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A Letterfrom Mr. Nich. Waite

don, to Dr. Rob. Plot.; concerning fome Incom-
buftible Cloth,,lately expofed to the Fire before
the Royal Society.

Sir, n i

r S""1H E great relpedt and honour I bear to the learn-

L ed and ingenious Gentlemen of the fioyal
Sprevailed with me, Within few days after my arrival in
othIS City, to expofe to their fight &examination a piece of

oof LinnenCloth, which by their experiment conlumed not
-_;In the fire : and you being then delirous | would give a
s{hottnarrativeofwhat and in what parts it is'

Efald to be made; I here fend you the fame account | re-
§ce|ved of it, from one Conco, a natural Chinefe, refident
zin the GtyoiBatavia in the North-Eaft parts of India.
\Who by means of Keqy-arearflikewife a
BChlnefe and formerly chief Cufiomer to theold Sultan of
%antam) did after feveral years diligence, procure, from
:éa great Mandarin in Lanquin/a province of China,) near
g ofa .yard of the faid bjand declared ti
gwas credibly informed, that the Princes of Tartary, and
gothers adjoyning to them did ufe it in burning their deadj

and that it was laid and believed by them, to be made

of the under part of the root of atree growing in the

Province of Sutan; and was luppbfed, in like manner,

to be made of the Todda trees in India: and that, of the

upper part of the laid root, near the furface of the

ground, was made a finer lort, which in three or four

times burning | have leen diminilh almoft half: They,

report alfo, that out of the faid tree there dilfills a liquor,

mwhich not conlummg, Is ufed with a made of the
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fame material with the cloth, to burn in their Templet
topofterity. This, Sr, isthe true | received of
the nature and fubftance of it from the Chinefe above
mention'd; '&9%" vegetable it agree not with your Ex-
periments or Judgment, your own commands obligeing
me to render you this account,I hope there will not any
Il conftrudtion be made there of, which isall the Favour
Is defired by

London, . :
Tour moji ajfured HUM
Sept, loth 1684.
Servant NICE WAITE.
The Huadidor pattern of this Incombuflible Ltn-

nen, whichwas lhewn the Royal Society, (part whereof is
engraven Fig. 3.) being mealured, was found in length *
9 Inches, between thefringe or tafi'ells-, the fringe at each
end being 3Inches more} fo that the whole was juft a
foot in length ; and the breadth was juftf a foot.

There were two proofs of its refilling fire, given at
London : one, before fome of the Members of the  So-:
eiety, privatly, Aug. 20. kss4; when Oylwas permitted
to be poured upon it whilft red hot, to enforce the vio-
lence of the fire > before it was put into the fire this firft
trial, It weighed one ounce, fix drams,fixteen grains, and
loft in the burning two drams, five grains.

The fecond Experiment of it was publick before the

ciety,Nov. following, when it weighed (as ap
the Journalofthe Society )before 1t was put into the fire,
one ounce, three drams, 18 grains. Being put into a
clear Charcoalfire,it was permitted to continue red hot
in it, for feveral minutes: when taken out (though red
hot) it did not confume a piece of white on which
it was. layd: it was prelently cool, and upon weigh-
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jug it again, was found to have loft one dram, 6 grains.
Dec. 3, Mr Arthur Bayly,one of the Fellows of the

Society, prefented themwith a piece of this Linnen in the

name of Mr. Waite. At the fame time, the fame Mr.

Bayly preicnted Dr. flat with another piece ofit, which

being brought to Oxford the Experiment was again re-

peated on it (Dec. 16.) it being put into a ftrong Char-
coalfire in the Natural Hi/lory School, in a full meeting

of the Philofophical Society oithvxVniverfity $ whereafter

Hlt had continued red hot for fome confiderable time, it
Swas taken forth again little altered when cold, favmg
wthat It feemed a little whiter and cleaner than before it
Swas putin s as appears upon the. Journal of that Society.
sConcerning which, Br. P being defired to
S thoughts drew up the following , which was read
5 = before the iai& Society, June the iIS*An. 16if.

g A Difcourfe concerning the Incombuftible Cloth a-

bove mentioned; Addrefstina Letter to
thurBayly = Merchant,thWWFellow ofthe K. Socie-
ty ; andto Mr Nicholas Waite, Merchan

donby Rob. ?\ot.LL'D.
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Worthy Gentlemen.

~H E Hiftorical account of the incombuftible Linnen
Cloth above mention’d, being lent me by the one of

You i and anoble prelent made me of part of it by tha
other s with adefire from both, that | would learch the old
Authors and fee how agreeable their relations are to this:
give you Both a juft right to the following Dilcourle :
which | defire you would believe I addrefs to you, not fo
much out of Complement, as truegratitude for fo valuable
Kk 3 a



