(3*19)

inflituendo dijJeBiones,cateliaramimprimis valdh , &C*
adrei certitudinm majorem.

Seaventhly>fom Germany ve are inform’d , thati
Univerfity of Jena in Vpper, one Mr,

Profeffor of the Mathematicks there, hath invented feve*
ral ingenious Inftruments and Bogins $ As firft, an Aftro-
nomicalone, which he calls Aby the meaus
whereof very many perlons fhall be able at one and the
fame time to behold one and the lame Star. Secondly,.
An exceeding great Globe of the World, capable of ten per*
< fonsto fitin itall at ogce, and to behold the motions of
Ntheceleftlal Bodies, tic. Thirdly, An or akind
cof Stairs, by which aman lhail delcend and yet really be
Q o railed upward, and going as ’twere upon a plain flial*from
g a lower, by gently fubiiding, arrive to an upper ftory,{£r«.
=, Ofthefe and other particulars, laid to be in part already
5 done, and in part defign’d by the laid Mathematician, we
£ hope we fhall in time obtain a more fatisfa&ory ac*
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The Ertrablofa Letter writtenby Mr. John Ray to the
litherfrom Midletony July  i6ji. concerning Spontaneous
Generation , As aifo[ome Infers jmeUwg
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A Sto the particulars contain’d in your Letter, i well re-

Jr\member, that Mr* Lifer did, a good while fince*
write me his opinion concerning Vegetable Excrefcencies-,
and the Infers therein bred and harboured $ but the Lee*
ter containing that Difcourfe | have not at prelent by me,
it being fent away ina bundle of other Letters and papers
into Epex. 1 have therefore writ-
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ten to him to defire him,co take the L* e Tranta
pains himlelc to lend you his
thoughts upon that fubjedt. * Affiwti

Whether there be any Spontaneous Qr Anomalous,
rationof Animals, as hath been the eonftaht opinion of
Katuralifts heretofore, | think there is good realoli to

queftion* It feems to me at prelect moft probable, that
there



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 23 June 2021

(2220)

there is no fueh thing ; but that even all Infers are the
natural iffue of parents of the fame with themfelves.
F.Redi hath gone agood way in proving this, having

cleared the point concerning ge*

] "Ct)fvt\giss 'ia\\},grl‘]lor an Ac* Deratistan < materig, * But ftill
INSLUMK . . o
%.18.24359. there remain” two great difficulties.

Thefirft iSjtogive an accompt of the
production of Infe&s bred in the By fruits and Excrefcen*
cics of Vegetables,which the faid”*sfidoubts not tq afcribe
to the Vegetative Soul of the Plant that yields thofe Ex-
crefeencies. But for this | refer you to Mr. * The (e~
condy to render an accompt of Infeeds bred in the Bodies of
other animals. lhope fliordy to be able to give you an ac-
compt ofthe Generation of fome of thofe Infetds, which
have been thought to be fpontaand
unlikely as any to be after the Ordinary and Ufual way*

Offuchan Infjscd, as you mention, feeding upon fa -
mineulus, which when dried yields a Musky fcent, | have
no knowledge. |Ican at prefent call to mind but two.
forts of Infects that | have feen,which fmel of Musk. The
one is like the common Capricornms or Goat; chafery which is
mention’d by all Naturalifis that* write of Infeeds, and
which fmels fo ftrong of that perfume.that you may fcent
itat agood diftance as it flies by, or fits near you. The e-

tieris afmall fort of Beewhich in the South and Eaft-
parts of England is frequently to be met withal in Gardens
among flowers in Spring-time* | remember, they were
very plentiful in Sir Edtv. Duke's Tulip-Gar ~ when the
Tulips flowred. Sir Edwardisnow dead s |
not far from Saxmundhamin Suffolk; the name of
rifti | have forgot*

| have by me the Defcription and Anatomy of a Torpefs

mOi, (which fifh I happily metwithal
hindlw"intendtocMhmu*  « Weft Chefier) in which there are
nicate it tothe Curious,the  iome particulars, that | find not in
ingenious  Author permit-  the Defcriptions of 7{pndeletius or
others, which, if you pleafe, 1 fhall

fend you *, | reft, 6¢c*
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