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at <Tangier, the Moon being very near the fameplace, where fhe
was now.

ExtraEl
of a Letter , lately mitten by Mr, Nathaniel Fairfax to the
Publiflier, containing Obfervations about fome InfeCts, and
their Inoxioufntfs, $ rc.
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The Ingenious Author of this Letter, as heexpreffes an extra-
ordinary defire to fee th Bd Natural Philofophy , mot
richly fraughted (a Work begun by the finglecare and condu&
of the Excellent Lord Verulam, and profecuted by the Joynt-
undertakings of the R, Society) fo hevery frankly offers his Ser-
vice in contributing fome of his Obfervations, and begins in this
very Letter to perform his Offer. For, Having taken notice of
what waspublimt in Numb. 9, pl out ¢
fopher Jte<&, vid. That Creatures, reputed Venomous, are in-
deed noPoyfons, when fwallow’d , though they may prove fo
when put into Wounds: He, for confirmation thereof, alledges
Examples of feveral Perfons well known to him (himfelfalfo ha-
ving been an Eye-witnefs to fome fuch Experiments) who have
frequently fwallow’d Spiders, even of the rankeftkind, without
any more harm than happens to Hens, Robin-red breafts, and
other Birds, who make Spiders their daily Commons. And ha-
ving made mention of fome men, that eat even Toads, he adds,
that though a Toad be not a Poyfon to us in the whole * yet it
may invenome outwardly , according to fome parts fo and fo
ftirr'd; aninftance whereof he alledges inaBoy, who Humbling
onaToad , and hurling ftones atit, fome Juyce from the bruifed
Toad chanced to light upon his Lips, whereupon they fwelld,
eachtothethicknefsof about two Thumbs: And heneglecting
to ufe, what might be proper to reftore them, they have conti- \
nued in that mifhapen fize ever fince $ the uglinefs whereof,
when the Relator faw, gave him occafion to inquire after the
caufe of it, which thereupon he underftood to be, as has been re-
cited. * :

On this occafion, the fame Gentleman relates, that once feeing

a Spider bruifed into a fmallGlafs of W ater, and thatit tinged
: it
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it fomewhat of a Sky-colour, hewas , upon owning his furprife
thereat, informed , that a dozen of them being putin, they
would dye it to almoft a full Azure. W hich is touch’t here,
that, the Experiment being fo eafie to make, it may be tried,
when thefeafon furniihes thofe Infe&s 5 meantime, it feemsnot
more incredible , that this Creature ihould yield a Sky-colour,
when put in water , than that Gochineel, which alio is but an
Infeft >lhould afford afine red, when fteep’d in the fame Liquor.
A Jti jS V"**re.T ir-ij«'Atoi’icAguoiflbgt;] s/!T
An Account
Of Some Book”.

/. m_e Tome troifieme et dernier des Lettres de M. DES-
CARTES.
' AN 1 <) |

As the two firft  Tomesd M,.Des-Cartes his Letters , contain
Queftions, forthemoft part of aMoral and Phyfieldgical Nature,
propofedito , and anfwer’d by himfo this conufts of the Con-
certs, >hehad-Upbfl fevetal- Subjects wkhdivers Men eminent in his
time. :

To pafs by that fharp Concert, he was engaged in by feme
Profeffors- of Divinity at Utrecht, who endeavoured to difcredit
his Philofophy 4 as leading to Libertinifme and Atheifme , not-
withftanding'helnadeitfo much his'bufiuefs / as to aflert -the Ex-
igence of a Deity and the 'Immortality of a Souh' We-thall
take notice of what is more to our purpofe, vid. the Differences,
he had touching his Dicftricksand Geometry.

As*fbr his Pthough a great part of the Learned
World have much efleem’d that Treatife-,* as leaving little to be
faid after him upon that Subject ¢ yet there Jiave not been wanting
Mathematicians, who have declared their difagreement from his
Principles inthat Dodtrine. The firft of them was the jefuit Sour-
<?w,Mathematick Profelfot-inthe Colledg o fClevnont at Parls/\but
this difference was foon at amend. m A fecond was Mr. Hobbs™upon
whcfe account he wrote feverai Letters to Merfennus\ containing
many remarks conducing to the Knowledge of theNatute et Re-
flexion and Refr.itiion. But the Perfon, that did mo'ft learnedly
and refolutely attack the faid Dioptrtcks, was Moaficm Fermaty
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