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famous public library . After tho Gr 1 .. , ~do hi f coll ction . 

were works of art, for the most part conu ctcd with th i p 

temples, the Romans, a .. their pow - ·r w, n cmuulat d th ·p il 

of many land , which wore I pt to be e ... hibit <l in th ir triuni-

phal processions. Cur tu rod st tu s, n.nd otl 1 f re 1 o· 1 

reasures, were thus b .. ought to 01 1 , an k pt tl 1 l 

mong the Roman hmpcrors th re wa rnor tlu 1 01 · mi t· to. 
f ero, who ordered 500 stn.tu . to 1 · f u · nt r m Del h ~ 
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n.nd Gr 'cittn scu l ptu1·e, / p ci ruou. >.f 1111 ::,1 r 1 < ot} · rt.ic , 
'el' 1 r . erv d, which had been brou l t . · ) )il. of 

l '1 . • nu , ~ pn.n , fricu, Syrin, o , ribiin .. 

In 1nod ~rn tinrns th urliest coll ction. entitl d to tho n 
of .. us u1ns were 1nade in Italy. '!'here tl e otldc i1 a ~ o 

had poured in as a flood, burying unnun1bered wo ... s of a t · 

indiscrin1inate destruction. During this period tl e noble t 

statues were burnt for lime, and the finest marbles were destI oyed 

and used to build hovels. Hardly a . single gem of art escaped, 

except those which were buried in the ruins, and so preserved to 

later generations. But when a new civilization dawned on 

Europe, these relics of the past were carefully sought for and 

collected. In the 15th century the lYiedici family laid the 

foundation of the famous Florentine lVIuseum. Other princes 

of Ita1y soon followed the example ; l\Iuseu111s became more an 

more common; until now scarce a city or town of note in Europe 

but bas one or more of such collections. 

In England the Oxford Museum 1s the oldest. It was 

founded in I ff79, and owes a great part of its treasures to Elias 
Ashmole, whose name it yet bears. The British :Museum dates 

fron1 about the midtlle of the last century. Its present extent 

n1ay be inferred from the fact that during the last few years its 

expenditure has been .upwards of £40,000 per annum . 
• 

The year 18Q~ saw the formation of the present Hull Literar .. 

and Philosophical Society. Several donations of books, she ls, 

and other articles, destined to form the nucleus of the present 

collection, were then presented to the Society. The ... useum 
dates fron1 the following year, 1823, when the Council engaged 
two rooms at the Exchange, abo,e the ... 1 ews-room, at a rent of 
£ l 5 per ann un1 ; and these were arranged and opened as a 
_ 1useum on the 15th July, 1823, wl~en an addre s was delivered 
bj the resident, Dr. Alderson and _dr. ~. H. D~'ke as 
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A GUIDE. 

Visitors to Museums often fail in deriving the instruction 
and pleasure which such collections are calculated to afford 
them, from a sense of confusion, which is the result of suddenly 
findina themselves in the midst of so vast a number of unknown 
and ;iscellaneous articles. Not knowing what the collection 
contains, perhaps without any definite purpose in looking 
through its treasures, ignorant of the distinct character and 
arrangement of its different parts, they overlook not a few of 
the things, \\ hich, if understood, would most interest them. 
For this reason, as this volume aims to be a Guide, it will 
proceed to direct the visitor to the different departrnents of 
interest in the 1\1 useum. These may be comprehended generally 
under the two following heads :-

I.-1\'.IrscELLA ·Eous ANTIQUITIES AND CURIOSITIES, illustrating 
the manners and customs of ancient and foreign peoples, 
constituting what may be called the ETHNOGRAPHICAL DEPART
MENT; and 

11.-0BJEcTs OF NATURAL HISTORY, namely, Minerals and 
Fossils, Plants and Animals, constituting the NAT URAL HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT. 

These various objects in their position in the Museum will 
perhaps be found somewhat i~termingled, being in some 
instances ~rranged more accordmg to their size than their 
nature; thi~, howev~r, has _been unavoidable, and it is hoped 
that no re~l mconvemence. will result from it. Visitors can of 
course. begin where _they will,. but as the collection is arranged 
accordmg to a certam order, 1t may be well to follow that 
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In the following pages the Miscellane?us Curiosities, constit~ti~~ 
the Ethnog:aphical Department, will be first described, and 
then the various departments of Natural History •ery h · 
the order of their arrangement in the Museum. ' The ::cex;~ 
P~n. of the Museum, or the Index at the end will alwa a·. 

visitor to any special subject. ' ys 11 ect 
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r f, r nor n~merou , but 14 0 00 of 1ed n1en are k o ;\. 

v peri hed ince this co n r r ·as entered . · t1 e hi te 
n ) 00 00 of "·hon1 l eY 1eckon to haYe checl of n1al 

h t Yr iskY. o./, and the remainder b3 tl e swor , t e c yon e , an -' 
f the 2,000,0 0 now remui1 ing aliYe, 1 40 ,00 are more o · 

le s the victims or dupe of the lrl ite man's c i ity degr· e 
by the u e of whi ky an its concon1itant vice · -hile t 1e 
remainder till cling to their will woo and p airie l rou0 

fear of the loYe or h~1tre of the white Ille n.' The e tr" e::, 
·ere very thinly spread oYer the continent: only t°'Y' 1 the 

south, where it narrow round the Gulf of :Mexico ·, s e 
population at all dense. Here prang up a civiliza ion of 
mean order, that of the Aztecs or l\Iexican..,. To t e nor 
these were the wild tribes who lived b the produce oft e c ~e ; 

bile still further north were the Esquimaux, who ti en1· i 
perhaps as numerou as ever, their countr hol ina out 
few temptations to the cupidity of the white 1a e~~ 0 

. The curiosities connected ,vith the e 1i e , e 
mto three classes :-first, those which illu tr· te t~ e 
of the present Esqui naux; seconcll , tho e , ·hi h 

some peculiarities of the ]S~orth Ameri a In 
o cal~e~? ~nd la tlv, those which illu tr te O 
a t c1 1hzat1?J1 of the extinct .Aztecs or l\Iexic~ n 
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pre entctl to this Musourn by Captain, aftcrwa i 
o "" s. The E squirnaux, who was owne.r of o e of the e ca e 

having come to Hull in a whale sbip, belo 6i g, e ere , 
to Mr. Collinson, used to ainuse the people of t 1i to n, l 
shewing the way in which he could jump ·n an out of 
canoe, and even dive under it, to escape the attack of an ea
n1onster which might attack it. This he did several time 
the Garrison Moat, till one day, in divin g under i er noe. 
got entangled in the weeds, and was drowned before a -i ""a 
could be rendered him. His canoe r emains here a meme 
of him and his people. 

Close to this canoe is p art of a boat, which once belonge 
to Capt., afterwards Sir Edward Parry's sh;p, the Fury, in h"c 
Capt. Ross was picked up at sea, when in a state of u tcr 
exhaustion, by Capt. Humphrey, of the I sabella, of Hu I, · 
1833. The snow-kn{fe and furnace, which Capt. Ros ha ·· I 
him in the boat when he was picketl up , are laid b. the 
of the piece of the boat which is preseryed here. Here i., 
a canister of the preserved meat, which, having been ef 
other stores by Capt. Parry on Fury Beach, in 1 :25, 
found there by Capt. Ross in 1831, and brought aw b 
This canister was with him in the boat when he was picke u . 

The articles illustrative of the life of th e r o ·th ... 11 erican 
Indians, properly so called, are for the m ost part u pen le 
on the wall between Pilasters II. and III. H ere ,, e ee . t 
the snow-shoes used by the :Esquimaux, and without whic t e 
would be lost in the deep snow-drifts, are also in co11mon 
use among the tribes of Indians, who liYe much fur her o th 
southward. Among the most interesting articlec-. c .. } 

moccasins or native leggings, the Indian fl ute, the necli ine 
bags, and the calrnmet ?r pipe of peace, ,,:ith. ~he u se~ o 
all readers of Coopers novels must be 1a4 .. 11lu r. 'I 
of peace, which are smoked only on. solem n o ..., 
made of one peculiar stone, of a retlch h col u r, brongl 
a quarry on the frontiers of tl~_c_ " Tis o s_in terri o ·y, · 
which the Indians have n. tracht1011 that it h 
of an ar11y of reJ men, ,vhorn th 
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r a piri t t \ . mn 
i 1to s tone. rThis stone th "\.Y ~coop ont v ., r~ f th. 
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b owl into a sh,tft of , ood, u ua.lly t.11(, onu , lu 
1 ighly ornamented with hair, boa b l "C. l 
11wclels o.f their birchen canoes, .mttd by th. m ~v at 1 . 
Lnclian harp, with several other articl s. ~t 1. pam ult tlu .. 
of the fate of this people, . tep by st p dr1v n , r st·, 'arcl before 
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opene 1 i 'To, ico. 'I h cy arc si I ·r t vi t e"se: of t -~ lJy-g~ c 
civilization of a gl'cat pcopL, of ,who ot ung no·· er _a~n; 
e ·cept a few ruin eel monuments. 'Io sos fully w at tl e e ~ zt ,c., 
;vere, we must read the acco nts hande dow of hem by the 
Spa11i5h Conquistadores Two n:o<lern v~rk , St~11hen's ! ·avels 
in Yucatan, and Catlin's Indicm s, give many 1nterestrng particulars 
respecting this people. 

AFRICA 
We now turn to those articles in the l\Iuseum which are 

specimens of the work of some of the savage tribes of A F RICA. 

Here we are introduced to that great Negro race which over
spreads nearly the whole of this continent: divided indeed into 
distinct tribes, with various degrees of culture, but nowhere 
advanced beyond that savage state w1Jich is indicated by fetish
worship and the total absence of all literature. lVIost of the 
articles contained in the Museun1 are fro1n the tribes which 
occupy the southern extremity of the continent. Here are 
Ca:(Jre we~pons and bracelets, (against Pilaster III,) a Caffre 
quiver, ( ditto,) a bag o~namente_d iv~th beads ancl shells, u ed by 
Caffre women tor carrying .their children, (Pil. II,) their baskets, 
o~namented with .shells, (P1L III,) and spoons, formed from the 
,~ood of the acacia tree, (table between Pil IV. and V) ] · h 

th . l f h ' W UC are . e wort o t e same people. Besides these are several 
spec1men.s of the work of the Bushmen or Bechuanas a 1 less warlike than the Caffres but who surpa tl '. peop e 
f l ·J> M . ' 1en1 111 the art 

o 11e. any particulars respecting the e B h 
h l 1 l 

u n1en or 
ec uanas 1a __ ve ate y been made known t 1 l f M for '- O US t irouo·h th 
aves o o 1at and Livingstone. They di-ft ~ 00 :--, . 8 

olour from the Caffres, the l in of th c, efl~. a 500~ deal 11 

l d 1. · · a l · 0 a ms b ma ry cc an s unmb, ,v ule tho n dn anas , f O • 

re is a belt worn by a Bechuana ch. me ~ a LroFn r tint. 
"!taining poison, carri cl by the Bushm:t, i t II,) .a tub" .for 

· ,) a stone hammer 1ised Jor the e . , ~. < ll( u ~d ~n huntmg, 
. ' (ditto,) and oth r smaller articl i cu w~{ of cnm111al ~)y the 
c e of II ottmitot man ufactur 11 tt · 0 . e b the e is one 

ole specimen whi·h tl1 M ' ~ 0 entot JJIJ)f, (case lil VI) 
i tL · um t · f l · ' s )e Jle. 1,ar le. .. warlil· on mn o t le '"Orl·s of 

th< n the Caffrc. the 
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0 n considerably in the scale 
overetl by the European colonist, 

h l 
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10 e ,.cessive ; but t ey 1ave improved 
1Jutch an<l English, and ha~e she n 

... tu try nnd ingenuity in the works carried on in. 
, c Ion 1 . Their colour is lighter than that of any other 

· an~ , llciug yellow rather than black or brown .. 
f the triLes on the Western Coast of Africa, (Sierra 

J on , Ashantee &c.,) this lVIuseum as yet contains nothing. 
BRITISH ANTIQUITIES 

Fron1 specimens like the above, which illustrate the bar-
ari n1 and sen1i-civilized life of son1e of the tribes of Asia, 

Africa, Polynesia, and America, we may now pass on to what 
is of deeper interest to us, viz. the BRITISH and MEDILEVAL 

... J.'tTTQcITIEs, illustrative of the barbarism of our own European 
ancestors. 

These antiquitie ., belong to three distinct periocls. The first 
and earlie t, illu tr(; f ng the state of Britain under Druidism, 
,extends fron1 immemo 'ial time down to the era when this 
i land w·a conq red b he Romans. During this period, 
Britain wa inh i e y number of tribes, chiefly Celtic. 
The f ollo, ·ing i l e O ~count which Cresar has left us of the 
condition in , · 1 ich he found them. " The inland part of 
Britain," he sa , "'i inhabited by those who, according to 
existing tradition, e1e the aborigines of the island, Celts; 
the sea-coa t y tho, e who, for the sake of plunder, or to make 

1ar, had cros e, over fro-m among the Belgm, a Germ mic 
eople occu1 ing tl e north-east corner of Gaul, uud h ving 

settled there had b gun to till the land. rrhe population i 1 

ery great, and the buildings very nun1erous, re .11blincr tl o 
of the Gauls. The Druids are tho ·ministers of ~ acr d thiu( · . 
Of all the natives, those who inhabit Cnntinn ( ow 1 · nt nr 

e n1ost chilized. They do not cliffe1 nucl i th ,ir c 1 i. 

the Gauls. All the Britons, how v , ~ t11 t.h m ~v 
a dye, , hich mal·es then of a bl · I ur, and P'l : 

,. t] 'ff 
a fearful appearance in battl . ' 'h y 1L o \ ,ir i' , 1 , 

ong, and shave eve ~y part of tl i b ly, -· . J t t.h H 
1 

ppe lip. Brothe ·s co mo Iy k , th i , 1 ' ,: 1 1 

1 
mo . hey believe that .af e · d al ·h 11 pu. · \ ' utJ . 
b . ' - t '( l q 

o e . The , hole natio 1 i a 1 l c 
bser , ces." Such, as 

A ~e, of he antiquitie 
e 1od. 'Ihe second, the 
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