
%  „A Relation of a Voyagefrom Aleppo to Pal- 
. myra in Syria; fent by the Reverend Mr.

Wtham Halifax to  Dr late)
* Savilian Profeffor of Aftronomy in 
and by him communicated to Dr.
Smith. Reg

D. T h o m a S m i t h o  Edoa S.

Jft~*\Vanquam Epiftolas tuas, 0 cor & medulla amicitias 
I  B nojtrce, & alia munera grata animo in finum hunc 

recipere foleo; ecu tamNotitias, tuo done
. ho die accept,tanquam famie nunquam

warcefcentis pignora, multo char tores fif, dum vivam, 
reverent £ r adfervalo. Sic

tleiada etenebru denuo excitas I  fic antiquifimorum 
CQporttf̂ Jpdes inftauras , ut cum
magnpJ$Mologo &  Apocalypta iterum ardens ac fulgens 
%'iftere'whi videor. ?rtztereayin deftriptwfurbiiXon* 

Jiqntini Sikntiarios, Co dims, Gy//ios,
Efiiert diu fiperftes hie laude, effe maluit 
ut us,. & prater m o r e m t n g e n u u m  

Gaudeo/tamen mihi jam-novum adefe mmvs\ quod tecum 
queam impertire volente fpero,& l<eto. Id eft Epigraph a* 
rum Sylloge, qm a columnis Pa! my rents Charijfwus ami*
cwf^Gulielmus Haliftxius pule ZJti- 
mm ISyriaca plura ipfe addidtjptfib Grocts,. &
Palmy return d.Seleuco yiftore, Alexandri 

obitu incept fetX Hiftoria v qut
termtur> & Merociianus Grammaticus 

tionum tft arum mult urn HU ft  rPer urn tfthtfc
funt noftm otii. At tamen Ji fee  emmiferts Philofophi-
car um Tran fa&ionurn, ut nunc'

P . • ■ P hand
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( 8 4 )
m k k m d m  f t M *  J  .
aJptimi MusD. Cuperus ulerwaforte 2E  Solomonis ^  «%««*. i  #  w  -vmrahln.

w:

Oxonise Ww/r Odtobribus 
•X  c . CDDCXCV. *

S

Tadmf
Caftle.

Rev$renJ Sir,
T  TAving promifcd you an Account o f my Voyage 
n  to fadmor, l cannot now Excufe my felf from 
betas as good as my word, whatever Cenfure I may in«. /  
euV of Having mifpent my Money and Time in fearcb 
.of'fuch unprofitable Cufiofities; or what I more fear, 
o f having, made fuch poor Improvements, of which a 
Man of larger Reading and Uqderftanding, might have 
afforded much greater Information.  ̂
leppo on Micbaelmas-day, 1691. and in fix eafie ifeys 

Travel over a Defart Country, catne to  7W wpr, Jour- 
nying almoft continually to the South, with very little 
variation td the Eaftwafd., As we rode itfto the Town 
we took notice o f  a Cattle about half an hours diftance 
from it, and fo> fituated as to Command both the Pafs 
into the Hills, by which we' entfedy and die City fbo. 
B utlye could eafily perceive it Was no Old Building, 
retaining no foot-fteps o f  the exquifite, Workman-ihip 
and ’ingenuity of the Ancients. Upoii Enquiry .vtt 
were informed, that it, Was built by Afe-Ogle, a Prince 
o f  the Druces, in the Reign'of Jmttrath the Third,
D .N . But* I know not How to give much Cre
dit to tliis’Story, becgufe I find not tha | either'

Ogle, or any brbeim  Prince,was efrer Ro^erful in thefe 
Parts, tfteif ftrengthjying on M o u n t\L i^ « M n d  along 
the Cbaft of Syfon, B erpm , ^ c .* ’T W brkbf more
Labour thah Art", arid the very Situation alone is enough 

■■ m r  ;> • .... to '
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to  fender, it tending on $fke' tojp
o f a very high Bill, endofed with a deep P itch , cut 
out o f  the very Rock, over which there was only one 

Tble Pafitge by a Draw-Bride: This Brieve too k n o w  
broken down; fb that there no Entrance remaining, 
unlefs you will be a r  the pains to clamber up the Rock, 
which is in one place feafible, but withal fodifficuk and 

* hazardous, that a fmall flip may endanger ones Life #
Nor is there any thing within to. be feen Efficient to-fe- *• 
comperice your Trouble of getting up to  it, the Build
ing being confufed, anji the Rooms very ill contrived.
Upon the top o f  the Hill tfiere is a,Weil of a Prodigious 

! * depth, as certainly it muft be a great way to come at 
Water from the top of fuch a Rock, the Ditch that fur- 
tounds it, not having the* l^fl: appearance of moiRure 

i  therein; which "made it therefore Teem more ilrange 
i ]  that a Wild Boar fhould rufh out thence amongfl our 
i f  Horfes, when we rode up to take a more particular 
:*j View o f  the place.. T his (M le  ftands on the N orth 

fide of the Town, and from hence you have the befl 
Profpeft o f fe C o u n try  all about. You fee f  J

I j under, you inclofed orj three fides* with long PLi<dges o f  
f ^Mounpiins,* which open towards the Eaft gradually-to 

\ f  the cfiflance of about an Hours R id ing ; but to the South 
| 1 fetches- a vaft Plain beyond the reach of the. Eye. In

tiiis Plain you lee a large Valley of Salt,^affording great The Vai- 
l\  ’ quantities thereof, and lying near about an hour diftance,c? of s^- 

bom the City. And this more- probably is the Valley 
of Sale, mentioned z Sw-8.. 13. where finote

] t\\t-Syrianŝ  and flew 18,000 Men, dun another Which
I  . lyes but four hours from Aleppo,and has fametimes paft 
p  .’ for it. The Air is good, but the Soil exceeding barren, . . .

nothing green to be teen therein, lave fame few Palm- 
Trees io the Gardens, ,ian3 here and these aboht the 
Town. • And from -thefe Trees I conceive is obtained its 
N am e, both' io Hebrew ( Twhiffo figoifks a

' r • .,f ‘ * * £ '>'*% W? ’■ •> ” '* T\ * v" fPalm-
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Tadrnr.

" ' (  8 0  ^  ’ 
Palm-Tree, and in Latin (Pand -the whole 
Country is thence denominatedSyria PaM renay  and 
fometimes Solitudines Paltnircuts: So that the Latines 
did not change but only Tranflate the old Name, which- 
therefore hill obtains in thefe Eaftern P a rts , and the 
more Modern is wholly unknown.': <•

The City it felf appears to  have been of a large Ex- 
• tent, by the fpace now taken up by the Ruines; but 

• . there'- are no foot-fleps o f any Walls remaining, nor is
it poilible to judge of the Ancient-Figure of the place. 
The prefent Inhabitants, as they are a poor, milerable, 
dirty People, fo they have {hut themfelves up, to the 
Number of about Thirty or Forty Families, in little 
H utts made of Dirt, within the Walls-of' a fpacious 
C ourt, which enclofed a moft Magnificent Heathen 
Temple; Hereinto alto we entred,' the whole Power 
of the Village, if I may fo call it, being gathered to
gether at the Door, whether to (land upon their De
fence, in cafe we proved Enemies, ( for ibtne of them 
bad their Gunsin their, hands) or out of meer Curiofity 

to gaze upon us, I know nor. However our 
& £ Gui de,  who Was an Arab, whom Ajfyne (a) 
pofed by the Turfy, and their prefeotKIng had fent to  Cooduft us 
pL ^fodX« nowTeh!s through the whole Voyage,- being a Man. 
conftrained to live upon known among them, we had an eafie Ad- 
»t°nfidmbTc“  oyr mittance.and with a great many Welcomes 
Men,who delight not to La- in their Language were led to the 
bour, nor to live under any Houfe, with whom we were totnake our

- abode. And to mention here what She 
Place at firft View Reprefents. Certainly the World it 
felf cannot afford the like mixture of Remains of the 
greateft State and Magnificence, together with the Ex
tremity of Filth and Poverty. .The neareft Parallel I 
can think of, is that of the Temple of Baal, deftroyed 
by Jehu, and converted into a Draught-Houfe, % King* 

And if, what is not improbable, this very 
. place;

 D
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m
:G *? y  ■ :. ... —

place was ,a Tetnpje of fupiter Belief' the Siroilitudc wili
run upon ill Four.' ./*, * r  L* i*. , ,4  . ... Th.r,m.

Being thus lodged within the place, l  Ihall begin with The
a Defcription thereof and proceed fo .jyhat I obferyed 
Remarkable w itlaoutt\'T he whole incldfed Space is a 
Square of i i o  f a td s  each ftde„ edccumpifs’d with a high 
and ftately W I .  built of large Equate St,o|ie. and ador-
ned withJPi&fters- within and ^ i th o p t/ to  the number ,
( as near as we could compete by what is (landing of 
the Wall, which is much the greater part) of 61 on a 
fide. And had not the Barbarity of the , Enemies 
to  every thing that is Splendid and Noble, out of a vain 
*Superdition, purpofely beat down thofe beautiful Cor- 
ni(hes both here and in other places, we had feen the . 
mod curious and exquifite Carvings in Stone which per
haps the World could ever boafto f; as here and there a 
finatl remainder, which has efcap’d their Fury, does a- 
bundantly evidence* The Weft fide, wherein is tfat En
trance*' is moft of it broken down, and near the middle 
of the Square, another higher Wall erected out of the 
R uines; which (hews to have been a Caftle, ftrong but 
rude ; thS old Stones artd many Pillars broken or fawn 
alunder, being foiled into the Fabrick, and illcemented.
Within were to be feen the Foundations of another Wall, 
which probably might anfwer this Front ; and that the 

|  MamalukesyWhoik Workman-Chip it feems moft likely tp  
have been, built the Caftle Here for the Security of the 
place.’ Before the whole length of this ftew Front, ex
cept a narrow Paftage which is left fe? an Entrance,is cut 
a deefDitch, the afcent whereof on the inner fide is 
fac’d with^tone to th e  very foot of the Wall^which tn u ^  
have render’d it very difficult to have a (faulted it. The 
Paffage to, "afid the Doqr it felf is very narrow, not wi* , 
der ahan #o revive a loaded Camel, or that two Fbot- 

Sr men may well walk a-bread. And as foon as yotr are 
within the firft Door, you- make a foort turn to thfc

^ . ’ , ■■ ' '• ' R ig h ts  ■' ,
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\  • (  w )  : ^  %
Right, and pais on1 to another of the like bignefe, \ 
Winch leads into the Court. But all this is but a new 
Building upon an old, and by this outward Wall is quite 
forouded that Magnificent Entrance, which belonged to 
the firft Fabrickv.of the ftatelinefs whereol we were 
enabled to judge by thq two Stones which fupportedthe 
fidcs of the great Gatc„ each of which is 35 Foot m  
length, and artificially carved with Vines and C lutters' ;  
of Grapes, exceeding' bold and to the Life., Thejc are 
both ftanding, and in their places, and the diftance be- \ 
tween them, which gives us the widenefs of the Gate 
a 5 Foot. But all this is now walled up to the narrow 
Door before.mentioned. O ver the little Door there is 
an Infcription in Greek, and aifo another in another Lan- j 
guage and Character, which I never faw till in Tadtttor,

. nor underftand what to make of it. From that ihGreek 
we hoped for fome Information ;.bu t it will be evident 
to  any one that reads it, that the Stone was brought 
from another place, and cafually put in there. ’Tis thus:

TO MNHM6ION TOT TA$6»N0 C 6KTIC6N 63 IAIojN- 
C G r iT lM lO C  OAAINA0 OC O AAM nf’OTATOC 
CTNKAHT [IKOG] AlPANOTOTABAAAAQOT TO T 
NACcePOY ATT»TG KAITIOIC ATTOT KAI TImNQIG - 
€IC  TO UAN-T6A6C AMNION.

Under this was the unknown Characters, v\ hich I. ihajl * 
here give you a Specimen of, it being as well as it qould t 
be taken, thus. Vide Figuram. ; * 

The Letters between thefe [ ] m ark | not Ce- . 
.gible, but I have ventured to fuppiy the defeCt, as a]fo 
vpu will fee in fome others following. Neither wasttbe 
l i n  MNHM6ION upon the Stone, but .w a | doubtlds 
omitted by miftake ,* and the Infcription is nothing e]fe 
but'the Infcription of a Sepulchre, the li^e to which wp

faw

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

10
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 



1  ■•'■■' • c * o  . . . „■. .  . ;
fiw  feveral, as I  {hall have occafion to  mention feme o f  
them hereafter. And as for the other Charafter, it be
ing added tihder every Greek Infcription we faw;  
and rarely foundalone, I am apt tb relieve it the Na
tive Language and C fa ra a e r  of the place, and the M atter, 
it contains,nothing elle but w hit We have in theK?r&ft*

As foon as you are entred within the Court, you lee 
the remainders of tWo Rows 6 f very Noble Marble Pil
lars r 7 Foot high, with their Capitals of moft exquilite 
Carved Work? as allb muft have been the Gornilhes be
tween them, before by Rude and Superftitjous Hands 

■ they were broken down. O f  thele there are now 
more than y8 remainingentire;but therem u^have been
a great many more, for they appear to have gone quite 

Ground thew hofe Court;%nd tb have fuppofted a ffioft 
fpadous double Piazza or Ctoyfter. O f  this Piazza the- 
Walbsofi the Weft fide, which is oppofed to the Front 
o f ‘the Temple, feem to  have exceeded the other in 
Beauty and Spactbufhefi ? and at each end thereof are 
two Niches for Statues at their full length,' with their 
Pedeftals, Borders, Supporters, and Canopies, carved 

I With the greateft'Artifice atid Curfoftty. The Spate 
within this once Beautiful Enclofure, which is now filled 
with nothing but the dirty Hurts of the Inhabitants, 1 
conceive to have been ah open Cboitf- In  the midft 

' whereof Rands tb&Tefnple, encompilsd With..another 
row of, Pillars1 of* a different O rder,'1 and much higher 
than the former, being above jo  Foot high., O f theft 
remain flow but 16, but there muft have1 been about' 
double that Number, which whether they  etvdofed an 
inner Court, or fupported the Roof of a Cloyfter, there 

.being nothing now of a Rbof remafrtihg, is uncertain. 
Only one great ^tone lyes down, which feems tci have- • 
teaent, from thele Pillars to the Walls of the Temple.. 
The whole Space contained within thefe Pillars We found 
to  be J9  Yards in  Length?'and in Breadth near 28. In .

■ * ■ ' the..-

r  V ' " " ..............- y  ' • *  ■
 D
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P f ®  -)— ._ ■
the midft of which Space is the Temple, extending in \ 
Length more than 33 Yards, and in Breadth 13 or 14. 
It,points North and South, having a moft Magnificent ? 
Entrance on the Weft, exaftly in the "middle of the ■ 
Building, which by the (mall Remains yet to be feen, 
teems to, have been one of the moft glorious Structures 
in the World, l never (aw Vines and Clutters of Grapes 
eutiin Stone, fo Bold, ft Lively, and f t  Natural, in any 
place*: And we had doubt left feen things abundantly 
more curious, if they had n o t been malicioufly broken 
to pieces. Juft over the Door we could make a jhift to  
diftern. part of the Wings of a large Spread-Eagle, ex
tending the whole wkieneis thereof. The largenefs 
whereof led me at fir ft to imagine it might have been 
rathtr a Cherub over-fliadowjng the Entrance, there fee

in g  nothing of* th£ Body* remaining to guide ones Judg
ment, and forne,little Angels or appear ftill ip the
corners of the fame Stone. But afterwards feeingother,

*. Eagles upon Stones that were fallen down, I conclude 
this muft have been ofle .likewift, only of a much lar
ger fize. w O f  this Ifemple there is,nothing at prefent 1 
bu | the outward Walls {landing, in which it is oblerva- j 
ble, that as the Windows were not large, fo they were 
made narrower towards the top, than they were below ; 
but all adorned with excellent Carvings. Within the 
Walls, the Turks>or more probably 4the , have
built a Roof, which is ftpported by finall PiWats ant| - 
Arches ̂  but a great deal lower, as well as in afl other 
refpe&s ^(proportionate and infcriotir to what the Aik  
cient Covering muft have been. And they have conver
ted the place into a Mofque, having added to the South 
end thereof new Ornaments after their manner, with 
Aralick Infcriptions and Sentences out of the Alcboran, 
wrote in Fiourilhes and Wreaths, not without Art, But 
at the North end o f the Building, which is (hut out of 
the Mofque, are Relicks of much greater Artifice and 1

" Beauty. I

 D
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Beauty. Whether they were in thd Nature of Canopies 
over fome Altars placed there, or to what other ufe they 
ferved, I am not able to conje&ure. They are beauti
fied with the moft curious Fretwork and Carvings • in 
them idft of which is a Dome or Cupola,jfbove fix Foot 
Diajueter, which we found above to be of one piece ,* 
whether hewn out ,of a Rock entire, or made of fome 
Artificial Cement or. Compofition, b y  Time hardened 
into a Lapideous Subftance, feems doubtful; though I

- am rather inclined to.believe the latter. It is in fine, a 
| moft exquifite Piece of Workmanfhip, and on which I

could Jiave beftowed more time to view it, than what 
I was allowed us, haftening to o the r Sights. >■“ 
p Having taken this Survey of the Temple, we went 

abroad, where our Eyes were prefently accofted with 
an amazing fight of a multitude of Marble Pillars, Hand
ing fcattered up and down, for the fpace of near a Mile 
of Ground, this way and that, but lo difpofed as to af
ford no folid foundation to judge, what fort of Stru- 

k  dures they formerly framed. I pafs by the Ruines o f A Mô c* 
I a Mofque, which, direding our Courfe Northward, Was 
I thefirft thing occur’d to our View, after we came put 

of the Court of the Temple, which though of a more 
^Artificial Frame and Compofure than many I have feen, 

f ye t is not worthy to flop us in the way to things both 
of greater Antiquity, and every w aym ore Noble ancl , 
worthy our Confideration. * Having therefore paft this,

' j o b  pave the P rofpedof fuch Magnificent Ruines', that 
# if it be Lawful to frame a Conjedure of the Original 

p r Beauty of the place, by what is ftill remaining, I que-
- ftion fomewhat whether any City in the World could 

have challenged P recedent© ^ this in its Glory. Rut it 
being itnpoflible as they now ffand to reduce them M m  
any regular Method, I muft be forced to give you a rude 
Account of them as they came in fight,* and which will

A | /  ‘ p  - O ' 1 fall
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C 91 )
fal] much (hort of the Greatnefs and Statelinefs which
they-; (hew to the Eye; *. /■ H K j 1

Advancing tjten towards the North, you have before 
you a very tall and (lately Obelisk or Pillar, confiding 
of (even large Stones, befides its Capital and a wreath’d 
W ork above i t  4The Carvings here, as in all other pla
ces, being extraordinaryjine. The height of it is above 
50 Foot, and upon it I conceive may have dood a Sta- \ 
tue, which the IW Ir, zealopi Enemies ;oLall Imagery, 
have thrown down, and broken in pieces. ’Tis in com- 
pafs, ju d  above the Pededal, 12 Foot and a half. On 
each hand of this, towards the Ead and Wed, you fee 
two other large Pillars, each a quarter of a Mile didant 
from you, which feem to have fome Correfpondence 
one to the other. And there is a piece of another dand« 
ing near that of the Eaft,. which,would incline one to 
think there was once a continued row of them. The 
height of this to the Eaft, I took with Q uadrant, 
and conclude tq be more than 4 2  Foot high, and the 
Circumference proportionable* .Upon the Body thereof 
is the following Inftrriptiom % ji

H J30YAH1 KAI O AHMOC AAIAAMCn A nANOT MOKIMOT 
TOT AIPANOT TOT MA00A KAI AIPANHN TO^J nAT^PAt̂  
ATTOT erC^BGlC KAI $IAOIIATPIAAC K(Al) nANTl TPOlTfi)
CC,t )c€ im«c *ap6cantac th riATPiAr kai iiatpioic 
06 OIC. T6 IMHC XAPIN 8 r d x c  N T  A MHNOC HANAIKOT. I

I perfwade my felf it would be but lod Labour tp 
(pend time in making Refle&ions upon this or the fol
lowing Infcfiptions,v as for the Knowledge they may ex
hibit, to the World, your own Conje&ures will more 
happily lead you unto it* than any thing I am like to . 
fugged. It feems however pretty evident they were a 
Free State, governed by a Senate and People, though 
perhaps under the frp te$ ioa  o f greater Empires, the

™ ' - "“V 8 ” kam m m $
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f t ' m m
Parthiani , lt & Probable, firft; add afterwards the Ro

mans > who for a long time contended for the M attery , 
here in the Eaft. Aik! this Government might continue 
-among them till about the time of , who de-
molifhed the place, and led Zenoliay Wife of 
Captive to Rome: Who, though file be called Queen, 
yet I find not that ever her Ifasbandi had the Title of 
King; but was only one of the Chief Inhabitants, a 
Leading Man in the Satiate (a s  ’tis probable this Alila- 
manes and Airanes were before film ) Who while theft?- 
mans werebufied in Europe;made him fdf great here/ 
and by his own Force repelled th who ha
ving Matter’d .whatever was held bp the Romans on the 
other fide of Euphrates, made an Incurfion 
but were by Odenatusdriven back beyond the River. 
In the courfe of thele Wars Odenatus was flairt, bnt his 
Wife Zenohia, being a Woman of a Mafculine Spirit ,
not only kept her GrouiM agaihft her Enemies abroad, 
but maintained her Authority at home, keeping the 

* Government in her Hands. . Afterwards out of a defire 
, to caft off the Roman Yoke, (he caufedthe whole Garri- 

$, fon/which was left there by , to be barbaroufly
cut o ffW h ic h  bringing Au back with his Army, 

[ *Jie quickly took the City, and deftroyed it; putting the 
! Inhabitants to the $wor<£ and c a s in g  Captive
m. to Rome; which was the Fatal Period of the Glory of 

the place. This Cuftom of theirs of running up their 
Genealogies or Pedigrees to  the * fourth or fifth Gene
ration, {hews them’to have .borrowed fotne of their 
Faftiions from their Neighbours the With whom it 
is not unlikely they had of old great Com m erce| and 
perhaps majiy of them were* defeended frb/n that Peo
ple, Zenohia her (elf being (aid to 'ha v6 been’a Jewefi:
O r elfe this mutt have beel rfie manner of all the Ea- 
ftern Rations. or Account of Time they
begin from thfe Death o f Alexander the Great; as th e

O t  Syrians

 D
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* • C 94 )  ,/ • •
Syrians generally do ; the very Chriftians at this day fol
lowing the fame ufage. Yet though they m ark the -  
date, of, the Year by Greek Letters, you may obferve 
fhey place them a different way from the Greeks, fe tting '  
the leflkN um ber firft, as if  they were to be read bacfc 
Ward, from the; right hand to the le ft;, as N  Y here , 
d e n o tin g ^ o . The third Letter A, I take to (land for 
the day o f the Month, m l  the laft which
is with us April;,this and other names of Months ,
which are found in other Infcriptions, being borrowed 
from the Macedonians,with very little variation.4’ That
they were Idolaters, is plain by the mention of their 
Country Gods, both here and in other places that 
their Commerce with the Jem , di(| ,nott  it (eems, bring 
them to the knowledge o f  the true God, or elfe they 
muft Jbave degenerated^therefrom, and relapfed into 
Idolatry, The other Pillar towards the Weft in Height 
and Circumference anfwers this, and has upon the fide 
the following Infcription engraved. 1* 1/ 1 ..

H B O T A H  K A r o A H M O C  B A P 61XGIN:  
A M P I C A M C O T  T O T  lA P lB < * A € O T C  KAI 
M O K I M d N ’" T I ' O l r f ^ A t T O T  6TC6B6IC KAI.

The Date of this,is not legible* neither does one know 
what Judgment to make of the tiring it f t l f 'T h a t fuck 
a Pillar fhould be erefted only to fupport the Tnfcription* 
and convey thefe mens Names to  After-Ages, without 
particularizing what they did to deferve that Honour, 
is forpething ftrange: unlefs we may foppofe it was a 
prevaling Vanity in thefe Eaftern Countries thus to enY 
deavour to Eternize their Fame, / An Inftance whereof 
we have in Scripture, in ,Ahfatoms, fetting him up a Pil
lar, z  fflngs.iS, i8 f- and p erkps before him, in Sad, 
k im m Z  - 1. Sam.
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i  Sam. 15. i i"  Gtliferwi|i it may appear improbable 
Conjefture, that the Pillar was ereaed long before upon 
fome other Occafion, and afterwards m ade1 ufe o f to  
this end; And I look upon it as paft all doubt that fe- 
veral other Infcriptions which we (aw,^wererpueh more 
Modern than the Pillars on which they were engra- i 
ved. •, ' ;•

Proceeding forward, dire&ly from the Ohelisk, about The PI- 
100 Paces, you c o m e  to a Magnificent Entrance, vaftly azzl* 
farge and lofty, and for the exquifitenefs of the Work- 
manihip not inferiour toany  thing before defcribed; I 
wiih I could add, that ft had not luffered the fame Fate 
as the reft, and th^n we might have feen a rare Piece 
o f the Ancient Bgaujy of the place. This Entrance leads 
you into a Noble Piazza ofumore than half a Mile long,
93 8 Yards according to our Mqafuring, and 40 Foot in 
breadth, enclofed .with, two rows o f (lately Marble Pil
lars, i d  Foot high, jand 8 or 9 about. : O f t h e f e  re
main (landing and entire i294fbut by a moderate Cal
culate there could not have been *lefs at fir ft than 
^Covering there,i$; none remaining, nor any Pavement 
a t the bottom? unlqfs it t e  buried under, the Rubbiftt.
But upgn almoft all the Piljars we found Infcriptions ^ 
both in Greek and the Language unknown, o f which we 
had time to take but very few, and thofe not very In -  
ftru&ive. But fuch as they are Iil-prefent you them 
here, without obferving any other Order? b u t as.they 
happened -to b e j r a n f a ib q d / . ;^ * ^ ^ ^ ^ :"

I O T A I O N  ATPHAION 26B6IAAN MOKlMOT 
T O T  Z € B g I A O T . . . . . . . .  A C Q a P O B A l A A O I
C T K A T € A Q O N T 6 C  6IC OAOr6CfAAA, 
gNnOPOlAN 6CTHCAN A P 6 C A N T A  ATTOIC 
TSIMHC XAPIN 3 ANAIK® TOT H N *  6TOTC....

J r  %
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I give you, S ir/thefe Infcriptions, as Tthofe before, 
p f t  as I found them, without any Amendments, fo much 
as of Litteral Faults, only where a letter, or piece of a 
word was not legible, if l could make a probable Con- 

je& ure what it ffiould be, I have ventured to add it. 
The laft feems to have been put up in Memory of an 
Embaflfy, performed by thofe Men that are named there- 
in, for fettling a Commerce and TrafBck, which was to 
their Satisfaction accomplifht: But with whom,- till I 
can find out what place is meant by {l) OAOrfiCIAAA, 
I muft remain ignorant. I am unwilling to entertain 
any thoughts of Getia \nMacedonia) or of Olgsffiu, a 
place mentioned by Straho in which comes a
little nearer the Name, being boih'fo* * remote, and the 
City of Tadmor ill contrived for a place of Trade, being 
far from the Sea, and without the Advantage of any 
River. Yet the Magnificence of the Place ftews they 
have not wanted Riches among th em : And their Salt is 
a  Commodity which Hill brings them in a conftderable 
Advantage. The O rder of the Numeral Letters you 
may take notice is again inverted f  but taking them the 
right way, the Year 5 $8 falls.in with the laft Year o f 
the Reign of Alexander Severn, which is of our Lord

f l  j  ’Tis not improbable that OAOrGciAC might have been the Name of 
a Perfon. Vokgtfts is a known Name fa Hiftory among the Parthian  Kings}
*o#whkh the othcr feems to bear a grea| Affinity.
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About the middle of the Piazza, upon another Pillar* 
was this following Infcription. r . 4 ^  r

H BPTAH KAI O AHMOC IOT AIQN A rP H A 10:N  
2HNOBION TON KAI Z A B A I A A N  AICMAAXOT TOT 
NACCOTMOT C T P A T H f H C A N T A  € N  € t l l A H M I A  
©GOT A A ^ S A t i A P O T  KAI TnHP€THCANTA TIAPOTCIA

a i h n 6 k6 i , pottiaa n6  in or  : tot
TfrwrAMP.NOT KAI O n  IA H M H C A C AIC QTHzslAAATIOCIN
S S S l  m  o « . » .
XPHMAT»N K A f  K A A « C  H O A 6 I T 6 t GAM6NON » C 
AIA TATTA MAPTTPtt®6NTA THO 06OT lAPlB«|OT 
KAI, TIIO ' 1 0 T AIQ ¥  . 1  %s TOT ^ E O X w T A T O t 1,
O n A P x o y  T o y  ̂ i | p o T  n p  ait «p i c y  k a i  t h c

n A T P I A O C  TON r i  A O n  A T F i  N T€fMfcC* X APIW 

<3T<$TC A N ' ' l l * '5Sp|j  ̂ t* * |i|p V’ !|  ̂ j ̂  ̂ ?a> **t ** v,

This is as Perfefl: an Ihfcription as any I met with , 
by the h&p of which we. may make a Judgment of all 
the reft * -a t leaft thus far; that they were put up in 
MSmory of fomfc * who had behaved themfelves; in 
thole Publick Offices" they bore, either in their ownfte* 
publick, or under the RwftAfaf; with Commendation ; 
this being a Pufolick Piace, where their Names and wor
thy Actions were Recorded and Tranfmifted to Pofte- 
rity. particularly in this, was
the want of theNaftie after lO T  A l O T ,  and took, 
notice of the like fpace vacant in the other Language 
under it;  and in both places it feemed to be not worn^ 
out with Timey but voluntarily fcfatchc out. Which 
confirms trie in theOfrini-# ihaf they jar^both one; andl 
that the unknown was* the Yulgtf5i as Grfekwfkstim^ 
Learned Language of the place, Upon:,another Pillar?5 
in.the fame Walk was f / ■ i n  • W >\1; \  •

* ' % ' | |  * SR 4 k ’ % iŜ fe
m m i M i o m .
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CGnTiMlON OTOP^AHN TON KPATICTON G n i T P O l t O N  ‘J 
CGBACTOT AOTKHNAPION KAI A P O A n € T H N  IGTAIOC  
ATPHAIOC 6  A A M H C KACCIANOT T O T M (6 )  A €  N A10 X |  
I tlilE f C "P«MAI»N TON 'fclAOif KAI TIP O CT A T& $ ?̂ O TC  j  
H 0  $ . (#)ANAIKft>. ■%

T ro ii another Pillar i i ,  ih e ^ fe m e M a z z ^ a s  1?r&ti- 
fcribed this broken Infeription which follows, which I J  
have endeavoured to make up from the former, belie
ving them in fubftance the very fame, with fome little |  
Alteration of Names.-

C6ElTIM(lON ^OTOP«AHN) TON KPA(TICT0K emTPO) I
nON o6 bac(tot aotk) hnapion  &a[ i > a p o a i t €])t h n  
lOTAioc at[ phai] oc 6 [ aamhc]  iitiacoc m[Ga6 n a i] oc

MAAft)XA NACC0TM0[ t3 o  KPATlCTOC TON[$IAON] t A I  
IIPOCTATHN TGIMHC G n G k GN  e T O T C . ^ . ,  [M H N € 1

:HjAN A ^ f ' % J '  ■- ,£J A W M 1 -

This is fc like the preceding, that I thought I might 
fairly take th e  Liberty to make thefe Additions to it. 
And what we may C olled from both, and diners others 
of a like Import, is, That as the State, the Senate, and 
People, did fometimes Honour thofe that had. bee%in 
Publick Truflj,. with Infcriptions upon theft P illars; So 
when, this was not done by them, Private Perfons had 
the Liberty to do the fame for their Friends. And I 
lball give you an Inftance by and by of one Engraven 
by a husband  vn Memory o f his Wifc.^ Upon feveral 
o f thefe Pillars are little Pedeftals jetting out about the 
•middle o f them, fometimes <Mq way only, and feme- 
times' morej which feem to have been the Bafts or Hand
ing places of Statues. But none o f thefe are remain- 
i n g ; neither is it to be expeded they fhouid, in a place 
which has been fo long in the hands of the Turks. O n

'•  ■ ’ ,T ' thefe
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C 9 9 . )
diefe Pedeftils W® faw many Infcriptions, fometimes 
when there were none upon tfee Body o f  the Pillar, and 
fometimes when there were. As for inftance thjs thtft 
follows upon the Petjeftal, thus.

r. • • .:;0- . mwii f ‘‘ « 5
C e n T I M I O N  AIPAUHN OAA.INO0 O T TON 

AAMrtPOTATON OTJIKAHTIKON. . And upon the 
Body of the Pillar this Imperfe&one; which I dare not 
venture to fill up, bufr fhall give it you as we found it.

e s A i v  - NT»N ATPflA l*...flrPH A IO A ® P..s.'. 
C T P A T la iT H C  A6 . i K H C  TcoN I I A T P mN 
X e j M H C  KAI  6TXAPICTIAC KAPIN 6 t O .T C
r  s  $ . -.>1^’ • £  r t  -■*

We fee they efteemed it very Honourable to have 
their Memories preferved after this manner |  but it is 
but little knowledge of them we ean get from hence, 
five now and then the Time when they lived. . As here, 
<6i Years after the Death of ^ /e x W e r  reach to the 
Year Qf our Lord 139* Another Infcription in the 
fame Piazza Wasthus.' '  1.

h  bota[ h  4 aI OA H] MO C  CenTIMIOfl JON KPATlC 
TON-e[nrrponoN cjeBACror AbTKHN[APioN]...'.eoAO
THN THC MHr£PbKOAe]N6lAC KAI ANAKOStICA(NTA T)AC 
CTNOAIACea IAI»N KAI M A P T T P H 0 6 N T A  TUO TeN  
APX&fllOPeN- KAI AAMIIPeC C T P A H C At? T A K AI
ATOPANOMHCANTA THC ATTHC- MHTPOKOA*M6fAC KAI 
nA€lCTA OIKO06N AKAAbCANTA KAI APGCANTA THT6 
AtTH BOTAHtKAI T« AHM® KAI N T N 6 i  AAMIIPb U 
CTMnoCIAPKON TeN TOT AIOC BHAOT l£ [p > N  TglMHC 
€ n 6 k6N G T . . . . . . . . . . .  SANAffie.
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■’ •; (  100 )
This affords a fuffieient confirmation o f what I before 

dbferved, that thefe were Honorary Iplcriptions in M e
mory of thofe that had behaved themfeives w eilin Pub- 
lick Offiots; of which we have feveral mentioned here,, 
whereof feme are very well known* bu t the others not |  
eafie to be met with in Books. By the word MHTPO- 
KQAa>N6lAC we may be a (Tu red that though the C ity  
was reduced i by the Romans into the form o f  a Colony, 
yet it had a peculiar mark o f  Honour fet-upon it, to 
fignifie that it was the chief of their Colonies in thefe 
Oriental Parts. That the Authority alfo of their Se
nate and People was continued to them. And befides, 
that there was-a Society,of Mem ;-ekhef Curators of • 
the Temple of Jupiter Belus ( t o  whom the Temple be
fore defcribed perhaps was dedicated, ]  or Overfeers o f  
the Sports and Feftivals. that were celebrated in Honour 
o f  h im ; of which Sodality this Septimius w as, when 
this Infcription was made, a  Sympofianh, perhaps their 
Chief and Goyernour. By this too we find; they did 
pot wait for the J3epths of thofe they thus honoured , 
before they provided fo r^he  Prefervation o f their Me
mories; but Famous Men were thus Regiftred for After- 
Ages even white they were alive. Upon one o f thefe 
Pcdeftals before defcribed, not. far from the former, , was 
the, following Infcription ; w hich! valued ,ihe more for 
the iitfle remainder it has prefervcd of the Name of Pal-, 
myra, by which the place was known to .the Romms.

^ T f l U l O N  OTOPmAHN, [C t n k a jh x ik o n  k a i  
BOTA^TTHN IIAAMTPHNON BHAA KABOCAPCA 

’TON $ 1[A<W] T6IMHC XAPlN 6TGTC O  t .

Thempper end o f  this Ipacjous Piazza was (hut in by 
a row of PiHars, ftanding fomewhat clofer than thofe 
on each fide ; and perhaps there might have been a kind 
of Banquetting-Houfe above, but now ho certain foot-

fteps-j

 D
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I w  i  . v *  ' :  , i  i*
IRSr #. * ■ **»«b»**,»- r \  ' *' ■. * * IB H P v(  fOI J
Reps thereof refflaki. But a little farther to the* left
hand, and, it  may be, continued w ith the former Walk,
lye the  Ruines of a very ftately Building, which I am
apt to  believe might have been for fuch an ufe. ’Tis . ^
built'1 of b a te !  Marble, and has an Air o f Delicacy and
Exquifitenefs in the Work,, beyond what is difcernable
in the Piazza.* The Pillars which fupported it are of One
entire S tone; and on one of them that is fallen down,
but fo firm and ftrong that it has received no Injury
thereby, we meafured, and found n  Foot in length,
and in compals 8 Foot and 9 Inches. Among theft
Ruines we found the only L athe  Inscription we law in
the place, and that fo imperfedf, tliere% bu t little of it
Intelligible. '

1 :AJ| if i®hp| &ift * :>wk s. f! !|
# es Or la  &  Pm  fagat ores Generis Hm&ni I}. D.
jST. tf. Diocletianus .V. ffimi Imfp. B t  Conftan-
tius (i? Maximianus J^o ll^C ^ fjO ^ra fe lm term iid e  #

E f i m j p i  *  %4.mm*, *■# *•
.And upon the fame Stone a little lower,* * r s > <,,l f ,^ ^ * *  ̂ - 0̂4̂ t j% '.jp*

. . . .  .* ntes Offiano Hierodete, V, P. -
mm$0 D. tf. M. 0. Eorum. $* r /  ‘

The Name of M m m ianm  Hercukus, who was Partner 
in* tl|e Empire with: Dwclejijw}which-ftiould have fol
lowed in the Infcription, teems to  have been on pOr- * 
pofe fcratcht out, and defaced; for what reafon I cannot v
guefs. The reft is loft by the * breaking of the Sforte.

%  the Weft fide of the great Piazza are feveral Open- The Pa- 
ings for Gates leading into the €our$ of the Palace : Tw o lacc. 
whereof, one would eafily believe when they were in 

/tte it Per&aidti, ^ f e  the Aoft Maghifioent andfGlo- 
rioui in die W brld, both For \6fo Elegancy o f the Work 
in general, A t  thote ftately Porphyry .
Pillars with whicMbeyiwerf adorned* Each G w  had 

1 Li k  i•> four,: ̂* II (HR ** * \ Wy v ' S ' " /"’■ , jt ^
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# % ** (  10* )
four, not (landing in a Line with the others of the Wall, 
but placed by couples in the Front of the Gate, facing 
the Palace, twp on one hancj> and two on the other^ O f  
thefe remain bijf two entire, and but one (landing in 
its place. They «te about 30 Foot in length, and 9 in 
circumference,« of a Subftance fo exceeding hard, that 
it was with great difficulty we broke off* a few (hivers 
to bring home witfi us for a Pattern of the Stone,theArt 
of making which, ^thi^k is quite loft. , We few feveral 
other, broken pieces of Porphyry, but neither of fo ac
curate a Mixture and Compofition, nor fo large as the 
former. The hard Fate of one I could not hut lament, 
when Idaw it debate^ tp fupport the Corner o f a little 
H utt, fcarce good enough for a Dog-kennel, or a Hog- 
f ty .. The Palace it felf is fo entirely ruined, that no 
Judgment can be made what it was in its Ancient Splen
dour, either for* the Figure or Wqrkmanfliip thereof. 
There is . only here and there & broken piece of a Wall 
remaining,'beat into pieces by Fiolence, and confumed 
by Time to that degree, that without the help of T ra
dition we could hardly be well allured, that a Royal 
Palace did once fill that Space. , We may guefs how-? 
ever that it fronted the Famous Piazza before mentioned, 
and was furrounded with rows of Pillars of different 0 r: 
dgrs, many of which are ftill (landing, (ome plain, and 
feme wrought and channelfd, as thole immediately en- 
cqmpaffing the Temple. And upon thofe little Pedeftais 
which flood out of the .middle of fome of them, I ob- 
ferved feveral Inferiptjpns, But . could not conveniently 
take more than one, which together with the Pillar that 
fupported it was fallen to  the Ground. , T w as this.

MAP06IN AAGSANAPOT TOT KAJIAAHTOT 
OTABAAAA0OT TO T CTMa>NOT COPAIXOC 
A&AMOT AIIHP ATTHC M N H M H G  G N G K g N  
M H m  ATCTPct) TOT f  T €TOTC

; if

 D
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(  I&3 )  * , •
I f  the reft were of a like Nature with-this, we hare 

loft no great matter by not taking them, this being 
only a Memorial, which a kind Husband caufed to be fet 
up in Honour of his Wife. The Month , atl-
fwers our Marth, and the Year 490 front the Death or 
Alexander the Great, the Year of* our Lord 1 

,1 omitted to mention before, that under the Long 
Walk runs a Current of hot Sulphureous Waters, and 
there is 3 Well andotherPaflages down to  them. * But 
whatever they may have been of old, they are not flow 
fo convenient as another about half a Mile Weft ward 
from hence 5 Where there is a very good Defcent into 
the Water, and it is flfll ufed by the People to Bath in. 
Near to which, -upon the Pedeftal of a broken P illar, 
[o r perhaps it might bean  A ltar] remStns th is follow
ing Infeription. W-. I f

|  A ll BwAANDC' ZHNOBIOT
TOT AIPANOT TOT MOKIMOT TOT MA00A €111 M6A€TH 
COH AIP€06lC 64>KA€ .n'HrHC THO JAPIBaAOT ©eOT TON 

B«[forfatl B»MON]~ 6 |  lAI»N ^iN60HKfN «TOTO A O T
mhnoc rnepBepeTAio^ t •,

I  am .pretty confident that the word I  have markt 
with a Line under it, is rightly taken, and therefore 
know not what to guefs it to be, unlefs the Proper Name 
of the Fountain. And Upon that Suppofition the In- 
fcriptionis eafily Intelligible,^ftewing that Bdanusi Son 

d£ Zew fow ,®*being Elefted O ra fe e r or Cufator of 
this Fountain, under Jartholus, built thiy Altar to  

ter,in the Year of Alexander474. L i .  ̂ of our Lord
15:0. and on the. xoth. of Qff the latft Kappa be a 
Numeral, as l foppofe it rnuftr B ut! who this Jariloius 
was, on tfhom they bellow, a$*generally upon1 the 
fww EmperQurs, whofe Names occur In the Infcriptions, 
the Title of 06QC,. is not fo fiiclle a Gtonjediture.
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' '  . ■* ; C io 4 )  . ■ " ■>' , ’ ..
•were under the Parthian,before' the fell in a-

• M n o n g ft them ; but the Date lhews this to be after the 1 
of soct fo after fheir coining* |

* ia  an Idferipti^Pk bef^e mentioned, which is o f a later |  
H r  Date than this by 80 Years, we have the Name o f the |  

fame Perfon. Hot Sulphureous Baths are things very |  
frequent in this Country i  and thence it was that j t  ob* 
tained the Nameiof <Syria Salutifera.:The-fcent of-ltfie |

, Waters here is much like thofe of in , wit
not fo ftrong, neither is the Tafte fo oflenfive. O n the | 
contrary, when they* have run fo far from the Fountain, I 
asrto become edd, they are very potable, and are* the 
only  Waters the Inhabitants ufe. But we, during our |  
fftay there, lent to a F o u n ta in ^  very excellent Water, 
diout an hour'diflanf fro n y h e  City..

On the Eaft fide like wife o f the long Piazza flands, |  
if I may ufe fuch anExpreflion, a Wood of Marble 
® llars, fame Perfeft, and others deprived b |th e i r  beau- 
ciful Capitals^ but Cofcattered ahd confuted, that if Is 
no t poilible to reduce them into any Order, fo as to  
conje&ure to what they anciently ferved. In one place
are i i  together in Square after this manner : v 1 p£- I

„ved at the bottom with broad flat Stone, but without 
any Roof or Covering,. And at a little diftance from 

the little that ftands the Ruines of a fmall Temple, which by the 
irempie. remains feems to  have been for the Workmanfhip very 

curious * But the Roof is wholly gone, and the Walls 
very much defaced and confumed with Time. Before 
the Entrance which looks to the South, is a Piazza (up* j 
ported by fix Pillars, two on. one hand o f the Door, 
and tw o on the other, and at each end one. 1 Andctfie 
Pedeftalf of thofe in the Front have beet! filled with Ifc* 
feriptions, both in Greek and the other Language ,* but 
they are now fo obliterated and worn out* as not to be 
'Intelligible. The moft perfeft was.this tha t follows.

MAA6NTON
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W  )  . * */
MAA6NT0N KAI ATPinnAN lAPAtOT TOT 

PA AIOY rPAMMAT6A T 6^O M ^^’O'N TO* 
A6TT6PON 6ntAtt^I[A] ©GO-r. AAPIANOr 
AAIMMA nAPACXOTA. S-fiNPlC # $  KAI 
nO A 6lTA [tC ]..v 4  And a little below were thefe 
ftragling Letters vifible^# •'̂ ^ 4 4  •

6 N H . v ;SN T n H P g -T H C A ’M T A  T H l a i v ;
CTPA.T6TMA ̂ T O Y V .. T rfO  W ®
NAON TON-4. ’. AlOCf||NT>T

I IhouJd have imagined the KAI to h a ^  beep a 0 > 
pillative, and the fecond Name jrcjPpii
the former, but that th l  words following in Ihe Singu
lar Number, ’"will not adHHt of fuctf^h. Conftru&iofi. 
ThePerfon then in Memory o f whom this Infcription 
m s  made, muft have been named Malentus C&dgrtppa, 
who bearing fuch ah Office as Scribe, or th | like, ih the 
Expedition o f Adrian the Emf^four* performed an A<S 
« f  Publick Beniftcerice and Gerierofify. bo th 'to  ^ ra n -
gers and Citizens, denked by 'th e  word Mb I
(  C ) AAIMMA, o r  which ltg*  us of one, who was accufed a
aifies U ndion. Perhaps he diftributed * *
amongit them Sweet 0 yIs, to be tiled in whitv
or after their BithirtgsV*-” j l s , p ity 'w hat ’
followsis fo im p e rfe f tffa f  efpecially that ' v^wj/nwation, nc’of
we cannot find out the D a te : For. that the ProvW to theGover-
might t» W  directed us to thg precii§ time * '
of Hadrians Expedition" into* tW(e Orien- gmunmttm'j be f«ppo-
tal Parts, wheirehe n M i great Conquefls,;
and "enlarged th e+Bourids; o f the Kuwait , ufed foowimet by the Re-.
Empire.

Batjas great a Oiriofity as anf, \|efq their Sepuicheg, 
being Square Tolvers, fotft df h t 'e  Stories high, 
ftanding on bot^ fides o f  a llbHowC wSy,' towards (he . •'

. ‘ ■■ - ftJardi,
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North part of the C ity. They ftretch out in length 
theij>aceof a Mile, ana " ^ % a ^ e n d
a great way further. At our firft view of them, as wg 
entred the place, we could not conjefture what they 
were; (bine thought them the Steeples of ruined 
Churches, and w^re in hopes we Ihould have found 
fome footfteps of Chriftianity here. Others took them 
to have been Baftions, and part o f the Qld Fortifica
tions, though there*is not fo much as any Foundation 
of a Wall to be feen. But when we came a  day of two 
after, more curioufly to enquire into them, we quickly 
found their ufc. They were all of the fame Form, but 
of different Splendour and Greatnefs, according to  the 
Circuriiftances of their Founders. The firft we viewed 
was entirely Marble |  but is now wholly in Ruines, and 
nothing b u t'a  heap o f  broken Stones, amongft which 
we found the pieces of two Statues, one of a Man, and 
another of a Woman, cuj in a fitting, or father lean
ing Pofture 5 and the Heads and part of the Arms o f  
both being broken qff, but their Bodies remaining pretty 
entir^,- fo that we had the Advantage of feeing their 
Habits, which appeared very Noble, but more approach
ing the European Falhion, than what is now in ufe in the 
Eaft jwhich inclined me to believe they might be Ro> 
mans '. Upon broken pieces of Stone tumbled here and 
there, we found fome,as broken Infcriptions, but not 
affording any perfeft fenfe, they are not worth the Tran- 

, fcribing. : ? ** .-7 .

Many other Sepulchers there were, as much gone to 
decay as this, which therefore we paft by, to go to two, 
which flood almqft oppofite to  one another, and feemed 
m oft perfeft of any, though not without marks o f the 
Turkijk Malice. They are two Square Towers, rather 
larger than ordinary Steeples* and five Stories high, the 
outfide being of common Stone, but the Partitions and 
Floors within of good M arble; and beautified too with

 D
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• - . - ■ ( i o 7 )  . ■ .
very lively Carvings and Paintings; and Figures both of 
Men and Women, as far as the Bread and Shoulders; 
but miferably defac’d and broken. Under thefe Statues, 
or by their fides, are, in the unknown Charaffer, the 
Names probably of the Perfons there buried, or by 
them repreferited ; or elfe fome other Memorials of them. 
We entred one of thefe by a Door on the South fide, 
From which was a Walk crofs the whole Building'jud in 
the middle; But the Floor was broke up, and To gave 
us a fight of a Vault below, divided after the fame man
ner. The Spaces on each hand were again fub-divided 
into fix Partitions by thick Walls, each Partition being 
capable of receiving the largeft Corps"| and piling them 
one above another, as their way appears to have been , 
each o f thofe Spaces n ig h t contain at lead fix 6r feven 
Bodies;^ For the loweft, fficond, and third Stories, thofe 
Partitions were uniform,1 and altogether the ftfne; fave 
from the fecond Floor? which anfwered the mam En
trance, one Partition was referved for a Stair-Cafe. 
Higher than this, the Building, being fomething contra
cted towards the top, would not afford fpace for the 
continuation of the fame Method :  ̂ Therefore the two 
uppermoft Rooms were not fo parted,* nor perhaps ever 
had any Bodies laid in them. Unlefs it was that o f the 
Founder alone, whofe Statue wrapt up in Funeral Appa
rel, and in a lying Podiire, is. placed in a Nieh, or ra- 
ther‘Window in* the Front of the Monument, fo as to  
be vifible.both within and without. Near to this Statue 
was the following Inlcripfton. .

TO M N .H M610 N 6 K T I C A N  e A A B H A 6 C  
MANNAIOC C0 XA61C MAAXOC OTARAAAA0 O T 
TOT MANNAIOT TOT gAABHAOT ATTar KAI 
TIO IC 6T0 TC. A I T  MHNOC SANAIKOT.

S ' ' I  flnfef ■' s ; 1 ■ T is
fc**- , r 1 • * j *” , Si

#
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C f # )  ■
/T is  a litife doubtful whether att« fhould not rather 

be mac|eL attoic ; or elfe there muft be a fault la  the 
T u  b, and all thofe but the Names of one Perfon. The 
other Monument on the other fide of the way is 
very much like this ;  only the Front and Entrance are! 
towards the N orth; and ’tis not altogether fo Polite, nor 
fo well Painted. But the Carvings are as good, and i t  
thews altogether as Stately and Magnificent as the for-; 
mer. Befides, it has the Advantage in Age o f a whole 
Century of Years :: As appears from the Date o f  the 
following Infcription. '/T is  placed above a NichT in the 
Front, adorned with handforrt Borders and Cornifhes; 
the place, doubtlels, of feme Statue, and probably that 
of the Founder.. | | | j g j k & J p B p I

MNHMglON AIcdNION FfiPAC aKOAQMHCSN 
IIXOC MOKIMOT TOT KAIAKIAACICOT TOT! 
MA.......OT 6ICT6 6ATTON KAI TIOTC KAI
&mmifieiDic A i | «

This is the moll Ancient Infcription I met with in 
tadm w, the 3 14th. Year from the Death of 
the Great, preceding the Birth of our Saviour about!' 
Ten Years. The other alfo is between i o  and 30 Years!, 
before the Reign of Hadrian ând confequently before^ 
the Romans got footing here. And from thefe fumptta- 
ous S trudures, and thefe coflly we may
reafcnahly conclude, they Were a Potent and Opulent 
People, before they became Subject to the RoffltitfSj and 
were not obliged to them for their Greatnefi.

And now l  believe I have wearied you fufficiently by 
leading you up and down the Ancient and Famous C ity  
of Tadmw,and giving you, fq ^ y  an Account of o u r
Employment there. After four days flay we returned, 
not the way that we came* but proceeding Eaftward ttK 
^ rd & th eR iy e r Euphtaia ,-In pur way which, th e !

- . th irds.
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^  ^  54 gp::;; m* .* .

i p f *  .i î. **--Jijjd t  f̂ itjf- ■ , - U  ,;> ( ( B B P j
th lr f  day; pafling through aTillage caHed u|>oh V ' .  
a  Stone fetwrong end upwards, in the midft of the Wail 
o f the Mofque, we met with the following Infcription.

MI M6riCT» K^P^TNte TP$P C»T HPIAJ3 TP A; .
AAP1ANOT CeB,„.TOT KTPIdr AfA0ANfeA'O«f-ABIAHNOC 
thc a6 kaijoa6 oc thn kamapan #koaomhc£ n kai
IHN -KAbr« !.v. e* JA!»N- AWfe&jeN 6TOTC 6  M T  MHNOC
AaQT. ." , , ■ . ?'•■ ’I * * 4  S * *' y A|' '• \  ■ \ a£ J '  *• 'V>. •

And under this was in o fa e f-in tire fame Language 1
andCfoaradter we had feen itfa d m o r -,; 't  was furprized ■ '
to find fuch an Infcription in *this place, nor can any w;ay 
guefs how they fooald come by  iff And the-mentioij. of •'
Decafolis makes me ft ill more in the dark. If  orie might 

f extend the.fiounds of Decapolis, as fome are laid to have 
done, as far as Cdofyria, and comprize under this Name 
again ail S y r i a , P b e M c i a  -only 'excepted, then peed it
npt fee brought from elfewhere^ but'ftrft fet up in this 
Village. But this will not bfe' allbwed-by thdfe. who 
m )tt-D e u p tlh  p riy  a part of Paleftke. t t e  M atter 
of Fa«ft it contains is only an Account of the Magnifi
cence of this’ Agatbangeltu AliUnus, whoever he was*

I  ' kainhn. The Date ‘44 y agree^ to the if&ZSSPEnZ, 
Year of our Lord izx.  wSich was the J*“y fl>°uid with Boats 

7*b.Of the Reign o f BaJnon .And the
Month A»QC is OUT Auguff, I cannot imagine. I rather

adhere to the other figaiff- '^ . ^ 1 ^  ' 4 , ' ^catjot|(
The next day we paft by the Ruines of a large M o  Arftf*- 

% nailery, of the Maronites, as I guefs it to have been,
S z  ' by

n B  ‘ _m\ % . _ tk'' . II *' \  ■** / *’
® 1 fa * '«8yl " , V - » ' M-

wiiu lur u& iaiciy wr toe Emperour erected at
■his, own Charges, and dedicated td the Thun
derer, a Royal Banqueting- Houle, (  for lb  
W  ( ^ / amapa to fignifie) arid a Bed 
Or Mate,* tor alter KMNH there IS doubt* Tor a kinder Ships or Boats, 
left a Letter omitted, and it ought to be lo?f’ “ rrow>.̂ «ht>Jnd «►
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(  p o  )
by an Infer iptiott we met with upon the Capitals o f fe- 
veral Marble Pillars, which fupportedthe middle Ifle of 
a handlbme Church, Which was to this efied.

f  m i CEPria iniEK0. Ta LENTEN" map»ni«
T« XaPEIIlEK0. ^  ' |  t* ‘‘ :•

From thence we paft on, and came the fame Night to 
Euphrates, arid having travelled two days on the Banks 
of that Famous River, we came to the Tents of the 
Ring of the Arabs,whohad firrniftfd us with a Guide 
for our Voyage. With him we remained two Nights, 
and in two Days Travel more came back fafe to Aleppo, 
having been out in the whole juft 18 Days.

The Reverend and Learned Author o f this Account, 
not with Juft ice be cenfured,if fome
of the Hiftory of this Place, have eftaped his Memory, be
ing obligedv to write without recourfe to the Rooks proper
for his purpofit which were not to be had 
W e have fince procured a Curious Prof pell o f tbefe 
Ruinei, taken on the Place; which, with fome further 
marks thereon* f k a U h e  publifhed in the next Tranfaftiom

7 ' i ' U l B v

c | i %, f | || f | fgj 1
*■ ■ v .._. i  . - ,  *" ' _______ a I v ' V
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