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tjfoi of Animals from Animadcula in Semine "j 
Mafcolino. By, Dr, Martin Lifter, Fellow j 
of the Colkdge ofPhyfifians and Royal Society,
V. An A b f l r a B w i t h f i m e
Mcorni of Eaft-fndid and Perfia, in Eight i 
Letters, being Nine Years begun i

ri 677* and fnifhed 16 8 i > &c. By John
Fryer, M,D, Cantabrig. and Fellow of the 
Royal Society .Printed for R .Chifwelrft the R ofe 

Crown in St,P au li Church-Yard. 1698,

1  Part of a Letter from Ralph Thorcsby, Efq\ 
F, R ,St to John Evelyn, S.

cerning feme Roman Antiquities lately found 
iffYorkfhire. g**',

Q I X  MbmhsagoI (ept th Dr. a large Account 
0  of the Texture and Figure of an old Roman Shield of
the Parma Kind, that I had thennewly procured; I have
fince got another Curiofity relating to  their ■ ,
’tis'part of the Bottom (which confided of feveral fuch
Pieces for th | Conveniency of Baking) Of an old 
Coffin* that was lately dug up in their Burying-Place out 
of BoUthanirBar at fork,(whence I had, the Bricks and 
Urns mentioned in the lad November Tranfa&ions) ’tis 
of the Red Clay but not fo fine as the Urns, having a
greater Quantity of courfe Sand wrought in with the
Clay y  as to the Form (Which is entire as it was at fird 
moulded) ’tis Fourteen Inches and an half long, and

about

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

23
 J

ul
y 

20
21

 



O ” )
about Eleven broad a t the narrower End, and nigfr 
Twelve andean half at the broader; this was the lowed: 
part, for the Feet and the reft were proportionally 
broader till it came to  the Shoulders; ’tis an Inch thick 
befides the Ledges,which are One broad and Tw o thick, 
and extend from the bottom of either fide to within 
Three Inches of the top, w here’tis wholly flat, and 
fomewhat thinner for the next to lye upon it, which fe- 
veral Parts were thus joyn’d together by dome Pin. ^  
prefume, for at the end o f each Tile is a Hole that wou’d 
receive a common Slate-Pin, thefe Edges are wrought a 
little hollow, to receive the Sides, I fuppofe, and at the  
Feet are Tw o contrary Notches, to faften the End-piece, 
this Bottom I ihould conclude to have confifted ftri&ly 
of Eight fuch Parts, from a like L-haradler 8 impreft up­
on the Clay by the Sandapilarws Finger before its ,Ba­
king, but that rfomewhat doubt whether Numeral Ft- \ 
cures be of that Antiquity in thefe European Parts, tho’ I 
fee no reafon to conclude that becaufe the ufed
the Numeral Letters upon their more durable Monu­
ments, that they were utterly Strangers to thefe Figures, 
which (notwithstanding the common Opinion of theu% 
Novelty here) the learned Dr. Wallis thinks as old a t 
leaft as the Times of Hermannus Qontralius, An. Dom 

’ and produces an unexceptionable Teftimony of 
their Ufe here in England ^ « . l ‘ 33*j (PbiUfopb. Tran/all. 
Numb. 154.) I got alfo feme Scars of broken Urns, 
dug up in Mr. Giles’s Garden, which are of the fmeft 
blew Clay 1 have feen, with Which was found a 

Shuttle,,about Three Inches and an h^lf long, but not 
one broad in the very middle, the hollow for the L icium 
being but one fourth of an Inch in the broadeft Place, 
lhews that it was either for Silk or very fine Linnen, per­
haps their Askflinum or incombuftible Winding-Sheets.

• I have alfo lately procur’d a Rom'an Pottle from Aid-
hrough,
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irottgh,which is of the Red Clay, but much courfer 

than thtTorkU rns: I was well pleafed to find it whole,
that F might obTerve the difference betwixt their Congius 
(of which l take this to  be ftri<ftly the half) and our

Gallon̂  and this comes the nigheft M r.G m tf/s€ o m p u r  
tation, containing Three Pints and an half iheWinchefier 
Meafure.

The laft Week I received a valuable Prefent of Two 
add Twenty o\& Roman Coins, {tom Mr. of

Townely,which were lately found in the Parifti of Burn­
ley in Lancafhjre, which are the more acceptable, becaufe 
many of them are €onfular,or Family Coins, one of 
them, vk. QXd^m^wzs t 0i  Years ante Chrijiumzccor-
ding to Goltzm’sMethod, being ftfi&ly the fame he
places An. Vrh. Conti. 589.

* That they were the ancient RomanDenarii,mi Coin’d 
before the Emperors Times (notwithffanling the contra­
ry Sentiments of feme Learned Men) t  think is evident, 
becaufe thereis moftly, inftead of the Emperor’s Head, 
the antick Form of the Caput Vrlis, without Infcription, 
befides, Tacitus calls thefe Bigati arid Quadrigati, pecu­
niary) veterem acdiuntitnm* Againbthers have upon them 
ROIV^A, whiCh lfe td  not ufed by any of the Emperors, 
(except thofe fmall Pieces upon the Tranflatioh of the 
Empire to Conftantinople) zgpm,the Letters in thefe are
often interwoven, asipirticularly V~L in one I have of, 
L. Valerius Flaccus A.V.C. CDXCII. which according 
to Goltzius, is the Seventh Year after the Romans firft 
ftampt Silver Monies ̂  and to mention no more, many 

f a reoL the  Strratifo\filed'.’infmall''^Notches round the* 
Edge, of which Sort I have of ̂ ScipioAftaticus, @c. and 
other Confular Pieced but never few any of a later 
feate. 1 &
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