
( 6 I 58 ) . 
An .Account ef fame of the Natural tbing1, with whic? !he Intel

ligent and Inquifltive signor ~aulo Boccon~, of S1c1~y, hath 
lately prefented the Royal Society, and enriched their R.epoji-

tor;. 
· A Moogft the many curiofities, makiog up this handfom 
-1- Prefent, we {hall here particularly take notice of thefe 
following : 

1. Of the un-common pieces of Coral red and white; of 
both which fome are ramified in folid maff'y bodies ; others 
(the rarer fort,) are Corallfn iocrufi:ations upon truly wood
den and bracchy fiicks,aod do terminate in fmall and reader 
Gorall in buttons or flowers; in fome of which the Pref enter 
affirm'd to bave, upon fqueezing them,found a JaaeotH Juice. 
Himfelf having been prefent at the Coral-fifhing io theChan
nel of Meffina, which foparates Calabria from Sicily,rclates io 
a letter of his, written on that fubjclt to Signor Mar'chetti, 

- Profe{for of the Mathematiques at Pifa, that, before the Co .... 
ra l-fiLhers drew their nets out of the water, he immcrfed 
his hand and arm ioto the Sea to feel, whether the Coral was 
foft under the water before it was drawn up into the air, aod 
found it altogether hard, except the round end, above-men
tioned under the name of button; which having been bruifod 
with his nails, he found it made up of five or fix little cells, 
full of a white and fomewhat mucilaginous Jiquor,refemb1ing 
that milky J nice, found ia Summer in the long cods of the 
herb, call'd Fluvialu pijl:anafolih deflticnlatk, fpokel'I of by 
Joh Bauhi11111. This Coral1in juice he calls Leven, becaufe 
hJvit1g t,dted it himfelf, as well as the Mariners did, they 
:always found it of a flurp and adfiringent tafie, in fuch pie
c !l as came recently out of the Sea ; thofo that are dried 
l t fi .g hat part of the talte which is acrimonious, and re· 
tainin 01i!y thar which is adfh ing. nt: Which cl1angc of 
tan , h • ffi1 01~ i 0 be m idc in about fix hou rs • ft r I he Coral 
hit:1 been drawn up ; in v.hich tirrn: al fu th fj · Leven, that 
js irclofed in th pon s, is drkd, and h.nh c'.ang d its co
lour. He i111..lia<:£> (hongly to th opinion of 1holc who cc n
ceivc,that the lo"'g concoll ion of the frrmcct fixes the parts, 
and produces tbe red colcur, cfpeda lly being near to he 
hard cor· 1,and the red vermil lion, 1, hich furrounds it. 
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( 6 I 59 ) 

This Obferver, having engaged the ingenious Monfieur 
GuifonJ to impart to him his thoughts concerning that famous · 
OEcfiion,Whether Coral be a Vegetable, received for anfwcr, 
That 'tis fo far from being a Plant, that 'tis a meer Mineral, 
compofed of much Salt and a little Earth; and that 'tis form'd 
into that fubfiauce by a precipitation of divers Salls, that en
foes upon the encounter of the Earth with thofe Salts; after 
the manner of the known Metallique Tree, which in a very 
little time is form'd and increafcd by the fctling and combina
tion of Mercury and Silver, dHfolv'd in .Aquafortis,and after• 
wards cafi into common water; the parts of this Mineral and 
Metal joining thr.mklves to one another. Which thing alfo 
happens io fome fubterraneous Grotto\ wherr. by a continual 
and long fall of water-drops many forts of figures, and, a. 
mongfi them, fhapes of little trees are formed. This fenti. 
mcnt he confirms by alledging,that he can iliew a Salt of Co= 
ral,which,beiog c::.fi into water,and there diffolvrd 1 upon the 
evaporation of that water by a geotle heat is prefently coa
gulated, and converted into fiore of fmalJ fiicks) refembliog 
a little forrclt. 

l+ ~ certain fiooy fubfiance, that is fiffile, and hath the 
fcent of hitumrn, compHcated aod laid together membran
Jike, and ound in the Hyblean mountains of Sitily, near Alfi,, 

lelli, neighbouring upon the town of A11gufla) and the ancient 
M gara. Being burnt in a Candle, the bituminous fmeIJ will 
foon be perceived; and 'tis affirm'd)that this fiony body, be
ing recently fevcr'd horn its mine and bed, is flc:xible like pa· 
per; bu. being long expo(< d co the Air and Sun, becomes 
fra1 gible. And1he herbs, that grow on this fione,d o infinu. 
ate their fibers and roots between the feveral coats of the 
fame. It may deferve to have its ufes examined, there be-
ing found whol~ hillocks cover'd with it. . . . 

3. A not ordmaryfimgui-foga or Leech, found {hclung f ift 
in the fifh c. 11 d Xiphias or Sword-fi{h,flightly mention'd 6)7 
Gefoer in 1 is b 10k de Aq11atilib,u, and Johnflon in his b<iok d:! 

Pifc1b111. Our P1<.Jer.t,/ gives it th:- name u_f ll~rnc~o ~ir Acv,.r 

ct11t'Ut Hirmq1te pennattt, becanfC' of Hs work111g H felfmto the 
fldb,,rnd fucking the blood of the faid FiihHt dcfc ribcs it t 1 

be of &bout four inches long; the belly of it wr.ite~c r[J lJg i· 
ncus 
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( 6160 ) 
11ous anJ tranfparent; without eyes or head (that he could 
obferve ) but in fiead of a head>it bath a hollow foout encom
paffed ;ith a very hard membrane, differing in colour and 
fubfiarce from the belly; which foout it thrufis whole into 
the body of the fi(b, (as firongly as an auger is wound into a 
piece of wood,) and fills it fuJl of blood unto the very ori .. 
fice. It hath a tail fhaped like a feather, ferviog for its moti
oo,aod.,under it., two filaments or flender fibris, longer than 
the whole Infefr,whereby, it feems, it clings about fiones or 
herbs,and fiicks the clofer in the body of the Sword-fifh; of 
which it attacks thofr puts only, where the fins of the filb 
cannot touch or trouble it; the Obfcrver affirming, that he 
bath often found it fiicking in the back and in the belly, and 
fometimes clofe to the headJometimes clofe to the tail of that 
fiili,but always far ehough from the fins. Within its belly he 
noted forne veffels,like fmall guts,reachiog from one cud of it 
to the od1(!r, which by the prdfure of his nail he made reach 
to the orifi~c of (he foom, whence they retired back of them
feives ro thdr natural fci,uatioo; they feerning to be the in
firumencs for fucking the blood, becaule the fnout is in it ftlf 
an cm pty part>defiitute of fibres and val vcs to draw and fuck 
with; \Vhereas thefe viffds h1ve a motioo refembling that of 
a pump,in \\ hich the fi10ut of tiis an~m11 fervts for'a focker, 
draw:og the blood from one end to the other: And the belly 
of this lnfecl: being frJm::-d ring-wife, the firufture ferves co 
thrufi the faid iooc:r vdfds unto the orifice of the trunk, and 
to draw them back aoain. This creature is it torments the 

t, 

Swordfif11, fo it is,by our Obferv~rs relation,vexcd it fdf by 
another Infefr,which he calls a Lorrfe,of an afh colour, fall:ned 
towards the tail of this Leech as f.:rml y, as a foa-faail is to a 
rock.'Tis of the bigoefs of a pea)aod h1th an opeoing,wheoce 
come out m.rny finall winding a!:ld h:iiry threds. It hath not 
been obft·rved, ( as far as our Author could learn,) 
to trouble, or co be upon, any other anim,tl than this 
Leech. 

4. A p:1rcd of Sal Armoniac, brought away from Sici!J, 
where it h.id been gatl1cr'd in th·~ late fiery Eruption of 
~ OUIF .Jitna, luviog been there found copioufly, fome days 
M er th.1t th, fire was cxtinguifht, upon the furfJce of rhat 

ft:r .. 
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( 6161 ) 
fcrru~inous matter which was left of the burnt minerals.This 
Salt, hefaitb, was fome of it as yellow as faffron, forne Jike ci, 
Iron-colour, fome white, and fi,me grceoifb ; which colors 
though they may feem to come from the fevcral forts ofMin "s 
oflron,Brafs,&c, whencc theSalt ifiues;yet confideriog theEx· 
perimeot made with it by Signor Bor,e/li in his Hifiory of the 
late Burning of ..£tna ( of which an Account was given iu 
N11mb.7;. of thefe Tralts,) it was a Factitious Salt, fuch as is 
fold io lhops, being a concrete of Niter, Sulphur and Vitriol 
burnt and fublimed. For, it feems, when he found fo great 
a plenty of this SJlt, and had heard, that the force of Gun• 
powder was highly iocrcafed by the mixture of Sa/Armoniac, 
and thence conceived, that this Salt might have much con
tributed to the confla~atioo of this Mountain, and to the 
fufion of the fabulous,and the fluxing of the vitreous matter; 
he, for a tryaJ, added fome of this Sal Armoniac to pulveri. 
fed fu]phur aod niter; but found, to his amazement, that it 
was fo far from being kindled by fire, that it maoifefil y hin
d red the acccofioo of the Brimfionc aod Salt·ptter, which 
were even cxtioguifh't by it as if water had been powr·d on 
them: Aod the fame happeo'd, upon the addition of pow
der'd coals, wont to be mix'd in common gun-powder. 
Which Experiment, he adds, made him fufpefr, that rhis Sal 
.Armo11iac, found about ./Etna, had not been exificnt in thofe 
ea veros from the brgioniog, but that 'ds fafiitious, as was 
hiated above. 

For the other particulars of this Prefcnt, ccolifiiog of 
many Figur'd s1011e1, shell,, Glojfo-petrtH, Fijbe,, P/c111t1,Mi· · 
neralBezo11rdr of Sicily, &c; we thall not here enlarge upon , 
them, as being already dcfcribcd i J many Authors. 

/ 

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

12
 J

ul
y 

20
21

 




