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V. A Letter from Dr George Hickes,
May the 22~, vjooyto  Sloane, concerning
sheSaxon Antiquity, mentioned 247,
thefeTranfdiions. With an
\Bbtknov in the Pref$ afOtfotd. 7; j! |ff
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A Mong many other happy accidents, that have at-
I \  tended me in my undertaking, to lay open the
ancient Septentrional &nguages, and what hath bee
written in them, | cannot but reckonthis for one, that
by your means | came to the knowledge of that curious

piece of Batiquity, which is in the pofieffion of
that worthy and honourable Gentleman Sir Nathaniel
Palmer of Fairfield in gwhich Cour

hath the honour to reprefent in this prefent Parlia-
ment, Of this antiquity you gave the world fome ac-

count the laft year from the learned Dr. Mu/grave, in

th t Philofophkal Tranfa&ions,N. 247. withtheScul-

pture ofthe upper fide ofit, and the Saxon Infcription

about it. | was writing the xxii Chap. of my

Grammar de dialeftoNormanno-Saxonica, Whel
Philofophical TranfaUions @me out, and as | h:
to impart the defign of it to a Gentleman, who hath
ftudied the ancient Northern languages, he told me of

that antiquity in them, and when | came to view the
Sculpture of it, I prefently obferVed how nfeful it
would, beto me infone part of that Chapter, wherein

| give an account of the alteration that K. Alfred made

ip the Saxon hand. Uporr this, Sir, made bold to
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annlvrav «1*fc yoolbri further accouHt-pf * *
S Z which7, ™ »f«Kd* » &
whom by your encouragement f fen*» ™ ttfr

fver, the fuhftance of which 1*

_ ~, two of
Chapter of my Book above-mentioned  wi h

lure, which is furrounded

the original (hines in.Letters of Gold. <) ffL jn each
thapeof theface, and the two united “V-»
hand of it, made me then think that Prohaf It" f tt;
be thatof our W # /M f buf

Coibelsj" all writtemm Capitals, K afSe
in each hand, | am inAied tothnj*at

common way in thofe times of dra ;P

he of ~ood coitrafe. M wW T
£ £ i himhe:ws

had retired in great diftrefs Irttd AtfFIEL»T%

this Antiquity was found, and he was fo affeded with
t that he afterwards tiled to tell it all h* life long

arid afcribe bis fuccefs overithe Danesto the merits ©f

r ~ BT

rather to believe that it may be the PI* “re
Saint  Who of all others of their Country Aimed bright-

S rithe SamiCalendars, and | Aiall givean account

With a Seuipture- of $ti M

m that
ij CC2
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which belongs to the. R. the Dean and Chapter of
field \ and which for its great: antiquity is commonly
called St Chadshook. This ftory of appear*
ing to K Alfred is talarge in f
whom | refer you forifurther information”®, and as the
King ufed to commemorate the vjfion he and his Mo-
ther had of him, fo it is very likely he ordered his Pir-
ate to be made in the manner it is reprefented in my
Book, to hang down by a firing upon his breaft, fora
conftant memorial of the Saint, who appeared to him,
to bid him give the Danes Battel in a time of great de-
fpair, when he looked upon himfelf as conquered, and
thought his Kingdom almoft loft. That he caufed the
Pifture to be madeis plain fromthe 5~ » Infcriptipn.

AELFKED MEc HETT GEWYRCcAN.
Aelfredw mejujjit fabricate.

And that it was made to hang down uponvhis bread,

is plain from B, the cone &g apex DFig
Golden Pin is reprefented in a manner different to what

it is in Fig. 3. on purpofe to fliew that the was
made to hang in a String. Apd that the original is a

true and genuine ipce of Antiquity is alfo clear beyond
all reafonable doubt, not only from the place where it

was found, the place of K Alfred's retreat from, the
Banesy which he fortified in time of War, and where

he built a Monaftery in time of Peace, but alfo from,

the Infcription, which is all, except two, in or
Gallo-halick Letters, which the King, who was bred at

the Englijh School in Rome, preferred before thofe of

the Saxon 8 and when he came to be King* as In-
gulph teftifies, he brought them into ufe. Some | hear

have fufpe&ed this Antiquity, becaufe of its extraordi-

nary artifice, which they think too fine for that age

But it is not to be doubted, but that K who

Was.



was fifegreat a Prince, could eafily procure tbebeft Ar-
tiftsof8&U forts from foreign parts; as
where he had his education, am «hithe*he b "

fiH &

SV otto oS “S»n WoW, N #

"»d

of K.J/fiedsantiquity, which 1Pray7 * ™ JI% i£
to the worthy Dr MhJ&awe, to

much obliged for his excellent. anfwe' « |O p j,

And | Thould alfo proceed to give you (OTe account oi
mv Rook which is now in-the Brefs at Oxford, under
die rare of a very ingenious, and virtuous Gentleman

WQO 0 his exaft skill in the learnedt S S wngnes,
the knowledge of the ancient Nortnern tongues,

haps | may give you another time* ,

Thp Title of it k asfollow*
nxmllARUM VETT. SEPTENTRIONALTUM
ET LRCHuEOLOGILUéN

Jycoedit

Catalogs librorum Veterum Septentrionalium, tamie®",

" Antiflmty,. andthtee odious B<m« Alphabets,, w hae”



(46971

iBtar<«@£ IN 0K, above ten other Sculptures*
>yitli aboutthirty Saxm, Dmo-Saxomc\, Or Normmno~
MixonirfAChapters %never before printed, which are
fall’produced to {figWthe chatg™dfS!t'fcraMdft3*of the
AixvnTongue,iti its WritingiWo'rds,* Phrafes andSyntax.
f TheCatalogue memipr” Title, will be made
(God willingj) by the moft skilfuj perfon, | think, in
the World $ who hath done me and the publick the
favour to promife me to fimfh that parTof my under-
paid”™i| andin Order toit, he h?th already been at
'‘Emiipdged and taken' a Ca|p6gfcof i IMSS.
there* 20 my petfed fatisfa&ion $ and now by the fa-
vour of his Superiours, is doing me the fame fervice in

the Library of Sir John But |
which the Title imports, | am.now making a differta-
lion di the efefulnefs of thofe languages, which will
furaifh.me with many theories, and m which L fliall
print many originals, of which fome are prepared,
gnd others preparing for the Prefs, by fome of my
Xearhed friends and acquaintance," who ate fo generous
asto aflift tneiti thislwork. The'feries of S*xou~GMm
in Sculpture, with.explications whi.ch an honourable
perfon gave me .leave to promife the world in his
name, will alfo make pate vW'That diflertation, of
which J.have alreadywrittenpwelve large fheets$ and
| receive great encouragement to proceed in it from the
free communication of MSS. from feveral Worthy Per-
fons and Societies, which indeed makes my Book rife
to a greater bulk than | at firftexpe&ed, and very much
encreafes both my pains,; and the cofr -: But as | have
in @ manner devoted my. felf to this Work, fo | am con-
tent to take any TIIfIfttalC life*orthraiian*
guages and Antiquities, which have not yet been fetin
their true light ~ atld | hope thereby to bring the
N\t erf& ts'dfE "~ toa correfpondence
m Andquity, Which,fHope, WAfPBS oli*g”Oi elfeflipfmy
t’ Book.



BooLSome learned German Gentlemen, as Mr Palthemur,

-tinrl Mll*" Syndlc of Strasho m *
and Tome learned and Swedes,

who have fees it at Oxford, ljiaye alreai®”™yen,n»

have met withv« =ht”-and

infpire me with vigour in my undertaking, which!
hope ift.d«ft VIW>*N«>g-"»5""N?Pyfl*1

Sroffi* mifa

dje.fr communication,o| tfi*nM S

lick asmV Book t .and f 'entreat you, Sir, from mpgUt
em andy culture Mall,forts cf”earning rpcqiv?,great
advantage* that if—yqu hear, <fany P » Mo i"#85"
asy &

f Anthwty tifl the Reign of 1. you
TOUId entreatlthem mto communicate, them. tt>

S <A I"aufe .yputell, 1 w « ®

U nS youtphi that to.#g«thejn*.s*®;
tendete lonk to have a8,mn”;</Mit"-K:|»KIW P tSt*-
upon hands,, and lyein  UtKeehlesShop, at the Tmkt*
Zdjnfyeffireet, th#it

o™her cariowf perfons-who have

of .Lsarning,,?nd J*ve a'thiqgd#o M df fe
W towards'tlie promotion thereof..  tjaank.y o . "

moft heartily, for all the encouragement and
you haW given; me, aniyvitha

X3 orit I'mlsft VIJ

illsE
1
mrairliit ' "PHA?

€eorgg HicKefe
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