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A Narrative effome Oifervationt lately made by certainMtffmariu 

in theUpper. Egypt; communicated in a Letter mitten from 
Q x k o th e fx th of yxnnxvf i 6jo¥ \  3

T ) Y  yours of April the 20th laft I find, that you defire to hear 
| j  fome news concerning my Voyage in the Vpper E g y p tam 
very ready to give you that fatisfadion,provided ybuniake our 
friends (hare in it.I (liall therefore tell'you,thatl have (pent three 
months time in that voyage,accompanied with my Brothers, the 
F. Charles and Francis >alwaies afcending upon the Nile as high as'. 
500 leagues above thisCity,being two daies journey on this fide 
of the Cafcatas o f th cNile}&where never anyFrencfuman hath 
been within the memory o f  man.I there admired ftore o f  Id o R  
Temples yet entire, together with very aqcient Pallaces filled 
with Statues and Idols. I counted in one place alone 7 Obelisk! 
like thofe at Rome&ndabout 1 xoColumns in one Hall,, o f the. 
bignefs of five Brafies > full within and without, from the top to 
the bottom, with Hieroglyphic Letters,and with Figures o f falfe , 
Deities.I found Statues o f  white marble$and fome of black, of the 
bignefs o f  three perfbns, with a fword on their fide, and ofan i 
hard ftooe$namety,aMan and aWbman,at the leaftofthe h e ig h t 
of eight fathoms,thoughfeared inchairs,but well proportioned: 
And two others of black marble reprelenting w om en, with 
Globes on their head and extravagant coverings thereon,which 
were two foot broad from one fhoulder to the other..

If I had had more time allow'd me to make this Voyage, or - 
had not been obliged to ftay long time upon the account o f  our 
MiflSon, in fuch places where nothing confiderable was to be ;f 
feen j mighthave made very curious Obfervations. There are 
places where I could not ftay to view them but half an hour,, 
which required very well the ftay o f many hours, and we light., 
ed not but in two places,where Antiquities were to be feen, one 
whereof is called £o^flr,and the other which is ^ very an»
cient Caftle,efteemed by the Tradition of the Country to have 
formerly been the Refidence; o f  a Ringr ̂  N or indeed is this 
hard to believe even before one enters into i t , confidering in 
the advenues o f the laid Caftle a great number o f Sphinxes
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(landing in a row>and turning their head towards the Alley.Tis 
known that this is an Idol having the Head of a Woman and the 
Body o f a Lion, which was once a famous Deity among the E- 
gyptians. They are diftant from each other about two pa* 
ces,and are 20 feet long* I walk’d in four Alleys ending at four 
Gates o f the Caftle 5 and for ought I know there may be more 
of them/eeing I went but half round the Caftle, which is very 
fpacious. I reckon’d 60 o f them on one fide of one Alley, ana 
as many over againft it 3 and 51 in another Alley 3 all well mea* 
fur’d, The Alleys are of the largenefs of a Pal-mall .* the Gates 
of that Caftle are of an extraordinary height cover’d with 
moft excellent ftones. Meafuring one which maketh the 
height of one of them, I found it 26»foot long,and proportion 
nably thick* I believe,that there are above a million of Figures 
in profil y none in front .• I fpeak of thofe that are graven 
on the Walls and Pillars. I ihould have needed a whole Month 
to obferve all the particulars of that place* I did content my 
felf to draw only the poftures of a douzen of the moft extrava­
gant Dmonstogether with their Adorers o f both Sexes j and
fome Frontifpieces of Temples, which are not very rich in Ar« 
chite<fture3but built of very fineftone* That which moft pleas’d 
me was the ground* where the Azure and the other Colours, 
which are like enarael*appear as frefh as if they had been laid on 
but a month before. There are Temples fo fpacious,that 5000 
people may ftand on the roof witheafe.In the fame Caftle there 
is a Pond, the. water whereof is bitter,fee about with fine ftones. 
This water is faid perfc&ly to whiten Linnen all alone; which 
I  tried not, but we dippd our'handcherchief in it, which kept 
the lent of Soap for four or five daies.

Thefe are the only curiofities I can fend you o f our Voyage 
which is not the fiftieth part of what was to be feen: but our time 
being limited we only could ftay in two our defignnot be­
ing curiofity,but to fatisfie the charge of the Miffion among the 
Chriftian Cophtbes of that Countrey, which are in great number 

‘ there, and have many Monafteries and ancient Churches, but 
poor. We have pafled many places, where was neither Prieft 
nor CJittrchjbut only the poor people like fheep without a Shep« 
Ihercyf Ihopefhortly to return thither,and not to come backa*
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gain with fo much haft,after I (hall have made a little voyageup* 
on the Red Sea,whither I go every year to vifit the poor Slaves 
in the Gillies of the Turks,SfC, *

ExtraUof a French Letter, written ty F.Jaques Paul Bab to, a Jr# 
fuityto F*Ignatius Bardy of the fame N egropont,
May 15*16 jo^and lately communicated by the Learned ftfuit Ber­
tel to a Friend of bis in L ondon; concerning the Flux 
Euripus.

a Lthough th e f ’̂ c /b eaS y m b o lo fin co n ftan cy , yeHiath 
2  \  it this advantage, that whereas the great things,which the . 
Antients have recorded o f the  Cities and Rivers of , are 
or appear no more in being, the ill remains what it >
hath been* *Ti$ true, that the Town of* r^W risxJeftroyed, 
but in the place thereof we may fee that o f 
which is fever’d from Boetia only by an Arm o f  the Sea, where , 
this Euripus is found; over which*are built two Bridges, one of 
Stone, the other o f Wood ; in the middle whereof is a R ock, 
on which the Venetians formerly built a Caftle,which on its Gates 
doth yet (hew the Lions, the Arms o f the City*

I have not contented my felf with reading whit Antient W ri­
ters have left us of this Phenomenon, who did either not fee it or 
not confider it with that carefulnefs and attention 1 have done, 
having made upon the place long Obfervations, which were 
found conform to thofe intelligent Natives,of whom I made to* 
quiry, efpecially the Turks, that have the care o f the Mills of 
this Euripus,and know all the times when the Wings and*Wheel$ > 
of them are to be mov’d and turn’d according as the Water of 
this Sfreightby its flux and Teflux changes its courfe*

The Euripus then is a Srreight of the Sea, fo narrow,
that a.Galley canjcarce paf$ through it, under a Bridge, bunt 
between the Cittadel and the Donjon of But not
only this place, where the Bridge is, 1$ callUtne Buti;
alfo ten or twelve leagues on each fide o f it, where the Cha«: 
nelbeingmore large, the inconftant courfe is not fo fenfible, 
as at the foot of the Caftle. For three or four leagues/)*) each 
fide there are found fix or feveo G u l f s ,  wherein this water Units

B b b  3 it
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