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fty9 but one fly being not enough to bring the young one to
its full growth, they feed it with more: Their are at
laft all covered over with the wings,legs, and other fragments
of flies*

A Letter of "M artin Lifter, at Auguft 25 1671.
confirmingthe Observationin N° 74. about
adding (ome Notes upon fvarmnerdam’s  ~ of
on that ofMi Steno concerning *
< SIR,

AN

ST Have obferved the two Infedts,which Mr.  faith, fmell
of Musk, which indeed they do in an highdegree. The
&mall Bees are very frequent in the Wooles in and
gbout the latter end of April are to be found in paftures and
neadows,upon the early*blown flowers of a fort of
s, as You have been rightly inform'd; but it is fomething
amproper to fay Bees feed on flowers: And likewifethe fame
=Bees are no lefs frequent on the flowers of Dens Leonis, &c*
d he fweet B isa very large Infed, and well known about
&ambridge, All the trials 1have made to preferve them with
gheir fmell, have proved ineffedual: For, both forts of thefe
gnfedts will of themfelves in a very few weeks become almoft
§1uite fent-lefs* To thefe | (hall add another (weet-fmelling
dnfed, which is a Hexapode-worm feeding on

Steum.
§ The Obfervation of  thtFefpa Ichneumonesgs it hath rela»
ion to Spiders, | willingly referve for other Papers: yet |
ay tell you ingeneral, that this kind of Infed is one of the
Preateft puzzels innature; there being few Excrefcencies of
Flants, and very many births of lufids, wherein thele
lender Wafps after divers ftrange ways'are concerned.
Though I be at prefent from my Books, yet | well remem*
ber the paffage, which  tlViUsughby refers you
to in Muffet . And he is well able to judge, * See mmi:
whether the Obfervation be made upon the lame  74- %% m
fortof Infed. 1 conceive it a fault not con-

fiftent with Ingenious Spirits," to pafs by in filence the Induftry
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of Moderns as well as of Ancient Writers 5 according tothar

ol C.Cel(us: Oportet neque retentionsin Di
vel repereruht, vel rette Jecuti funti &tamen eay antiqui-
oribus pofitafunt, authoribus fuis redderVou can bef

me3 what D. Swammerdam does in a matter of this nature :
when | read in the Account given us by you of his Book,
Numb* @* that Snails are both Male and Female; that Ca-
terpillars may teach us, by their feeding, the correfpondence
of the vertues of Plants, &c> | am defirous to know, whe-

ther he quote Mr. J{ayfor the former, as hayin

Obfervation ten years ago at lead; and for the , the

Learned and Noble BEho did propole the way of

effaying the vertues of Plants by the-paints oflnledsin the

beginning of this Age. ) | j
But f leave this, and proceed to aremark of my own i and

it (hall be, ifyoupleale, concerning $ I mean

luchShells, asihaveobferved in our Englilh ftone-Quarrief,.
But Sir, let me premife thus much,-chat lam confident , that
you at lead will acquit me, and not believe me one ofalb
tigious nature. This | fay in reference to what | have lately
read in Stems Prodromur,that, if my fentiments or
cular afe fomewhat different from his, it proceeds not from a
fpiritofcontradi&ion, but from adifferent view of Nature.
Firftthen, we will eafily believe, that in forne Countries,and
particularly along the ftiores of the Mediterranean Sea, there
may all manner of Sea (hells be found included in
Rocks or Earthy and at good diftances too from the Sea. But,
for our Engl.(h*inland  Quarrieswhich alio abound with in-
finite number and great varieties of (hells, 1 am apt to think,
there is no fuch matter, as Petrifying of Shells in the bufinefs
(or,as Stemexplains himfelf p. 84. in the Englilh Ver
alibi, that the (ubftance of thofe fliells, formerly belonging
to animals, hath been' diffolved or wafted by the penetrating
force of juices, and that a ftony fubftance is come in thE
place thereof,) but that thefe Cockle-like ftones ever were,
as they are at prelent, Lapides fui generi$® and never any part
ofan Animal. That they are fo at prefent, isinefled confef
fed by Sifm in the above cited page 5 and it is 1110ft certain,
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that our Engltfh Quarry- (hells (to continue that abufive name)
have no parts of adifferent Texture from the rock or quarry
they are taken, thatis, that there is no fuch thing as in
theie refemblances of (hells, but that Iron-ftone Cockles are
all Iron ftone ; Lime or marble all Limedone and Marble 5
Sparre or Chryftalliue-ihells all Sparre, &c. and that they
never were any part of an Animal* My reafon is * That Quar-
ries of different.ltone yeild us quite different forts or fpscies
of (hells, not only one from another (as thofe Cockle (tones
of the Iron-ftone Quarries of AMerton in Tork hire differ from
,.thofe found in the Lead=mines of the neighbouring moun-
Otalns and both thefe from that Cockle- Quarrie of WamforA*
>~br|dge in Mtz and all three from thofe to be
j\l’ found in the Quarries about Gunthrop and , &cC,)
= but, 1dare boldly fay, from any thing in nature befides, that
° eltherthe land, fait, orfrefti water doth yeild us* Tis true,
5 S that | have picked out of that one Quarry of IVansford very
2 refemblances o IM urun{Telim % Sic. and
& yet | am not convinced, when | particularly examined (ome
S of our Englifh Chores for (hells, alfothe frefh waters and the
fields that Idid ever meet with (N* B.) any one'of thole
fpecies of (hells any where elfe, but in their refpeftive Quar-
ries whence | conclude them Lfui
were notcaft in any K whofe fpecies or race is yec
to be found in being at this day. gf
This argument perhaps will not fo readily take, pLce witn
thofe perlons, thatthink it not worth the while exadly and
minutely to diftinguilh the kven\fpeciexof the things of m»
tare butare content to acqniefce ip figure, refemblance%ttna,
and fuch general notions j but when they (hall pleafeto con-
defcend to heedful and accurate tdi(criptions, they will, |
doubt not,be of that opinion, which an attentive view °f thele
things led me into fome years ago* Though | make no doubr”
but die Repofitory ofthe *.'Society is amply furmlhed with
thinas of this nature 5 yet if you (hall command them,
| will fend you up two or three foris of our Englilh Cockle-
ftones of different Quarries, -nearly refembling one the other
and all of them very like a common fort of Sea-(hell, and yeI’t\
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if there fhall not be enough fpecifically to diftinguifh them,
and hinder them from being fampled by any thing of the
fpoils of the Sea or frefli waters or the land- (nails * my argu-
ment will fall, and | (hall be happily convinced of an Etv

rour,

Another £ written ofthe fame
Sept. 13.1671. enlarginghisformer Communic
75* about Vegetable Excrefcencies, and Ichneumon-

Wormes.

SIR,
TN my laft Paper about Vegetable , I was wholly
1 filentofthe opinion, which is pleafed to fa-

vour 5 and becaufe that worthy Gentleman hath fo far made it
probable, that nowit feems only to depend upon the good
fortune of Tome lucky Obferver,Jam willing to reaffume my
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have
made of the Birthsof Ichneumonstlo
belief, that they have away yet unheeded, whereby they do as
boldly, asfubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies ofIn-
fers and parts ot Vegetables.
A fifth and laft propofition ofthat Paper* was,that the *
fiance ofmany VegetableExcrefcencies to be
* See Xumk.  thefood of thervorms to befoun.i in them. My mean-
m0' Raz4*  ing was, thatthe fubftance of the Vegetable Ex*
crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were
to be found,was rather augmented, than diminifhed or worm.-
eaten. And the like conformity of their feeding within In-
feds is well obferved by Mr. Willoughby *, that
* stt  abowein  the impregnated Caterpillars feem not to be con*
thisvery Traft*  cerned, though their bodies are full of InfeCb of
a quite different kind, but go on as far as they
may towards the atchievemenc of the perfection of their
own fpecies. Thus I have feen aPoppy-head fwoln to a mon-
ftrous bulk, and yet all the Cells were not receptacles of
neumon*, but feme had good and ripe feed in them* | fhall
n .t lefu'e Mr, Willoughby ( though you know upon what

grounds



