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The HISTORTY. of tbe -

correfpondence amongft all Virtuous and Wife

men. .
This Book had fooner feen the light, if partefit -

had not perifh'd in the Fire. Of its ufe and.accurate
compolition there is no man can doubt, that has evce
heard the name of the Autbor: of whom,if Thad not
at firft reftrain’d my felf from particular commenda-
tions,l might have faid very muchin his praife, which
deferves to beknown toall the Warld, and to be the

_ firft Experiment of his own vniwr_-/‘}l Larnguage.

Having well fucceeded in this their purpofe of col-
ledling divers patterns of all Naturaly and Artificial
things: they havealfo (amongftothers) appointed
a Committee,whofe chief employment thall be to read
over whatever Books have been writtenon fuch fub-
jets. By thismeans they hope fpeedily to obferve,
and digeftinto Mumufeript volumes, all that has been
hitherto try’d, or propounded infuch ftudies. This is
the only help that an Experimenter can receive from
Books : which he may ftill ufe, as his Guides, though
not as his Mafters, For this end they havebeguna
Library confifting only of fuch Authors, asmay be fer-
viceable to their Defign. To this there has been late-
ly made a great Addition , by the Munificent Gift.of
M. Henry Howard of Norfolk., who has beftow'd en
the Ssciety the whole Arundelian Library, containing
feveral hundredsof choice Manuferipts, befides fome
thoufands of other Bosks of all kinds.  And beeaufe
many of them belong’d to other Profeffions , thisNo-
ble Benefator has giventhem with a free penniffion

of changing them for others, that fhall be more pro- -

per for their #ork : Whereby .they will fhortly be
sble to fhew a compleat Collection of all that hasbeen
publithd

ROFAL SOCIETY.

publitid i the Antient, or Modern Tongues, which

cither regards the productions of Nature,or the effects
of all Mannal Arts. -~ - . :

Nor isthis the only bounty which  this Hiluftrious
Perfon has conferr’d “on the Royal Society 5 fince by
the firisg of Eondon,, the 6ir{t place of their meeting

has been reftor'd toits original wfe, and made an Ex- -

change, he has afforded them a retreat in his own
houfe,where they affemble at this prefent : By which
favour he has added anew honour to the antient No-
bility of his Race: one of his Amceffors had before

adorn'd that place with. many of the beft Monu-

mentsof Antiquity : Andnow by entertaining thefe:

new difcoveries under hisRoof , his Family deferves
the double praifé of having cherifh'd both the old,
and new Learning s fo that now methinks in Arsndel
houfe,thereisa perfett reprefentation, what the Real
Philofopky ought to be : Astherewe behold new In-
ventions to ourith amongft the Marbles, and Prages
of the Dead: fo the prefent Arts,thatate now rifing,
fhould not aim at the deftruttion of thofe that are

palt, but be content to thrive in their company.

1t will not1 hope be expectedthat I fhould prefent
my Reader an Im}:x of all the {gveral writings,which
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have atany time been publifh d by the Members of the Their Di-
Royal Socte? 14hall omit thofe, which either were fronrfes and
printed before the beginning of this Inflitation, or Theories,

which treat of matters, that have no relation to their
Defigr. Ooly1will fay in general, that there is fearce
any Ars,or Argument 5 which has ever been the fub-
jeék of humanc Fit, ¢ which I might not produce In-
frances, that fope Fellows of this Secies have given
good proofs of their laboursinit: of thofe D;]éafw

es,




