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formed fuperftition pervaded Scotland; when puritans, or coven-
ters threw afide the graces; or when civil commotions harrowed
up the faireft flowers of {cience; and among the reft, thofe of the
doric mufe, that lay fcattered among the vallies and mountains,
of the north. In the order of time the ¢ amorous fongs, {fonnets,
and elegies of

Avrexanper Crare, Scoto-Britain, ¢ printed in London by
¢« William Whyte 1606,” ought to have been noticed. This book
has never fallenin my way,therefore can fay nothing with refpect
to its contents.

Patricx Gorpon, in 1615, wrote ¢ The famous hiftory of
¢¢ the Valiant Bruce.” This piece, doubtlefs poflefles great
merit, and fhews the author to have been well acquainted with
his fubjet. An editlon of this poem was reprinted at Edinburgh
1°718%,

7Sm Wirriam Moore of Rowland, in 1629, wrote, ¢ The
¢« true crufifix of the true Catholicks.” Its title is fufficient—
his worthip might have employed his time to better purpofe. In
Cant’s Topegrapbical hiftory of Perth, appear two poems of
confiderable merit, + the produéltion of,

Hexery Apamson ¢ {tudent in divine and human learning.””
This ingénious young man was honoured with the approbation of
Drummond,tand appearsfrom the complementary verfes prefixed

* The firft edition wasprinted at Dortin  was provoft in 1610 and 16xz.  Qur poet
4to 1615, dicd unmarried In the year after the poems

T Entitled ¢ The mufes Threnodie, or  were publithed. He was known to and
mirthfuol mournings on the death of Mr.  efteemed by Drummond of Hawthornden.
Gall by Mr. H. Adamfon, printedat Edin-  the poet laureat of thatage. Mr, Adam-
burgh in king Jawes's college by George  fon was importuned by his friends to pube-
Anderften, 16387 lifh the two poems, he refifted their folicita-

} Henry Adanifon, the authorof the poems  tions; but the requeft of his friend Mr.
wasg educated for the pulpit, and appears  Drummond at laft prevailed, of which we
to have been a gentleman of confilerable 3= are informed by the following addrefs to the

Lilities, a good claflical {cholar, he wrote reader, preﬁxcd to the firft cdition.
fore Latin poems abuve medicciity, His

relations were of confiderable rank among t¢ Courteous reader,

the citizens of Perth, he was the fon of ¢ 1t 1s not amiffe thou be a little in-
James Adamfon, who was deun of guildin  *¢ formed concerning the perfons of the
1600, when Gowrie was murdered, and ¢ defuné@ (Mr. Gall) and the mourncr
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to his poems tohave .been much reipetted for his talents and worth..
The piecesin queftion exhibit a deal of local difcription,aliegory

and hiftorical allufions by no means uninterelting; which, by the

ample, notes and illuftrations of Mr Cant exhibit a very pleafing
performance, well wortl. the attention of every lover of T'opogra-
phy. The book is very fcarce, and rarely to be met with, Irwas
printed (1 am told, a very limited number thrown off) at Perth

by George Johnfton for the editor (Mr. James Cant) and Robert
Morifon, Bookleller 1774*.

o (Mr. Ruthven.) The poet wrote this ¢¢ been in {uch a citizen, not fo other
« for hisown excercife, aud rhe recreation  ¢¢ townes of this kinpdome, LYy want
of his friends,and this picce,tho’ accom- ¢ of {o diligent a fearcher and prefcrver of
., plithed tothe great contentment of ma-  ¢¢ their fame from oblivion.  Some Mafes,
ny that read and heard it, yet could not ¢ neither to themfelves nor to others, do
the author be induced to let it thole  ¢¢ good, nor delighting nor inftracing.
the prefs, till the importunity of many ¢ Yours inform both, and louger to con-
Jearned men urged bim to 1t: and the ¢ ceal them, will be, to wrong your Perts
laft brath (effort) was made by a letter ¢t of her due honours, who deferveth no
. of the prime poet of our kingdom, ¢ lefs of you than that fhe fhould be thus
whereof this is the jult copy. ¢“ blazoned and regiltrate to pofterity, and
¢ to defraud yourfelf of a monument,which,
¢« after you have left this tranfitory woild,
¢¢ fhall keep your name and memory to
‘* Sk, ¢¢ after times. This fhall be preferved

¢- 'Thefe papers of your mournings on  «¢ by the towne of Perid, for her own fake

« Adr. Gall, appear unto me as Alcibiadis ¢ fiet, and after for yours; for to her it
¢ Sileni, which ridiculovily look with the ¢ hath been no little glory, that fhe hath

¢« To my worthy fricnd Mr. Hexney
ADAMSON.

¢ faces of Sphinges, Chimaeras, Centaurs, ¢ bLrought forth fuch a citizen, fo eminent
* on their outfides; but inwardlie containe st ipn love to her, {o duur to the Mufes,
¢ pare artafice, and rich jewcls of all forts, wW. D.

t¢ for the delight and weal of man. They ¢ Edinburgh 1ath July 1637,
¢ may defervedlic bear the word, rnom fnfus

»

“ ut extra. Your two champions, noble 'The above letter was the (tiongefft mo-
** zanys {Buﬂ‘uuns) difcover to us many of  tive with ourauthor for allowinz the pocms
‘¢ the antiquetics of this country, more of = to be printed, which were publithed the
‘ your ancient town of Perth, fettingdowne  next year, and the year after (1639) he
‘¢ her fituation, founders, her huge colofle  died much lamented.

‘“ or bridge, walls, foufies, aquedods, * ¢ To this new edition arec added ex-
‘“ fortifications, temples, monafleries and planatory notes and obfervations; king
“ other fingularities.. Happie hath Perzd  James's charter of confirmation: an account



