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T R A N  S A C T I O N S .

Extratts o f two Letters ̂ concerning a late Difcovery o f Rock, o f
Natural Salt in  England. An Accompt touching a way o f  - 
ftoring the Salubrity o f the Country about Rome, applicable to 
other places,An Experiment o f the Artificial

Conglaciation9 and the remarkable Accidents therein 
by theFlorentin Philofiphers*An ExtraCt o f a Letter o f  

Hevelius, concerning his Obfervations o f a late Eclipfe o f the 
Moon, a Conjunction o f the Moon and Venus $ as alfo feme 

further remarks o f two New S t a r s . , &c*The Predictions o f
: M. F l a m f t e a d concerning feme notableObfeurations o f divers 

Fixed Stars in the Tear 1671. An Accompt o f three Booky* 
:<I. ORIGO FORMARVM &  gRo

berto Boyle r  now Printed in  Latin. -
PHIA, or an Hijlorycf Metals $ John Web fter* III. LET

TER A di Francifco Redi Sopra alcune Oppositions fa tte  alle 
fee Offervationi inter no alle VIP ERE*

Ext raBs o f two Lettersy written by the Ingenious Mr. Adam 
Martindale to the Puhlijher from  Rotherton in Chefliire, 

Novemb, 12. and Nov. 26+ 670. 
c every o f a Rock of Natural Salt in  that ♦

___ A Gentleman of good account and reputa tion allures
£  \  me, that in our County there is* lately found out a 

great rarity, viz* a Rock,of Natural Salt,from which ifrues
a vigorous Qiarp Brine, beyond any of the Springs made ufc

Decemb, 1 ‘2 . 1 6yo*

The C O N T E N T S .
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. -  ( aoi6 )
of iii our Salt-works 3 and this opt nigh any R iv p  or great- 
brook,as all our SaltTpriugs in this Country are, Ifliould 
fcarce have adventur'd to write this to you, had I hot believ
ed, that this ditcovery might perhaps prove ufefull towards 
the filling up o f feme blank corner of a Page in th o f
Nature. However I am perfwaded, that fuch Ingenuity, as 
poflefleth the R. Society^cannot but pardon my boldnefs, ari- 
fing from a zeal to ferve fuch Benefa&ors to Humane nature* 
And if you defire to know any more particulars concerning 
this matter, a Letter of yoursd  ire feed *:• * (ball
command me to view the place* anxLthere to inquire after the 
cjrcumftances, and communicate them to you, &c*

ihjs beingfo acceptable an offer, the Author of the Letter was 
defered accordingly, to give himfelfthe trouble the

place bimfelf: Which define he not only hath very obligingly -  

plied withy but alfo imparted what he kamed in that , as fol
lows $

I am juft now return’d from vifiting and viewing the Salt- 
work, and find things according to my Friends Relation : 
Only whereas I underftoed him, that no running water came 
near it, I now perceive, that he fpoke of none that was con
figurable, or none that might annoy it. For there runs near 
it (at leaft inthe Winter feafoh) a fmallrindle (or gutter ra
ther 3) but it,is wholly free from all danger of overflowing 3 „ 
which threatens all other Salt-pitsin this County , every great 
ffiower,through the vicinity of Rivers.

The Rock of Salt, by the relation of the Work- men, is be
tween 33, and 34. yards diftant from the Surface of the Earth 3 
about 30 whereof are already digged 5 and they hopejtobe 
at the Flagg, which covers the Salt-rock, about three weeks * 
hence. I doubt, it will; be feveral months, before l can ac^ 
commodate you with a parcel of it 5 that which the auger 
brought up, being long fince dilpoled of, and the w ork- men ̂  
not daring to remove the Flagg, till the Frame be finiftft and 
well fetled for the fecuring of the work from the circumja
cent earths TbL€.Qv.crfeeLh«b proeoi^ to fumUh.me with a s

pieep-c

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

07
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 



( 2 0 1 7 )
piece of the Rock for your ufe; as allb to fignifie to  me the 
time,* when they iritcud to  uncover [it $ that, if  pbffible, we 
may make feme Inch Experiments, as you have intimated* 
That parcel o f Natural Salt, which the ihftrument brought 
up, divers that faw itafiiire me, was as hard as and as
pure 5 and when pulverized, became an Excellent, fine and 
(harp Salt* The firft difcoverer of it was one of
Balt on, about Lady*daylad, as he Wasfearching for Coals on
the behalf o f the Lord bf the Soil, William  o f Mar-
bury Enquire. This is all t  can at prefent ferve you in ; only 
I am confulting diligent and experienced perform concerning 
the'praftifeof the Agriculture of this Country, and hope ere 
long to give you fuch an account as 1 can; though I cannot 
hope to difcover any thing worth the notice of that truly 
Royal Pointy; It will be enough to^iatisfie my ambition, if I  
may but be continued in your thoughts as fi Well-wither to 
luch Noble perfbns and* defigns. In confidence whereof I  
fublcribe,8td ‘ -

An Accompt given by a Florentin Patrician, call'd Jo. Bat-
tifta Donius,, concerning a way o f refioring the Salubrity o f 

% the Country about Rome? Extracted out of the ninth Ita- ; 
Jian Giornale de Lett'erati ; and fo l
lows*

‘Campagne of Rome; 'jfwhich is rhat Traft o f Land,
|  fhatrfe de&kiite of inhabitants and Trees, and extends 

it ISTfotmany* miles, rafcng in and part o f the an*
tient Sabinsl 'atidbf fnfcdny 'J' hviSvtldbe bf great u(e to the
State, and of fobfiftence to the people, if it could be Inhabi
ted without that great danger to health, “which now ’tis lb 
much noted and fear’d for $ Phyfitrans efteeming, that from 
the Summer-Solftice unto the Autumnal Equinox, the Air o f 
it is fo bad and noxious, that it would be great rafhnels to 
dwell there : A malignity, which in former Ages it was free 
from,at Icaftan that of Cicero, who, as appears by his Letters
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