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* A Relation
Concerningthe Quick-filver Mines in Friuli %communicated
Dr. Edward Brown e confirming as tvell the Accomft -
merlj given of that [ubjeffyin Numb* Z
fttSy as enlarging the fame with feme

npHc Town of Idria>intheCounty of GoritU anc
X Friuli® is feared low, and encompafs'd wi h Hills on all
Cdes. A River of the fame name runs by it, which although
Leandro terms it'fuferbitfimo fiume yet | found final!
and (hallowat the time when 1was there 5 though upon plenti-
ful Raine it proves fufficiefic to convey down the Firr-Trees
and other Wood retired in the building of the Mines, and alfo
for Fuel required in the fervicc of them : And to this end there
is an handfome work of Piles made (leaping athwart the River
(after the fame manner as | obferv’d in n upper Hun-
gary crofs the River GranQ to (top the Trees, which are cut
down, and call into the River above this place.

What is chiefly confideiable in this Town, are the
fiver-Mines, very well known to .the Neighbouring parts, and
exceeding ufeful to many at greater diftaixe.

The entrance into thtfe Mines isnot high, or upon an Hill,as
in many other Mines*, but in the Town it feif, whereby theyare
fomewhat the more troubled with W ater, againft which they are
provided with many excellent Engins and Devices, as at other
deep Mines. Thedeepeft partof the Mme from the entrance,is
between 120 and 130 fathoms.

O f the Quick*fiiver of this Mine they make two fores : The
one they call fat is,
flairs QuickClver, Mey call that, which difec
vers it felt without the help of Fire5 and is either plainly to be
fee; in the Ore, orfal s down in little drops in the Mine, and
femetimes Artsms out in good quantity 5as about feven yea;s
ego; it ran out of die Earth at firft in a ftreame as fmall as a
f :d, :m aftetwards as bigas a packnhred, but ceas*d in three

mtear dayes.

| hat -iio is accounted r/rj/*-Quick fiiver, which, having no
need
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aeed to pafs the fire, is feparated by water firft ina Slve> and af\
terwards in a long trough, having very (mall holes at one end.
So that there are in a manner two forts of Mercury * the
one, running out and difcovering itfell without labour * theo-
ther, requiring feme way of Extraction and reparation”™ though
not fo high anone, as by Fire.

PUnQuickfilver they name that, which isnotat firft per-
ceived by the Eye , orfailsfrom the Ore, butisforc’d out by
Fire# And this theyobtaine out ofthe Ore, orout ofthe Cin*
naber of Mercury, which they digg out ofthis Mine. The Ore
ofthis Mine is of adark colour, mix’d with red. But the beft
is anhard ftone 5 which they commit not prefently to the opera-
tion of the Fire, but powder it grofsly, and work it by theSive*
that fo,if any Vkgin fe found init, itmay be fepa-
rated in this manner, and what doth not pafs the Sive, may be
feparated by Fne m fromfurnaces* Fifty ofthem ina lire*

The Q”ickfilver ore ofthis Mineisthe richeftof all Ores
have yet teen * for ordinarily it contains in it 4 f//*Qgickfilver

and in two parts of Ore one part of Qpiekfilver, and fometimes*
in  3parts of Ore, two parts of Qpickfilver.

I went into the Mine by the Pitt of St. y and came up
again by that of St Barbara, defeendingand afeending by Lad*
ders. lafcended at one 0f639. (tkvegr8”, fa
m Sift trm,inKirebcrs Mund. Bhakes

ful defeription of this Mine> that it might difeourage any from
attempting the defeent.* which makes me doubt, Whether he
had been inany other Mine, efpecially where the defeejnt is made
by Ladders. :

This Mtne, ;I was inform’d, hath beenwfoughC'abo.yearsS;.
about theLame fpace of time with Nihe, b
ipoit iptime of the Silver-mine at Schcmnitz < and much fhor-
ter yef of the notable Lead-mines in upper Carinthio. Some
-hundreds” & & arecmplpyed about thiiMine <#/*«* of which =
N AMWMihcersi are the Pretedt, the Controller, and thel

| heard nocomplaint of the Damp of this Mine, as Tfinve
heard ofdivers otneisi Yet the workmen are fulfieiendy rmfchie-
V.d wathout them : Jtont diough they be not fuddenly laifocated,
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yettheMettury getting into their Bodies, they are languifliihgr
ly deftroyed by it. Much left could 1 hear any news of eith e
noxious or innocent Apparitions, &c. fuch as feme
write , and many talk of in other Mines.

InaLaboratory, where the Quickfilverisfeparated by Fire,l
faw an heap of 16000. Retorts or Iron 5 every one ofwhich coils
aCrowri at the beithand from the Iron-furnaces in
There are 8co. Retorts and as many Recipients employ’d to-
gether, indrawing over theQgickfiiver in 16. Furnaces* 50. in
each Furnace, 25. of a fide, 12. above* and ij, below of
each fide. : f

fane 2,When | was there, they carried out 40. Spumes of
Quickfilver iutd forrain parts, each Saumecontaining 315.pound
weight , to the value of 400 ducats of Gold. Though the con-
veyance be noteafy , yet fome is Cent as farr as in
gAy, forthe ufe ol the Gold-mines; and very much carried a-
way Southward. For, though the River by the Town be but

final! , yer they are not very fair from the or a
confiderable River, whichrunsinto the Gulf of in the
AdriatickSzz.
In theCaftle | faw 3000 85 Q7 ickfilv

barrels 5 the Quickfilver being firft made up in double leather :
And in another hoafe as much rich Ore, as can be diftilfd in 2.
years, exceptthey have great plenty ofrain to bring down the
wood*, bur, theHtilsbeing high about them,it fnowsat the tops
of them oftner than it rains.

The Countrys, through which | pafs’d , are fingularly well
wooded , and well (lor’d with fair frees, wherein, befide fuch as
grow with us in England, are (lately Firrs, Lurches,
tersyPicea\ and that nobly crifped and well grain’d kind of” -

@'whereof Viols and Violins are made: Whereof there is alfo
plenty rathe Country of tidhscfargawA C*ri&btdte

Travelling -fon~times in the night, we had continually about
us a great number of large Glw-mrms, which put into papers
gave a dimm light like Candiesin Lanthorns® and the Aire al-
io full offlaming Flyes, affording fome delight to us.

The way unto this place | found difficult 5 for, travelling from
places on the borders of Croatia by Loviteb) | was faine ta pals

ovef
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over great mountains > andcoming fromit, Ipafs’doverSnMrr-
zcnkrgor the Blapk mountain, from whence | aeft:cn, ed to.
miles m Country , and fair more ftcmy thanUtwnSr”or

'‘fcmpm 1& M m inJWw»«1 andfoto AiMchtmand Gorttia,

and leaving th &Behind , enttcd into the ngua Fh-
hm< and# onto this Noble and mcomparably fortified City;
where being yet uncertain, whether | fliould goto teme, |
would not omit to prefent you this accompt, whichl befeech

you to accept from &cy “
Palm*nova in FriuliJunetS- 16°9-*

jin Acctmftfrotv the famiDr, Brown

Ctncerning art Fti-ccmmoteLake, Zirchnitzet'
I Carniola,

T YArin® crofs dthe River Dravus, andpafsd Mount Lui-
J—| yd in the Cornicle Alps, by that noble paffage, cut
through the Rooks, and vaulted like that of Poufiljfe near Na-
ples | had adefire to take a View of the Z<t*eof , fo
much fpokenof, and written on by fo few? and therefore |
went unto Crainburg upon the River Savus, andfoto Labach,
the.chief City of Carniola; from whence I continued my Jour-
ney in Carniola betwixt the Hillsand a great Marfh, till | came
to tronnixx*,two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills
Is feated the faid Lake, receiving that name from , a
town of about 300. houfes.

This Lake is near two German Miles long, and one broad.
On the SOuth-fide thereofUyes a great Forreft, wherein are
many Deer, and wild Boares, Wolves and Bears, On the
North fide the Country isflat; but the whole Valiev is encom—
paffed with Hills, at feme diftance from it. " ‘

T.his Lake is well fill’d with Water torthe greateft part ofthe
Year-, but inthe Month of @i finketh under
ly bypercolation or falling through the poresofthe Earth, but
retireth under ground, through many great holes at the bottom

pfit: And inthe Month of September it returns by the lame, and
fo In avery feort time fills up the Valley again.

' As the time ofthe waters Defcenc is fliort, efpecially when
L 1111 the



