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m les iattant ai)ec mWartea% matierefuivan*
te y tierne tant mieux. Cell fait, prenez
forte, meslez y tie la poudre a canon en farine, tant 

tout foit enconfifteme dune
chesavec m pinieceau, & efpard deffus,delapoudre 
en fartne. Ainft onlaijfe k tout & il fed prepare
a iufage.

V II. An Account of a very large Eelr lately 
caught tit M a ld o n r#  E ffex ; -

ftderations about the Generation Eels, by 
. * Mr. Dale. '.; :

' “T ’^ O  meet with Accounts and Deferiptions of very 
large Congers or Sea* Ba is not a thing rare 

or uncommon, among the Writers of Natural Hiftory, 
and, among the reft, the Learned and moft Ingenious 
M r . John Ray,my very'-good Friend and Neighbour^ in 
his Ickhyografhia, pag.n .  defcribes it tube a  very large 
Fife, in thefe Words, Pifcis eft longiftmus, quatuot vel 
quinqne Culiiorm longitudinem non ratoattingens, & 
worts hum am ’ crafitiem aqrnns. Confonant to which,
Aldrovanftus l i t  de: fife. P. 134. faith, Safe in 
tuor ant quinque Cubit orurn longitudinem and
forW eight, Salvianuswrites, Mon majores fe vidiffe 
quam trigiuta lilrarum : Near to which Weight, Mr.
mniely an Apothecary of Ctely told me of 

. one 1 m if remember not) that amounted to x y o r  
28 Pounds, But i f  we may believe what Eudoxus 
writes, fome are of a prodigious Magniiude ,* for he in

 D
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■( *$« )
his Book De Terrs, Motu apud faith,
Cingros multos in Sicyone capi Homo ho-
rumfue aliquotetiamejfe plauftrdies •
dine. An d Strahy Lik Geog.affirms, 
hits locis augentur fupra minarum otloginta: w hole Autho-
rities I ihali not comradMt, aitht/ Neither by the Obfer- 
vations of the Worthy Mr; Ray,nor any other Modern 
Author, can I find any to acquire near that Bigneft. . ^

• Yet to find very large Eels, notwithstanding what is 
(aid both by Pliny and Solium, of thole found in the 
Gauges Thirty Foot long, is tha t \Vhich is rare and le t 
dom (in England at leaff wile1) to  be found,^'and there
fore having lately met with Relations of Two very large 
Eelscought upon the Coaft I thought the .

Communication thereof * to the Curious, wohldnot be 
altogether unacceptable. \

Thefe both had all t h e Characterizin Notes of theZ?e/, 
and wanted thok Barbies which the fometimes
hath nor, but the Conger is never without. The Firft 
was taken tome where about , and for its ra
rity was made a prelent of to a Noble Peer 
Realm : Its Length from Tip of the Nofe td Tail's End, 
was Five Foot Eight Inches, and In Circumference it 
was Two and Twenty inches f  but as for the Weight, 
no Perfons could inform* me what it was, tho’ perhaps 
it might not exceed Twenty Pound, of which 
vandus faith, that in Italy they come up to, but ne
ver exceed it. And for Length it agrees with thole 
mentioned by Rondeletim to be fometimes caught in the 
Lake of Later a, which were Three or four Cubits long.

'  ̂ • ' - B u t

i
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' ■■ 9
But diofe were far exceeded by one lately caught in 

Maldon Channel, about a Mile below the Town, the 
length of which was -Seven Foot, the Circumference J  
Seven and Twenty Inches, the Weight Six and Thirty 
Pounds, and out of its Belly was taken Five Pounds of 
Fat, its Skin was Black, and being fluff, is flill prefer- 
ved at Maldon,for the Infpedion of the Curious. - This
Fifh was fuppofed to have been brought down thither s  
by the Great Floods at the breaking of the lafl Froft, 
becaufe of a Hurt it had on its Back, which the 

man which caught it told me, he did conjedture it might 
be from fbme Mill it muft pafs through.

Had it been my goad Fortune to have had tlfe Know
ledge of this monftrous Eel foon enough, I would have 
gone over to Maldon, to have feen it opened, it being a 
fit Subject in which to have examin’d the Parts of Gene
ration, fojnuch controverted, not only by the Ancient, 
but alfo by Modern Authors, and thereby been in 

dome meafure capacitated to have fatisfied my felf con
cerning that no kfs^controverted Point, the Manner of 
their Generation.

Many there are, that with will have the
Generation of Eels to be Spontaneous or Equivocal, and 
will not allow them the Diflin$ion of Sex j the DifE- J 
culty how Eels fhould come to be in any Pool, Pond, 

-M ote or Ditch, in which never any were put, they 
are not able to furmount, and therefore have vainly 
imagined them either to be produced from Mud, or 
from a peculiar Sort of Dew, falling in May or June, 
upon the Blades of the Grafs, whereof Turfs being . 

'cu t, and die Grafly Sides being together, and then 4
" * * m , L ! J  m
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( 93 ) .
laid on the warmeft Side of a well promifmg Pool or 
Pond, the Sun’s Heat will thence hatch them ; of w hich 
Original My Uiut, in his Treatife de Origin 
lib. 10. and Morhrfui de MetaHorum tranfmutatione, p. 
18, 30. feem fo well fatisfied, that they give the 
Procels of this Affair, as pra&ifed by the Dutch, fuc- 
celsfully to flock their Filh'ponds with that fort o f
Fife.-

That the Generation o f any Animal cannot be 
vocal or Spontaneous, but .from Animal Parents, hath 
been fo well, by many undeniable Arguments aflert-
ed, and by multiplied Experiments confirmed, by thole
famous and celebrated Pirtuofi,  Malpighim , R ed i, 
Swammerdam, Leewcubteck, Mr.*Auy, and others, in 
their feveral learned and ingenious Trafls and Obfer- 
vations on that Subjeft, that I think there is no room 
left in the lead to doubt bu t that Eels have the fame 
Original. And if we may credit what the ingenious 
D t.P lo t ,  in his Natural Hiftary of Staffordjbire, p . x 43. 
writes, concerning the Night Travels of Eels obierved 
near Bilfanin that County, by Mr. Mofely, the Way 
of their flocking Ponds, &c. may not be altogether to 
improbable neither, as at firft it may be thought to be, 
if  we but conftder how long they will live out of Wa* 
ter, and though I cannot with Pliny, in his Natural 
Hiftary, U b . 9. Cap. t i .  allow the time to be Six Days, 
yet I am fure it may be long enough, to travel over a 
few (hort Meadows, or from one Ditch or Pond to a- 
nother. which may be performed in much lels time 
than that of one N ight; and if we may believe what 
Gtfier in his Book of Fifties, lib. 4. cap. de Anguilla, 
quotes from Albert us, of a Parcel of Eels, which in a 
very cold Winter, Arms m y .  not only left their^Na-

 D
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C 94 )
tural Element, but were found in a dry Meadow, beded 
together in a Hayftack, the thing will feem more pro
bable, to which let me add the Form and Shape of 
their Bodies, which by its undulate Motion
is adapted to travel in arido: Neither are Eels the only 
Fifh, which by Authors are affirmed to live in 
but the Exocetus alfo mentioned by Rondeletius, with 
others fo confiderable for their Number, that Theophra- 
ft us Ere fins wrote a Book of them, which was after
wards Commented upon by Aurelius Severinus, a 
Book entkuled De Pifailuŝ in ficco viventilus, Printed 
at Maples, Amo 1655. Not' to mention the and 
Paphlagonian Fifties, affirmed by Ariftotle to wander 

up and down on the dry Sands, and then return back 
to Sea again, the like. is alfo afferted of thofe of the Ri
ver Cher at i, in Judea, by Geo, All which,
Rondehtiusthinks Eels, as well as the aforefaid Fsdies, 

perform by the Rima o f their being narrow and
thereby capacitated to oppofethe free, and too hidden 
Appulfes pf the Air. . -, ;  r

Neither doth the Controverfy here terminate, for 
even among thofe1 learned Per Ions which oppole an 
Equivocal or Spontaneous Generation, the Difpute is, 
Whether Eels have diftind Sex, or are Hermophra- 
dites. By fome a diftind is allowed them, for 
M r. Aden, in his Account of the Generation of Eels, 
Publifhed in the Philofophical Numb. iu .
affirms the Parts diftiaguifliing the Sex to be difeovera- 
ble, and in this Rondektiusis pofitive, when he affirms, 
Anguillas mutuo. corporum conmantes vidiffa
rnque put are fapartftwsai prof
fus d e f t i t u t ^ s  effe,. infariore enim ventris parte, $0 

m P m m  ® famen in reperitur:
pinguid in e

m
1
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C 95? )
pinguidine mult a circumfufa non apparent:
And from hence, I mean from the parts of Generation 
being hid in Fat, might arife that miftake in Arijletle, 
which did occafion him fo pofitively to affirm, Anguil- 

'lam neque tnarem ejfe neque faminam. And though it 
caniiot but be granted, that that ingenious Infpedor of 
N ature, M r. Lewenhoek, hath , by the Help of his 
Giafles' (which are very good ones) made many curi
ous DifcoVeries in Animals and tlieir Parts of Generati
on, yet never (to  ufe his own Words) had he found a 
Male Eel that he could call fo ; for all thofe that he 
did D iffid , as in his Letter Publifhed in the Philqfopbi- 

cal Tranfalliens, Numb. in .  he declares were provi- 
ded with an ZJterus, from whence he doth conjedure 
Eels to be Hermaphrodites, and befides the Vterrn to be 
provided with Mafculwe Seed.

Another great Controverfy about the Generation o f 
Eels is, whether they are Oviparous or Viviparous, and 
many ingenious Perlons I find there are, which’ cannot 
content to ah Equivocal or Spontaneous Generation, but 
ftrenuoufly oppofe the fame, yet firmly believe them 
to be Oviparous,1 Whole Sentiments are contrary to the 
Oblervations of Walter Chariwynd, Efij; who in the 
Month of May, found them to-be Viviparous, by cut-.. 

} ting open the red Fundaments of the Females, from 
i whence the Young Eels would iflue forth alive: And 
s although Mr. Allen affirms them to be certainly Vivi- 
t parous yet his Oblervations concerning the.Plaee of their 
j Conception, I cannot conceive to be confonant to that 

Care and Induftry of Nature, in providing convenient 
Receptacles for preferving the Fat us, neither is it agree
able to Reafon, to believe, that when Nature hath 

• provided a Vterus in all Animals, not only the Vivipa-
P i

 D
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( 9 0
r e u s , and fiich as only cherilh the Emlryo in V tero , but 1 
in the Oviparous alfo, and InfeSs, the Eel and 
or SworJ-FiJb, mentioned by . H . 1
16. Anno 1654* ihould be the only Animals without it, 
much lefs that the Guts,appointed by Nature for the 
Secretion of Nourifhment, and the Expulfion o f  the I  
Faces, and are always in Motion, Ihould be the Place 

of Generation in any Animal ; though we may allow 
Eels not to feed Grofs in the Winter. On the contrary, 
that the Eel hath an Vterus, is aflerted by Mr. Lee wen- 1 
hoeck,who never found them without; which perhaps 

is that part which Mr. Allen names a (lender Gland, J 
tranfverfly lying near the Bowel.

Befides, Nature having in all Animals, 
as well as Viviparous hitherto differed, provided not 
only an Vterus, but alfo Jules(firft oblerved by Fallo
pius) for the conveying the Ovum from the to
the Vterus. Another great Difficulty and Obje&ion that
lieth againft Mr. Allen's Obfervations^ and in which 1 
indeed he {eems to contradid himfelf, is this, whereas 1 
he faith that in one Eel he found and thofe on 
the out fide of the Inteftinc; but in the other, Six 
Young ones, each fattened to a (mall Placenta, uni 1 
thofe within (he great Inteftinc,called, the Strait Bow* 

el,which adjoyns immediately to the Pylorus: How 
and by what PafTages thofe Eggs came into the Inte* 
ftine, to be formed and invigorated, unlefs we may 1 
fuppoft* they do, like the E m lry is  of fbme forts of 

hfeils,which for the Conveniency of Food, eat their 
own Way into their Heterogenious, or affumcd 
trices.
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( 97)
Thefe ObjeQions I have propofed to be confidered 

only that I might excite that Ingenious Perfat to 
perfeft his Difcoveries, and by ocuUr Demonftra- 
tions to convince the Curious o f the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of his Obfervations, and finally to terminate 
this long continued Controverfy, concerning the Get 
neration of Eels, and after what manner their Coitus 
muft be performed; the Parts of Generation in the 
Male, being by him affirmed, to be affixt to the &c* 
tremity of the KiJaty, and the Emiries in the Female, 
( as is before obferved) found in that Bowel which 
adjoyns to the P jltm .

 D
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