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V. A Letter from Drwilliam C
Ittherygiving his $gtmrl(s in a late Journey into Den* <
* mark andHolland.

Colleges and Schoolsin , both as to their |

«JL  Strudure and Foundations, are very ordinary :, The
beft | faw there was the Gift of the Learned Borichms, and :|
confifts of twelve Apartments for as many Students, which
are conveniently provided with Stoves for their manner of
living in that cold Country. There is in it a (mail School
for publick Exercifes, and a little Library belonging to their |
Colledge y the reft of the Students, except one hundred
maintained by the King in fmall Colleges, live at Lodgings j
in the City,, as at Leyden and other Univert
who when the Swedes hreaten’d them with
ment in the year 1700, formed themfelves into a Batallion,
and did Duty there, alhtke. while the Enemy was on the 1
Iflatid of Hhere are in this lIniverfity, ere&ed 1
about two hundred years ago, about a thoufand Students*
and/ometimes they have had near fifteen hundred*

The liniverfity Library, over one of their Churches* ip
one large Room, confifts of feveral Libraries, the Giftof |
particular memwhich are kept apart, with the Benefadors ;j
names over them in Capital Letters, - The Royal Library, i|
belonging to the King, confifts of a great variety of Books, ;
well condition’d and well chofen, of ail Languages 3 the: :
Books of each Country being placed *by thenifclves: The
Room is large and well built, and has a large Gallery fup- |
ported by Pillars on each fide. If Library at
(ladt he added,to this, as | was told it wou'd, this Library
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| may be fcck6ti*d of the* fifk Rank of the Ekyop&d$ Libra-

rlesI'he Kings Chambers of Rarities are in all eight,’ large
and well built over the Royalifibraty t.tTbhey are*turnijbw;!
with great variety of Natural and Artificial Curiohties.«rhe\
firff contains Coins and Medals, Gold and Silver, Modern
and Antigue  Grscun, Reman, Dattijh and Oldenburgh5
befides other EnropceanNations, diftinftly kept by them*
F'felves which make altogether a very valuable Collection.;-
NAmongft the Natural- Curiofities which are in the other
=Chambers, the moft remarkable are 5 = ‘
i I, The Petofied Child s This is the fame Chlld that ilrfr-
Stholine makes mention of in his Hifl. Awt.Par&us, Ucetut
&de Monjlm, &c. who at large will acquaint you with the
?Hiftory. This happend at Sens in Champaign, 1582.°
owhen it was Cut out of its Mother’s Belly, where it was
% fuppofed to have lain about eight and twenty years.
That it's an Humane Fetus,and not Artificial, is vifible
Sto our Eye. The upper part of it isof a Gypfeous Na-.
-gture, not fo hard as»the lower, the Thighs and But-
%tocks being hard and perfeft Stone as can be, ofa Red
§Colour, and of a. Grain and Superfice exa&ly like thole
% | have feen taken out of the Bladder. | had the Curiofity
:: to have it near, me 5 and touch'd and felt it all oven
EThIS was convey’d firft to Paris, and there bought by
q_ a Goldfmith of Venice ; from whom .-at Venice, Frederick
B the Third, King of Denmark, purchasd it, and added It
E to his Rarities. ]
2. Two Elephants Teeth, that weigh an hundred aud
# fifty pounds apiece. ° tifim iiiS
R |s.3. Several Heads of Hares, with divers fortof Homs, *
H brought outof Saxenyi ;o E., mXE
4. An Egg, faid to be laid by a Woman, of the; ordinal
f rylire of a Pullets Egg. This OL Womans tells us was m
fent him by very good hands, and Confirm'd by people of .
\Credit,: He tells us, the Woman brought' forth two> with ;

ubli

http

own



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 10 August 2021

mthe ufual Chil&bed-labour Pains; her Neighbours being |

calld in to her affiftance, the firft they broke, and-found
a Yolk and a White, -as in that of a Hen $ the fecond was

kept and font to hi©.1 fidiMf Worn, p. M
Cent, obf, . ||1°-8 bO I1|® j gvy itviv
5. The Horn of a SeaQnicorn, *or , fo called

by the Learned, becaufo fuppofed to have but one: But

xfometimes more are found to grow out of the upper Jaw$ |

and | was credibly informed at Copenhagen, that one J
&Hamburger,1 brought home from Greenland the Head of |
one of theft with two Horns on it.  And when | faw this,
and Examinid it well, | found this Horn (part of the Head *
and upperjaw being brought home with it,) not to grow
out of the Middle, but Left fide of the upper Jaw 5 fo that ;
'tis probable there was a fellow, and then they may be faid
more properly to be his Teeth dr Tusks than his Horns : :
Whither this was only a l«/kf Natureor no, or naturally
theft carry only one Horn, asthey are reprefented in the 1
Guts and Figufes our Naturalifts give us of them, I (hall not
determine.

6. Several pieces of Gold Oar very rich, and fome al- j
moft fine, dug out of the Mines of Norway and : |

7. SeveraMarge pieces of Silver Olr, dug alfb out of the ;
Mines of & one of which weigh’d five hundred ar
fixty pounds, anno 1666, five foot and fix inches long, and
four foot about, valued at five thoufand Crowns: Another f
M m Norway, alfo valued at three thdufand ,two hundred
feventy two Crowns. | obfervd a great piany Silver ]
Threads or Trees fprouting out of thefe two pieces, and
fancy the whole Mafs had not above a fourth part of any J
bafer Metal, Mineral or Earth mixt with it; There are "ft-1
veral of theft Silver Ramifications or Trees, all from Nor-
-Meywhich | take to be Virgin Silver and pure Metal;

8. A great variety of very large pieces of Amber; fome
dug out ofthe Iftand of Kear* , an
when they were opening the Ditches forsthe Fortifications

1%t A " of |
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-rf Cmnhmn * Some of theft weigh Q fffy
ouncw, and were found every where (tacking faft to pieces
of black Timber like Ebony. Whither Ambe.r be of the
Vegetable or Mineral Kingdom, woud be wo long*a

dilpute at prefent to be determin’d; alll# 11
S on this matter is, That the Obfervations | made,

when in Poland and Prufia, where Thave feen
tides fiftied out of the Seaevery day, and dug out the

< Earth incline me to the former; nor can | conceive how
& thofe Animals, that are found intofab'd in Amber, and are
%moft of them, if not all, Inhabitants of the furfac&of tbs
Z Earth, (houd becaught in it, if it were only a Liquid when
o

—

s MM "A*ume'romCoUeatonof very large Branches of Co-
Bw raL White and Red, and one Black.

10. A large pair of Stags Horns growing out of a plece

of Wood, after a very ftratige manner. v
11. Another Branch of a Stags Horn, with a Iarge piece

of Wood naturally'adhering to the fIPM'M * $4 tOP
the Horn piercingthe very body of the Wood, and grow-

Sheep! with' a Horn growing out of its fide about

-a f« Imeafured » o{a Humane Body I

fuppofe, that was three foot and three inches long ; the

Head was two foot and five inches round, and the middle
of it was nineteen inches and a half about. *

14. Two very large Scollop Shells, that weigh two hun-
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‘"fAApLeofEk”w ith aNatural reprefentation of
a Crucifix on its outfide, mightily valued by the Lutherans.
: And | remember Dr Hartm/s, who wrote de Sucano Pmjji-
aco, in the year eighty five, fhewd me at Konmgskrg m
Prttffia, a piece of Whitifh Amber, having a Woman with
a Child in her Arms, .prettily reprefented by -variety of
Colours on the Superfice, .1 fufpefted it to be Artifici*



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 10 August 2021

s A< i
( 1404 ) , m m

al, contrary, and kept it very ReK-t"
gioufly.
There were befides thefeJa great many more Natural 1

Rarities, which my fhort ftay there would not permit me 1
to examing, 0O

A Among the Artificial Curiofities,

.1 obfervd, f\m ;Jut

I| A Skeleton made of Ivory in imitation of a Humane 1
Skeleton, two foot and fix inches long, fo Artificially and |
Curioufly put together, that any one well skill'd in Ofteo*
logy may take it for a '‘Natural one* |

2 Two Crucifixesof Ivoty, w” whole Hiftory of 1
our Saviour’s Paflion, extremely well carved and expreft, |
and are both a very, pretty ©uriofity.4 | Taw there a great 1
variety of Nicknacks made' of Ivory, curioufly wroughtJ
on the outfide: A final! Man of War of Ivory, with Sil- M
ver Guns ip it$ feveral fmali Sloops and Galleys of 1
the feme, and one of the ~lInicorns-Horn, with a Gold 5
Anchor, - |m \

3* A Watch made of Ivory, with all its Wheel? and Mo*
tions.  Several other Utenfils made of Ivory and Unicorns |
Horn, prettily Carved and Turn'd . Befides fome others E
of Ebony, Heart Oak, JBox, Amber, Silver, Brafs, &c:
which are kept together for the Curiofity of the Work- |
manfiiip. ,

4*1lh another Chamber there is nothing but the Gar- \
ments"Arms, and lltenfils (* Indians*I*ks*Gmnlandm A
and other Barbarous Nations, which for their number and
Variety entertain the Eye with a very agreeable Pleafure. ;I

5. A Perfpedive of the late King of Family, |

hOiP[ ‘M Princes and
Princefles round her, yet all Club to make the Face of the
King, thro a hole of a Glafe Tube. ;|

Six
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. 6. Six Golden Sepulchral Ur,ns, foundJn. the Ifland of
Rent*, M W SPW fedoffhefb,,0n lhe wjs;(3i6Wfng
his Land 5 they were full of Afhes or a greyilh Earth when
found. The biggeft is two ounces and a half;, the other
five about two ounces and a drachm. ,Thj|.confirms the
"accounts given us by &*«. Grddtyticfy'ttiffrWikmM ,and
others, that it was a very ancifent*Juftbfa'atdong' the Sou-
thern Nations to burn their Dead,, and-then biry then .Cof-
Icded Allies in Golden Urns. They were very thin, 'and
had three Rings oF Gold round their Necks, and fevml
Circles:one within another, with one Cotrunon\&hgdr
carv’d on the outfide round the body ,of the Urti." They
‘held betiyeen four and five ounces of Liquids. 1 , Vu

7. Another Sepulchral Urn of Cryftal, of a Coiiical fi-
gure, found near Serge* in Nenray about thirty years fince,
with a Gold Wire about it, that weighseight ounces., '

-8J;Ifawin another Chamber feveralxkwe hichrj/mdei,
in whichdwere collated the Tears of friends, which after-
wards the old Romans mx'd with the Afhes of the Deac
Thefe were fome of Glafs, an1 fome of Earth, and of
feveral fizes. Brafs Lamps of feveral Magnitudes and
Shapes,; fome of other Metalsj others of Earth, in the
Shape of Animals or Idols, that were worlhipp’d by the
Antients. The Stilus ELneus of the Romans® the one end
(harp, the other blunt, the firft to write with, the other to
rub out what was written.

9. The large Danijh Horn of pure Gold, weighs an huni
dred two ounces and an half, istwo foot and nine inches
long, and holds about two quarts of our meafure: This
Horn was found anno 1639. accidentally by a Country Girl
in the Diocefe of Riffonin Jutland: 'Tis, no doubt,
Rnnick piece of great Antiquity by the Figures Carvd on
the outfide, which feem to be Hieroglyphicks, Monftrdus
Shapes of Devils, Hobgoblins, &c. perhaps fome of thefe
might reprefent their Gods, and probably this Horn was
ufed in their Sacrifices, as of old among the and
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other ancient Nations, who were wont on Solemn p’ccafi-
Qns to Entertain the Croud with mighty noifes of Horns
and Trumpets, or rather to drink out of at their Solemn
Tftats.-<
Oldenburg Horn of pure Silver*, gilt with Gold*
and variously Enamelld with Greed and Purple Colours,
and weighs *bout four pounc”l The Antiquaries tell
u$ ftrange Fabulous Stories of this Horn, which, I (hall gmit
at prefent 5 only obferving, that whereas they fay this
Horn, was given, to Earl p/*? .of anno 98", by
.the Workmanfhip pf it -(is plain it cannotbe.of that date »
for the Figures and Chara&ers Engrav’d and Embofs’d on
its outfide are Modern 5, which, with the Enamelling and
ofh”r Ornaments, all curioufly done, pleafe the fight migh-
tily," and make a very fine, as wel| as valuable Curiofity. |
Chamto-a great many Horns of; this
libii, “btne;in-Metal, dome of hullpcks Horns tipp’d with
df *yory, Unicdrns Horns,
[&c(alf prettily wrought bn the outfide with a great va-
riety bf Emblematical Fancies,raccordipg to the humours of
ihofe Countries and,Times they were made in $ which were
t/Icir Solemn Entertain-

W ?2dr*&HL.was finer -th:
caufedefignM,for the'Royal Table. Tis faid to be made

by Command of Chrifiianthe Firft, who lived in the fif-
teenth Century, and did it in honour of the three Kings of
Qullew,
Lwejit one day aftiore on the Ifland of Weenen, which
our Sailors call Swrlet Ifland, from a tradition,that Q. Eliz.
offer’d as much Scarlet Cloath for it as woud cover it,. This
[Hand is now an appendix to Schomn in Sweden, not. above
half a league from the Main Land., Here | obfervcl the
Ruins, cf; Tycho B Caftle, which he built on" thi:
bland, given him by' King Bo Ti
with Money for the carrying it on in the.year 1567... This
Caftle wasbuilt in the middle of the Iflaud, but is now de-
molidld,
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mohfh*d, aricl Iquite raz'd*to the Grbund, anJ”II the Vaults
and llilcler-grbufld Works fill’dwup except ‘te**krge Obfer-
vatory, which Gajfendustells us, in the Life «| this Nob

Dmt) was diftinguilhU from all the reft of his Apartments

underground, *that were very many, by a folid round

Stone Wall, part of which remains ftiil. This was his

great Obfefvatory, and was call’d by him or

the City of Stars” .as the’Cattle was Vranrkrgumy or the'
City of the Heavens. The Situation was jileafatie ‘no

doubt, it being on a very little riling ground, inthe middle

of a plain Ifland!,4 not above three miles round. The lamb;
Author tells u$i the King of Denmark Liberality was fal
great towards this Learned riian, that the beft Workman*
-were employ’d about it, and every thing well contrivd

both for pleafure and conveniences of roomyfor Inftruments

and Aftronotnical Obferyations above and under ground,

befides noble Gardens, Fifh-ponds and a Park : Butthe Fate

of War between Sweden and'Denmark, fometimes one being

Mafter, arid fometimes the other, of this Illahd, no one

Stone is left of *this Magnificent Superftru&ure.  His Inftru-

ments? that were very fine, are now fcatterd up and down

in Germany,and fome few remain in Copenhagen| his own

Cceleftial Globe | faw there ip the Tbwer, which was

fiX foot and three quarters' in' Dismeter, ¥ *L? A~ j1

This Tower was built 1601. for the making Aftronomi*
cal Observations, near the Royal College in and
isabove a hundred and fifty foot high, ,whole on the

mtop is fixty foot -diameter r The pafl%e ‘up th iris large
enough for two Coaches, and' the Afcent fo eafie and hard-
ly perceivable, that it fervd for rplace of Parade for their
Gentry, when they had a mind to take the Air in their
Coaches, riding up to the top,,and fo round the Ring, as
Well as for an Obfervatory. ;

But Monfietir'fivwr, die great Mathematician and Aftro-
.nomer of the prefent Age, tins'convened the upper part of
this Tower lidw to other ufes, wheredh a dark Ropm he

v~9999999 2 has
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has ¥ Tnftrumenfs for obfervation. Here | law his Ma-
chine for obferving the Stars by day: -There is a Pole eight
or ten foot long, ere&ed perpendicular ia the Center of an
Equino&ial Plain $ on the top of this Pole is fatten'd a
Te~fcope, not muchjabove,three foot logg, which runs
throlthe Roof of the Chamber, whofe Elevation is direct-
ed by an Aftronomical Dial upon the Equinoftial Plain,
with an Index fitted to it for that purpofe, which deter-
mines it to the Star he has a mind to obferve at any time..

He is faid to be the Inventer of two other Machines of
great artifice and ufe : By the one he will (hew at any time
the Station of any Planet, according to theCopernzcan Hy-
pothesis A by the other he will demonftrate all the Eclipfes
ortun or Moon paft or to come. :

There is betides all thefe, in the Kings Houfe in the
Garden at Copenhagen, a Royal Throne all of Unicorns
Horn, on which all the Kings of Denmark, are leated at
thejr Coronation 3 but this, when | was there, with the
reft of the Regalia, was fecured and carried away, becaufe
they wou’d have been too much expofed had the King of
Sweden Bombarded this Town, as it was fear'd, when he
landed on the Ifland, being but a little within the Wall to-
wards the Land fide.

In the year 1685.
| faw the Knife which was (wallow'd by a Boor $
who being Crop-lick one morning, thruft the Haft of his
Knife down hisThroat, in order to make himlelfdifcharge
what offended his Stomach $ut forcing the K
it dipt down his Gullet into bis Stomach : from whence it
was taken out by an Incilion on the Left fide, a little below
the Short Ribs, with that fuccefs, that he liyed feveral
years after it in very good health. This happen'd in the
year 1635. The Operation was perform'd by Dr

a Phyfician and Surgeon, and the Knife is kept in a

" Velvet Bag in the Kingof Praffias Library, where | law it»
1 meafured.it by an BBot Rule I had then

Pocket,



ipocke™ and found it to be ofour mealnre but fixInches
iand about a half long, as-'tis exprefs’din the Cuts given us
iof it. What their Authors mean, by faying the Kifife was ?
| dec$m tranfverfos digitos tn) dpn*t knpw $ blit this I|a
imade the Story ridiculous to a great many people, who
| will hardly be perfwaded, that any body can pafs through
the fornix palati, or Vault ot h;$ Mouth, a Knife of that
Le.ngth in a right line. Ny o :
o 1 made enquiry concerning it, and was very well afiured
fgy feveral people of the Town the matter of faft was
|®ue * and tis hard to think, the King of Poland, who
I@/as then at Koningsberg, he Government of the City,
|[é'nd the Gollege of Phyficians, who were confulted! upon
jgl;he Operation |[i and, together with his Polijh Majetty,
|l@vere Eye-witneffes of it, fhouM by the Certificates they
jfhave publifhU of it in Print, Contrive to impoft a Cheat
lEipon the World. And | remember, talking one day with ;
ne Mr Taylor= Scotch Merchant in , hetold,;
(j@e, that Andrew & for that was the* roans name,
IBwas his particular Friend and Acquaintance* that he law
(Bis Wound feveral times when his Surgeons drefid him,
lBnd was Godfather to oneor two of his Children after hi$
(Becovery. n
i When | was laft in Amjkrdam,l had the Cnriofity
Bto a Tavern, where the Matter was very Curious in Birds,
nd had. a great variety of feme very uncommon ones*,
%amongft which, in a Chamber by itfelf, be (howd me a
£Cage with a Bird in it a little bigger than a Capon, ~which,
e valued as a great Rarity, and told me it coft him near,
=2 hundred pounds Sterling: He takes a Groat from every,
(body that is admitted to fee it. | mutt needs fay | nev”r
flaw a more beautiful Creature in all my life} in Bodyfome-
mwhat like a Hawk, but its Head and Neck bald like a Vul-
| ture, only a few ftiort Feathers over his Eyes like Eye-brows,
|[his Eyes were pretty large, and the Irk of a very fine bright
| Pearl Colour, which gave a great beauty to this Bird. 'Il'he
Colour,"
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C&loer h ftaatliersr1s ificcuriouft™ mixtSMefiddfiit vifM y?
th&tno Painted cafi imitate* them, and entertairifs:th6.Ejrc 1
with a great deal of pleafure: His Bill and Head in fhape”
are more like the Eagle than the Vulture, tho I take it to >
be of"the kind of the latter, but of the leffet fort

This Bird came from Carthagem in America, and may be4
deferibd’thus t VulturAmericansmin
Eleganti & flumps admodumConcinne varieg
this Bird can hardly be of the fame kind with thofe VuFJ
tffls Monardes tells us of in the Iflands near
that preyd on t:heir living Cattel in the Fields, if not care-Z
fully watchdby their Keepers, 5

didInot fee the Cherry-ftpne in the King of Denmark

Cabinet, which | was told had fome hundreds of Heads?
engraved on the outfide of it, but | remember an Englijh*
Gentleman fhewd me once in , In the year 87, a;
Glierry-ftorie of-thisjdnd- with- a-hundred and twentyiourl
Heads on the outfiSeofit, fo that you might diftinguiflf
with the naked Eye, Popes, Emperors* Kings and Cardinals”1)
by their Crowns and Mitres. Twas bought in Prujjial

where it was made for three hundred pounds , andl:
IS now in t/there havings been a Law-fuit not lo
fince commencd about it in g\

Artificial Curiofities before-mentiond of Ivory, &C. may
compare with Homer in a Nutlhell ? or the Ivory Ants and?
other fmall Creatures faid to be made by ,  WholeZ;
parts were fo very final!, that no body coud fee them, fo af
to diftinguith one from another, but he that made them }
or the Ivory Chariot made by Mermecides, v/bich a Fly
cover’d with his Wing, and a Ship of the fame hid under
the Wing of a Bee > And if tbofe things be true, as Pliny
and Solinus-tells us, whether the Ancients have not out-
done us in fuch kind of Impertinencies, | fubniit to your
Judgment.



