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I11. A Continuation of Mr.Clayton’/ Ac-

count of Virginia.
\

- Of the Beafls of Virginia.

["T""HERE were neither Horfes, Bulls, Cows, Sheep, see pbiUf.

1. or Swine, in all the Country, before the com-
ing of the Englijh, as | have heard, and have much jol.
realon to believe. But now amongft the Englijh Inha-
bitants there are good ftore of Horles, though they are
very negligent and carelefs about the Breed: It is true,
there is a Law, that no Horle (hall be kept Honed under
a certain fize, but it is not put in Execution. Such as
they are, there are good ftore, and as cheap or cheaper
than in England, worth about Five Pounds apiece. They
never Shoe them, nor Stable them in general; fome
few Gentlemen may be fomething more Curious, but
it is very rare; yet they Ride pretty fharply, a Planter’s
Pace is a Proverb, which is a good Iharp Hand-Gallop.
The Indians have not yet learned to Ride, only the King
of Pomonkie had got three or four Horfes for his own
Saddle, and an Attendant, which I think fliould in no
wife be indulged, for I look on the allowing them Hor-
fes much more dangerous than even Guns and Pow'-
der.

V/ild Buds and Coms there are now in the uninhabi-
ted Parts, but fuch only as have been bred from fome
that have ftrayed, and become Wild, and have propa-
gated their kind, and are difficult to be fttot, having a
great Acutenefs of Smelling. The Common Rate of a
Cow and Calf, is jo s. fight unfeen, be fhe big or little,
they are never very Curious to Examine that Point.

Their Sheep are of a midling fize, pretty fine fleeced
in general, Nind moft Perfons of Eftate begin to keep

T Y Flocks,
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Flocks, which hitherto has not been much regarded, be-
caufe of the Wolves that deftroy them; fo that a piece
of Mutton is a finer Treat, than either Yenifon, Wild-
Gqofe, Duck, Widgeon, or Teal.

Elke, 1 have heard of them beyond the Inhabitants,
and that there was one prefented to Sir William :
which he fometime kept.

Deer, there are abundance of brave Red Deer, fo that
a good Woodfman, as they call them, will keep a Houle
with Venifon; the Indians, they lay, make Artificial
forts of Heads of Boughs of Trees, which they Conle-
crate to their Gods, and thefe they put on to deceive
the Deer when they go a Shooting, or Hunting, as they
call it, and by mimiking the feeding of the Deer, they
by degrees get within Shot.

Swine, they have now in great abundance, Shoats, or
Porkrels are their general Food ; and I believe as good
as any Weftphalia, certainly far exceeding our Englijb.

Rackoone, | take it to be a Species of a Monky, fome-
thing lefs than a Fox, gray-hair’d, its Feet formed like
a Hand, and the Face too has likewife the refemblance
of a Monkies, befides being kept tame, they are very
Apilh : They are very prejudicial to their Poultrey, as
I remember. ' :

An Opoffom, as big, and fomething fhaped like our
Badgers, but of a lighter Dun colour, with along Tail
fomething like a Rat, but as thick as a Man’s Thumb j
the Skin of its Belly is very large, and folded fo as to
meet like a Purfe, wherein they fecure their Young
whilft little and tender, which will as naturally run thi-
ther, as Chickens to aHen; in thefe falfe Bellies they
will carry their Young; thefe alfo feed on, and devour
Corn. , o=

Hares, many will have them to be a Hedge-Rabbet,
but | know not what they mean thereby. | take them
to be a perfed Species of Hares, became# have feen

N Leverets
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Leverets there with the white fpot in the Head, which

the Old ones have nor, fo it is in England; and the
Down is perfectly of the colour of our Hares,they fit as
our Hares do, and make no Holes and Burrows in the
Earth; true, they are but about the bignefs of an
Rabbet, and run no fafler; they generally rake into
lome hollow Tree within alittle fpace, which then the
People catch by gathering the withered Leaves, and fet-
ting them on fire within the hollow of the Tree, and
fmoaking of them fo till they fall down. Sometimes
they take long Bryars, and twill them in the Down and
Skin, and fo pull them forth.

Squirrelsthere are three forts. The firfl is the great
Fox Squirrel, much larger than the Englijh, and gray,
almoft as a common Rabbet. Thefe are very common,
| have eaten of them at the bell Gentlemens Tables,
and they are as good as a Rabbet. The Second is the
Flying Squirrel, of a lighter Dun colour, and much lefs
than the Englijh Squirrel; the Skin on either fide the
Belly extended is very large betwixt the fore-leg and
hind-leg, which helps them much in their skipping from
one Bough to another, that they will leap farther than
the Fox-Squirrel, though much lefs, yet this is flill ra-
ther skipping than flying,though the diftindlion be well
enough. The Third is the Ground-Squirrel, 1| never
faw any of this fort, only I have been told of them,
and have had them thus defcribed to me, to be little
bigger than a Moufe, finely fpotted like a young Fawn;
by what | further apprehended, they are an abfolute
Fort of Dor-Moufe, only different in colour.

Musk-Rats, in all things fhaped like our Water-Rats,
only fomething larger, and is an abfolute Species of Wa-
ter-Rats, only having a curious Musky fcent: | kept one
for a certain time in a W'ooden Cheft; two days before it
dyed it was extraordinary Odoriferous, and fented the
Room very much; but the day that it dyed, and a day

T i after
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after the (cent was very fmall, yet afterwards the Skin
was very fragrant; the Stones alfo fmelt very well.
They build Houfes as Beavers do, in the Marlhes, and
Swamps (as they there call them) by the Water-Tides,
with two or three ways into them, and they are finely
daubed within ¢ | pulled one in pieces purpofely to fee
the Contrivance: There were three different Lodging
Rooms, very neat, one higher than another, as | con-
ceive purpofely made for Retirement, when the Water
rifes higher than ordinary ; they are confiderably large,
having much Tralh and Lumbre to make their Houles
withal, | fuppofe they live moflly on Fifli.

Batts, as | remember at lead two forts ; one alarge
fort with long Ears, and particularly long flragling hairs.
The other much like the Englijh, fomething larger |
think, very common.

I never heard of any Lions, they told me of a Crea-
ture killed whilft I was there, in County,
which | conceived to be a fort of Pard, or Tyger.

Bears there are, and yet but few in the Inhabited
part of Virginia; towards Carolina there are many more.
There was a fmall Bear killed within three Miles of
Jamef City the Year that | left the Country, but it was
fuppofed to have ftrayed, and fwam over
They are not very fierce, their Flefh is commended for
a very Rich fort of Pork, but the lying fide of the Bear,
as | remember, & but half the value of the other,
weighti for weight.

There are feveral forts of Wild Cats, and Toll-Cats.

Beavers build their Houles in like manner as the
Musk-Rats do, only much larger, and wi(;h pieces of
Timber make Dams over Rivers; as | fuppofe either to
preferve their Furrs dry in their pallage over the Rivers,
otherwife to catch Fifh by ftanding to watch them there-
on, and jumping upon them on a fudden ; they are
very fubtil Creatures, and if half of the Stories be true

till8 that



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 21 July 2021

(“*)
that | have been told, they have a very Orderly Go-
vernment amongft them,- in their Works each knows
his proper Work, and Station, and the Overfeers beat
thole Young Ones that loiter in their Bufmefs, and will
make them cry, and work ftoutly.

Wolves there are great (lore; you may hear a Com-
pany Hunting in an Evening, and yelping like a pack
of Beagles; but they are very cowardly, and dare fcarce
venture on any thing that faces them, yet if Hungry,
will pull down a good large Sheep that flies from them.
| never heard that any of them adventured to fet on
Man or Child.

Foxes, they are very much like ours, only their Furr
IS much more grizled, or gray; neither do | remember
ever to have feen any Fox-holes, but of this I am not
pofitive. X

Every Houfe keeps three or four Mungrel Dogs to
deftroy Vermin, luch as Wolves, Foxes,Rackoons.Opoffoms,
&c. But they never Hunt with Hounds, 1fuppofe, be-
caule there are fo many Branches of Rivers, that they
cannot follow them. Neither do they keep Grey- .
Hounds, becaufe they fay, that they are fubjeft to break
their Necks by running againft Trees, and any Cur will
ferve to run their Hares into a hollow Tree, where af-
ter the aforefaid manner they catch them.

They have great ftore both of Land and Water
Tortoifes, but they are very Email, | think I never faw
any in that Country to exceed a Foot in length; there
is alfo another fort of Land-Tortoifo, different from the
common fort/ with a higher ridged Back, and fpeckled
with red fort of Spots.

Frogs they have of feveral forts, one of a Prodigious
I"rgenefs, Eight or Ten times as big as any in England,
and it makes a ftrange noife, fomething like the Bellow-
ing of a Bull, or betwixt that, and the hollow founding
noife that the Englijb Bittern makes.

Another
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Another very common fort, which they call
becaufe black, but I think differs nothing from our black
Frog. They have Toads alfo like ours in England-, and
another fmall fort of Frog, which makes a noift like
Pack-Horfe Bells all the Spring long. Another little
green Frog, that will leap prodigioufly, which they
therefore call the Flying Frog. There is frequently
heard in the Woods a lhrill fort of noife, much like that
which our Shrew-Moufc makes, but much {harper; |
could never learn the certainty what it was that made
this noife, it is generally in a Tree, and fome have af-
ferted to me, that it was made by the green Frog, yetl
| fcarcely believe it. Mr Bllured r
made by a fort of Scaraleus Beetle, that is | think full
as big-as the Humming-Bird; but neither do | believe
that, and for this Reafon, for I never faw that Beetle fo
low as the Salts, but always as high up inthe Country
as theFrelhes, and' that noife is frequent all over the
Country.

Lizards, that are gray, and very common, the Snakes
feed much on them, for I have taken feveral of them
but of the bellies of Snakes.

Snakes about feven feveral forts. The Rattle-Snake,
fo called from certain Rattles at the end of the Tail;
theft Rattles feem like fo many periffied Joynts, being
a dry Husk over certain Joynts, and the common Opi-
nion is, that there are as many Rattles or Joynts, as
the Snake is Years old; | kill’d four or five, and they
had each eleven, twelve, or thirteen Joynts each, but
the Young ones have no Rattles of a Year or two, but
they may be known notwithftanding, being very regu-
larly diced or checker’d, black, and gray on the backs :
The OIld (hake and Oliver theft Rattles with wonderful
ni'mblenefs when they are any ways difturbed; their
bite is very deadly, yet not always of the lame force,
but more or lefs Mortal, accordingly as the Snake is in

. [ | force
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force or vigour « and therefore in June or July much
worfe, and more Mortal, than in March and April.
This Snake is a very Majeftick fort of Creature, -and
will fcarce meddle with any thing unlefs provoked,
but if any thing offend it, it makes direfUy at them,
| was told a pleafant Story of an Old Gentleman, Col.
Cleyhorn as | -remember was his Name, the fame that
fent the Rattle-Snakes to the Royal Society fome Years
fince. He had an odd Fancy of keeping fome of thefe
Snakes always in Barrels in the Hoiife, and one time an
Indian pretending to Charm them fo as to take them
by the Neck in his* hand without biting of him 5 the
Old Gentleman caufed a Rattle-Snake to be brought
forth, the Indian began his Charm with a little Wand,
whisking it round and round the Rattle-Snake’s Head,
bringing it by degrees nigher and nigher, and at length
flung the Switch away, and whisked his Han about in
like manner, bringing his Hand nigher ftill and nigher,
by taking lefs Circles, when the Old Gentleman imme-
diately hit the Snake with his Crutch, and the Snake
fnap’d the Indian by the Hand,and bit him very fharply
betwixt the Fingers, .which put his Charm to an end,
and he roaredout*, but ftretch’d his Arm out as high as
he couid, calling for a firing, wherewith he bound his
Arm as hard as poffibly he could, and clapt a hot burn-
ing Coal thereon, andTinged it ftoutly, whereby he
was cured, but looked pale a long while after, And |
believe this truly one of the beft ways in the World of
Curing the Bite either of Viper or Mad Dog. | was
with the Honourable Rfqulre , when he made cer-
tain Experiments ofcfcuring the Bite of Vipers, with
certain Eaft-India Snake-ftones, that were fent him by
King James the Second, thejC*ueen, and fome of the
Nobility, ‘purpofely to have film try* their Vertye and
Efficacy : For that end he got fome brisk Vipers*-and

made them bite the Thighs of certain Pulleft, and the
Breafis
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Breads of others; he applyed nothing to one of the
Pullets, and it dyed within three Minutes and a half, as
| remember 5 but | think they all recovered to which
he applyed the Snake-{tones, though they turned won-
derful pale, their Combs, &c. immediately, and they
became extream Tick, and purged within halt an hour,
and the next Morning all th™ir Flelh was turned green
to a wonder, neverthelefs they recovered by. degrees:
The manner of the Application was only by laying on
the Stone, and by two crofs-bits of a very flicking Dia-
tulum Plaiftcr binding it on, which he let not lye on
pad an hour or two, but I think not fo long, took the
Stone,off, and put it into Milk for feme time/ fome
Stones were of much ftronger Venue than others. |
propofed a piece of unquench’d Lime-ftone to be apply’d
to fee whether it-might not prove as powerful, but
know not whether ever it was tryed ; but here on tel-
ling Mr. Boyle the Story of this Indian* he approved
the Method of Cure, and faid, an adtual Cautery was
the molt certain Cure. Tne .Poifon, both of Viper and
Mad-Dog (as I conceive) kill by thickning of the Blood,
after the manner that Runnet congeals Milk when they
make Cheefe. Vipers, and all the Viperous Brood, as
Rattle-Snakes, that are deadly, have | believe their
Poifonous Teeth Fiftulous, for fo | have obferved that
Vipers Teeth are, and the Rattle-Snakes very remark-
able, and therefore they Kill fo very fpeedily by inject-
ing the Poifon through thofe Fifluloos Teeth into the
very Mafs of Blood; but the Bite of Mad-Dogs is oft
of long continuance before it get into and corrupt the
Mafs of Blood, being it flicks only to the out-fides'of
the Teeth, and therefore when they bite through any
thicknefs of Cloaths, it rarely proves Mortal, the Cloatbs
wiping the Poifbn off before it come to the Flefh. r A
Girle that was bit about Hew-Years Day, continued well
till IVhitfontide, when coming to fee certain Friends in
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our Parts, fhe fell very ill, and being a Poor Girle, they
came to me -it pleated God | recovered her. Sometime
after ftie returned to give me thanks for faving her Life,
being two Perfons that were bit with the fame Dog,
were dead, whiift fhe remained under Cure, and there-
fore Ihe was the fuliier convinced (he owed her Life to
me ; but of this I Ihall give a more particular Inftance
by and by. But the.Poifons of Vipers teems t6 be like
the injecting of Liquors into the Veins of Creatures:
Dr. Moulin and I made many Experiments of this Na-
ture together, and J haVfe made many more by my telf.
We once | remember injedted half a Dram of Allom in-
to the Jugular-Vein of a Dog before the Royal Society,
(the Allom being only diftblyed in a little Water) which
within fomething lefs than one Minutes time was fo ab-
foluely dead, as not to have the lead Convulfive Mo-
tion ; and | have done the like with many other things
befides Allom, but with fome things it is more curdled
and broken, than With others; and Will differ much both
as to colour and confidence. . Salt-Petre kill's much
as quickly-as Allbm, blit. thEn'the Blood" in the Heart
looks very florid, fmobtti, and even. | wifh fome Per-
fon of Obfervation and Leifure Would profecute thefe
forts <f Experiments, and make Inje&ions of the feve-
ral things mod ufed in PI*fick into the Veins of Crea-
tures, both in different quantities, and‘ into different
Vefos, as into the Thigh-veins of Idme Dogs, and Ju-
gulars of fome others, and in, much lefler quantities of
fuch things as kill fuddenly; for in the little time | have
fpent in thefe forts of, Experiments, T eafily perceive no-
table DifcOveries might be made thereby; One Dog
that lived became .Lame and Gouty; another with
Qufofc Silver died, in about- Sixteen Weeks time, Con-
fumptive, and I difcovered Quick-Silver in the Impo-
ftumated parts of his Lungs. Queryy Whether fome,
Perfons.that have been Flux’d,” or ufed Quick-Silver

V Oynt-
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Oyntmenrs, and the like,, and afterwards become Con-
fumptive, owe not their Diftemper to the abufive ufe
of a molt Excellent Remedy. Much after the fame man-
ncr, the fubtile Quick-Silver getting into the Mafi of
Blood by degrees, through its ponderofity fettles in the
Lobes of the Lungs, and caufes Ulcers there. But to
return : The Poifon of Vipers and Mad Dogs | fuppofe
kill by thickning of the Blood, as many Malignant Fe-
vers alfo do; in all which cafes, | look on Volatil Salts
to be the propereft Phyfick, as keeping the Blood from
congealing. | had a fingular In[lance hereof in a Gen-
tleman of Torkfbire, bit with a Grey-Hound on the
Thurfday, not three Minutes before the Dog died mad,;
he bit him in feveral places of the Hands, as he was gi-
ving him a Remedy: The Monday following'the Gen-
tleman was very ill, and came to our Town to an Apo-
thecary his Acquaintance, who knowing noPWhat to do,
defired my Afliftance. When | came, the Gentleman
could talk, but every two or three Minutesj he had vio-/
lent Fits, and would tell us when they Were over, that
His B-ains worked like; Birme in an Ale-Fiat, and leemed
to froth up at every Fir. The Apothecary had no Vola-
tile Salt of Vipers;fo Itook the Volatile Salt of Amber,
and ordered him Ten Grains in Treacle-Water every half
hour: He told me every Dofe feemed to clear his Brain,
and cool it as perfe&ly, as if a Bafon of cold Water
were poured on his Head, tea* it returned fey degrees
again * Having then a Volati*Salt by me that Vomits
very%fffT, | gave him a Dofe thereof; it worked very
well, and he was very much better after it: | then or-
dered him to continue the Volatile Salt of Amber on<;e
every four hours, and at each two hours end, that is,
betwixt? Spec. Pferes ArchonticoH and Rue ponder'd ana
gr. iy. whereby he was Ib well recovered, that within
tvwo days he would needs go home, to look after fome
urgent Affairs, and afterwards found himfelf fo well,

* that



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 21 July 2021

C

that he forgot to return, and perfcft the courfe; and |
heard no more of him for half a Year, when 1was
fetch’d bne Morning to him in great haft. He had been
abroad, play’d the Good*Fellow, and in his return home,
having rode a great days Journey, being weary, and |
fuppole finding himfelf indifpofed, he ftaid all Night ia
our Town, it being fortunately in his way. In the
Morning when he fhould have got up, he could not
ftand, whereupon the Apothecary was fent for, and a
Surgeon to Blood him, which was accordingly done,, but
he grew worfe; for in this cafe | look upon Bleeding
to be very prejudicial, as well as in moft Malignant Fe-
vers, for thereby the Spirits are diminifhed, and the
Blood congealed the fboner.When they had done all they
could; and the Symptoms ftill increased, they at length
fent for me. | never few Manor Creature in that Agony
in all my life,that | found him in,fenlelefs,and mad, when-
at beft, but every Minute the fierceft fhiverings ran
through'him, his Eyes would firft roll and then fet, as
If ready to ftart out of his Head, but above all, the Swel-
ling and Lu&ation at his Breaft,wasas if he would burft,
which went off with a’prodigious figh: All this I judge
the EfTe&s of the Heart labouring to difcharge itfelf of
the ftagnating Blood, and the Nervous Convulfions as
confequences thereof. And | am the more confirmed in
this, from what I few in a Woman that was bit alfo with
a Mad-Dog in the Leg, and fell ill the very day that fhe
had paid the Chirurgeon for her Cure;and n'otwithftand-'
ing all that could be done; growing worfe, they fent for
me ; | went, and found her with what is called a Hydro-
pobiaz She would look earneftly after Drink or Water,
and feem to deftre it, -but as (bon as fhe began to drink,
away it went, beit what it would, with the greateft vio-
lence fhe could poffibly fling iff | gave her the Vomit
hereafter and alfo before mentioned, but fhe got but little
of it down, ‘and | had no more with me; nevertheless*
Vi it
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it fb brought her to her felf, thlt foe could anfwer Que-
ftions, and I asked her, whether (he was afraid of the
Drink and Water, when (he flung the Cups in that
violent manner from her ? She faid.No; but when fhe
offered to drink, her Breaft and Heart would not let her.
| asked, whether through any Averfion or Fear ? She.
faid, No, lhe was very Thirfty; but when foe offered
to drink, it ftruck to her Heart, and (lopped her Breath.
That is, as | apprehend, the cold Drink paffing down
the Throat ftruck a chilnefs in the Blood, and made it
readier to ftagnate: befides the very a<ft of Drinkings
hindring the free breathing, conduced alfo much theretoy
and therefore the Heart was fo (uddenly opprefs'd, that
foe could not forbear flinging away whatever foe had in
her Hand. She complained alfo of a great rigour and
ftiffnefs or ftraitnefs of-the Muffles of her-Breaft, fo that
poflibly the Spirituous Liquor that flows in the Ge/tut
Nervofum may be congealed as well as the Blood; or the
fame Effects may be (uppofed notwithftanding to be the
refulc of the condenfed Blood clogging both the Heart
and Lungs, fo that the Breaft may feem to be ftraitnedt
therewith. The fame | judge to be the caufe of all the-
violent Luxations in this Gentleman, whole Fingers It
looked on, and found the places where he had formerly
been bit, turned blackifo, and much inflamed about them,
which confirmed me in my fentiment, that it was a re-
lapfe of his former Diftemper, that is, of the Bite of
the Mad-Dog. | told them, if any thing in the World
would fave his Life, Ijudged it muft be the former Vo»
mit of Volatile Salts; they could not. tell what to do,
neverthelefs fuch is the Malignancy of the World, that
as foon as it was given, they ran away and left me,
faying, he was now certainly a dead Man, to have a
Vomit given in that condition ; Neverthelefs it pleafedi
God that heibortly after cried, Thu Fellow in the Black
hat dont me good, and after the firft Vomit, came fo to

himfelf,
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himfclf, as to know us gll. I \)/omited him every other
day with this Vomit for three times, and made him in
the Interim to take Volatile Salt of Amber, and the
aforefaid Ponders, and to walh his Hands, and Sores in
a ftrong Salt Brine; to drink Pollet-drink with Sage and
Rue, and by this courfe, and the Blefling of God, his
Life was faved, and he perte&ly cured, tor it is now
four Years fince, and he had had no Relapfe. | have
cured leveral others by the fame Method. Coll. Spencer,
the Secretary of State in Virginia, @ very Serious and
Ingenious Gentleman, told me, that his Servant brought
him word once that a Sow having farrow’d, a Rattle-

Y Snake was got into the Den, and had kill'd the Piggs.

The Colonel went to fee the Snake, which they faid
was Hill coyl'd in the Den; there followed them two or
three Mungrel Curs, and they let one of the Dogs at
the Snake, which was too quick for the Dog, and fnapt
him by the Nofe, whereupon he let a howling, and ran
immediately into the adjacent River,and died very Ihortly
after. Another of the Dogs upon the like attempt was
bit by the Snake alfo, and fell a howling, and froathing,
and tumbling; but being he died not Ib foon as the*
other Dog did, they fetch’d fome of the Herb which
they call Dittany, as having a great Traditionary Ver-
tue Ibr the Cure of Poifons: they pounded it, and ad-
ding a little Water, exprefs’d the Juice, and gave the
Dog frequently thereof, neverthelefs he died within &
day or two. The howling of the Dogs he fuppofed gave
notice to the Sow, and made her come furioully brilling,
and run immediately into her Den; but being likewife
bit by the Snake, Ihe fet up a terrible Squeak, and ran
alfo into the River, and there dyed.

A Gentlewoman, that was a notable Female Dodttels,
told me, that a-Neighbour being bit by a Rattle*Srtake,
fwelled excelfively; lome days afterwards Ihe was fent’

for, who found him Iwell’d beyond what Ihe thought
it
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it had been poflible for the Skin'to contain; and very

Thirfty. She gave him Orientwit

ftfong Decodtion of the aforefeid Dittany, whereby (he
recovered the Perfon: To the belt of my Remembrance,
it was he that told me, asking him afterwards, what he
felt when the Snake firft bit him? He feid, it feemed
as if a flalh of Fire had ran through his Veins,
Befides the Rattle-Snake, there is the Blowing-Snake,
an-"biblute Species of a Viper,but larger than any that |
have fen in Europe; it is fo called, becaufe it feems to
blow, and fpread its Head, and fwell very ranch before
it bite, which is very deadly. It is Remarkable there
Is none of their Snakes there, make any of that hilling
n9i(e that ours in England make, but only ihoot out
tl?eir"Tongues; lhaking them as ours do,>without any
noifeat aha; this is a lhortithick fort of Snake.!-*There
Is anothet, fortof deadly Snake, -called;the Red
| once narrowly efcaped treading on the back of one of
them : They are of an ugly dark brown colour, incli-
ning to red i their bellies are of a more dusky white
with a large ftreak. of Vermilion Red on either fide:
this too is of the Viper kind, ;but is not.fo fliort, but
tts Tail is more taper and fmall. The IS
as they lay, another fort of deadly Snake”™ | never- law
any of them, unlefs once, fhortly after my Arrival in
that Country, which | cannot atteft to be the Horn-
Snake, for | could not diftinfEHy view it, being in a
Thicket of Sumach™ it was perch’d up about two Foot
J'Sh m a Stmach Branch, ifs Tail-twilled about- the
Shrub, and about a quarter of a Yard Rood bolt for-
ward, .leaning over the forked Branch thereof: 1 could
not fe the Horn, which they fey it has in its front,
w A rcw Nt Rrikes, andiif, it wounds, :is as deadly as
the Rattle-Snake’s bite. The Geritleman that WalWith
rae, told me it was a Horn-Snake jllbut beingr in ehaft
and on Horfe-back, and thd Snake in a ThickS, | could

not
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not fee the Horn; but had I thought I fhould never

have feen-moreof them, | fhould have took a little

pains to have been better fatisfiedl This I think may
not improperly be referred to the Dart-Snakes.

The Black Snake, is the largeft I think of all others,
but I am fure the mod common ; | have kill’d, feveral
-""of them full fix Foot long, their- Bite is not deemed
Mortal, but it fwells, and turns to a Running Sore;
they feed upon Lizard”™ Mipe, Rats, Frogs, and Toads,
which | have taken out of their Bellies. | was once a
Simpling in the Woods, on a fair Sun-fhine day, when

81 faw a Snake crawling,on a Tree that was fallen, and
Slicking with its forked Tongue as it moved; | flood
3(till to obferve it, and faw it lick up (mail Infe&s and
cFlles with wonderful nimhjenefs, catching them be-
thIXt the Forks of its Tongue.

The Corn-Snake, moft like the Rattle-Snake of all
&others in colour, but the Checkers are not fo regular,
Sneither has it any Rattles: They are moft frequent in
gthe Corn-Fields,, and thence | fuppofe fo called:, the
'§Bite is not. fo venomous ,as the Black Snake’s, m k
The Water-Snake, a fmall Snake, | never faw any of
<them above a Yard long, though I have fometimes feen
£40 or fo at once; they are of an ugly dark blackifh
gcolour: They fay, they are the leaft Venomous ofany.
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