
L ifer Coll. Med. Loud. & S.R.S.
a Roman Pottery, near Leeds i» Yorklhire. A
Letter from Sir Robert Sibbald to Dr. Martin Lifter, 
Coll. M ed .Lond. & S.R.S. containing an Account of feve. 
ralShells olferved by him ^S co tland . IX. An Ac­
count of Books. The Titles of fomelate Books of Dr. 
Lifter, not Accounted f  or in the T ransitions, and of 
which mention is made in one of the , X. Juloff
us Ceifus de vita & Rebus Geftis Juki Cafaris ex Muf-1 
co Joan Georgii Grevii IterataEditio cum Indice Rerum 
Uberrimo. >.

I. An Account of Fourforts of firangeBeans$%
frequently caji on Shoar ontheOtkncylfks^

with fome Conje&nresabort the way of them
being brought thither from
Three forts of them grow. By Hans Sloane, t
Coll. Med. Lond. & S. R* S.

t  Had feveral times heard of ftrange Beans was thrown upo 
I  by the Sea on the Iflands,on the North-weft parts of Scot-M 
land, efpecially tho(e of them who are moft expofed to the 
Waves of the great Ocean j t h e y  are thrown tip pretty fre i 
qiiently in great Numbers, and are no otherwife regarded? 
then as they ferve to make Snuff-Boxes. They are not men* 
tioned by any Author I know of, excepting Sir 
mhis Prodr. Hifi. nat.Scot.p.sf . fa rt2. where they are ealke 

Vhafeoli Molucani, and M r. James Wallace of Kirkwall, in hi! 
late Deicription of the Mas of Orkney, ^>,14. where there an 
Four forts Figured, by the Name of Molucca Beamy 

I  had a very great defire to fee what thefe Beans were* anci 
Tent feveral times into Scotland, to get of them font me hither j 
but never could obtain it, till lately Dr of Aberden
did me the favour to Tend me four forts of themjery frelh 
and little injured by the Sea r Three of thefe Beans grow ir 
Jamaica where I gathered them, and have mentioned then 
in my. Catalogue of the Plantsof that 'Ifland, Th<

 D
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The Firft is what is called there 

p  6%*?ka{eolu\ maxmus peremis, /olio decompofto l$p< m axim
contorto. I t : is well Figured: by the name Perim KakuvalU, 
in the Harm If*  and ill Figured in die
laft place among thofe MoluccoBeans, in that Defcription o f 
the Orkney Iiles before taken Notice of ; it is alfo mentioned 

, by Sir Robert Sibbald m  p. pen of his
~ fta , bytheName* Nux Indieaex qua Pyxides propulvere fter- 
I nut atom par am, and growsin both the hot and In- 
idies, as may be feen by perilling the AuthprsTreating of it,and 
|  Cited ifrmy. Catalogue. This Lam told is caft up on the 
i Coaft of Kerry in Ireland.
|  The Second fort of Bean kt^fwmScotland, and figured in 
Ithe Second place among the Molucco Beans,in the Defeription 
to itte  Orkney Iftes, %%w\\a£in Jamaica we call commonly 
bEye-Bean, fromits Reiemblancato the Eye of that-Beaftf by 
Imeansof a Hilus or Welt almolt furrounding it. This Bean 
I is Defcribed by many Authors, as may be feen in the feme 
! Catalogue, p.68, & 69. And like wife is common to the hot
I parts o f the Eaftpd  Pfeft-lndiss,as may be gathered from 
^the Authors mentioning it, and there cited.

The Third kind of Bean fent from the fame place, was 
Ithat kind which in Jamaicaiscalled from 
|  its being perfe&ly round and very like a Nickar, fuch as Boys 
^ufe to play withal. This is like wile common to the hot 
[parts of the Eaft and Weft-Indies, as may be feenby thefeve* 
Iral Authors mentioned in the feme Catalogue, p. 144 14^.
I The Fourtb fort of Bean, which is Figured in the Defcript. 
lof the Or^y-lfles in the 3d. place, I  never few grow, but have 
ffeen feveralof them in Colledionspf rare Fruits,it is well De- 
fcribed and ill Figured by Clufinr, ExotJib.2xap. i6p^p.ytith 

|the Title to ityFruIlw exot. 9*ajac. {panto acceptus3 and is the.
IFruitw exot., orbicularis, Julcis nervify 4ug- fruSlus
alter jplendens fuatuor fukis diftinBw. C. B. fin. p. 40 S'* Where 
this grows Authors are filent.
[ How thefe feveral Beans ihould come to the Scotch Ifles,and 
one of theth to Ireland, feems very hard to determine., I$$r 
very eafie toconceive, that growing m JamaicamthQ Woods, 
|hey may either fell from the Trees into the Rivers,or be any 
other way conveyed by them into the Sea :r It is like wife eafie 
to believe,that being got to Sea,and floating in it in the neigh­

bourhood

 D
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boufhood of that lfland^hey may be carried fromthence by the 
Wind antoirtenf, which meeting with a flop onthe main Gon-

F&^afJjbr Canal o f  1 
goingthere conftantlyE.and into thvN.American Sea;J 

for the Lenticulamanna ferratisfeliiŝ Lob.6xSarga]]ogrows on the , 
Rocks about Jamaica is carried by the Winds and Current 
(whicMortbe moil part go impetuoufly thefame way ̂ towards1 
theCoaft of Floridayand thence into theNorthern Am. Ocean, f- 
whereas I mention/?.4*of rayCataUt lyes very thick on the Sur-1 
face of the Sea! Bui how they fbould come the reft of their Voy-1 
age I  cannot tell, amlefs it be thought realbnable, that as Ships I  
when they go South exped a trade Eafterly Wind, fo when f  
they tome North, they exped and generally find a Wefterly 1 
Windsor at leaft two parts of three of the whole Year,fothat  ̂
the Beans being brought North by the Current from the Gulf 
of Floriday&rtpvLtinto thcfe Wefterly Winds way,and may be
fuppofed by this means at laft to arrive in Scotland. I  

By the fame means that thde Beans come to it is |
reafbnable to believe, that the Winds and Currents brought 1 
from America th o k  feveral things towardsthe^fctfrac^ Porte i; 
Santo, which are recorded by FtrnanColcn,rm  the Life of his |j 
Father Chrtfiopher  ̂cap. 9. & Antonio de Hirer a "firft , & |  

2 Chap.of t he of theW. Indie, to be fome of the Reafons |
moved the laid Chriflopher Columbm to attempt theDifcovery of j 
the WJndies, The things mentioned by them, are a piece o f f
Wood ingenioufly wrought, but hot with Iron, |
lavorato3 ma non con ferro, taken up by Martin Vicenza a -1 
tugueft Pilot, 4 JO Leagues at Sea, off Cape St. after a 1
Weft Wind of many Days. 2 ^ , Another piece'of Wood like f 
the other, taken up by Pietro Correa, on the Ifland of Pcrto f 

-Santo, after the like Winds, 3 %  very large Canes, much be- 1 
yond any growing in thdfe Parrs,being able to contain in one 1 
of their'Joints Ntnret&effaldi Pmo, "ot Ires azumhes de - I  
4l$J> Some of the Inhabitants of the Azores} observed and told I  
him, that ^  Winds brought Pines to thefe Iflands, efpecially I  
Payal and Gmiofa,which are not found growing in thofe 1

> and that on another of thofe Iflands  ̂ , was
^caft on Shoar two Mens Bodies with larger Faces, and diffe­
rent Aifpeds from Chriftiansi and that at Capo della Verga 1 
were once feen two Canoas xxBait^witTi Cabins, whidi w ^e ^
Sieved to be forced to Sea, when accidehtally they had been 1 
going from feme one Ifland to another. II. a  f
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