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Some Additions o/AA\Lyfter tohis former Communications about 
Vegetable Excrefcencies, and Ichneumon W afps; together 

with an InquiryMwrmfiag Tarantula's, and -
tber Musk-fentdtHnfedfc : transmitted to tbe Publijher from 

Y o ik in  tm  Letters, o f Qftobi6. and 28 .1671*

TheExtraU o f one o f Letters:

this Letter may not be without all matter of Phi- 
J|[ lofophy, you may take an oecafion to put th is lj^ r*  

to yourcurrefpondents of Italy, viz.
Whether tbe Tarantula be not a ( that is , a fix­

eyed skipping Spider) as Matthiolus and others feem to tell us > 
if fo,* whether fome later Authors impofe not on us by giving 
ui aC u tro r Figure o f a Net or Reticulum hich our
Engitfh Phalangia are never (that I know of obferved to 

* weave or make ufe o f  in hunting ) and whether the perfou 
bit by a Tarantulâbe not ever, when on his feet, difpofed to
and actually dancing after the nature o f  a which
never moves but by skippings $ even as it happens with fuch 
that are bitten by a Mad Dog, who have been fometimes ob* 
ferved to bark like a dog38tc* And if fo,what we are to  think 
and credit concerning fuch and fuchMufical tunes, faid to  be 

»moft agreeable and tending to the Cure o f perfons bit by a 
Tarantula?

But next among other things,! had the good fortune to pre- 
'fent Mr. Willoughby giving m ethe honour o f  two vifits, with a

M usk-Ant * an Infetft Obferved by me no t 
moreluXinfe&s many days before his firft vifit t And though I 

Nam 74. p.%2%9. cannot fend you the In fe rs  themfelves, as 
l6' having parted with all I had , yet I will the 

N ote, vi\,
Septemb. 2» I found in a Sandy Ditchsbank, die firft hol­

low beyond the Ring*houfes in the high-road to a<
bout a mile and an half from ¥or\, a fort of exceeding 

'final 1 Pt/mires (by which note alone 1 think they may be fut- 
ficiently diftinguifh’c from all at leaft that I  have Teen,)

Thofe
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( 3  ®o*) _
Thofc without wings ware o f a light^yelloworflaxen, and 

being broken at on's noftrils they emitted, like others, an acid 
orfow re fen t; but thofeof the fame bank with wings, were 
cole-black, and theie, bruifed and fraelc to j emitted fo fra- 
erant a fmell like rarw^that I muft confefs they were too ftrong 
For me to endure: yet having kept them lbme time by me,the 
more delicate lex were not difpleafed with the Imell, And 
an Apothecary in this City, famous for his diligence in Chy* 
miealOperations, did compare them (unfeen and uoc yet 
made known to him) to an excellent balfom , he is wont to

p f Mr ,U rtlloughby inform'd m e , that he had found the Goat-
chafer or Sweet beetle * out o f feafon as to thac
fm ell; and thereupon asked me, what Lhad ob-
ferved as to the time o f their Iweeteft and Itrong- aw0. attd N,
eft imelling i Unfwer'd, that 1 believed it to be t f .pMtu
at the time of the Coit, for afmuchasat that time,
when I took them highly perfumed,! had obferved the female
fullofEgg.

Tie Exit aft of the other Letter:

T  Send you a fecond paper about Vegetable 5
—- p  1 the fliortnefsof the former * and fotne *of 
thfngs therein , perhaps liable to Exception , ^ “ b‘ P-
obliging me thereto* [ 1

Concerning the fifth and laft propofuion o f the /r/Z-paper, 
it might be more intelligibly expreffed thus, That the 
fubftance or fibrous part o f  many Vegetable Excreicencies 
feemi not to be the food o f the worms found in them : My 
meaning is, that the worms in thofe Vegetable Excrefcencies, 
which produce Ichneumons (to  which kind o f Infitft we would 
limit this propofition, and therefore expunge all other in- 
ftances,) thefe worms, I fay, do not feem to devour the Tub- 
ftaoce or fibrous part o f them, as other worms eat the Ker­
nels of nuts, &c. but that (what-ever their manner of feed, 
ingis and we doubt not but that they are nouriih't in and 
upon fome part of thentj) the Vegetable Excrefcencies ftill
mightily increale in bulk, apd rife as the worms feed, m  

” X x x  Ic
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C. 3004 > 7
I t is obfervable (to endeavour a Solution) that fome o f  the 

Jtbneumons delight to feed o f  a  liquid matter, as the Eggs o f  
Spiders, the juices (if  not Eggs) within the bodies o f  Cater­
pillars and Maggots : Whence we conjecture, that thofe o f 
the fame Genus, to be found in Vegetable Excrefcencies, may 
in like planner fuck-in the juices o f the equivalent parts o f  
Vegetables* And this the dry and fpongy texture of fome o f 
thole kind ofExcrefcencies feerns to evince: For, if  you cut 
in pieces a Wildpoppy*head,  for example, (or the great and 
foft balls o f the Oak) you l find in thofe partitions, wherein 
thefe worms are lodged, nothing but a pithy fujbftance like 
that o f young Elder j and if there chance to be any cells yet 
unfeifed, (which I have fometimes obferved)the feeds therein 
will be found yet entire and ripe. Whence very probably they 
feed upon or fuck*in by little and little the yet liquid pulp o f 
the tender feeds,and leave the fubftance or fibrous part to be 
expanded int* aa Excrefcence* 3

As for matter of F ad , to clear the truth o f that opinion, 
that the divers races o f Ichneumons are generated by their 
fpeCbive Animal-parents, and particularly that thofe, which 
the divers Excrefcencies o f  Vegetables produce, are not 
plantigenous, lam  in great hopes, tfieinftance o f  Poppy-beads 

fwoln into Excrefcencies, will favour us the next feafon* My 
expedation is chiefly grounded upon the condition and na­
ture m  £̂ at plant* 5 which is fuch, that nothing can pierce 
the skin o f it and wound it but it muft neceflarily leave a mark 
o f its entry, the milky juice fpringmg upon the ligh tei pun­
cture, and drying and concreting fuddainly into a red fear ; 
And this, I think, I may affirm,that of the many heads grown 
into Excrefcencies, which I gathered this Summer, all had 
more or lefs o f  thofe marks upon them. But our aim is here 
only to make way for the Obfervation againft the next 
feafon , to  which purpofe alfo we propofe the following 

Q u a r t 's  s T O  ' •

u  Whether the fhagged balls o f  the Wild 7{ofe are not Ex­
crefcencies grown from the bud and very fruit o f the plant • 
like as the Wild-Poppy-hcads are apparently not for worms 
but feed,. 11

2. Whether,
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( zm)
2, Whether the large and foft balls of tlje O ak are not in 

like manner the bud and acorn with all the parts o f  a fprout- 
ing branch* thus monftroafly perverted from  the firft defiim 
of naturer* - 5

3* Upon what parts o r juices the w orm s, fupt
pofed to be thruft into Caterpillars and other Maggots, can 
be thought to feed : And whether there be not adually Eggs 
in Caterpillars and Maggots (as ther»s are to be obferved in 
their refpedive Ckry(atus)fufficient to ferve them for food > 

Concerning the name although I could willingly
refer you to Mr. J{ay9 who is another 3 yet for pre-
fent fatisfadion I Ihall tranferibe what the Excellent Critique 
G* Vojjius faith (c»i 6.de Inimmtia*) Ichneumon (i.*e: Pha­
raonic five Mgyptiacm) Crocodili (3 ova , unde Hit
Ichneumonis nomen9 quafi.dicas Indagatorem : )
deeperta utriufque ova content3 ut ̂o de Ve­

nation* - Nicander tamen ait, eum A[pidu ova burnt mandate. 
Now  a like Obfervation of certain In fed so f theW afp- 

kind, made no doubt by fome o f  the Ancients,occafioned the 
application o f that name to Wafps as well as to that 
Moufe♦ Yet cannot I remember to have met with in any o f  

the Antients of more than one text concerning thofe Wafps 3 
viz. ArijlotJetiift.Anim.l^C',10. which Pliny (vid. lib.i i.c*2i.) 
hath rendred, in a manner verbatim, thus: qua fchneu-
mones vocantur (fun* autem minor es alia) genus ex
araneis permunt^ phalangium aprpeUatum, & in nidos fuos ferunt ;
deinde illinunt9 1$ exits, incub undo 9 fuu

How far this relation is tru e , and agreeable to modern 
Obfervations, we (hall have perhaps occalion to difeourfe o f  
elfe-wherej O ur defign here is only to tell you, that we have 
enough to make us believe, that thofe very Infeds, we have 
been treating o f ,  a re , for k in d , the o f the
Antients^

Xxx 2 An Acco
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