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A further account of forne Rock-plants,!
growing in the Lead Mines ¢c/Mendip |
Hills, mention'd in the Philofpphical
TranfaSions, 3\(Umh. up. fy/ the m* .

genious Mr. John Bcauniont o f
Stony”Eafton wSommerfet Hiire.

(0]

SIR’ﬂ‘j.\'/r/- MOV I W £| 1
f Senttwo Letters, feme years fince,'to Mr! Cldenburg, \
| in which | gave him an account of certain F'\cplants” |
A which [haiobfervid to grow in the Lead mines of |
Mendip*Hills W #avhich Letters he Printe
in his Fd-bfodniood fTrunjactionsBlumb#
plain’d of my want of an Artift, whereby I might havel
furnifli’d him with thedefign of thole which |
| there defcribe $ fuch defign being little lefs than abfo- |
lately neceflary, for giving a clear and fatisfadory Appre-
henGon of the things there exprefsd : Wherefore mypre-j
fent Refidence being in Londonand be
refpedby the skilful hand of the ingenious _ |
Efquire* a Member of the Royal society \ | conceiv d (tho |
Lhad now little to add to the defcriptions of thofe-Jfy"|
plants Iformerly gave > that this curious dcfignl
which | here prelent you> would not be unacceptable to|
thofe Perfons, whole Geniusleads th

things.,



(*77)
fhe particHIdrsfet forthin thefe Figures,

thaiiwhathave been observ’d by other men, in
reference to thofe Rock-plants, are as follows,

uiwof; i e 3'ldi:i Uk: j * cidi vt
j-ijf Qurios RadleomeWnAtrmre entlre than elfephere toke

found, on whichthofe Rock- plants Jometimes grow, tin-
it be mamfefi that they often growalfofrom plain Roots,

2. Several diverijtfyedtops of other Radix $
&. The manifejl tapering of thofe Rock-plants-
#’; Sores of thofeRock-plants, withjour, fix, andfevenin,
® letsin them» together with atrerdifferenoessin+ Rays,
Sh  andjoyntings. 1

The partlcular Explanation of the will find
?eneath tho’it be but ffiort, and not fo full,as the defcri-

ions | have %lven of thofe Rocfylants in my former Let.
wrs, to which i remit the Curious Reader.
g The Main confideralion concerning thefe fignt’J Stones,
hich | call roc\-plants, iS, whether they are parts of
%ants* or Animals petrlfyed» or , 10
hich latter opinion I incline:  Indeed the figur d r00ts
@n whith thefe Roth"plants fometimes grow { as appears by
Jhe impreffions of Rays on their tops, anfwenng to thofe
%p,theJoy nts of the Plants, and by the impreffions of oval
oynts therej may give us fome fufpicion that they once
shelong’d to an Animal, whether it were a of the
tella Arhorertens, ot fome other » but thofe trunks of
tone Plants which you will find in the defign, cannot be
Hooked upon as parts of Animals, with the leaft ihew of
Sprobability, and !'think them almoft as hardly reducible
to any knownr(penesof Vegetables; considering that be-
sides the bores of fome of thefe. with four, five, fix, and
feven inlets in them, and befides their admirably diverfify-
ed joyntingSj fcarce either of them to be matcht inany

Ve%etable Lhave by me above twenty, if not thirty Jpe-
Oo0: B tiesl
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ties of thre-7A&»?X,..,d3Mi|ig:"QUstwaf*d[ly from each 1
other, in their Joyms, Knots, and Sutures, all obferving
awonderful regularity*. and not one of them to be paral-
le | by any Vegetable thatlknow of in nature. To an-
fwer this by faying that all thefe are loft, I doubt
will fatisfie few, efpecially when we confider that thefe
Roctylantsare not peculiar to any one place, asto
dip-Hots > but are generally found whereever Lea
Mines are nd fometime where there are noMin
well in England, as in foreign Countries 5 and therefore
tho’ we may fuppofe that fome particular of Plants

place may happen to be
loft; we cannot well imagine how fo many fpecies diffused
through fo many parts of the whole earth, mould all hap-
pen to be loft together: So that upon the whole this teems
to me a confiderable obje&ibn; againftihofe who maintain
that all figur'd Stones in’the Earth are petrefa&ions of
Plants or Animals, to which Opinion in his difler-
tation concerning Solids naturally contain’d within Solids,
adheres.*  In which Trafl: many 'ingenious things are laid
as well in reference to fuch petrefa&ions, as to the frame
and feyeral changes of the Earthin general, from whence
many apolite Queries may be drawn to be propofed to jju>
dicicus Miners in all parts who feem the moft likely men
for helping to bring thefe points to a determination, they
being’the beft able to giV6 an account of matter of Fa£t
Tcannot but take notice here that Mr a worthy ]
Member of the Jpyal Soaetyand Well known among the

.Ingenious of Bhas a longtime been of that opir

which stemendeavours to make out, and as Mr. Qlderburg
declares in his Preface to his Ermijlation 0/Steno* a long
time before "Sttmfs book came’focfr, he had Difcourtes
ready upon that very Argument, which by reafon of fome 1
Avocations he had not let his laft Hand to: And we may
hope, that notwithftanding this Anticipation- may be fome m
di&puragement, he may fome time be prevaild with to |
r ' 1. h com- |
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LadmJuly 3,
KIS*, SIR,

Tour very Humble *

fobn Beaumont,

¢ explanation
F 1GURES.
PIGVKE I
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A rf Radix, a a Forefeams in two of the feet
: wenting in Mr, Lifter’s Hgures.

*o Fhe fame Radlx n,

3. ( PI “Radix withfays o
4* 79 he|n |deofthefame,
5 a fa inpreffion  anovaljoynt on

6. The top of Radix with Rays, and the Plates curiouflv
nought. ' &
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~~ 1 fainfide of thefame.
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» N, T ¥S 12 rt Rodt-plaoti

7% Amtkr Plantwithoval}c,ymgroning onafcaborous roct.
X A trunfiofa Rock-plant “rowmg without jo™t. like

2 Taorqiitsof Mineral Coral"onw?*»*"_ *rREFLe
j. %n intorted hegp of Rock- plants groning ana pece of
ALtmt-ftone Rock, fimewhat refenling the others, being-
thick fet withedges>hut havingro joynts. |, *
i85 tw Fexs <ftheSunmtates or\f&lgu mentioned
by Mr- Lifterira thePhilofoph. Tranfak Num”. | °°-
30, 31. Twodingle Joynts @ Rock-plants with (even Inletts

in  Bore. —
22. 2 Twoloynts — withfix hletts m
24,  76. ifee Joynts with five Inletts Bore.
, 7, ,8. Two [irge Joyntswithfour Inletts m ffe Bore<
h,fingUm\ Toyitt, the oval theugoer partif i
/landingtkmcontrarpotheoval in  ptft.

40 41 42, 43, 44145, 46, 47»4®)47?° 50>5I 54»
45 arthtb«flﬁrde]oynts) dlfferlng]mtheHKlp
and ather ways of joynting.
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