fui | book (32)."  Dr.o Browne in
donwigise an advertifement, s from the Sttioner, difclaims 1t

thus : ¢ | cannot omit to advertife, that a book wis
« publithed not long fince, inttled, Nature's Cabinet
¢ unlod’d, bearing the name of this author b any

hence, that he was regarded as an oracle 1n thele
matters, even by fuch a man as Sir Wilham Dugr-
dale, whole knowledge in Britith antiquities is una-
mmonily confefled 5 and the anfwers given him by Sir

(11} Printed ¢ man have been benefited thereby, this author v not
he end ,;:,,'“ ¢ {0 ambitious as to challeupe the honour thereot, as 1 ' -
Mealtie, yng y h:wing no hand in that work (;3).' his Ilil\’lllg cuqun‘ud nurruwly cven o the abltrufelt

:1]“"' The Gy [ M ] Uncommon and ufiful objervations.] 'The firft  fubjecls,
(}n Wy, 5
1"..

Thomas Browne, are fuch as fullicicntly demontbrate

ance,
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(t) Printed alfo
in his Pofthu-
mous Works.

(u) Seethis an-
nexed to the
Memoirs of our
author by Mr,
Whirtefoot,

(x) See his
Monumental
#:1& ription,

BROWNE (Str THoMas).

ance, Theodore Jonas, from whofe information, probably, he wrote that fhort account
of this northern ifle, which one may venture to pronounce the cleareft and moft authen-

tic that is any where extant (¢) [O0]. His reputation in his profeflion, was equal to his
fame for learning in all other relpects; and, therefore, the Royal College of Phyficians

in London were pleafed to take him into their number, as an Honorary Fellow, as ap-

pears by a very honourable diploma under the college feal, dated the twenty-fixth of

June 1665 (4). In the month of September 1671, King Charles II. coming to Nor-

wich, in his progrefs, was pleafed to knight Dr. Browne, with very fingular marks of

favour and refpect (w). This circumftance is mentioned by our author, 1n one of his
pieces, with his ufual modefty, and upon fuch an occafion, as did not only invite, but
compel him to it; and yet his gratitude to the King is manifefted therein, rather than
any fatisfacion in this addition of honour [P]. He fpent the remainder of his days
in the quiet pra&ice of his profeffion, and the improvement of his mind, by a clofe
and diligent purfuit of his ftudies, which he never intermitted, till, having attained
the age of feventy-feven, for he died on his birth-day, he, in 1682, left this life for a
better (x). In his perfon he was of a moderate ftature, of a brown complexion, and
his hair of the fame colour. His picture in the College of Phyficians, fhews him to
have been remarkably handfome, and to have poffefled in a fingular degree, the blefling
of a grave and yet cheerful and inviting countenance, As to his temper, it was per-
fectly even and free from paflions: he had no ambition beyond that of being wife and
good, and no farther concern for money than as it was neceflary ; for otherwife he might
certainly have raifed a very large fortune in the way of his profeflion: but his charity,
generofity, and tender affeGtion for his children, to the expence of whofe education he
would fet no bounds, contraced the wealth he left into a very moderate compafs. His
virtues were many, and remarkably confpicuous; his probity fuch as gained him uni-
verfal refpect, as his beneficence rendered him generally beloved : in refpelt to know-
ledge, he was extremely communicative in his converfation, and notwithftanding his

rare abilities and eftablifhed reputation, wonderfully modeft. His religion was that of

the Church of England, in which he fhewed himfelf unaffettedly humble and fincere.
As to feéts in learning, he followed none, but thought and wrote with the utmoft
freedom, illuftrating every fubje€t he touched by fuch new and nervous remarks, as
charmed every attentive reader, and has occafioned more care to be taken of the papers

(1) Antiquitte.
of Norwic%, tl:
ps 85,

{y) Takenfrom

a Letior writken
to Lady Browne,

he left behind him, than has ufually happened to the remains of learned men, a circum- e
ftance fingular in itfelf, and which refle€ts on his memory the higheft honour (y)[2 ]. [ e homast
There Wh{tcfbnt.'
[O] That is any awhkere extant.] This leteer is dated ¢ found to breed there in the beginning of fummer.
Norwich, Janwary rgth, 1663. Some particulars ¢ Some fhecp have been brought over, bat of coarfe
{cem worthy of being tranfcribed, inafmuch as we ¢ wool, and fome horfes of mcan ftature, but firong
fcarcely find any thing in relation to this ifland elfe- ¢ and hardy ; one whereof kept in the paftures by
where, which is not ftrongly mixed with fable. ¢ Yarmouth, in the fummer, would often take the
¢ Great ftore of drift, or float-wood, fays he, isevery ¢ fea, fwimming a great way, a mile or two, and
¢ year caft upon their fhores, brought down by the ¢ rcturn the fame, When its provifion failed in the
¢ northern winds, which ferveth them for fuel, and ¢ fhip wherein it was brought, for many days it fed
¢ other ufes, the greateft part whercof is fir, Of ¢ upon hoops and catks ; nor at the land would for
* bears there are nonc in the country, bat fomctimes ¢ many months be brought to feed upon oats. Thefe
¢ they are brought'down from the north upon ice, ¢ accounts I received from a native of Iceland, who
¢ while they follow feals, and are carried away. Two ¢ comes yearly into England ; and by reafon of my
¢ in this manner came over and landed in the north ¢ long acquaintance, and dirctions I fend unto fome
¢ of Iceland this laft year, 1662. No conies or hares, ¢ of his friends againft the clephantiafis or leprofy,
¢ but of foxes great plenty, whofe white fkins are ¢ conftantly vifits me beforc his return, and is ready
¢ much defired, and brought over into this country. ¢ to perform for me what I (hall defire 1n his coun-
¢ ‘The laft winter, 1662, fo cold and lafting with us ¢ try : wherein, as in any other ways, I fhall bc very
‘ in England, was the mildeft they have had for many ¢ ambitious to ferve the noble Socicty, whofe moft
“ years in Iceland. Two new cruptions with flime ¢ honouring fervant I am, ‘T’ B.’~~—"This Iaft para-
¢ and fmoke, were obferved the Iaft year in fome graph fhews, that this letter was written at the in-
* mountains about Mount Hecla. Somec hot mineral itance of the Royal Socicty, and is a proof how much
¢ {prings they have, and very effe@ual, but they he was confidered by that learned body of men, who,
“ make but rude ufe thercof. The rivers are large, at their firlt inftitution, were the glory of this ifland,
¢ fwift, and rapid, but have many falls, which ren- and the wonder of Europe.
¢ der them lcfs commodious ; they chicfly abound [P] In this addition of bonour.] 'This paflage oc-
¢ with falmons. They fow no corn, but receive it curs in his Antiquities of Norwich, where, fpeaking
¢ from abroad. 'They have a kind of large lichen, of the cathedra} and city, he fays, ¢ Though this
¢ which dried becometh hard and fticky, growing ¢ church, for its {pire, may compare, in a manner,
¢ very plentifully in many places, whercof they make ¢ with any in England, yet in its tombs and monu-
¢ ufe for food, either in decoftion or powder, fome ¢ ments it is exceeded by many. No Kings have ho-
¢ whereof T have by me, difierent from any with us, ¢ noured the fame with their athes, and but few with
« In one part of the country, and not near the fea, ¢ their prefence.  And itis not without fome wonder,
‘ there is a large black rock, which polifhed, re- ¢ that Norwich having been for a long time fo con-
¢ fembleth touchitone, as I have feen in picces there- ¢ fiderable a place, fo few Kings have vifited 1t:
‘ of of varions figures.—An exceeding fine ruflet ¢ of which number among fo many Monarchs fince
* down is fometimes brought unto us, which their ¢ the Conquelt, we find but four, «/x. King Hen-
great number of fowls afford, and fometimes flore ¢ ry III., Edward I, Queen Iilizabeth, and our
of feathers, confifting of the feathers of fmall birds, ¢  (34) Autiqor
d
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Befides fhocks, and little hairy dogs, they bring
another fort over, headed hke a fox, which they
fay are bred betwixt dogs and foxes ; thefe are de-
fired by the fhepherds of thia country. - Green plo-
vers, which are plentiful here in the winter, are

J

of awbich 1 bad a particalar reafon to take notice S\jq).

D) The higheft bonour,] 'I'he firtk who took the
pains to digelt and fit for the prefs the pieces our au-
thor left behind him in fuch a degree of perfection as

fecin to intimate his defign of printing them, I!;:lﬂ
ry

gracious fovereign now ru:gnil(l;. King Charles IL.,

ties of Nuorwich,
[}. 351



BROWNE

(SIk THOMAS).

There tmay be, notwithftanding this, and indeed there is reafon to believe; thete are
feveral little pteces of his which have not vet. feen the light, which is the more to be
regretted, becaufe certainly never any thing fell from his pen which did not deferve it:
FHis very letters were diflertations, and full of fingular learning, though written upon

the moft common iubjedts,

Of this we have a fhining
young {tudent, as to the method of reading phyfical authors [ R].

proof, in a letter of his to a
His knowledge and

charity made him dear to his contemporaries, as his excellent works have tranfmitted
the fruits of his learning, and thereby fecured him a-high reputation with pofterity : and
as this has not been built on the flight foundation of lively thoughts; delivered ih 4
graceful manner of expreflion, but on the more folid bafis of communicating ufeful
truths, and fuggelting the propereft means for avoiding delpondency as well as error ;

Dr. Thomas Tenifon, afterwards Archbithop of
Canterbury, who publifhed, from his manuferipts, at
London 1684, 8woe, A colle&tion of Mifcellancous
Trasls, containing, 1. Obferwations upon feveral plants
menticwed in Seripture. 2. OfF Garlands, and Coronary
or GGarlazd Plants. 3. Of the Fifbes carcled by our Sa-
wion with bis Difciples after the Refurreition. 4. An
Aufaver to certain Cucries velating to Fifles, Dirds, and
Infeéts. o, Of Hawoks and Falconry, aucient and mo-
dern. 6. Of Cymbals arnd other mufical Inflruments.
7. OF Ropalic or gradual Verfes. 8. Of Langnages,
ﬁara‘frnim‘(y she Saxen.
and Burrcaws, in many places of England.
Troas, achat place is meant by that name.
Situation of Sodom, Gomorrab, and Zeboim.
1he Anfavers of the Oracle of Apollo at Delphos to Cracfus.
v2. A Prophecy concerning the future State of Jeveral
Nations., 13, Mufwunr Claufum, containing fome Beoks,
Antiquitics, PiGZures, ard Rarities of Jeveral kinds
Jeaice or never feen by amy meon nono living,  Thefe,
with the other Treanies pubiifhed in his lifetime,
were printed 1n one folio Volume at London 1686.
I1is fon Dr. Fdward Browne publithed in 16go, a
fingle tract ot his father’s, inutled, 4 Letter to a
Friend, wpon Qccafion of the Dceath of bis intimate
Friend. 1t contalns about twenty-four pages 1n 8wo.
and we meet therein with many curiouns things, and a
conclefion fo pious, that whoever reads 1t will difcern
with indignation the falfehood of fuch calumnies as
have been fpread in relation to his indiflerence in
Religion.  Thhe third gnardian of our author’s fame
was his grandfon by marriage, Owen Brigftock, Eifq;
who communicated his remains to thofe who after-
wards publithed them, under the title of, Pofibumons

Alfo the

Works of the Learncd Sir Thomas Broawne, Knt. M., D/

late of Noravich, printed from his original manu-
{crips, wiz. 1. Repertorinm, or the Antiquities of toe
Cuathedral Church of Nevavich. 1. An decount of fome
Urns, &c. found at Drampton in Novfilé, anno 1667,
J1L. Letters betaween Sir Wiiltam Dugdale and Sir T ho-
mas Browne. 1V, Mifeellanivs.  Lait of all, 1n 1716,
there was publhithed a book of his 1n 12me, mmntled,
Chriffian Morals, by Sir Thomas Browne of Norwich,
M. D. and Auther of Religio Mrdici, publithed from
the original and corret manufcript of the author, by
John Jefbery, D, Do Archdeacon of Norwich, It was
dedicated by ounr auther’s dauvghter, Mrs. IEhzabeth
Littleton, to David, Farl of Buchan. And Dr.
Jefery in his preface obferves, that if any one, atter
he has read Refigio Medici, and this difcourfe, can

Joubt whether the fame perfon was the author of

them both, he may be aflured by the teltimony of
Virs, Littdeton above mentioned, who lived with her
tather, when it was compofed by him, and who at
the time read it written hy his own hand, and alio
by the. teflimony of others, of whom the Doctor 15
one, who read the manufeript of the author immedi-
ately afier his deathy and who have fince read the
fame; from which 1¢ was faithfully and exaltly
eranfertbed for the prefs.  ‘The reafon why it was not
printed before was, becaufe it was unhappily loit by
being miflaid among other manuferipts, for which
ﬁ:nr{i was lately made in the prefence of Archbifhop
‘Tenifon, of which his Grace by letter informed
Mrs, Littleton, when he fent the manufeript o her.
Dr. Jellery likewife tells-us, vhat there is nothing
printed in the difcourfe, or in che fhore notes, but
what i3 found in the original manuferipr, except only
where an overfight had made the addition or tran{po-

9. Of artificial Hills, Monnts,
10. OfF

11. OF

it was direfted i1s not known. ¢ 'Lz Bi€aly mcsp;f'rn:
“ 7. e. Statefman from the book] is grown into a
¢ proverb; and no lefs ridiculous are they who think
* out of books to become Phyficians. 1 fhall there-
° fore mention {uch as tend lefs to oftentation than
ufe, for the direfting a novice to obfervation and
experience, without which you cannot expeét to be
other than , (.6»'s g ivve. Galen and Hippo-
crates muft be had as fathers and fountains of the
faculty. Andindeed Hippocrates’s Aphorifms thould
be conned for the frequent ufe which may be made
of them. Lay your foundation in Anatomy, where-
in «v~e! - mult be your fidus Achates. 'The help
that books can afford, you may expe&®, befides
what is delivered fparfim from Galen and Hippo-
crates, Vefalins, Spigelius, and Bartholinus, And
be fure you make yourfelf mafter of Dr. Harvey’s
piece De Crreul, Sang, which difcovery I prefer to
that of Columbus. The knowledge of Plants,
Animals, and Minerals (whence are fetched the
Materia Medicamentorum) may be your wage yo;
and fo far as concerns Phyfic, 1s attainable in gar-
dens, fields, Apothecaries and Druggifts fhops.
Read Theophraftus, Diofcorides, Matthiolus, Do-
donzus, and our Englifh Herbalifts: Spigelius’s
Ifagoge tn rem berbariam will be of ufe. Wecker’s
Antediiarivm fpecrale, Renodzus for compofition
aud preparauon of medicaments.  Sce what Apo-
thecaries do Read Merclli formulas medicas, Bau-
devoni Pharmacopaea, Pharmacopara-Auguffana. See
chymical opcrations in hoipitals, private houfes.
Recad Fallopius,- Aquapendente, Parzus, Vigo, (J¢,
Be not a ftranger to the ufeful part of Chymiftry.
See what Chymiflators-do in their officines. Begin
with Tyrocininm Chymicum, Crollins, Hartmannus,
and fo by degrees march on. Materia Medicamen-
torum, Surgery, and Chemtltry, may be your di-
verfions and recreations ; Phyfic is your bufinefs.
Having thercfore gained perfetion in Anatomy,
betake yourfelf to Senncrtus’s Infirutions, which
read with care and diligence two or three times
over, and aflure yourfelf, that when you are a per-
teét mafter of thefe Inftitutes, you will feldom meet
with any point in Phyfic to which you will not be
able to fpeak like a man.  This done, fce how In-
ftitutes are applicable to practice, by reading upon
difeafes in Sennertus, l'ernclius, Mercatus, Holle-
rivs, Riverius, m particular treatifes, in counfels
and confultations, all which'are of fingular benefit.
But in reading upon difeafes, fatisfy yourfelf not {o
- much with the remedies fet down (although I
would not have thefc altogether negleéted) as with
the true underftanding the naturc of the difeafe, its
caufes, and proper indications for cure. For by
this knowledge, and that of the inftruments you
are to work: by, the Materia Medicamentorum, you
will often conquer with cafe thofe difliculties,
through which books will not be ableé to bring you ;
Secretum Medicorum cff judicium.  Thus have I'briefly
ointed out the way, which, clofely purfued, will
}cml to the higheit ritch of the art you aim at,
Although I mention but a few books (which, well
digefted, will be inflar omnium) yet it is not my
intent to confine you. If at one view you would
fce who hath written, and upon what difeafes, by
way of counfel and obfervation, look upon Moro-
nus’s Divectorium Medico-pradicum. You may look
upon all, butdwell upon few. 1 need not tell you
the grear ufe of the Greek tongue in Phyfic; with-
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{hnn., " m‘”; This letter was cammunicated to the world by a very tiones Medive.  'This, and many goud withes, from

your loving friend, T, B,’.
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tearned and ingenjous genoleman (3¢) 4 buc to whom
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BROW NE

(S1r THOMAS).

fo by degrees his writings have triumphed over all thofe prejudices, which naturally rife
in weak minds at the appearance of a genius of the firlt rank ; as appears by that eager-
nefs, which even learned foreigners have exprefled in his defence, and that applaufe
which has been beftowed on his works, by fuch as were equal as well as candid
judges [S]. His body was interred in the church of St. Peter’s Mancroft, in Norwich,

[S] Equal as well as cardid judges.] 'The celebrat-
ed Hermannus Conringius, the glory of the German
nation, profefled himfelf always a great admirer of
our author, and was wont to fay, he always read his
Religio Medici with frefh delight; and in refpeét to
that imputation of Atheifm, or indifferency in point
of Religion, which had been circulated with fuch in-
duftry by certain fupercilious Critics, he delivered his
fentiments of 1t in thefe words : Utinam nemo Medi-
corum, 1mo Theologorum, illo homine fit minus re-
ligiofus, i. e. I aif no Phyfician, I «will go farther
and fay, none of our Divines, avere lefs religious than
¢his man (36).. It we confider the great charalter,
and ftill greater merit, of Conringius, we cannot but
allow his teftimony to weigh down the prejudices of a
multitude of minor Critics, who have no way ef raif-
ing a reputation to themfelves, but by attacking fuch
of the learned as are in poffeflion of it. The learned
and judictous Frederic Heifter (37), fon of the cele-
brated Lawrence Heifter, whofe fyftem of Surgery has
made him known to all the learned world, thought
himf{elf obliged, on Budd=zus’s publithing a large
work againft Atheifm and Superftition, to vindicate
the Phyficians in general, and our author in particu-
lar, from the injurious afperfions caft upon him in
that book, His defence of Dr. Browne takes up the
whole xixth fection, 1n which, from a great variety
of paflages in our author’s works, he demonftrates the
cruclty of this calumny, as well as its notorious falfe-
hood. It is true that Michael Lilienthal (38), in his
differtation on Literary Machiavelifm, has a ftroke at
Sir Thomas Browne, as if he had been an enemy to
antiquity ; and the famous Peter Bayle (39) fpeaks
but flightly of him in fome part of his works; yet
when the cenf{ures and charaéters of thefe Critics are
compared and confidered, they will be found to de as
much honour to our author’s memory, as the praifes
of other men. On the whole, we may f{afely fay,
that as his pen vindicated ufeful {cience by vanquith-
ing and driving away a multitude of errors which had
been long received ; fo his fame has triumphed over
envy, and will appear in the eyes of pofterity as clear
and bright as the truths which he efpoufed; and it
was with great juftice this fentence was infcribed on
his monument, Scripris guibus titult, Religio Medici
85 Pleadodoxia cpidemica, aliifque per orbem notiffimus.

C.

® % [Concerning what 1s fard of Guy Patin, in
the note [G], 1t hath Dbeen obferved to us, by a
learned correfpondent, that, though 1t 1s true that
Patin was a {fmatterer, it is not to be fuppofed that
he meant to relle® on the Religio Medici for the
frecdom of the notions contained in 1t ; for he was a
I'ree-thinker himfelf, to the beft of his little judg-
ment. In his account of the Strafburgh ediuon, he
{fpeaks highly of the merit of the oniginal. :

It hath, alfo, been remarked, by the {ame corre.
fpondent, that the fadt, mentioned in note [Q), in
the Account of leeland, of Bears coming over feas in
floats of icc, 1s curious, and may ferve to refolve
fome diflicultics in the Hiltory of the peopling of the
Globe.

In the year 1750, was publifhed a fecond edition
of Sir Thomas Browne’s ¢ Chrittiun Morals,’ to which
14 prefixed a life of the author, by Dr. Samucl john-
(on. 'T'his Life, though it contains few new faéls, is
written (as might be expe€led from Dr, Johnfon) n
fo maflerly a maonner, and with fuch ingenuity and
{agacity of obfervation, that, in making confiderable
axtradls from iy, wo: fhall receive the thanks of our
readert.

Upon occpflon of the ¢ Religio Medici's’ boing
printed,, in 1642, without the confent of the anthor,
his Biographer remarks as follows: ¢ ‘Chs has, per-
¢. haps, fometimes befallen othersy and this, I am
¢ wiﬁing to beliave, didireally happen to Dr. Browne :
¢ but there i3, furt:l‘y, {fome reafon to doubt'tha truth

¢ of the complaint fo frequently made of furroptitions:

« ¢ditions. A fong, or an epigrgm, may be eafily
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where,

¢ printed without the author’s knowledge; becaufe it
‘ may be learned when it is repeated, or may be
written out with very little trouble: but a long
trcatife, however elegant, is not often copicd by
mere zeal or curiofity, but may be worn out in
afling from hand to hand, before it is muluplicd
ﬁy a tranfcript. [t 15 Eafy to convcey an im_pcrﬁ:él
book, by a diftant hand, to the prefs, and plead

the circulation of a falfe copy as an excufe for pab-

or oitenfive, and charge the errors on the tran-
{criber’s depravations,— This is a flratagem,
by which an author panting for tame, anld yetu
afrmd of feeming to challenge it, may at ouce

gratify his vanity, and preferve the appearance ot

modefly ; may enter the lifts, and fecure a retreat :

and this, candour might fuftfer to pals undetelted as
:an innocent fraud, but that indeed no fiaud is 1n-
© nocent ; for the confidence which makes the hap-
¢ pinefs ot fociety, 1s in fome degree diminithed by
¢ every man, whofe pratice 15 at variance wih his
‘ words (40).’

Dr. Johnfon, fpeaking of the compliments which
Dr. Browne and Sur Kenelm Digby paid to cach
other, in the letters that paffed between them previ-
oully to the publication of Sir Kenclm’s Obfcrva-
tions, takes notice, that the reciprocal civility of au-
thors is one of the moft rifible fcenes in the farce of
Life. ¢ Who would not, fays he, have thought,
¢ that the(e two luminaries of their age had ceafed to
¢ endeavour to grow bright by the obfcuration of
¢ each other? Yet the animadverfions thus weak,
¢ thus precipitate, upon a book thus injured in the
¢ tranf{cription, quicEl}r pafied the prefs; and Religio
¢ Medict was more accurately publithed, with an
‘ admonition prefixed *¢ to thofe who have or fhall
““ perufe the obfervations upon a former corrupt co-
““ py;” ¢ in which there is a fevere cenfure, notupon

Digby, whe was to be ufed with ceremony, but

upon the Obfervator who had ufurped his name:

was {uppofed to be fatisfied with his opponent’s apo-
Jbgy ; but by fome offictous friend zealous for his
honour, without his confent {(41).””

The aflertion of Sir Thomas Browne, that his life

é
4
¢ nor was this inve&tive written by Dr. Browne, who
£
4
4

had been a miracle of thirty years; ¢ which to relate,
‘ were not hiftory but a prece of poetry, and would
‘ found like a fable,” hath drawn from Dr. Johnfon
the tollowing acute reflections.
‘ edly, a fenfe, 1n which all life1s miraculous; as 1t

¢ 'I'hiere 1s, undoubt-

15 an union of powers of which we can image no
connexion, a {ucceflion of motions of which the firit
caufe mult be fupernatural : but life, thus explain-
ed, whatever it may have of miracle, will have no-
thing of table; and, thercfore, the author un-
doubtedly had regard to fomething, by which he
imagined himfelt diflinguithed from the relt of man-
kind,=~Of thefe wonders, however, the view that
can be now taken of his life offers no appearance.
'I'he courfe of his education was hike that ot others,
fuch as put him little 1n the way of extraordinary
cafunlties. A fcholaltic and ncmﬁ:micnl life 18 very
untform ; and has, indeed, more fufery than plea-
fure. A traveller has groater opportunitivs of ad-

or Arabian deferts: and, furely, a man may vifie
Frunce and Italy, vefide at Montpethier and Padua,.
and at lall take hy degree at Leyden, without any
thing miraculous.  What it was, that would, 1t 1t
was related, found fo poetical and fabulows, we ate
left o puels 3 I believn, withoue hope of guetling
rightly.  Fhe wonders probably were tranfacted m
his own mind: felf-love, co.operating with an
imagination vigorous and fertile as that of Browne,
will ind or make obje@s of aftonithment in cvery
man's life ; and, Purflmps, there is no human be-
ing, however hid i the crowd from the obiervation
of his fellow~mortals, who, if he has leifure and
difpofition ta recplleéd his qwn thoughts and ac-

tions, will not conclude his life in fome fort a mi-
4 ¢ aacle,
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BROWNE

where, upon a mural monument, fixed to the fouth pillar of the altar, there aré two
infcriptions, one in Latin, the other in Englith, containing feveral particulars relating

¢ racle, and imagine himfelf diftinguithed from all
‘ the reft of his {pecies by many difcriminations of
‘ nature or of fortune (42).’

Dr. Johnfon wifhes that Sir Thomas Browne had
longer delayed the publication of his Treatife on
Vulgar Errors, and added what the remaining part
of his life, fpentin ftudy and experience, would have
aftorded. e thinks, too, thatit might now be pro-
per to reprint it with notes, partly fupplemental and
partly emendatory ; to fubjoin thofe difcoveries which
the induftry of the laft age has made, and corre&t
thofe miftakes which the auwthor has committed, not
by idlenefs or negligence, but for want of BovLe’s
and NewrTon’s Philofophy. ¢ He appears, indeed,
¢ continues Dr. Johnfon, tohave been willing to pay
¢ labour for truth. Having heard a flying rumour of
‘ {ympathetic ncedles, by which, fufpended over a
¢ circular alphabet, diftant friends or lovers might
¢ correfpond, he procured two fuch alphabets to be
¢ made, touched his needles with the fame magnet,
‘ and placed them upon proper f{pindles: the refult
‘ was, that when he moved one of his needles, the
¢ other, inftead of taking by {ympathy the {ame di-
¢ re€tion, ¢ ftood like the pillars of Hercules.”
¢ That 1t continued motionlefs, will be eafily be-
¢ lieved ; and moft men would bave been content to
¢ believe 1t, without the labour of fo hopelefs an ex-
¢ periment, Browne might himf{clf have obtained
¢ the fame convithion by a method lefs operofe, if he
¢ had thruft his ncedles through corks, and then fet
¢ them afloat in two bafons of water. - Notwithftand-
¢ ing his zeal to detet old errors, he fecems not very
¢ eafy to admit new pofitions; for he never mentions
‘ the motion of the earth but with contempt and ri-
* dicule, though the opinion, which admits 1t, was
¢ then growing popular, and was, furely, plaufible,
¢ even before it was confirmed by later obfervations
£ {43)

Of Sir Thomas Brownc’s ¢ Difcourfe on Sepul-
¢ chral Urns,” Dr. Johnfon obferves, that there 1is,
perhaps, none of his works which better exemplifies
his reading or memory. ¢ It is fcarcely, fays he, to
¢ be imagined, how many particulars he has amaffed
together, in a treatife which feems to have been
occalionally written ; and for which, therefore, no
materials could have been previoufly colleted. It
15, indeed, like other treatifes of antiquity, rather
for curiofity than ufe: for it 1s of {mall 1mportance
to know which nation buried their dead 1in the
ground, which threw them into the fea, or which
gave them to birds and beafts; when the praltice
of cremation began, or when 1t was difufed ; whe-
ther the bones of different perfons were mingled 1n
the fame urn ; what oblations were thrown nito the
pyre ; or how the alhes of the body were diftinguifh-
¢ ed from thofe of other fubftances. Of the ufelef-
‘ nefs of all thefe enquiries, Browne feems not to
‘ have been ignorant; and, therefore, concludes
¢ them with an obfervation which can never be too
‘ frequently recollected.”’—¢¢ All or moft apprehen-
‘“ fions refted in opinions of fome future being, which
““ ignorantly or coldly believed, begat thofe pervert-
““ ed conceptions, ceremonies, fayings, which Chri-
““ Rians pity or laugh at. Happy are they, which
““ live not in that difadvantage of time, when men
could fay lictle for futurity, but from reafon;
whereby the nobleft mind fell often upon doubttful
deaths, and melancholy diflolutions: with thefe
‘“ hopes Socrates warmed his doubtful fpirits, againit
““ the cold potion ; and Cato, before he durll give
‘““ the fatal firoke, fpent part of the night in reading
“ the Immortality of Plato, thereby confirming his
““ wavering hand unto the animolity of that attempt,
“ It is the heaviell ftone that melancholy can throw
““ at man, to tell him he 1y at the end of his nature ;
‘“ or that there is no further ftate o come, unto
*“ which this feemy progreflional, and otherwife made
“ In vain : without this accomplithment, the natural
“ expe@ation and defive of fuch a flate, were but a
““ fallacy in nature; unfatisfied confiderators would
‘“ quarrel the jultice of their conflitution, and rell
““ content that Adam had fallen lower, wherchy, by
‘* knowing no other original, and decper ignorance
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““ of themfelves, they might have enjoyed the hap-
““ pinefs of inferior creatures, who in tranquillity
poffefs their conftitutions, as having not the appre-
henfion to deplore their own natures; and being
framed below.the circumference of thele hopes or
cognition of better things, the wifdom of God
hath neceflitated their contentment. But the {u-
perior ingredient and obfcured part of ourfelves,
whereto all prefent felicities afford no relting
contentment, will be able at Jaft to tell us we are

refent felves ; and evacuate fuch
f}')uition of their own accomplifh-

44
£4
€L
&L
¥
41
31

£¢

‘“ more than our
““ hopes 1n the
ments (4.4.).”"
Dr. Johnfon gives a very pleafing account of Sir
Thomas Browne’s ¢ Garden of Cyrus, or Quincunxial
Lozenge.” < This difcourfe he begins with the
Sacred Garden, in which the firft man was placed ;

e

£

¢ and deduces the praétice of horticulture from the
£

£

€L

carlieft accounts of antiquity to the time of the Per-
fian Cyrus, the firft man whom we atually know
to have planted a Quincunx; which, however, our
author 1s inclined to beheve of longer date, and
not only difcovers it in the defcription of the hang-
ing gardens of Babylon, but feems willing to be-
¢ lieve, and to perfuade lns reader, that it was prac-
‘ tifed by the feeders on vegetables before the flood.
¢ —Some of the moft pleafing performances have
¢ been produced by learning and genius exercifed
¢ upon fubjeéts of httle importance, It feems to have
¢ been, 1n all ages, the pride of wit, to thew how
¢ 1t could exalt the low, and amplify the little. To
¢ {pecak not inadequately of things really and natu-
¢ rally great, is a tafk not only ditficult but difagree-
¢ able; becaufe the writer 1s degraded in his own
¢ eyes by ftanding in comparifon with his {ubjeé, to
* which he can hope to add nothing from his imagi-
¢ nation : but 1t is a perpetual triumph of fancy to
“ expand a fcanty theme, to raife glittering ideas
¢ from obfcure properties, and to produce to the
“ world an obj¢& of wonder to which nature had con-
¢ tributed little. To this ambition, perhaps, we
* owe the Frogs of Homer, the Gnat and the Becs of
¢ Virgil, the Butterfly of Spenfer, the Shadow of
¢ Wowerus, and the Quincunx of Browne.—In the
¢ profecution of this fport of fancy, he confiders every
° production of art and nature, in which he could
¢ find any decuffation or approaches to the form of a
¢ Quincunx ; and as a man once refolved upon ideal
¢ difcoveries, feldom fearches long in vain, he finds
¢ his favourite figure in almott every thing, whether
¢ natural or invented, ancient or modern, rude or
“ artificial, facred and civil; {o that a rcader, not
¢ watchful againft the power of his infufions, would
¢ imagine that decuflation was the great bufinefs of
¢ the world, and that nature and art had no other
‘ purpofe than to exemplify and imitate a Quincunx.
¢ —T'o thew the excellence of this figure, he enu-
* merates all its properties; and finds 1 it almoit
¢ every thing of ufe or pleafine: and to fhew how
¢ rcadily he fupplics what he cannot find, one mitance
‘ may be fufhcient; ¢* though therein (fays he) we
““ meet not with right angles, yet every rhombus
““ containing four angles equal unto two right, it
‘“ virtually contains two right in cvery one.” —¢ The
¢ fanciful fports of great minds arc never without
‘ fome advantage to knowledge, Browne has inter-

»
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lants, and the laws of vegetation ; and appears to
“ have been a very accurate obferver of the modes of
¢ germination, and to have watched with great nicety
‘ the evolution of the parts of plants from their fe-
“ minal principles, -— He 13 then naturally led to treat
* of the number five; and finds, that by this number
“ many things are civcumnfcribed ; that there are five
‘ kinds of vegetable produétions, five fe@ions of a
¢ cone, five orders of archite@ure, and five acts of o
‘ play.  And obferving that five was the ancient con-
Jtlg:tl Or Wf:Llllillj; number, he proceeds to a (pecu-
*lavon, which Uihall give in his own words ; *¢ ‘T'he
“Cancient numerdls made out the conjugal number
““ by two and three, the firft parity and imparity,
““ the aclive and paflive digits, the material and
‘‘ formal principles v generative focicties (45).”
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{'pcrﬁ:d many curious obfervations on the form of
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BROWNE (Sir THoMas).

to his life, which, as they have been mentioned in the courfe of this article, and as thofe

infcriptions have been publifhed more than once, render it. unneceflary to tranfcribe

With regard to the pofthumous pieces publifhed by
Dr. Tenifon, we fhall only infert what Dr. Johnfon
hath faid concerning Sir Thomas Browne’s Effay ¢¢ On
““ Languages, and' particularly the Saxon Tongue.”
* He difcourfes with great learning, and generally
‘ with great juftnefs, of the derivation and changes
‘ of languages; but, like other men of multifarious
¢ learning, he receives fome notions without exami-
‘ nation. Thus he obferves, according to the po-
¢ pular opinion, that the Spaniards have retained fo
‘ much Latin, as to be able to compofe fentences
¢ that fhall be atonce grammatically Latin and Catli-
¢ lian : this will appear very unlikely to a man that
¢ confiders the Spanifh terminations; and Howel,
¢ who was eminently fkilful in the threc provincial
¢ languages, declares, that after many eflays he ncver
¢ could effe&t it.—The principal deign of this letter,
¢ is to fhew the affinity between the modern Englifh
¢ and the ancient Saxon; and he obferves, wvery
rightly, that ¢ though we have borrowed many
““ {ubftantives, adjetives, and fome verbs, from the
““ French; yetthe great body of numerals, auxiltary
““ verbs, articles, pronouns, adverbs, conjunétions,
¢ and prepofitions, which are the diftinguifhing and
¢ lafting parts of a language, remain with us from
¢ the Saxon.”—*¢ To prove this pofition more evi-
¢ dently, he has drawn up a fhort difcourfe of fix pa-
¢ ragraphs, in Saxon and Englith; of which every
¢ word is the fame in both languages, exceptipg the
 terminaiions and orthography.

The words are, 1n-
¢ deed, Saxon, but the phrafeologyis Enghith ; and,
¢ 1 think, would not have beecn underftcod by Bede
¢ or Alfric, notwithftanding the confidence of our
¢ author. He has, however, fufhciently proved his
¢ pofition, that the Englifh refembles 1ts parental
¢ language, more than any modern European dia-
¢ lect (46).”

Sir T'homas Browne’s perfonal charalter having
been particularly delineated, by his friend Mr.
Whitefoot, we fhall lay before our readers that part
of it which Dr. Johnfon hath thought worthy of be-
ing tranfcribed. ¢¢ For a charaéter of his perfon, his
¢ complexion and hair was anfwerable to his name ;
¢ his ftature was moderate, and habit of body nei-

¢ ther fat nor lean, but ivs+p:G..—In his habit of

¢¢ clothing, he had an averfion to all finery, and
““ affeted plainnefs, both in the fafhion and orna-
“ ments. He ever wore a cloke, or boots, when
¢ few others did. IHe kept himf{elf always very
¢« warm, and thonght it moft fafe {fo to do, though
<« he never loaded himfelf with fuch a mulutude
““ of garments, as Suctonius reports of Augultus,
‘* enough toclotheagood family. ~ The horizon of his
“ underftanding was much larger than the hemifphere
“« of the world: A!]l that was vifible 1n the heavens
““ he comprehended fo well, that few that are under
¢ them knew fo much: He could tell the number of
“ the vinible ftars in his horizon, and call them all
“« by their names that had any; and of the earth he
*“ had fuch a minute and exaét geographical know-
““ ledpe, as it he had been by Divine Providence or-
““ ained furveyer-general of the whole temeftrial orl,
““ and 1ts }11'(1Lluéh, minerals, plants, and animals,
“ e was {o curious a botanift, that befides the fpe-
¢ crfical diftinétions, he made nice and elabaorate ob-
“¢ {crvations, cqually ufeful as entertmning,—-His
“ memory, though not fo eminent as that of Sencca
““ or Scaliger, was capacious and tewacious, info-
¢« mnuch as he remembered all that was remarkable in
““ any bool: that he bad read; and not only knew all
¢ perfons again that he had ever feen at any diftance
‘¢ of time, hut remembered the circumftances of their
¢ hodics, and thetyr particolar difcourfes and {pecches.
¢ .. I the Latin poets he remembered eyery thing
¢ that was acute and pungent; he had read mofl of
‘“ the hiftoriing, ancient and modern, wherein hiy
¢ phfervations were finpular, not taken notice of by
* common readers 3 he way excellent compiny when
¢ Lo was at deifure, and exprefled more Jight than
“ heat in the temper of his bran,-- e had no de-
“ (potical power over his affedtions and paflions
« (that wag a privilege of original perfeétion, for-
“ fited by the neglect of the ule of it) j butaw large
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a political power over them, as any Stoick, or
man of his time, whereof he gave fo great experi-
ment, that he hath very rarely been knowu to
have been overcome with any of them. ‘Ihe
ftrongeft that were found in him, both of the 1raf-
cible and concupifcible, were under the controul
of his reafon. Of admiration, which is onc of
them, being the only produ&, either of ignorance,
or uncommon knowledge, he had more, and lefs,
than other men, upon the fame account of his
knowing more than others; fo that though he met
with many rarities, he admired them not {fo much
as others do.—He was never feen to be tranfported
with mirth, or dejeCted with f{adnefs; always
cheertul, but rarely merry, at any fen{ible rate;
{eldom heard to break a jeft; and when he did,
he would be apt to blufh at the levity of 1t: his
gravity was natural without affe€tation. — His mo-
defty was vifible in a natural babitual bluth, which
was increafed upon the leaft occafion, and oft dif-
covered without any obfervable caufe.—"T'hey that
knew no more of him than by the brik1efls of his
writings, found themfelves deceived in their ex-
pe€tation, when they came in his company, not-
ing the gravity and fobriety of his afpect and con-
verfation ; fo free from loquacity, or much talka-
tivenels, that he was {fomething difficult to be en-
gaged in any difcourfe ; though when he was fo,
it was always fingular, and never trite or vulgar.
Parfimonious in nothing but his time, whéreot he
made as much improvement, with as little lofs as
any man in 1t: when he had any to fpare from his
drudging pradtice, he was {carce patient of any di-
verfion from his ftudy ; fo impatient of floth and
idlenefs, that he would fay, he could not do no-
thing. - Sir Thomas underftood moft of the:Euro-
pean languages ; @z, all that are in Hutter’s Bi-
ble, which he made ufe of. The Latin and Greek
he underftood critically ; the Oriental languages,
which never were vernacular in this part of the
world, he thought the ufe of them would not an-
fwer the time and pains of learning them ; yet
had fo great a veneration for the matrix of them,
iz, the Hebrew, confecrated to the Oracles of
God, that he was not content to be totally igno-
rant of it ; though very little of his fcicnce 1s to be
f5und In any books of that primitive language.
And though much is faid to be written in the deri-
vative idioms of that tongue, efpecially the Arabic,
yet he was fatished with the tranflations, wherein
he found nothine admirable.,—In his religion he
continued in the fame mind which he had declared
in his firlt book, written when he was but thirty
vears old, his Religio Medici, whercin he fully
allented to that of the church of England, prefer-
ring 1t before any in the world, as did the learned
Grotins.  Ile attended the public fervice very con-
ftantly, when he was not withheld by his practice.
Never mifled the facrament in his parith, if he
were in town.  Read the beft Enalith fermons he
could hear of, with hiberal nplﬂnnﬁ!; and delight-
el not in controverfies,  In his Jall ficknels,
wherein he continuwed about a week's time, endur-
ing great pain of the cholic, befides a continual
fever, with as much patience as hath been feen i
any man, without any pretence of Stoical apathy,
ammolity, or vanity of not being concerned there-
at, or fuflering no impeachment of happinels.
Nibil agis dolor, =iy patience was fnunLch upon
the Chriflian phi]ofany, and a found faith ot
God's Providence, and a meek and humble fub-
miflion thereunto, which he exprefied in few words
I vilited him near his end, when he had not
trength to hear or (peak much; the laft words
which I heard from him, were, befides fome ex-
preflions of dearnefs, that he did freely fubmit to
the will of God, heing without fear: [le had otlt
triumphed over the king of terrors in others, and
riven many repulfes in the defence of panents;
tut when his own turn came, he fubmitted willh 1l
meek, rational, and relipious courage, -~ He mighe
Enml the old ,'nyin g ot Dat Galenus

n{rr,
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them here (2).

(Si THOMAS):

This monument was erected from the tender affeCtion of Lady Doro-

thy Browne, his widow; to whofe memory, on the oppolite pillar, there is another
mural monument, which informs us that fhe died February 4, 1684, in the ixty-third
year of her age. By this Lady Sir Thomas had ten children, of whom only one fon
(who 1s taken notice of in the next article) and three daughters furvived him; all of
them remarkable for inheriting their patents virtues, and enjoying an uncommon thare
of that fprightly wit and folid fenfe, fo confpicuous in their father’s writings; as they
have alfo been by exprefling an affectionate and becoming zeal for preferving their
father’s memory, and fecuring his literary remains from oblivion.

* But his indulgence and liberality to his children,

‘¢ efpecially in their travels; two of lLis fons in divers
‘“ countries, and two of his daughters in France,
*“ fpent him more than a little. He was liberal in
*¢ his houfe entertainments, and in his charity ; he
¢ left a comfortable, but no great eftate, both to
* his lady and children, gained by his own induftry.
“ — Such was his fagacity and knowledge of all hif-
¢ tory, ancient and modern, and his obfervations
¢ thereupon {o fingular, that it hath been faid by
““ them that knew him beft, that if his profeflion,
‘“ and place of abode, would have fuited his ability,
““ he would have made an extraordinary man for the
‘¢ privy-council, not much inferior to the famous
¢¢ Padre Paulo, the late oracle of the Venetian ftate.
*¢ ~Though he were nbo prophet, nor fon of a pro-
‘“ phet, yet in that faculty which comes nearett it,
““ he excelled, 7. e. the ftochaftic, wherein he was
‘“ {eldom miftaken, as to future events, as well pub-
‘“ lic as private ; but not apt to difcover any pre-
““ {ages or fuperflition (47).’

Dr. Johnfon’s charaéter of Sir Thomas Browne as
a writer in general, and of his ftyle in particular, is
too juft, as well as too mafterly, to be omitted. ¢ But
‘ it is not on the praifes of others, but on his own
‘ writings, that he is to depend for the efteem of
¢ poiterity ; of which he will not eafilv be deprived,
¢ while learning fhall have any reverence among
¢ men: for there 1s no {cience, in which he does not
¢ difcover fome fkill; and {carce any kind of know-
¢ ledge, profane or facred, abftrufe or elegant,
“ which he does not appear to have cultivated with
¢ fuccefs.— His exuberance of knowledge, and ple-
“ nitude of 1deas, {fometiumes obfiruét the tendency of
¢ his reafoning, and the clearnefs of his decifions :
¢ on whatever fubjet he employcd his mind, there
* farted vp 1mmediately fo many 1mages before hum,
 that he lcft one by graflping another. His memory
‘ {fupplied him with {fo many illuftrations, paraliel or
‘ dependent notions, that he was always flarting into
“ collateral confiderations: but the {pirit and vigour
“ of hus purfurr always pives delight; and the reader
¢ follows him, without relu@lance, through his
‘ mazes, 1n themfelves flowery and pleafing, and
¢ ending at the pomt originally in view.—To have
“ great excellencies, and great fuutes, ¢ magna vir-
““tutes wec minora witia, 1s the poely,” ¢ {ays our
© author, ** of the belt natures.” ¢ T'his poely may
* be properly applied o the flyle of Browne : It is
¢ vigorous, but rugged; 1t s learned, but pedantic;
‘1t 15 deep, but obflcure; 1t thikes, but does not
¢ pleafe; it commands, but does not allure: his
‘ tropes are harth, and his combinauons uncouth,
“ He fell into an age, in which our language bepan
‘ to lofe the flubthity which it had obuined in the
‘ time of BEhizabeth; and was confidered hy cevery
¢ writer as it fubjedl on which he mighe ey his plattic
¢ kill, by moulding it according to his own fancy.
‘ Muton, in confequence of this encroaching licence,
¢ began to introduce the Latin idiom: and Browue,
‘ though he gave lels dilturbhance to our ilruétures and
‘ phrafeology, yet pomed tn a mulutude of exotic
* words ;5 many, andeed, ufeful and  hpnihcant,
“ which, 1if rejected, muit be fupplicd by circumlo-
*cution, fuch as commenfality for the iliate ot many
* living at the fame table 3 but many fuperfluons, as
‘ a paridogical for an wimcatonable doubt; and fome
* {uo obfcure, that they conceal his meaning rather
‘ thun explain it, as arthritical analogies for paits
‘ that ferve fome animals in the place of joints, —
“ His atyle is, indeed, a tifue of many languages; a
‘ mixture of heterogencous words, hrought together
‘ from dillant regions, with terms originally appro-
¢ Friutcd to one art, and drawn by vioi]t:ncu into the
' He mull, however, be confell-
y philofophical diction

rvice of another,
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and in defence of his uncommon words and expref-
fions, we muft contidetr, that he had uncommon f{en-
timents, and was not content to exprefs in many
words that idea for which any language could {up.-
ply a fingle term.—But his innovations are {uome-
times pleafing, and his temerities happy: he has
many «werba ardentia, forcible expreflions, which
he would never have found, but by venturing to
the utmoft verge of propriety; and flights which
would never have been reached, but by one who
had very little fear of the fhame of falling (48).’
The laft thing which Dr. Johnfon hath done, in
his life of Sir Thomas Browne, is to vindicate himn
from the charge of infidelity ; and having fully thewn
the falfity of this accufation, the ingenious Biogra-
pher concludes in the following words : ¢ The opini-
“ ons of every man mult be learned from himfelf:
concerning his practice, it 1s fafeft to truft the evi-
dence of others, Where thefe teftimonies concur,
no higher degrec of hittorical certainty can be ob-
tained ; and they apparently concur to prove, that
Browne was axealous adbercut to the faith of CHRIST,
that be lived in obedience to his lawes, and died in con-
Sfidence of bis merey (49).” '
We are told, in note [2], that Sir Thomas
Browne’s ¢ Chrifian Morals’ was the laft of his worka
that was publifhed (*}.  But we learn from Dr. John-
fon, that the pofthumous picces, communicated by
Owen Brigftock, Efq; did not appear ull 1722 (50).

‘There 1s a famous paflage in the Religio Medics,
in which the Author gives a long detan of his aitain-
ments, and yet declares that, among thofe millions
of vices he had inherited from Adam, he had efcaped
the firlt and father-fin of pride (g1). "This hath been
cenfured by Dr. Watts, not only as a ftrange and
thoughtlefs expreflion, but as an evidence, that Sir
Thomas Biowne converfed but little at home; and
that he was not acquainted with himfelf; fince, while
he ftrongly denied that any vanity belonged to him,
he could pradife it in fo public a manner (g2). Dr.
Johnfon concurs 1n the fame cenfure, and obferves,
that ¢ a perufal of the Religio Medici will not much
‘ contribute o produce a Dbelietf of the Author’s
¢ excmption from this FaTtHER-s51N.  D'ride1s a vice,
which pride 1delf inclines every man to find in
¢ others, and to overlook 1n himfelf (53).” Never-
thelels, though Sir Thomas Browne’s aflertion may
be regarded as an nftance of his indiferetion, and
as beuraying fome degree of felf-decett; we cannot,
on the whole, think that he was proud.  He ipeaks
with fuch apparent itegrity of himielf, and with
{uch a fenle of his defeéts, as well as of his excellen-
cies, that, if pride had made a confiderable part of
his character, he conld not fo conhdently have aflerted
s exemption from it,

Upon a re-perufal of the * Religio Medici,” we
are clearly of apimon, that, asit hath been too much
cenfured, 1t hath, hkewile, been too much applauded.
Lvery one mult acknowledge 1n 1t the novelty of pa.
radoxes, the dignity of fentment, the quick fucceflion
of mmages, the multitude of abilrufe allufions, the
fubtlety of difquifition, and the flrength of Janguage
(54). Butit abounds, at the fame tune, with weak
and undigeited notions and fuppofitions,  Endued
with a vigorous fancy, and poflefled of multifurious
reading, the author throws out at random whatever
occurs to him, and treats on a vmiety of topics which
he had not maturely confidered.  If he had ac-
companicd what he read, with greater patience of
thought and enqguiry, he would have fullen into
tewer errors, and, by that means, have appeared, as
a folid and ufeful writer, to greater advantage :  but
then he maght not, perhaps, have been equally en-
tertatning.  Upon the whole, b imagination and hig
lcarnig feem, tn no fmall degree, to havo exceeded

his judgment. K.
;) Z BROWNE
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