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A curious Italian, called France fee Rjdi, having lately had 
an opportunity, by the..great number of Vipers, brought to 
the Grand Duke o( To/cany for the compofing of Theriac or 
Treacle, to examine what is vulgarly delivered and believed 
concerning the Poyfon of thole Creatures, hath, (according 
to the account, given of it in the French ’journal des Scavans, 
Printed January 4. 1 66%) performed his undertaking with 
much exa<5tnefs,and pubhlli d in an Italian tra<^,notyet come 
into England, thefe Obfervations.

1. He hath obferved, that the poylon o f Vipers is neither 
in their Teeth, nor in their Tayle, nor in their Gall > but in the 
two Veficles or Bladders, which cover their teeth, and which 
coming to be comprefled, when the Vipers bite, do emit a 
certain yellowilh Liquor, that runs along the teeth and poy« 
fons the wound. Whereof he gives this proof, that he hath 
rub’d the wounds of many Animals with the Gall o f Vipers, 
and pricked them with their Teeth, and yet no confiderable 
ill accident followed upon it, but that as often as he rubbed 
the wounds with the faid yellow Liquor, not one o f them e- 
Icaped.

2. Whereas commonly it hath hitherto been believed, that 
the poyfon of Vipers being fwallowed, was prefent death.this 
Author ; after many reiterated Experiments , is faid to have v 
obferved, that in Vipers there is neither Humour, nor Excre
ment, nor any part, not the Call it felf, that, being taken into 
the Body, kills. And he allures, that he hath feen men eat, 
and hath often made Bruit Animats Iwallow all that is efteem’d 
moft poyfonous in a Viper, yet without the leaft mifehief to 
them. Whence he Ihews, that it needs not fo much to be 
wondred at, that certain Emprieks fwallow the juyee of the

moft

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

03
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 



moft venomous Animals without receiving any harm there, 
by} adding, that, which is afcribed to the vertue o f their An
tidote, ought to be attributed to the nature o f thofe kinds o f  
Poyfons, which are no poyfons,when they are {wallow’d,(for 
which D6<arinche alfo alledges Celfus) but only when they- 
are put into wounds. Which alfo has been noted by Lucan > 
who introduces Cats thus fpeakingj

Noxia ferpentum eft admifto [anguine peftit,
Morfu virus babent, & fatum dente >
Procula morte carent.

33y b f r  \ * v  *. 4/ * *  ̂ .b &
And what alfo foine Authors have affirm'd, videL That it is 

mortal, to eat o f the Flefli o f creatures killed by Vipers; or 
to drink o f the Wine wherein Vipers have been drowned; or 
to fuck the wounds that have been made by them  ̂is by this 
Author obferved to be wide oftruth. For he afliire$5 that 
many perfons have eaten pullets and Pigeons, bitten by Vi
pers , without finding any alteration from it in their health, - 
On the contrary, he declares, That it is a foveraign Remedy 
againft: the biting of Vipers, to fuck the wound  ̂ alledgingan 
Experiment, made upon a Dog* which he caufed to be bitten 
by a Viper at the nofe  ̂who by licking his own wound faved 
his life. Which he confirms by the example of thofe people, - 
celebrated in Hiftoryby the name of and whole
Employment it was to heal thofe. that had been bitten by Ser- * 
pent?} by fucking their wounds.

3. He adds, that although Galen and many modern 
am do affirm, that there is nothing1, which caufeth fo much - 

thirft, as Vipers-flefh, yet he hath expdrimented the contrary/ 
and known divers perfons 5 who did eat the flefli of Vipers ao 
ailitheh meals, and yet did a flu re him, they tever were* lefe > 
dry than when they obferved that,kind of f)ier.

4i As for the Salt of Viper^ whereof foz ̂ CkymiJis have
■ * “ fo '
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fo great efteem, he faith that it hath no Purging vertue at all 
ink:  adding that even o f All Salts,none hath more vertue
than'another, as he pretends to have fhew'd in another 
o f his, De natura (ahum; which alfo hath notbeen yettranf-v
roitted into thefe parts. . . .

5. He denies, what Arijlotle afliiresj and what Galen iaith 
to have oftentryed, that the Spittle ofa Fafimg perfon kills 
Vipers, and he laughs at many other particulars, that have 
been delivered concerning the Antipathy o f Vipers unto cer
tain things; and their manner of Conception and Generation, 
and feveral other properties, commonly aferibed to them; 
which the alledged French Author affirms to be refuted by fo 
many experiments made by this Italian Philofopher, that it 
feemsto him, there is no place left tor doubting, after fo au* 
thcntick a teftimony. ' ,

t

Advertifement.

fT p H e  Reader of ihekTranfaBions is defired to correct thefe 
JL Errata in Number 8. vi\. page. 151. line penult, read 

Wine for Lime \ and page 133. line 10. read Threjher for Tre- 
pber, as fome Copies have it; and page 136. line ult. readpurifie 
for ptttrifie.

L O N D O N ,;

Printed for John Martyn, and James Allefhy, Printers
to  the Royal-Society, i
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