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BR OWNE (Epwarbp).

BROWNE (Epwarp), a very eminent Phyfician, and Prefident of the Royal
College at London, as well as Phyfician to his Majefty King Charles 11., was the fon of
Sir Thomas Browne before mentioned, and was born fome time 1in the year 1642, not-
withftanding what has been reported by fome writers, who took it for granted that he
was in the feventieth year of his age (2) when he died. He received the firft tincture of
letters under the care of his father, who obferving in him a great propenfity to learn-
ing, refolved to {pare nothing in his education (4), that might tend to the improve-
ment of his natural genius, and gratify his firong appetite to knowledge. e {pent
fome time at Norwich ichool; which was in thofe days very famous, and from thence,
when he was about fifteen, he removed to the univerfity of Cambridge; but 1n what
college of that univerfity he ftudied, I have not, at this diftance of time, been able to
difcover. In all probability; the teafon of his going thither was, for the fake of being
near the place of his father’s refidence, and that he might have the opportunity of
enguiring into, and facilitating his progrefs in learning, which exceeded even the hopes
of his indulgent parent; fince, while a very young man, he became a perfet malfter,
not only of the learned languages, and more efpecially of Greek, but of every kind of
academical knowledge : fo that in 1665, he took there the degree of Bachelor of Phy-
fic (¢). He removed afterwards to Oxford, and there, June 19, 1666, he was admit-
ted to the fame degree (4), and fettling in Merton-college the year following, wiz.
July 7, 1667, he proceeded Doctor in that Faculty (¢), and then returned to Norwich ;
{fo that {fuch writers as have afferted that he travelled before this time, are utterly mif-
taken. But after remaining about a year there, he, with the confent, and probably
with the advice, of his father, refolved to make a tour through Germany; and accord-
ingly, Auguft 14, 1668, hc embarked at Yarmouth for Holland ; and, having paffed
through the United Provinces, the Spanifh Netherlands, and the Lower Germany as
far as Cologne, he went from thence through Bavaria to the 1mperial city of Vienna,
where he remained for fome time; and then, pafling through Moravia, and Bohemia,
where he made fome ftay at Prague, and having examined the filver mines 3t Gutten-
berg, purfued his journey through Saxony, vifiting the Electoral Refidence at Drefden,
the mines at Friedberg, the celebrated univerfity of Leipfic, and the famous city of
Magdeburg, from whence he travelled to Hamburgh, and after a fhort ftay there,
embarked on board a veflel bound for London, and landed in Kent upon Chriftmas-day
that year (f). In thefe five months he maue fo many curious obfervations, contraéted
acquaintance with {fo many perfons confiderable in the world by their rank or learning,
and obtained fuch a knowledge of the advantages beftowed by travelling on perfons of
his profeflion, that he refolved to go abroad again, and to make a morc extenfive tour,
which he accordingly did in the year following ; pafling through moft of the dominions
of the Houfe of Auftria, vifiting feveral provinces, and taking a confiderate view of the
mines in Hungary., Afterwards he went to Larifla in Theffaly, where the Grand Seig-
nior then refided, and having travelled through that country and Macedonia, returned
acain to Vienna; from whence he went to Venice by land through the country of Friuli,
which gave him an opportunity of {eeing and examining the quickfilver mines. He re-
turned from Venice to Vienna, which 1s three hundred and fifteen miles, alone, and
upon one horfe. He had, before this, made either a journey or a voyage to- that city,
and from thence, 1n company with Sir William Trumbull, who was atterwards Sccre-
tary of State, Mr. Soames, Dr. Palman, Dr. James, and Mr. Dafhwood, to Genoa,
from whence he returned home through I‘rance, but at what time we cannot exactly
diftinguifh (¢). In the courfe of his travels, befides his great improvements in all kinds
of knowledge, more efpecially Antiquities, Natural Fliftory, and Phylic, he had an
opportunity of fecing the courts and perfons of four of the greateft Monarchs, viz. the
Fmperor Leopold at Vienna; the Grand Seignior, Mohamimed IV, at Larifla; Pope
Clement IX. at Rome; and Lewis X1V, at Verfailles (). Upon his return to London,
he becaume a Member of the Royal Society, as well as of the College of Phylicians (7);
and being equally diftinguifhed by his extenfive learning and polite converfation, grew
into high favour and cfteem with the famous Earl of Dorfet, and other perfons of great
quality and diftinétion (&), at whofe requelt he publifhed a relation of fome part of his

travels [ 47, 'Fhis book had a great charaller given 1t i the Philafophical Tranjaiétions,
andd

[ A7) A relation of fome part of bis travels.]  ‘The lights as might conduce to the improvement of thofe
title of this work at large rany thus: ¢ A brief ac- feiences which fell more immediately under their -
¢ count of fome travels in Hungparia, Servia, Bulga-  {peflion; fo we are informed, that their Secretary
“ rin, Macedonia, Theflaly, Aufiria, Styria, Ca-  delivered fuch 1o our author, which we find printed
rinthia, Carniola, Friuli, e, By Kdward Browne, at Jarge in the Tranfations under the tollowing u-
« M. D. of the College of London, Iellow of the e (1) : ¢ Direttions and Inquiries, as they were
* Royal Society, and Phyfictan in Ordinary to his ¢ fome time fince recommended by the Publither, to
¢ Majelly, London in gr0." Tt is to be oblerved, ¢ the care of the inFcniouu and learned Dr, 1sdward
that our author, after his return from Famburgh, ¢ Browne (fon to that defervedly famous Phyfician,
had communicated his defign of making w tour ¢ Dy, Thomas Browne, and Fellow of the Royal
through thefe countries, to fome of the Members of ¢ Society) travelling in Germany, Huaogary, T key,
the Royal Society 5 and as it was the cuftom of that ¢ &, "'o thele quenes, Dr. Browne gave very
learned body, at this time, to frame initrutlions for  copious anfwers, which were alfo printed at Lirpe in
the ufe of travellers, that they mioht receive fuch  the 'Franfuétions ; and were {o tull of curious, enier-
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ant_i was’ re‘ccived wigh uriiver*fa:_l applavfe, whieh;, -without daubt; it very svell. defervedy:
as it contaiped a copious and circumftantial account of feveral countriés, ; with' which:we
were very little acquainted (/) ; and indeed, from ;that time- to. this, there has been
nothing publifhed of the fame kind that comes near it in any degree. - Yet the Doctory

confidering that there was fome part of Germany, and more efpecially .the baths of Aix=
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la-Chapelle, the mineral waters .at Spa, and other curiofities it that neighbourhoodsy

which he had not feen, took the advantage of the Congrefs held at Cologné in 1673 (m),

and having accompanied thither our Plenipotentiaries, Six Jofeph. Williawifan, -and-Sir

Leoline Jenkins, he went from thence, in the beginning of July, to Aix-la-Chapelle;

and having curioufly examined, not only

the baths for which that city is famous,. but

the mines in its neighbourhood, and particularly that of lepis calaminaris in the country
of Limburgh, he proceeded to Spa, and enquired nharrowly into the nature- and virtue

of the waters.

He went. next to Liege, -and from thence, by Tongres, Louvain, Bruf-

{els, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges, Oftend, Newport, and' Dunkirk,  to Graveline, and
from thence to Calais, where he embarked for Dover, and arrived the latter end :of: the
fame year at London. He had promifed, in the volume of Travels which he publifhed,
that if they were well received, he would prefent the world with another colle&ion of
the like nature; and it was very probably with a2 view of completing this fecond col-
lection, that he made this laft tour through Germany and the Low-Countries. - Yet he
did not publifh his fecond volyme till {fome years afterwards, when it met with the fame
reception from the learned world as the former .volume had done, and with equal

juftice (#) [B]. About this time he fettled in London, married, and began to” grow

into great practice ; for his furtherance in which; upon the deceafe of Sir John Mick-
lethwaite, a very eminent Phyfician, he was, upon the King’s recommendation, chofen
to fupply his place in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, fome years before which, the King

had made him his own Phyfician.
1682 (o).

He was elected at the Hofpital, September 7,
The year following he publithed the Life of Themiftocles, in the Englifh

tranflation of Plutdarch undertaken by Mr, Dryden, and therein gave a proof of his per-
felt acquaintance with the Greek language, and his great {kill and accuracy in writing

his own (p).

elected one of the Cenfors of the Royal College of Phyficians (4).
ryrearchs Of Sertorius, as franflated by him, was made public (#); and 1n 1685, he augmented,
as well as correlted and improved, the Collettion of his Travels, which- he then

On Michaelmas-day in the fame year, he was, according to-their charter,

In 1684, the Lifé
pub-

lifhed all together [C]. Thefe, as far as I have becn able to trace them, are all the

taining, and inftruive circumftances, that he was
prefled and prevailed upon to digelft and put into or-
der the whole f{eries of his travels; i1n order to their
being made public. As {oon as they appeared, they
were taken notice of in, and recommended by, the
Tranfaltions of the Royal Society, in very ftrong
terms ; the publifher introducing his account of them
in the following manner (3): ¢ This learned and in-
¢ quiiittve traveller gives fo good an account of the
“ voyages he made through thofe parts named in the
¢ title, that thereby he excellently inftruéts others
¢ what great benefit may be made by travelling, if
¢ performed with curiofity and judgment.” After
which follows a kind of extra¢t from his travels, of
feveral paflages relating to Phyfical Difcoveries and
Natural H:ilory.

[B] The jame reception from the learned avorld as the
former wolume had doney, and avith ﬂquaf gjuftice.] ‘I'he
title page of this {econd volume of our author’s tra-
vels, runs thus, ¢ Anaccount of feveral travels through
* a great part of Germany, in four journeys. 1. From
¢ Norwich to Cologn., 2. From Cologn to Vienna,
“ with a defeription of that impenal city. 3. From
‘ Vienna to Hamburgh. 4. IFrom Cologn to Lon-
¢ don, wherein the mines, baths, &'¢. London 1677,
‘g0 (4)." It is neceffary to acquaint the reader,
that the three firlt parts contain an account of our
author's voyages to and from Germany, and his wa-
vels through o great part of that country, n 16068 ;
{fo that thefe are prior in point of time to the travels
publified in the former volume. As for the fourth
part, it relates to his lait journc{ to Cologn, when
the Congrefs was held there, of which we have given
an account in the text. One may eafily perceive that
it was his great tkill in minerals, and the curious ac-
counts he had given upon his firll return home, that,
on the one hand, induced the Royal Society to lay o
preac a weight upon his communications, and, on the
othery, prompted him, after two fuch long and fatigu-
ing journeys, to make a third, that he might have
an opportunity of viewing and examining all the re-
markable mines in che ]I.Juxvcr Germany, as he had
betore taken a view of thofe in Bohemia, Saxony,

works

Hungary, and Friuli. .. Tt is indifputable, that the

relatinns he has given us.upon thefe. fubjeéts, are,  be-
yond all comparifon, clearer and more corret than
any that are to be met with either in our own or per-
haps in any other language. He was a man that not
only underftood thefe matters in the highelt degree
of perfeétion, ‘but was alfo very far from being cre-
dulous, and took lhitle or nothing upon truft, as ap-
pears from the accounts he gives us, in which he
mentions a great variety of experiments made by
him{elf upon the fpot, in order to afcertain the fatts
which he delivered. It may not be amifs alfo to ob-
{ferve, that he travelled at a time when the knowledge
of metals was 1n particular efteem, {o that feveral
Princes in Germany employed both their heads and
their hands in this fludy, and therefore his inclina-
tion for it was {uffictent to procure him in every place
throughout that country a favourable reception, and
even particular indulgencies.  We have a very ftrong
inflance of this in the compliment made him by the
learned Lambeccius, who was at that time Library-
keeper to the Emperor Leopold, of not only carrying
to his lodgings any Chymical manuferipts he defired,
but offering to caufe them to be tmnltc):ribed tor his
ufe, or cven to allow him to carry them with him
into Fngland (g). This fecond volume was alfo
mentioned i the Philofophical Tranjaitions, with the
higheft marks of approbation of the book (6), and
refpect for 1ts author; and this railed his reputation
to fuch a height, that he was confidered even by the
mofl knowing menan thofe times, as a perfe@ mafter
of Chymiitry in all its branches, as well as of every
part of Natural Hitory, and of Antquities; mote’
cipecially medals, of which 1n this and in his former
volume of travels, he delivers a great deal, and di(-
courfes of them with much fagacity and judgment, as
well as on feveral points of Roman and Greek Litera-
ture relating to them; as he likewife does of ancient
inferiptions, n the colletting which he was very
diligent, and equally happy in explaining them, ..

(m ) Dr.

Browne's Tra-
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works of his that are extant, Yet it is both pofiible and probable, that he might coni-
municate {feveral things to the Royal Society (s), more efpecially Chemical experiments,
of which he made many ;
works of that great Philofopher, and true friend to ufeful knowledge, the famous Mr.
Boyle, of which fome account will be given in the notes [D]. He attended his royal
mafter, King Charles II., in his laft illnefs, and to the time of his-deceafe (#). Upon
the coming of the Duke of York to the crowh, he was left out’ of the number of his
Phylicians ; but his-pradtice. ftill continued as great as ever, or rather increafed. After
the Revolution, he remained, likewife, at a diftance from the Court; but his great
fuccefs 1a his profeflion made him known and confidered both at home and abroad,
and that too by men of all parties and perfuaflions, as appears by a letter of his to the
celebrated: M. le Clerg, . 1n favour of one Mr. Beverland, a man of great learning, and
Eartiéularly temarkable for writing -4 tnoft excellent Latin ftyle; in which, however, he

ad exercifed his pen on fubjelts that occafioned his being banithed his countfy; on
the repeal of which fentence, this letter of recommendation was written, at the requeft
of Mr. John Locke and the Earl of Carberry (#). It 1s, without doubt, as elegant a
piece of Latin as-can well be feen, and may be theretore confidered as a proof of our
author’s excellence in that refpect. In 1701, about the month of May, when King
William was preparing for his laft voyage to Holland, Dr. Browne, in conjuntion with
Sir Thomas Millington, Sir Richard Blackmore, and Dr. Lawrence, was called'to a
confultation ‘on the ftate of his health ; 'but it does not appear’ that he attended him in
his laft illnefs (w). In the fpring of the year 1705, upon the death of Sir Thomas
Millington, Dr. Browne, who had rifen gradually through all the honours of the Fa-

and of one of théfe we find very honourable mentiony in the b

book, which comprehends only what'is mentioned in
thofe of the other two: buat 1t is very requifite to ob-
{ferve, that it differs from them very much in-its con-

tents, the author having enlarged every part of it .

with frefh obfervations, {o that itisin fome mecafure a
new work. Befides this, he has annexed his journey
from Venice to Genoa, which 1s not in either of the
two former volumes, and is full of great varicty of
c?rious and -learned obfervations, in refpe&, more
eipecially, to the Roman antiquities, with which he
fhows himfelf extremely well acquaihted. There 1s
one thing, however, that ought not to be pafled in
lilence, which 1s his turn for Poetry, of which we will
give the reader an 1nftance, thatwould be no difcre-
dit even to a more modern writer., It is the following
tranflation from Virgil, where Venus is introduced
expoftulating with Jupiter.in the behalf of Aineas,
which our author produces to prove, that Antenor
was the founder of Padua, which. by the way he al
ways writes Padoa (7).

Quem das finem, Rex magne, malorum?
Antenor potuit, mediis clapfus Achivis

Illyricos penetrare finus, atque intima tutys
Regna Liburnorum, et fonrem fuperare Timavi;
Unde per ora povem vafto cum murmure montis
It mare proruptum, et pelago premit arva fonanti:
Hic tamen ille urbem Patavi fedefgue locavit
Tcucrorum, et genti nomen dedit, armaque fixit,

What time, great King, fhall terminate our avoes ?
Safe conld dntenor break thro® all bis foes,

FPicrce to the bottom of the Illyyian bay,

Fieaw kingdoms avhere Liburnian princes fvay ;
Pafs the uine mouths of fierce Timauns' avawes,
Which roars upon the billt, and o’er the wallics yaver,
And there conld fix 3 andon that Yorcign pround,
Great Padoa’s 1onvers for after-ages found :

Neav name the race, and free from all alarms,

Hang up in peace bis confecrated arms.

It may not be amifs to add here, the charaller given
of our author’s performance in the larpe Intruduttory
Difcourfe prefixed to the fiell volume of Churchill’s
Collection of Voyages, which was either written by, or
at Jealt under the direétion of, the fammous Mr.,
Locke (8). ¢ I'he author, fays he, a Dottor of Phy-
* fic, has fhewed himfelt excellendy qualificd for a
traveller by this ingenions piece, 1 which he has
omitted nothing worthy the obfervation of fo curi-
ous a perfon, having fpent much time in the difeo-
very of liuropean raritics, and that in thofe parta
whiach are not the common track of travellers, who
content themfelves with feeing France and Italy,
and the Low-Countrics ; whereas his relation is of
Hungary, Scrvia, Bulgaria, Macedonia, ‘Theflaly,
Auftrin, Styrin, Carinthin, Carniola, and Vriuli;
adding to thefe Germany, the J.ow-Countries, and
a great part of Italy, of ull which he hav compofed

v
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¢ a work of great ufe and benefit.” To this we may
fubjoin, that thefe travels have been tranflated into
French, and as much elteemed by the learned (9g) in
France, as their originals here.

[D] OF abhicB fome account awill be given in the
notes.] ‘This paffage in relation to Dr. Browne, oc-
curs in Mr. Boyle’s fecond Lilay upon wnfucceeding ex-

periments, in .which he propofes two things. Firlt.
T'o render people cautious of eftablithing any doc-

trine of coenfcquence upon’ fingle ‘experiments, or
even on ‘feveral experiments, 'all- the circumf{tances of
which they have not particularly obferved. 'The
other 1s, that prafical writers fhould not be too ha-
{tily cenfured on the {core of experiments by them re-
Inted, failing upon repetition. After mentioning
various inftances in fupport of thefe pofitions, he pro-
ceeds thus with regard to our author (10). ¢ And
‘ fo having' Heen informed that the learned Dr.
¢ Browne fomewhere delivers, that aquafortis will
¢ quickly coagulate common oil, we poured fome of
‘ thofe liquors together, and lct them ftand for a
¢ confiderable fpace of time in an open veflel, with-
¢ out finding in the oil the change by him promifed
¢ (though we have, more than once, with another
¢ liquor, prefently thickened common oil). Where-
¢ upon, being unwilling that {o faithful and candid
¢ a Nawralift thould appear fit to be diftrufted, we
“ did again make the trial, with frefh oil and aqua-
¢ fortis, in a long-necked phial left open at the rop,
¢ which we kept both in a cool place, and after in a
¢ digefting furnace ; but after fome weeks, we tound
‘ no other alterntion in the oil, than that it had ac-
‘ quired a high and lovely tin&ture; notwithftanding
“ which, being fill concerned for the reputation of a
¢ perfon that fo' well deferves a good one, the Iike
¢ contineencies we have formerly met with in other
¢ experiments, made us willing to try whether or no
¢ the unfuccelstulnefs we have related, might not
¢ proceed from fome peculiar, though latent quahity,
* cither in the aquafortis, or the oil, by us formerly
“ employed. Whereupon, changing thofe liquors, and
“ repeating theexperiment, we found, after fome hours,
‘ the ol conpulated almoft into the form of a whitifh
¢ butter.” 1t appears clearly from hence, how great
an opinton {o good a judge, as Mr, Boyle was, had
of our author’s ubthities, and more efpecially how jufl
a fenfe he had of his integrity in r¢porting, as well as
capncity in making, expertments,  But at this dif-
tance of time, 11 hiy not been poflible for us to reco-
ver the originul experiment, as made and delivered
by Dr. Browne; and, therefore, this, as well as
other circumftances, {eems to juftify what we have
hinted in the text, that there may be feveral commu-
nications of our author’s preferved in the archives ot
the Royal Society, cxcluljwc of thofe that are to be
met with in the printed ‘hanfafions, which 1 have
very earcfully examlned, and find no papers bearing
his name luter than 1093,
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BROWNE (Simon).

Culty, and was at that time one of the Ele&s, and Treafurer; fucceeded him as Prefident

ge of Phyficians (x), which office he filled with great abilities, and

difcharged it with univerfal approbation to the time of his death, which happened on
the twenty-feventh of Auguft, 1708, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, after a very
fhort illnefs, at his feat at Northfleet near Greenhithe in the county of Kent (v). He
was extremely regretted by fuch as were beft acquainted with his merit, as appears by a
very large character of him, which I have been favoured with; and which was drawn
3@' for the ufe of Dr. Harris, in cafe he had lived to publith the fecond part of his

iftory of Kent, in which there are feveral things that deferve notice, and therefore it
1s remitted 1nto the notes [£]. At the time of his deceafe, our author had been for
feveral years a widower, and though he had many children, yet only two furvived him,
a fon and a daughter. Of thefe, the former was Dr. Thomas Browne; who, at the
time of his father’s death, was Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the Royal College of

Phyficians.

He was, likewife, a gentleman of great parts and knowledge, and made a

good figure in his profeflion, but did not long futvive his father, dylng in the month of

July 1710 (2), without iffue.

His fifter married Owen Brigftock, of Lechdenny in the

county of Caermarthen, Efq; to whom the public is indebted for the Pofthumous
Works (a) of Sir Thomas Browne ; and in his family T fuppofe the eftate of Northfleet,

which was of the value of about two hundred and forty pounds a yedr, conrtinues.

But

in cafe iffue by his fon and daughter failed, it was demifed, by Dr. Edward Browne, to
be equally divided between the Royal College of Phyficians, and Sr. Bartholomew’s
Hofpital (4), 1nregard to his having been for fome time Prefident of the former, and
continuing for many years Phyfician to the latter,

[E] And therefore it is remitied into the notes.] This,
and various other chara®ers of perfons with whom he
had been acquainted, was drawn up by an old Cler-
gyman in Kent, out of pure zeal for the honour of
that county; after whofe death, they fell into the
hands of the Reverend Mr. Knipe, from whom | had
1t feveral years ago. ¢ Though this gentleman was
‘ no native of Kent, yet having fettled, and lived
¢ therein many years, and feeming to have fixed his
¢ family there, in cafe G OD had been pleafed to
¢ continue it in the male line, he may well deferve a
¢ place amongft the Kentith Worthies. He rececived
¢ from his father an earneft defire after ufeful and
¢ extenfive {cience, which was the beft inheritance he
¢ left to his fon. Itis wonderful, that knowing fo
‘ many things as he did, he fhould know them all fo
¢ thoroughly well. He was acquainted with He-
‘ brew; he was a critic in Greek ; and no man of his
¢ age wrote better Latun: High-Dutch, Italian,
* French, &¢c. he {poke and wrote with as much eafe
¢ as his mother-tongue. Phyfic was his bufinefs, and
¢ to the promotion thereof, all his other acquifitions
¢ were referred.  Botany, Pharmacy, and Chemifiry,
¢ he knew and praftifed. As to the latter, he inhe-
¢ rited from his father the MSS. of Dr. A. Dee,
“ among which too were fome of John'’s (11); but
¢ his own lhights went farther, and taught him, as
¢ {fomce have thought, the whole Arcana of that my-
¢ fterious {fcience. In the company of the learned,
¢ his difcourfes were fo academical, that he might
* be thought to have pafled his days in a college.
¢ Amonglt politer company, his behaviour wae o
* eafy and difengaged, you would have judged that
“ he lived all his Irfe 1 a courts With all this fund
¢ of knowledge, he was inquifitive, patient, and
¢ modelt; heard with great attention, and ipoke with
* much circumfpeétion.  In Religion, zealous with-
‘ out bigotry; in Poliucs, nflexible but without
“ afperity or rudenels; in private hfe, affable, bene-
“ ficent, and chearful,  In a word, he juftified what
“ Kivg Charles faid of him on a particular occafion,
“ He was us learned as any of the Cﬂf/:'gf, and as awell

*¥ [BROWNE (Simon), an

able

bred as any at Court. 'The nobility were fond of
his company ; his houfe was the refort of {tran-
aers ; and, as he acquired the prudence of age
without its gray hairs, fo when they came he kept
up all the chearfulnefls of youth.’ C.

O T "

« . * [Too high a charafter appears to have been
given, in this article, of Dr. Edward Browne’s Tra-
vels. An honourable friend, f{peaking of the firik
edition, in 4f0, obferves, that, ¢ bating what 15 {aid
¢ of the mines, it feems a very {uperficial, and tri-
 fling book. Dr. Browne, like moft travellers, had
¢ his optics {o framed as to fec all objelts as of equal
¢ magnitude.” Dr. Johnfon’s account of the fame
work 1s not much more favourable. He informs us
that he hath heard it commended, by a learned tra-
veller, who has vifited many places after Dr. Browne;
as written with fcrupulous and exalt veracity, fuch
as 1s fcarcely to be found 1n any other book of the
fame kind. ¢ But, adds Dr. Johnfon, whatever it
¢ may contribute to the inftruétion of a naturalift, I
¢ cannot reccommend 1t as likely to give much plea-
furc to common readers. For whether it be, that
the world is very uniform, and therefore he who 1s
refolved to adhere to truth, will have few novelties
to relate ; or that Dr. Browne was, by the train of
his fludies, led to enquire moft after thofe things,
by which the greateft part of mankind 1s little af-
(ected ;3 a pgreat part of the book feems to contiin
very unimportant accounts of his paflage from one
place where he faw little, to another where he faw
no more (12).°
It hath been fuggefted to us (13), that the follow-
lowing lines in verie, of Dr. Browne’s compofition,
in p. 38 of his travels to Hungary, furnifth a pre-
fumption that he could not be the author of the poe-
tical tranflation from Viegil, 1n note [C],

i -~ iy iy [ . [ -, [ . LT ™,

Now I believe the Troglodites of ald,

Whereof Herodotus and Strabo told ;

Since every where, about thofe parts, in holes
Cunicular men 1 find, and human moles.’] K.

. = o L Y

and learned Minmiflter and Writer

amongfl the Proteftant Diflenters, and who was remarkable for betng feized with
a mental diforder of a molt extraordimary kind, was born at Shepton-Maller, i Somer-
fctthire, about the year 1680 («). He was mftrudled n grammar-learning by the
Rev. Mr. Cumming, who was paltor of i congregavion in that town; from whence he
was removed to Bridgewater, for the benefit of academical education, and there finifhed
his ftudies under the care of the Rev. Mr. Moor (4).  As he poflefled uncommon
parts, which had been improved by the moft affiduous application, he was very carly
thought qualified for the minifiry ;  fo that he began to preach fome time before he was
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{y) Hift, of Eu-
1ope for 1708,
p- 411,

(12) Jolinfon's
Jate of Sir ‘T,

[} cwne, prefixe
¢d 1o the ' Chrie
¢ than Morai:’
POXXXViM, XXXIY,

(r7) By the va.
Juable torre-
{pondent fo
frequently
rejessed Lo,

F6) 1 nneral
DUHIMOR, W fupra,



