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k  2*8*r The Art o f making arid
potable, and fit for all ules in Food and Phyfick at 
rSjfr! * V " ; h  i  h

III. A Letter from Sir Robert Redding, late 
Fellow of the Rt S. concerning f  ear UFifbitig 
in the North of Ireland f the 
Fublifber by Dr. Lifter* R. S'.

Dear SIR,
JfYEing in the North in Augufl laft, and calling to re- 
o  membrance your Defires to have fome of the 
Mufcie-lhelb lent you wherein the Pearls were found, I 
flayed behind my Company one day like an old Hound 
from following the Stag, and bellowed it in Enquiries 
from others, and fome fmall Trials in the Rivers ; but 
having by me neither Queries to dired my Search, nor 
Books to inform me what had been delivered by others 
on this Subjed, l muft needs fall fhort in thole Points 
that are moft curious and moft wanting, and take no­
tice only of what is too common and moft known in 
the Natural Hiftory of thisShell-filh.

I have fent you four or five of the Shells, arid a few 
•of the Pearls, though clouded and little \worth, taken 
out of the River near iri the County of , 
in which County are four Rivers abounding with thefe 
Mufcles, all emptying themfelves into foyle,
whereon ftands th$Town of fo into the Sea.
There are alio other Rivers in the County of /, a
River near Dundalk, the Share running by Waterfoftfj 
the Lough called Lough-Lean in , which afford the
like Filh,* and no doubt there be many more that I do
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:(  M <*0
faot know: All thefe places are at the feet of Very great
Mountains/ it '■■$%*?3®$®^ m

The manner of their Fifiiing is not extraordinary, 
the poor People in the warm Months before Haryeft is 
ripe, whitft the Rivers are low and clear, go into the 
Water, Tome with their Toes, fqme with wooden 
Tongs, and fame by putting a fharpned Stick into 
the opening of the Shell take them u p : And although 
by common Eftimate not above one Shell in a Hundred 
may have a Pearl, and of thofe Pearls hot above‘one 
in a Hundred be tolerably dear| yet a vaft number of 
fair Merchantable Pearls, and too good for the Apothe* 
cary, are offered to Sale by thofe People every Sum­
mer Affize. Some Gentlemen of the Country make 
good Advantage thereof and my felf whilft there, law 
one Pearl bought for 50 Shillings that weighed 36 Car- 
rats, and was valued at 40 L and had it been as clear 
as fome others produced therewith, would certainly 
have been very valuable. Every body abounds with 
ftories of the good Pennyworths of the Country, but I 
will add but one more: A Miller took out a Pearl which 
he fold for 4 lj o 1. to a Manthatfold it for xo L who 
fold it to  the late Lady Glenanly for §o / . with whom I 
faw it in a Necklace; fhe reiufed 80 /.for It from the late 
Dutchefs of Ormond. I was informed that in the courfe 
of the River of about Sixteen Miles, there were many 
deep Pools, which could never have been fearched by , 
thefe unmechanical People, for whom I made a Dredge 
with fomeTeeth in the Knife of it to  rakethem out of 
the Sand, and in that only particular differing from the 
common Oyfler Dredge; as alfo little Hand-dredges, 
not unlike what T had Icen Men in the River q{ Thames 
taking up Ballaft with.
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I  tool up many young Mufcles, but th e^ ,b aYf 

never any Pearl in them* and do thjnk gej: iQti^Poi^l; 
or (mall Brook by the Rivers fide to preterve them ip, 
rather than to deftroy them un profitably.

The Natives, though very foul Feeders, will not eat 
the Filh, which feems to me to cut like the Oyfter,black- 
ilh green; and were it not toogreat aDigreffion from 
the Subject, and too offensive to good Stomachs, I coukL 
entertain you with their lad Fare, wtep Horfe** 
fielh dead of Difeales, and the Blubber of a Whale caft 
up by chance, (when it would fly upon the opening o f 
the Bung-hole o f the Barret, like .BptjJe Beer} was fo la te  
for, and begged for Food, fo lazy arid improvident 
many of them are. The Shell isfaftned with two Carr * 
tilages, one at each end, whereas the Oyfter and Seal- - 
lop are with one only in the middle. The natural Pp- 
fture they keep to, neither lying on the fide, as thole F 
(aw, or letup in the Sand like Eggs in Salt, with the 
(harp end downwards,and the opening fide turned from * 
the Torrent, as the People (ay, I leave to be further 
enquired into; but Haw them lying in part opened, 
and putting forth their White 5Fins like a Tongue put p£V 
the Mouth, which directs the Eye |  them in the.Wa- 
ter, being otherwife black as the (tones in the River. 4

The backs of the Shells Jjuft about the Hinges on which* 
the Valves, do open are all broken and bruiftd both young, 
and old, and filew the feveral Crufts and Scales that 
make the Shell, and is cauied (  I think till I know bet­
ter) by the many great (tones that are driven over them ? 
by theFloods which are moft impetuous after any little 
•Bain. v, ;

Yop will obferve the in-fidgs pf the (hells are of an * 
Oriental and . E^ldy Cplpur and ^bftaijice like a flat 
Pearl, efpecially when firfllppenfed ; 1 was told by
an ingenious Perfon living upon t̂he place, that he hgd  ̂

..... ^  ' observed*
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(  mi)
fdme fells' Hinder the firlVCoat a liquor 

*thdr and clear, that Would move1 upba
Hheffefltire of the finger* but that fuch a Mufclehfever 
had Bead, which* Liquor I Should t̂hink was the true 
^otftBr^PPearL lwf* r : V * ' §̂»;o^  *" . >

' If he ;paf t Vhiere the" Peatl lietfrnY iti' the Tce or lefler <J|
out of .the body

of the Fifli Between the two Films of Skins that line the 
(hell: f was careful to leave one Pearl in its Bed; but the 
jN̂{h flunks' fp ifeitrretiicly add fo footij, and fliruhk into 
hothirig^; that I fear it Will be hard to prefervd the parts 
xnitire lor the Infpe&ion.^^ ;
" Ibelieve that this Pearl anfwereth to the Stone in 
other Animals, and certainly like that edcreafeth by fe­
deral Crufts growing over one another, which appeareth 
h y  pinching the Pearl in a Vice, and the upper Coat 
"will crack and Ifeap away | s and this Stone is call off by 
the Mufcle, aiid voided as it is able ; and many Ihells 
thathave had Pearls in them are found now to have 
none, which will appear by thefe inftances., The (hells 
that* have the beft Pearls are wrinkled, twifted or bunch­
ed, and not fmooth and equal as thofe* that have none i 

you may obferve by one of tlie Shells herewith lent* 
of a lighter Colour than the reft ,• this ffiell y ielded a 
Pearl fold for” 12 /. And the crafty Fellows wall guels \ 
^  well by^the Ihefl̂  that though "you w atch them ne- 1 
ver krarefolly* they wjill t)pen foch fliells under the 

‘WateF, and put the Pearls in their Mouths,W other- 
wife conceal them. That lame perfon told me, that 1 
"when they have been taking up ihells, and believed 
by luch ftgns as I haveonentioned, that they were fore 
‘of good purchai, and refilled good Sums fof their 
ihares, that yet the^ found no Pearl at' all-in many of 
them.):? Upon DifcOurfe with an old Man that had1 been a  
long at thM Trade, he ad#ifedme to ftek not dnly ̂ te n  
the Waters were low, but in a dusky gloomy day a lfo jl i

' s > Left
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( 66y  y
Left, iaid ihe, ’ the Fi(h fee You, for then he will feed his 
Pearl in the fend: O f which! believed tkr more, than 
that feme: Mufeles had.voided their * Pearls, andfuch ‘ are 
often found in the Sands.1

I conceive that theft Pearl's if once dark will never be 
clear upon any alteration; in the Health or Age of the 
Mufcle,, or of the Mbop |  arid xthat if the firft Seed Be 
blacky all the Coats fujperindtieed will be fli‘11;clouded' ,* 
but yet would be gl'ad to b e d  ifaffed. in any further 
Enquiry of any amendment that may be made by the 
Seafon of the Year, Age of the Mobn or Fiih, or place 
in the Rivers, the bottoms whereof I obftrved to be part 
fandy, part ftony, and part- oufey-, and of a black 
Clay.

j It may fee alfq ponfidered, whether brackilh Water 
will alter the Colour k  for many Mufcles are driven 
down the Rivers Fotffor Five Miles within th&ffowing 
of the Tide, namely, to 4  plafcet called! 8he. "JSrtbbin̂  
where the greatefl: Salmon-fifhing is next to that of 
Cdleirain* ;

YoUsWift pbftrve t{ie fame Pearl clear at one end, and 
dark at the... other it . may be enquired whether the 
Colour ever chpged^ ftam one;. to the pther^or^was 
pritpigenialy as, they,ftill cqStipue^^ fta f t;c^ re  ypur. 
kindnefs in fending me, feme Head? of Enquiries,, for i 
have many Acquaintance upon the place,. widi’Oire&i- 
ons how I may preferve the Mufcle to fend you, and 
whether (upli jdai%. Pearly feay not be as proper for} the 
Apothecary^ as o th # .naorexlear,’ and.whai^et^^J^n? 
gines you-can direct us ynto to take them « t t | B  
place being deeper than iz Feet. ‘ 4 . V

I fend you alfb herewith? (bine Stones of am Amber 
Colour taken out
near LoughrNeafc, which1 the Country^People' te.lF* us, 
grow at the end of a little Rufli, and drop off, and are

ta>
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. 4-d&|̂  E^e, and good Fdt (jQl
feaows w ^  : 'tfiey look like the Germinations of l^rfie 
of your Salts, but In the tire flieWed iio figns thereof 
by crackling j  they are Electrical and Angular, and be­
ing pounded, the Powder is white. I haye feveral Stones 
and Minerals by me, which if l knew were acceptable 
to you, fhould be lent forwards; but I would gladly 
firtt be allured you are not difplealed with thele Trifles 
from
*ubun;m.n. '* * $ $ * :

i6 88.

lv. An Account of two Plants brought 
front the Cape of Go©d-hope, communicated 

.̂  by Dr. S lbahe ,. R,S £., vforom f‘>l, . \~t v.v
" i ' l l  v 4 k&fckjpto % |  &tih ryf * ' jjP -

A Lderman 0 ^ f e ^ ^ ^ r & i «  having favoured the 
x \  Itoyai Society to prefent .them (  among other 

'-h^turafltaflties) with two ffraindies of Trees and their 
Fruits, ferbtigj^ fey Ml. GW*
I^W hk^bM hg vfery ^rious^ndare not yetany wher^ 
peffedjy defcribed, it %asthoujgfe fit to publish their 
Figures and t>efcriptions; and that the rather, becairie 
the firft of‘them has been brought hither for Its Beauty 
Ih Pots, as well as railed in England from the Seed 
brought Frdm th i C a p e o f ^ G o o i d j  where ft is called

t h e  Silver TMic. • / . *

1 Conifer afalzds facfcy folio &  frultu^ tomento ferzceo, 
‘Sandicdiite} olduttis, femzne '  h  y  1 • ?  ^  ,
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