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Parenchyma in any Mufcle 5 and think my time Weil fpent in receiving a full
fatisfa&ion of the ungroundednefs of my opinion 5 and readily fubiwt to the
Author, with agrateful acknowledgement of my Obligation to any one, that
(hall re&ifie me in my miftake, if it be one,

Obfervables
Touching Petrification.

T~AHough much hath been already faid and written of Petrification, yet
A ’tis conceived , that all thatcomes fo far Ihortof a competent flock for

the compofing of a perfeft Hiftoryof Petrification, 1

thereof ought to awaken the fnore diligent attention of the Curious, and to
call in their aid for Additions, thereby fo to increafe and to complete the
Materials for that work, that it may the better ferve to clear and make out
the Caufeof that Tranfmutation: And ihat the rather,becaufe if it lay in the
power of humane Skill ( by the knowledge' of Natures works) to raife

Petrification,ortodllay, orpreventit, orto order and direft i

perchance in timemfght be attained the faid way ) much ufe might be made of
th:s Art5 efpeciaily if it could be made applicable to hinder the Generation
of the Stone and Gravel in humane Bodies, or to diflolve the Stone , where
"tis formed ; befides other valuable Ufes, that might be excogitated.

Upon this Confideration, care is, and further will be taken in thefe Papers,
to record, among other Obfervables of Nature, what lhall be communi-
cated of this kindof Change.

In Numb. 1*2. and 5. leveral Relations have been made belonging to this
Argument. Much of it, together with confiderable Reflections may be
feenin Mr. Boyles Bfjay otFirmnefsin Helmont
other remarques , is recited the Teflimony of . of z Petrified Child
ieenat Paris, and by the Owner ufed for a . In i-
floria Infantis in Abdomine invena, & induritiem lap!(team In
Mr. Hookas Micrography, and in others. To omit now , what has been
related ( but perhaps not well enough attefted ) by Authors, concerning the
flupendious Petrificationsof whole Companies of Men, andTroopsofCat-
tle ; by Aventinus lib, 7. Annal. Bojorum ; by Purcha* in his Pi'grimage p.

426. infol. printed at London1614. and, (of a Troop of

3f- Acofialib. 3. ¢, 9.

10 all wh'ch, the Curious Dr Bow adds a Narra

I0ng fince taken out of the Womb of aWoman of his neighbourhood neer
Trent in Somerfetjbire , by incifion , and afterw/rds perfectly cured, though
flie had born the Stone with extreme torments for S. or p,'years. The ope-
ration he relates to have been made in Eafterlaft; after which time, he af-
firm'? to have feen the Stone, and weigh’d it in Gold-Scales, where it wan-
red fomewhat of four Ounces, but had loft of the weight, it formerly had,

being
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bein» very light for a Stone of that Bulk. He further defcribes it to be of a
whitifh colour, lighter than Aflvcolour; perchance (faithhe) not unlike
to that recited out of Scaliger by M. i‘oyle in his EJfay of Eirmnefs pag.258.
qut aeris contallu poftea mgypfeamturn turnfirmitatem
It had no deep aipeaties, ana had fomewhat of an Oval figure, but leisat
one end, thanaHen-Egge, and bigger and blunter at the other, than a
Goofe-egge.  _-

This Stprie (fo he concludes) isintended for the Royal Society, with the
Teltimony of the Chlrurgion, hat perform'd the Operation, and other W
nefles of ipecial cred:c ; wh.’re alfo will be annexed the manner of
Operation.

appears by this laid claufe (to add that on this occafion) that this W ell-

wiiner to the Improvement of all ufefuli knowledge, has taken notice pf that
confiderable Collettton of Curioftties, lately prefented to the lately nam'd
Society for their R by that Publick-minded Gentleman Mr.
mel Coltepavery worthy and ufeful Member of that Body : To which
Ivepofitory whbatioevet is preffinted as rare and curious, will be with °reat
care, together with the Donors names and their Beneficence recorded, and the
things preferved for After-ages, (probably much better and fafer, .than in
their own private Cabinetsj) and in progrelsof Time will be employedfor

confiderable PhiJofophical and Ufefull purpofes: of which perhaps more
largely in another place.

A Relation :
. Of a kind of Worms, that eat out Stones.

This is taken out of a Letter, written by one M. de la Vote to M. Auzeut,
to be found in the j 2. Journaldes Scavans; as follows.

TN agreatand very ancient Wall of Free-Stone in the BenediStins Ably at
XCaen in #i facing Southward, there are to be found many Stones
i0 eaten by YVorms, thatone may run his hand into mold of the Cauvities ;
which are varioufly falhton’d, like the Stones, which | have feen wrought
with fo much Artin the Louvre: In thefe cavities there is abundance oflive-

~orms,their excrement, and of that Stone-duft, they eat. Between many
6 = u'~aVit‘cs fbere remain but leaves, as it were, of Stone, very thin,
which part them. | have taken fome of thefe living Worms, which | found
in the eaten Stone, and put them into a Box with feveral bits of the Stone,
leaving them there together for the fpace of eight dayes; and then opening
t *Box, the Stone feem’d to me eaten fo fenfibly, that | could no longer

oubt ofit. | fend you the Box and the Stones in it, together with the living

Worms; ana to fatisfie your Curiofity, | Thall relate to you, what | have
obferved of them, both with and without a Microfcope.
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