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|. Part of a Letter from Mr, Ralph Thoresby,, F, R, S, to
Martin Lifter, Fellow of the Colledge of. Pbyfdans and
R, S. conceminga Roman $beild, | v ggjg
Q Ince my former, having procured an old Roman , of .
| J a different form from that | had beforehand obferving
them both to be of different Materials from the ufiial Defcrip-

tions of them (which | alto apprehend to be in other partsde*
m HAh - festive)
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feftive) | refclved to make a more particular Infpeftion into
their Texture, and whereasthey are generally faid to be e lig<

a o tofuperinduBo, wpon a ftriftSurvey, there is nothil
Wood, but the Handle* in either 6f them." The Ancient

mans i obferve had Three Words, Siutum, F'rma”* &
for that defenfive Weapon we.gpneraily Englith a which
notwitbftanding their different Forms or Matter, their Au-
thors (efpecially in the Declenfion of the Empire)- frequently
confound, as, if | miftake not, we do Shtild, Buckler, and
Target. The thtyClffem, in Fofiffl, ,

& in orhemjuftumnlata, Clypecs dixere, (and of this fort are
sthole votive Sheilds uponthe Golums orTrunkof Palm Trees,
infcribed, VIC- AVG. or DAC. PAR. in their old
Coins) qua inlongum exibantyScuta, both t

maiare by very good Authors, as well more ancient as mo-
dern, pnfitiveiy laid to be of Wood covered with Leather,
and fo particularly Mr. OkWalkery in |
of Coirs f but theenfuing Defcription will evince, that
dw ipfinon videtoomia.  This Sheild or Buckler is of
ma Kind, andrigbtly fo called,

par,whereas th S Scutumwas moftiy Oval, tho’le

hncatum with Corners equally broad, it is Fifteen Inches
Diameter, whereof a little more than a third part is taken up
with the Umboyor protuberant Bofs at the Navel, w
made of an Iron ConvexPlate, wrought hollow
to receive the Gladiator’s Hand, upon the Center of this isa
lifter Bols, wherein there feems to have been fixed® fome
kind,of forfharp offenfive Weapon, to be uled wher
they came to fight Hand to Hand, but the Form of this |
cannot defcribe;both the Sheilds being defeftive in that point;
nor can! receive any Light from my Coileftion of Coins, for
tho” hfeem to be the fame that or Gradivm (“for
Mars Quirinush not armed or marching) is ufiially defcnbed
with, yet the Sheild being carried in the Left-Hand, only the
Back Part of it is apparent. From the the Sheild
is Four Inches and an half broad on each fide, in which are
ii circular equidiftant Rows of Brafs Studs of that Size, that
*22z are fet in the butmoft Circle, which is 4 Foot wanting
$ Inches, (for that is the Circumference of the Buckler) and fo
propordonably in the lefler Circles to the Center of thefe n
Rows of Brazen Studs, the inmoft Circle is placed'upon the
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Umbo it (elf, the next 8 upon-as many circular Plates of Iron,
- each a third of aft Inchjbroad. Thetwooutermoffuponone
thicker Plate aninch broad : in the little Intervals between
thefe circular Platrs are plainly difcovered certain crols Lami-
na] that pais on the Back of the other, from the limbo to the
exterior Circle4 and thefe Iron Plates ale alio about the third
part ofan Inch at the broader End towards theGircumference,
but gradually contra&ed into a narrower Breadth, that they
may be brought into the Compais of the Umbo at the Center.
The inne'r Coat next to thofe Iron Plates for | cut it a little
6pen behind, that I might more diftin&ly dilcern the Work)
h made of very thick hard ftrong Leather, which cuts bright,
fomewhat like Parchment. Upon that isa iecond Cover of
the fame, and onthe outilde of this are plaited the Iron Pins
that run through the Brafs Studs; for the above-mentioned
Brafs Studs are caft purely for Ornament upon the Heads of
the (aid Iron Pins the fixth part of an Inch long, that none
of the Iron appears V this reminds me of Jul'm Ccfar’s Policy”

who, as Suetonius ells us, countenanced this piece of Pride or
Oftentation in his Army, M Argmto &

narety fimul & adJ}memg quo irkfralio gjjenty
metu damni.The next Cover to the plaiting of the (aid Nails

(which pals through the circular and crofs Iron Plates, and
both the Leather Covers) is a pure linnen Cloth, but deco-
loured, though perhaps not with Age only, but fewer Wine
and Salt, or (bme other Liquid wherein it feemsto have been
Beeped. And laftly, upon the (aid Linnen is the outmoit
Cover, which isoffofcer Leather, all which Coats that cora-
pofe the Sheild, are bound together by two circular Plates of
Iron, athin and narrow one towards the Center, and athick-
er and large one, an inch broad at the Circumference, which
is curioufly nailed With two rows of very (mall Tackets, above
400 in Number, the vacant Holes whence feme of the Nails
are dropt out, are little bigger than to admit the Point of a
Pair of (mall Compaffes, both which Rims do likewife fallen
the Handle (the only part of Wood) which has alio Six'other
Iron Plates about three or four Inches long, to (ecure if, '
That Sheild which | lately procured, differsnot fo much in
Size (though it is compleatiy a Foot larger in the Circumfe-
rence) asin the-Form, for whereasthis already delcribed is al-
moft flat, except the (wellingthisisabfolutely Concave
ZxAjk
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and fe>m the Skirts of tbeprotuberantBofs in the middle it
riles gradually to the Circumference” which is nighthreeln-
ches perpendicular from the Center| this has Fourteen Rows
# the like Brafs Studs, butthe circular Plates of Iron they are
fixed in, do not lie upon other crols Plates, as the former does,
but each from the Center, upon the outer Edge of the other,
which occafions its riling in that Concave manner.

That thefe were part of rhe Acoutrement of the Roman

Elites, rather than either the \etoes or Iconclude,
becaufe that, though all in general had Sheilds, yet rhole of
thc Velitesy who were as t h g Forlom nore
and are exprefly laid to be, eJignoth

the tddare not only laid, e fluribus Ugnis & ajjirculis
xonfiit, &c. but were alio Four Foot long to cover the whole
Body, when Hooping 5vof which kind were likewife thoie of
the PrincipesmdTnariL, Whereas the Defcription that the A-

iionymous Author of Row#iQufirata with Notesj
gives in his Armatara Equttum, comes the nighefl this, Scutum
ji%  Parmam Vi bovillo,

then he adds, eoque meroy nulla materie fubjeftat omitting not
only the ornamental Studs, but the Iron Work, which

Jm firft contrived as a defence againft theimmenfe Swords of
the Gauls, have endeavoured to make this Defcription more
intelligible by a Draught of the Sheild above-mentioned
Vide Fig. 9.

~ Leacky 26 Felr, 1691. v
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TTAving hetrd of ibme Roman Coins lately plowd up
Jri about bil procured a Parcel of them,but they
prove common, and moil of thofc
mus3Viftemus%eand Claudius B



