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Abstract: This article surveys recent research and writings about the
long eighteenth century on genres that include poetry, drama, fiction,
autobiography, slave narrative, travel narrative and the novel on both
traditional topics, such as religion and history, and on emerging fields of
research, such as literature and medicine, and an interest in expanding
boundaries to include Transatlantic, Caribbean and West Indies studies.
Throughout, a combination of active curiosity, intense archival research and
an interdisciplinary approach has given rise to exciting scholarship and
engaging scholarly interaction.
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Early American writings have always been richly varied as they encompass a
broad sweep of experiences and events, from the initial contact with the
North American continent to the founding of a new nation. Expressed in
exploration narrative, history, sermon, spiritual autobiography, captivity
narrative, slave narrative, travel narrative, poetry, fiction and drama, early
American writings invite multifaceted, interdisciplinary study, as scholars
examine literary elements and situate writings within larger social and
intellectual contexts. Scholarship is both comprehensive and innovative,
with new ways of looking at traditional topics such as religion alongside
emerging fields of research such as literature and medicine. Throughout,
a combination of active curiosity, intense archival research and an
interdisciplinary approach has given rise to exciting scholarship and
engaging scholarly conferences that reflect increased interest in expanding
boundaries that includes transatlantic, Caribbean and West Indies studies.
Teaching early American literature has, in turn, become quite energised by
these new approaches to researching and writing about these early texts.
Reflecting these developments, several literary anthologies over the past
decade have expanded the canon with readings across genre and regions that
reflect this growing interest in early American studies and illustrate this
diversity.1 The very act of exchanging information that was so lively and
essential in the period itself has thus carried over into the study of the period,
as scholars are eager to learn about new research and interested to find out
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what people are working on. From these collective efforts early American
studies continue to be appreciated in their own right rather than simply as a
precursor to another era. Some examples follow of recent scholarship and
trends in the American long eighteenth century, c.1680-1820, organised by
genre and subject.

Studies in early American poetry continue to include major poets from
the colonial period, such as Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor, and from
the Revolutionary era and early national period, such as Joel Barlow,
Timothy Dwight and Phillis Wheatley. Scholarly editions, concordances
and anthologies offer important contributions to our understanding of this
extensive and diverse body of work.2 Elegy, commemoration and celebration
are also the study of recent collections and publications. Since the
publication in 1997 of the commonplace book compiled by Milcah Martha
Moore (1740-1829), which includes the poetry of Susanna Wright and
Hannah Griffitts, recent studies have expanded on these poets and their
importance to the local Philadelphia literary community. David S. Shields’s
comprehensive collection of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century poetry, in
turn, includes many poets who have not been widely anthologised: for
example, Jane Colman Turell, Annis Boudinot Stockton, Elizabeth Graeme
Fergusson, Sarah Wentworth Apthorp Morton and Margaretta Bleecker
Faugères.3

Recent works on early American drama examine the cultural and political
aspects of the theatre as it addresses Revolutionary-era subjects and with
consideration for both audience and production. Heather S. Nathans and
Jeffrey H. Richards, for example, provide comprehensive studies of the
dynamic interaction between theatre and society. Nathans’s recent work on
African-American theatre offers new areas of study and research that expand
our understanding of eighteenth-century drama and early American culture
in interesting ways.4

From Cathy N. Davidson’s landmark study Revolution and the Word: The Rise
of the Novel in America (1986), which situated the novel within early
American print culture and the history of the book, recent scholarship on the
novel considers elements of sympathy, sentiment and the gothic.5 The
expansive quality of Charles Brockden Brown’s subject matter and style is
apparent in the numerous books and collections of essays that address the
social, political and literary components, along with Brown’s newspaper and
editorial work.6 Susanna Haswell Rowson’s novel Charlotte Temple (1791)
continues to generate great interest. Marion Rust’s Prodigal Daughters:
Susanna Rowson’s Early American Women (2008) and her recent Norton
critical edition of Charlotte Temple show new ways to consider this now classic
tale.7 Studies on the early American novel are thus thriving, especially on the
works of Brown, Rowson, Hannah Foster’s The Coquette (1797) and Leonora
Sansay, whose Secret History; or, The Horrors of St Domingo and Laura (1808)
was recently edited by Michael Drexler. The sentimental novel, with its
address of gender relations, female education, moral and virtue, remains the
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focus of numerous articles and books, along with several authoritative
editions. Studies of Washington Irving’s fiction and James Fenimore Cooper’s
novels, in turn, provide fascinating perspectives on the transitions from the
founding of the new nation to the antebellum period.8

In addition to scholarship that focuses on literary genre, there are
numerous recent studies on topics that address identity, race, class, gender
and transatlantic connections.9 Early African American studies, for example,
include works on both individual writers and social context. For instance,
Vincent Carretta’s biography of Olaudah Equiano (2005) provides extensive
background for Equiano’s Interesting Narrative (1789), as well as context on
the transatlantic slave trade throughout the long eighteenth century.10

Gordon M. Sayre’s work on early American and French explorers and traders
and their interaction with Native peoples has expanded Native Studies
westward from the eastern seaboard. Native Studies in general includes many
new approaches, as the recently edited collection by Kristina Bross and Hilary
E. Wyss so aptly illustrates.11 Studies about empire are also of great interest,
with examinations of British colonial encounters, European struggles for
domination and a focus on borderlands, as addressed in recent works. Early
Caribbean studies have been expanding since the publication of Thomas W.
Krise’s anthology Caribbeana, as have West Indies studies, as in, for example,
Sean X. Goudie’s Creole America: The West Indies and the Formation of Literature
and Culture in the New Republic (2006).12

Gender studies are very active, with works focusing on literary, historical
and political aspects. Issues of gender and race are addressed in Sharon M.
Harris’s Executing Race: Early American Women’s Narratives of Race, Society,
and the Law (2005). Women’s education is the topic of several new works,
including Mary Kelley’s study of women, education and public life in early
America, Learning to Stand and Speak (2006). Male friendship and social
networks of both genders, including the social clubs and literary salons of
Philadelphia, New York and Boston, have inspired several studies: for
example, Bryan Waterman’s analysis of the Friendly Club of New York,
Republic of Intellect (2007), and Ivy Schweitzer’s Perfecting Friendship: Politics
and Affiliation in Early American Literature (2006). In addition, recent works
have addressed the body and sexuality and the men and women who
challenged social norms in both literary and social spheres.13

Early American studies have also been invigorated by meticulous archival
research in several areas, such as the continued investigation of the history of
the book – as we learn how books were made, distributed and read, along with
how taste influenced the literary marketplace and studies on printers,
booksellers and readership.14 Geographical realms offer new studies on
cartography and discovery.15 Travel literature has also engaged rigorous
scholarly attention.16 Recent studies on the sociability of public houses,
tavern-keeping and foodways – including culinary practices and the way in
which foods were historically produced, transported and consumed – have all
generated fascinating new work.17
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Interest in nature and the environment have, in turn, produced recent
works about William and John Bartram, medicinals, gardens, science and
geography.18 Studies on the middling and planter classes have intersected
with studies on material culture in several works.19 Expanding research on
information networks and an avid interest in letter-writing have generated
numerous studies on oratory and epistolarity. In both monographs and
collections, letters and correspondence are being addressed in terms of style
and content, as well as their actual exchange and the economics of letter-
writing. Mercy Otis Warren’s correspondence, for example, is the focus of a
recently edited edition by Sharon M. Harris and Jeffrey H. Richards that
provides valuable perspectives on early American culture and politics.20

Religious studies have been invigorated of late, with a renewed interest in
scriptural exegesis and historical context, so that we are learning even more
specifically about the central role of religiosity in the lives of eighteenth-
century Americans. Studies of the Quakers, pietism, Cotton Mather and the
Salem witchcraft trials continue to engage students and scholars alike. The
rise of the evangelical movement in America, as ushered in by the Revd
George Whitefield and others, and later known as the Great Awakening, is
another fascinating focus of several recent works.21

Early American studies in the long eighteenth century have also been
examining and reconsidering the influence of Enlightenment ideals, such as
representative government and contract law, along with an appreciation for
experiential knowledge and sensory observation and an interest in sentiment
and emotion.22 In this regard, the Revolutionary era and the founders have
remained of great interest, with a focus on major figures such as John Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas
Paine. With the 300th anniversary of Franklin’s birth commemorated in
2006, Franklin studies continues to grow and develop and have attracted
literary scholars, historians and the general public to produce a rich collection
of sources and materials. Examples include J. A. Leo Lemay’s authoritative
study on Franklin and Carla Mulford’s forthcoming study on Franklin and
empire. Recent work on Jefferson includes his roles as statesman, bibliophile,
naturalist, slaveholder and plantation owner. The latter category is most
recently addressed in Annette Gordon-Reed’s The Hemingses of Monticello: An
American Family (2008). There are also numerous biographies on John Adams
and a continued interest in the letters of John and Abigail Adams, among the
many other new works on the founders and the Revolution.23

Early American literary scholarship has long appreciated the archive, and
scholars continue to discover new materials and to read familiar texts in new
ways. With the increased digitisation of the archive, which enhances
preservation efforts, there is potential for greater access. In this regard, the
digitised database of Early American Imprints, for example, provides a more
convenient option for viewing texts previously available only on microfilm or
in manuscript in select research facilities. Although the database allows for
these materials to be distributed more conveniently, the issue of access has
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been widely discussed with regard to cost, which often presents a barrier to
the very access that the databases offer. As a result, access beyond the large
research institutions is currently being addressed.

The field of early American studies continues to invite new approaches to
literary texts that reflect the various interests in literature, history, art,
science, medicine, religion, biography and material culture, and which span
geographical and disciplinary boundaries. Scholarship is subsequently
thriving as we move forward and continue our investigations and
examinations of the American long eighteenth century.

NOTES
1. Susan Castillo and Ivy Schweitzer (eds), The Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology

(Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2001); Carla Mulford and Davis S. Shields (eds), Finding Colonial
Americas: Essays Honoring J. A. Leo Lemay (Newark, DE: University of Delaware Press, 2001);
Carla Mulford, Angela Vietto and Amy Wynans (eds), Early American Writings (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2002); Edward Watts and David Rachels (eds), The First West: Writing
from the American Frontier, 1776-1860 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).

2. Raymond A. Craig, A Concordance to the Complete Works of Anne Bradstreet (Lewiston, NY:
Edwin Mellen Press, 2000); Colin Wells, The Devil and Doctor Dwight: Satire and Theology in the
Early American Republic (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2002); Daniel
Patterson (ed.), Edward Taylor’s ‘Gods Determinations’ and ‘Preparatory Meditations’: A Critical
Edition (Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2003); Rosemary Fithian Guruswamy, The Poems
of Edward Taylor: A Reference Guide (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2003); Steven Blakemore,
Joel Barlow’s Columbiad: A Bicentennial Reading (Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press,
2007); John C. Shields, Phillis Wheatley’s Poetics of Liberation: Backgrounds and Contexts
(Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press, 2008); John C. Shields, Phillis Wheatley and the
Romantics (Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press, 2010); Richard Buel, Joel Barlow:
American Citizen in a Revolutionary World (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011).

3. Carla Mulford (ed.), Only for the Eye of a Friend: The Poems of Annis Boudinot Stockton
(Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, 1995); Catherine La Courreye Blecki and Karin
A. Wulf (eds), Milcah Martha Moore’s Book: A Commonplace Book from Revolutionary America
(University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1997); Susan M. Stabile, Memory’s
Daughters: The Material Culture of Remembrance in Eighteenth-Century America (Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 2004); Max Cavitch, American Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the
Puritans to Whitman (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2006); David S. Shields,
American Poetry: The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (New York: Library of America, 2007).

4. Jeffrey H. Richards, Theatre Enough: American Culture and the Metaphor of the World Stage,
1607-1789 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1991); Steve E. Wilmer, Theatre, Society and the
Nation: Staging American Identities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002); Heather S.
Nathans, Early American Theatre from the Revolution to Thomas Jefferson: Into the Hands of the
People (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003); Jeffrey H. Richards, Drama, Theatre, and
Identity in the American New Republic (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005); Jason
Shaffer, Performing Patriotism: National Identity in the Colonial and Revolutionary American Theater
(Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007); Heather S. Nathans, Slavery and
Sentiment on the American Stage, 1787-1861: Lifting the Veil of Black (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009).

5. Cathy N. Davidson, Revolution and the Word: The Rise of the Novel in America (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1986); Joseph Fichtelberg, Critical Fictions: Sentiment and the American
Market, 1780-1870 (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2003); Karen Ann Weyler, Intricate
Relations: Sexual and Economic Desire in American Fiction, 1789-1814 (Iowa City, IA: University of
Iowa Press, 2004); Peter Kafer, Charles Brockden Brown’s Revolution and the Birth of American
Gothic (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004); Leonard Tennenhouse, The
Importance of Feeling English: American Literature and the British Diaspora, 1750-1850 (Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2007); Leonora Sansay, Secret History; or, The Horrors of St
Domingo and Laura, ed. Michael J. Drexler (New York: Broadview Press, 2007); Stephen Shapiro,

The Americas: Recent Scholarship and Trends 531

© 2011 British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies



The Culture and Commerce of the Early American Novel: Reading the Atlantic World-System
(University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2008); Philip Gould, Covenant and
Republic: Historical Romance and the Politics of Puritanism (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2009).

6. Philip Barnard, Mark Kamrath and Stephen Shapiro (eds), Revising Charles Brockden
Brown: Culture, Politics, and Sexuality in the Early Republic (Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee
Press, 2004); Michael Cody, Charles Brockden Brown and the Literary Magazine: Cultural Journalism
in the Early American Republic (Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2004); Scott Slawinski, Validating
Bachelorhood: Audience, Patriarchy, and Charles Brockden Brown’s Editorship of the ‘Monthly
Magazine’ and ‘American Review’ (New York: Routledge, 2005); Robert S. Levine, Conspiracy and
Romance: Studies in Brockden Brown, Cooper, Hawthorne, and Melville (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009).

7. Marion Rust, Prodigal Daughters: Susanna Rowson’s Early American Women (Chapel Hill,
NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2008); Susanna Rowson, Charlotte Temple: Authoritative
Text, Contexts, Criticism, ed. Marion Rust (New York: W. W. Norton, 2011).

8. Andrew Burstein, The Original Knickerbocker: The Life of Washington Irving (New York:
Basic Books, 2007); Wayne Franklin, James Fenimore Cooper: The Early Years (New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press, 2007); Sandra M. Gustafson, Imagining Deliberative Democracy in the Early
American Republic (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2011).

9. Vincent Carretta and Philip Gould (eds), Genius in Bondage: Literature of the Black Atlantic
(Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2001); Joanna Brooks and John Saillant, ‘Face Zion
Forward’: First Writers of the Black Atlantic, 1785-1798 (Boston, MA: Northeastern University
Press, 2002); Susan Dwyer Amussen, Caribbean Exchanges: Slavery and the Transformation of
English Society, 1640-1700 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2007); Michael
J. Jarvis, In the Eye of All Trade: Bermuda, Bermudians, and the Maritime Atlantic World, 1680-1783
(Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2010).

10. Vincent Carretta, Equiano, the African: Biography of a Self-Made Man (Athens, GA:
University of Georgia Press, 2005). See also: Kenneth Morgan, The British Transatlantic Slave
Trade (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2003); Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative and Other
Writings, ed. Vincent Carretta (New York: Penguin, 2003); James A. Rawley and Stephen D.
Behrendt, The Transatlantic Slave Trade: A History (Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press,
2005); Audrey A. Fisch (eds), The Cambridge Companion to the African American Slave Narrative
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007); Hester Blum, The View from the Masthead:
Maritime Imagination and Antebellum America Sea Narratives (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina Press, 2008); and Jonathan Elmer, On Lingering and Being Last: Race and Sovereignty in
the New World (New York: Fordham University Press, 2008).

11. Kristina Bross and Hilary E. Wyss (eds), Early Native Literacies in New England: A
Documentary and Critical Anthology (Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 2008).
See also Gordon M. Sayre, Les Sauvages américains: Representations of Native Americans in French
and English Colonial Literature (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1997); Karen
Ordahl Kupperman, Indians and English: Facing Off in Early America (Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 2000); Hilary E. Wyss, Writing Indians: Literacy, Christianity, and Native
Community in Early America (Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 2000); Joshua
David Bellin, The Demon of the Continent: Indians and the Shaping of American Literature
(Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001); Kristina Bross, Dry Bones and Indian
Sermons: Praying Indians in Colonial America (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004);
William A. Pencak and Daniel K. Richter, Friends and Enemies in Penn’s Woods: Indians, Colonists,
and the Racial Construction of Pennsylvania (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University
Press, 2004); Nancy Shoemaker, A Strange Likeness: Becoming Red and White in Eighteenth-
Century North America (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004); Laura M. Stevens, The Poor
Indians: British Missionaries, Native Americans, and Colonial Sensibility (Philadelphia, PA:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004); Gordon M. Sayre, The Indian Chief as Tragic Hero: Native
Resistance and the Literatures of America, from Moctezuma to Tecumseh (Chapel Hill, NC: University
of North Carolina Press, 2005); Ned Blackhawk, Violence over the Land: Indians and Empires in the
Early American West (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006); Colin Calloway, The
Scratch of a Pen: 1763 and the Transformation of North America (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2006).

12. Thomas W. Krise, Caribbeana: An Anthology of English Literature of the West Indies, 1657-
1777 (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1999); Ralph Bauer, The Cultural Geography of

532 SUSAN C. IMBARRATO

© 2011 British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies



Colonial American Literatures: Empire, Travel, Modernity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2003); Richard Frohock, Heroes of Empire: The British Imperial Protagonist in America, 1594-1764
(Newark, DE: University of Delaware Press, 2004); Sean X. Goudie, Creole America: The West
Indies and the Formation of Literature and Culture in the New Republic (Philadelphia, PA: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2006).

13. Janet M. Lindman and Michele L. Tarter (eds), A Centre of Wonders: The Body in Early
America (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2001); Susan Branson, These Fiery Frenchified
Dames: Women and Political Culture in Early National Philadelphia (Philadelphia, PA: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2001); Caleb Crain, American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature
in the New Nation (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2001); Richard Godbeer, Sexual
Revolution in Early America (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002); Pauline E.
Schloesser, The Fair Sex: White Women and Racial Patriarchy in the Early American Republic (New
York: New York University Press, 2002); Elizabeth Maddock Dillon, The Gender of Freedom:
Fictions of Liberalism and the Literary Public Sphere (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press,
2004); Holly Brewer, By Birth or Consent: Children, Law, and the Anglo-American Revolution in
Authority (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2007); Kate Davies, Catharine
Macaulay and Mercy Otis Warren: The Revolutionary Atlantic and the Politics of Gender (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2005); Sharon M. Harris, Executing Race: Early American Women’s
Narratives of Race, Society, and the Law (Columbus, OH: Ohio State University Press, 2005);
Mary C. Carruth (ed.), Feminist Interventions in Early American Studies (Tuscaloosa, AL:
University of Alabama Press, 2006); Mary Kelley, Learning to Stand and Speak: Women,
Education, and Public Life in America’s Republic (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina
Press, 2006); Ivy Schweitzer, Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American
Literature (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2006); Bryan Waterman,
Republic of Intellect: The Friendly Club of New York City and the Making of American Literature
(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007); Susan Branson, Dangerous to Know:
Women, Crime, and Notoriety in the Early Republic (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2008).

14. Mark L. Kamrath, and Sharon M. Harris (eds), Periodical Literature in Eighteenth-Century
America (Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Press, 2005); A History of the Book in America,
vol. 1, The Colonial Book in the Atlantic World, ed. Hugh Amory and David D. Hall (Chapel Hill, NC:
University of North Carolina Press, 2007); Trish Loughran, The Republic in Print: Print Culture in
the Age of U. S. Nation Building, 1770-1870 (New York: Columbia University Press, 2007); Jeffrey
L. Pasley, ‘The Tyranny of Printers’: Newspaper Politics in the Early American Republic
(Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, 2001); Daniel E. Williams, Liberty’s Captives:
Narratives of Confinement in the Print Culture of the Early Republic (Athens, GA: University of
Georgia Press, 2006); Leon Jackson, The Business of Letters: Authorial Economies in Antebellum
America (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2008); A History of the Book in America, vol. 2,
An Extensive Republic: Print, Culture, and Society in the New Nation, 1790-1840, ed. Mary Kelley
and Robert A. Gross (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2010).

15. Edward Watts, An American Colony: Regionalism and the Roots of Midwestern Culture
(Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2002); Edward Watts, In This Remote Country: French
Colonial Culture in the Anglo-American Imagination, 1780-1860 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of
North Carolina Press, 2006); Martin Brückner and Hsuan L. Hsu (eds), American Literary
Geographies: Spatial Practice and Cultural Production, 1500-1900 (Newark, DE: University of
Delaware Press, 2007).

16. Sharon V. Salinger, Taverns and Drinking in Early America (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2002); John D. Cox, Traveling South: Travel Narratives and the Construction of
American Identity (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2005); Susan Clair Imbarrato,
Traveling Women: Narrative Visions of Early America (Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2006);
Brian Yothers, The Romance of the Holy Land in American Travel Writing, 1790-1876 (Aldershot:
Ashgate, 2007); Elaine G. Breslaw, Dr. Alexander Hamilton and Provincial America: Expanding the
Orbit of Scottish Culture (Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 2008).

17. Etta M. Madden and Martha L. Finch, Eating in Eden: Food and American Utopias (Lincoln,
NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2006); Trudy Eden, The Early American Table: Food and Society
in the New World (DeKalb, IL: Northern Illinois University Press, 2008).

18. Timothy Sweet, American Georgics: Economy and Environment in American Literature, 1580-
1864 (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001); Susan Scott Parrish, American
Curiosity: Cultures of Natural History in the Colonial British Atlantic World (Chapel Hill, NC:

The Americas: Recent Scholarship and Trends 533

© 2011 British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies



University of North Carolina Press, 2006); William Bartram, the Search for Nature’s Design:
Selected Art, Letters, and Unpublished Writings, ed. Thomas Hallock, Nancy E. Hoffmann and Joel
T. Fry (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2010).

19. Ann Smart Martin, Buying into the World of Goods: Early Consumers in Backcountry Virginia
(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008); Sarah Hand Meacham, Every Home a
Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Baltimore, MD: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2009).

20. Sandra M. Gustafson, Eloquence is Power: Oratory and Performance in Early America (Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2000); Elizabeth Hewitt, Correspondence and
American Literature, 1770-1865 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004); Eve Tavor
Bannet, Empire of Letters: Letter Manuals and Transatlantic Correspondence, 1688-1820 (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2005); Eve Tavor Bannet, British and American Letter Manuals,
1680-1810, 4 vols (London: Pickering & Chatto 2008); Sarah M. S. Pearsall, Atlantic Families:
Lives and Letters in the Later Eighteenth Century (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008);
Konstantin Dierks, In My Power: Letter Writing and Communications in Early America
(Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009); Theresa Strouth Gaul and Sharon
M. Harris (eds), Letters and Cultural Transformations in the United States, 1760-1860 (Farnham:
Ashgate, 2009); Mercy Otis Warren: Selected Letters, ed. Sharon M. Harris and Jeffrey H. Richards
(Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2009).

21. Rebecca Larson, Daughters of Light: Quaker Women Preaching and Prophesying in the
Colonies and Abroad, 1700-1775 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2000);
Mary Beth Norton, In the Devil’s Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692 (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 2002); Lisa M. Gordis, Opening Scripture: Bible Reading and Interpretive Authority in Puritan
New England (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2003); George M. Marsden, Jonathan
Edwards: A Life (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2004); Cedrick May, Evangelism and
Resistance in the Black Atlantic, 1760-1835 (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2008);
Jordan Alexander Stein and Justine S. Murison (eds), ‘Methods for the Study of Religion in Early
American Literature’, special issue of Early American Literature 45 (2010); Andrea Knutson,
American Spaces of Conversion: The Conductive Imaginaries of Edwards, Emerson, and James (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2011).

22. Clifford Siskin and William Warner (eds), This Is Enlightenment (Chicago, IL: University of
Chicago Press, 2010).

23. Stephen Carl Arch, After Franklin: The Emergence of Autobiography in Post-Revolutionary
America, 1780-1830 (Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 2001); David G.
McCullough, John Adams (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001); John E. Ferling, A Leap in the
Dark: The Struggle to Create the American Republic (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003);
Eliga H. Gould and Peter S. Onuf (eds), Empire and Nation: The American Revolution in the Atlantic
World (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005); Harvey J. Kaye, Thomas Paine and
the Promise of America (New York: Hill and Wang, 2005); Edward Larkin, Thomas Paine and the
Literature of Revolution (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005); J. A. Leo Lemay, The Life
of Benjamin Franklin, vol. 1, Journalist, 1706-1730 (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2005), and vol. 2, Printer and Publisher, 1730-1747 (Philadelphia, PA: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2005); Margaret A. Hogan and C. J. Taylor (eds), My Dearest Friend: Letters
of Abigail and John Adams (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2007);
Annette Gordon-Reed, The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family (New York: W. W.
Norton, 2008); Kevin J. Hayes, The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008); J. A. Leo Lemay, The Life of Benjamin Franklin, vol. 3,
Soldier, Scientist, and Politician, 1748-1757 (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2009); G. J. Barker-Benfield, Abigail and John Adams: The Americanization of Sensibility (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Press, 2010).

susan c. imbarrato is Professor of English at Minnesota State University Moorhead, where she
teaches American literature to 1900. Her research areas include autobiography, letter-writing
and travel narratives. She is the author of Traveling Women: Narrative Visions of Early America
(Ohio University Press, 2006) and has contributed essays to several edited collections on early
American literature.

534 SUSAN C. IMBARRATO

© 2011 British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies



Copyright of Journal for Eighteenth-Century Studies is the property of Wiley-Blackwell and its content may not

be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written

permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.


