
‘V ^ / -  . j ( 49* )
Wallet Effi Reg. S. Secret. (9.) An account of Ruminat
ing Man, latelyUving atIkiftol, given in to the R. So* 
piety by the Experiencedand lea Frederick Siare^M. D.
and Reg. Soc. S. (10.J A Letter from that incomparable 
Eptanift Mr, John Ray, R. S.Soc. giving an account of the 
Phycographia^ Dr.Leonard P lu k e n e t ,M .D .Pubhjbed.

An Account o f *a large and curious Map o f the Great 
Tartary, lately Publiflh'dm Holland, iyM. N I
CHOLAS WITSEN, being 
? f a Letter from the Author to the
Honourable Sir Ro b e r t  So u t h w e u  LQe\  

andPrefident of the Royal Society.. . /

The Honourable NICHOLAS WITSEN late 
into England* and now one o f the Principal 
of Amfterdam, having feat feveral of his New Maps of 
Tartary to the Fellows of the Royal Society,Honourable 
their Prefident, waspleafed to write unto him asfolloweth.

S i r ,
¥  Have lately had a great Effe& of your Bounty in the 
1 Maps of Tartary. ;;#This is Columbus like, the Difco- 
very of a New Worlds at leaft Tydings of thofe Parts, 
which from the beginning have layn^in the Dark. But 
the Enterprife being fo vaft , and the fuccefs fo unex
pected 5 the Pubiick are very impatient to be told by 
what Magick you have been able to matter this Work. 
For it looks in one Part no lefs difficult then a Geogra
phical Defcription of the Rptlom of the Sea 5 jp mean 5 
as to thofe impenetrable Deferts, the endlefs Boggs and 
Marfhes, the inaccefEble Mountains and thoft mighty 
Tra&s, which by their Climate are rendred uninhabita
ble v ftnee all thefe feem by Nature to have been con* 
demned to an everlafting Solitude. Now

 D
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C 493 ) g ' .
Now for the reft, when I eonfider that the Caravans 

paffing betweeh Mufcovy and China, are not frequent 3 
that they are confin’d to certain Paths and Lines o f Trade 5 
That the Merchants and common Travellers mind iio* 
thing but tfie Security and Certainty o f the Journey,* 
and the Profit that enfues j And that thofe who ftiould, 
inform them of Extents and Boundaries, are a Ramb
ling and uncultivated Generation, and of various Langua
ges. I f  after all thefe Impediments, you (hall yet be 
able to {hew the Credibility o f your Survey, you need 
think no more o f Fame, but only pray for Humility. #
fell " J f Vm*>* MV §

To which Mr. Witfen was pleafed the
Ej}e& fo.

S i b.,"- #
’/-f-rtlS  almoft 18 years fince I Travelled into

1 and being there merely for my own Satisfa&ion,
1 not only Converfed with the Inhabitants of thole Coun
treys, but with Tartars o f all forts. There l grew firft 
informed not only in the Sifoation of thofe Parts, but, 
o f  fuch Countries as lay very rem ote., I have not ceaf- 
ed fronHhat time, by various Metfipdst have found, to  
lend Letters unto, and receive Aniwers from the moft 
Northern,and N of th-Eaft parts o f the World. F ori have 
maintain’d a conftant Correfpondence 
can, Georgia^ Ifpahan, Polonia,, and Constantinople. I have 
bad Letters every year from Pekin, the chief City of 
China. \have gathered Volumes of Journal^ and Re- 

gifters, which (et forth the Names o f  Mountains, Rivers, 
Cityes and Towns, together with a vaff,number of 
Drafts made by my own Order, which defcribe the Ter* 
ritories that I have mentioned, 
t  ’Tis from this Fund, vi&hich has been gathering for fo 
many years, and by comparing and adjufting all thefe 
Materials, and by perfevering without intermiffion there
in, that the Map is made up.

F Aftet
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After all, I amftr from thinking it has no faults, *tis 

very well if fuch as are found, be not many, or very 
grots. I confefs my own greateft doubts are about Ithe 
ftretching of the Sea-Coafts. And *tis therefore that I 
exprefs them in a faint and pale Colour, to fignifie the 
uncertainty thereof. But as to the Latitudes, I  have 
more aflurance of their being well noted, and fufped 
but little miftakes; if  there be any therein.

I am yet in fufpence whether the North-Eaft-Point 
which you fee bearing off in the Map," may run quite 

^on to America$ or how far thither-ward i| may reach.
I formerly thought Nova had been a Conti-

nent, and when I wrote my Opinion herein to Mr, Olden* 
faurg, he put it into one of hisTranfa&ions.. But I have 
fince been better informed/* and if retraced that Error. 
And whereas the late Monfieur Voffms would needs per- 
fuade himfelf, as well as he did others to their^Ruine, 
that there was a paffage to Japan by the North, and 
that the TartarianCountreys behind Nova Zambia did im
mediately decline towards the South $ I did always op- 
pofe it, and think I can even demonftrate the Impofli- 
bility thereof. So jthat what he wrote to encourage" 
Mariners to. that attempt, was even dire&ing them to 
the point of Death, as it afterwards enfu’d.
’■ My intention -is, if I Live;,and may have leifure for 

it, to make feveral particular Maps of the fundry Coun
tries contained in this General One, and to give the De 
fibriptions* which appertain to each.
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