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diftin&e defcripficius. Hie meofe Decembri ab Auftra- -
libus caeli partibus per aftra Leporis* Orionis & Tauri
ubi Eclipticam (ecuit cum inclinatione graduum 76, «
per Perfeum ad Caffiopeam pervenit, ubi videri delut
menfe Januario, anni 165"3. Hie videri caepit mmo
Menfis Septembris in eadem Calliopes parte ubt die vi-
deri defierat, indeque pergens per humeros & brachia
Cephei, ubi latitudinem maximal ab Echptica habuit
graduum 76. tranfiit inter Draconem & Cygnum, per
_, peliem Leonis inHercule, perOphiucum ufque ad Con-
& N frelJationem fcorpiij quam tenebat in ultimis obiervati*
175 onibus a die 24 ad 28 Septembris habitis.  Ex his autern
S obfervationibus collegimus ccmetam hunc Perigeum ob-
< tinillfle die 7 Septembris vefptie cum maximlvelbcitate
;' apparent! graduum fere decern unius didfpatio. *

V. Part ofa Letter from DrSzy toLifter*
conceming  the Vertnesof the Ofliracites-3
with a Kewnrtv*of the son e

| Have been waiting a confiderable time for a further
| and fuller Account of the Virtues of the Oflracites,
from Dr. Home of Barmck, from whom I had the firft
Account of its being fo extraordinary a Medicine in the
Nephritis,but as yet have not got all the Satisfaaion
that | would have inthe matter. However, kit you
Ihould think | forget to make a Return to your laft obli-
ging Letter, I rather choofe to fend you the following
Account, imperfeft as it is, than make you wait any

longer for a better.
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Dr. Hone,in a Letter to me in dift,

me, ‘That lie never us’d this Medicine to any that he
« knew to be troubled with a Confirmed ftone (‘being
* perfwaded that no Medicine can break a large (lone)
4 but only to fuch as were afflided with Gravel or finall
t Scones™ that fomeof his Patients were cured without
I evacuating any gravel or Stones at all, that others evt-
J cuated both: 1 hat it never does its Work fuddenly,
* (being hot remarkably Diuretick) but that it rather
« diffolved the little Stones than forced 'em.  That none
* that he ever gave this Medicine to,however grievolfly:
*and frequently affixedbefore, have ever been troubled
“ withNephritick pains fince;That hi| manner ofgiving
“it,isin finepouder mixed with about athird part ofjkres
* Cbamyel » Dole fromhalf a Dram to one Dram in
*White-wine. That the greateft Dofe is often apt, to
1 ojfend and naufeate the Stomach; That he once gave
1it alone with a weak infufion of Chamomil Flow-
Vers, in White-wine after it, but that this did not fo
f well. *X ' W or g t ]| b ¥
Thus far he. | can fay but little yit.of my own
Knowledge of this Medicine, having had it but a fhort
swhile,-and notusd it yet to any but one Gentlewoman,
whole frequent and violent Fits of the Gravel, made her
lead a Life uneafy enough. | gave her this Medicine
not mixed with flores Chamomel (for at that time | was
unacquainted with DtHomes manner of giving it) but
with poudered Semina Saxifrag. | cannotfay, that fince
fhe ufed this Medicine the never had any Returns qgf her
pains, but {he neither has them fo violent, nor fofre-
quently; and whenever (he is threatned with them, fhe
moft certainly finds eafe by that time fhe hastaken three
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Doles of tier Powder: And fhe hasfince the ufe of \

this Medicine voided a great many fmall Stones: But
the reafbn perhaps why ihe is ftili threatned with the

Return
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Return of her Nephritick Pains, is, that ftie has never
followd her Medicine throughly, but upon the third
Dole, finding fuch certain Eaie, fhe gives it over, till a
new Fk forces her to ufe itagain.  But however, this ha*
ving done fo much more for her already, than any
thing (he ever met with before, lhe is fo pleasd with it
and (peaks fuch great things of it, *that | believe {he wiM
foon furniih me with opportunities enough of giving it
a fait and*full Tryal; and when I know more of it,
<you may expert to hear farther.In the mean time it
m?/not perhaps be amifs for you to be uftng it your
and | dare promife you, that you’ll find forrie-
what in it, that will make you fet a Valu$2upon

on

*| take this Shell to be that which you call *
amaxmus ngos & dpb and which you have With
Sthe utmoft exadnefs defcribed. It burns to a Lime as
.= other Shells do, and as the Sel weakly) does,
= It yields no VolatiiSalt, tho’ I try’dit in a naked Fire;;
3 nor*does common Qyfter-lhells, frefli taken and ufed,
o afford above half a Scruple of a Liquor fomeWhat mo-
8 derately Urinous, from four Ounces of Shells. And it
s may be, if they were long dryed and expdfed to the
3 2 Wearier, theyjvould loofe even that, and yield no
@ more Volatil Salt than the Qliracites. 1 coiifefs | was
£ fomewhat furprized at this matter; fince there are who
E 5 fay, that even the other Shells, that are commonly
5 = call’d petrify’d, yield a Volatil Salt: and I had my (elf
from the Shells of Guftaceous Fifties, (particularly of
Lobfters) had a Volatil Salt and fetid Oyl in no incofi-
fiderabte quantity, even in a Sand “irhace. But thefe
fort of Shells differ from other Shells (as,yoifhave ex-
adly ohfefVed) in this too, Quodin his cardi-
nem leviter B qui tarren in Oftreis puulum
ter ét* They differ top in their fpecifick Gravity,
M % thefe
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«thefe being more ponderous thgn common Oyfler*fhell$P
and fomewhat near the fpecifick Gravity of th

But indeed they differ one from another in Gravity, as
well as from other Shells, as they partake more or left
*of a Tophaceous Subftance that coats many of em
on the infide, and which perhaps may be fomewhatT
gkin to the Selenites.  And whether they may not have
many other-very different Qualifications one from ano-
ther, according to the feveral different Bed they are
found in, |think there may be (ome reafon to doubt.
1 have obferved fome fuch differences among the Comua
Ammonitehaving had one or two fmall ones from our
Coal pits here, that had a confiderable mixture of,rhe
Pyrites; whereas thefe that are found about Whitby, ™*
proalh , | think, more to the nature of the Alum-
ftone ;and perhaps the Gomua Ammonisof the Ancients
were found in Beds of fomewhat yet more valuable-
fince Pliny(ays theywere of a Golden Colour, agd wc
reckoned, interSacratifimes /Ethiopia gemmes. | know
Agricola, [De ortu & omfis Suiterraneorum, lib. iv.T ac-
counts for this Golden ~Colour after another manner :
€omua Amonis inquit fuccoaluminis infet
Junt. And | am ready enough to think,that there is fome
truth not only in this, Obfervation,but in whathe i Imme-
diately addsjdem@ aim
Ait. For | cannot but attribute the extraordinary appea-
rance of Colours in the Peacoktail coaly t0 its being
irifetS"d with the Succus Aiming having feen fome De.
ces™of this pretty fort of Coal, flioot into true andse-
ouibe Alum. Yet Icannot take this to be all the rea.
fon of the Golden Colour of the Comua the
Anttents,* fince | think, it this had been all they had

J J * * numbrcd, ordererved a place among their
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But be that matter as it will, | think its time to pat

an end to a Letter, that’s already grown much longer
then wasdefignd j,Khali therefore add.no more con-
cerning thefe Shells, being unwilling to burn my Fin-
eers with thatintricate and perplextqueftion, What the)
aref Allthat | (hall fay of this matter lhall be only
this- If they be real Shells, their being found in fueh
different parts of the World, and at fuch great diftance
from any Sea, may ferye for a fair and convmc.ng A*
& eumentof theUniverfaltty of the Deluge. And it they
‘;; be not Shells, but only ftones formd by (whatfome
o People call) Fanciful and. fporting Nature, we may at
< leaft conclude thus much from it, That fmce eventhefe
H U(hs Mature, thefe Freaks, and random ilrokes of Na-
o ture, have not only a Beauty, buta real ufe, thatno-
thlng in Nature ismade in vain i And that many other
> Foinis that we now contemn as toys and trines, fit on-
ly for furnilhingout a Mufcum, may have other remar.
kable Virtues, that mayintime bring even them to be
taken notice of, and valud, aswell asthe long neglected

and defpis’d Ofiracites.

The DoSors Rermark

N B The Golden.Colour it fromits heing a Pyrites,
that is IronHre  Again, All,the Gonchite kind,
\hut nore particularly the Bejcmnit»e & lapides Ju-
4 daici, were knowrto the Antients forSpecifieks in

Gravel.
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