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The Verktl Prbcefs nfm the DifcOvery ofan Mient Se-
pulchre]n the Village of Cochemupon the River

4{[EurewFrap,e(* 1k © g

ERRTIEETZ & A T T LprrMwd ! ity ?

T N theyeare ig$|. ~he ii”: day<rf; #~; Wee, Olivier
JL Eftitnne an Advocate in Parliament, fubdelcgated by
Monfeigneur de MarillA, Concellour of State'in ™ordinary,
& having the conduft ofthtworkes that are'making upon
% the River of Eure belowthe Village of Doe Certi-
3fy8 to all prefent and to come, that upon the petition of
< Mejfire M en, Pretoft of Coekfel, i~ttight and Lord pfthe
H Mannour ofthe upper znd lowei Cockerel, wee have thi*s
gday come to the fayd town of CochWel, having with usfe-
o veral Witneffes, and from thence to apiede of Land of the
2 fayd Mhnnour of upper Cockerel called les Hmberges, upon
the top ofarifing Ground expofed on all fides to the Sunn,
a little declining from South to Weft” Where being come
the layd Lord of the Mannodr otCochereitX\< remonftrate -
unto U that having occafioti for i'conhdbrihle'*uahtftyoi’
Free-Stone for the reedification of the gate orSluice for
boates of the Mills of Bhd' which h'ee is to tepaire
by the Kings order, hee had for,that pur.pofe caulSdtwe
. great Sone™which appended iff this place above goutuSfpfler
ly as two Limits or Bounds, die one about a foot antf the
other about 8.or9 Inches to be further uncovered, and they
had been found to bee frfbot heigh, and abouta foot and a
halfthick; marked in the figure of the Sepulchre A and ft;
the bredth of the one niatked A of tjifee fbot, and the
other marked B Oftwo footand a half, retend ways”ovon?
~Aanother; and they had further obferved in making this dift
cofery, that it'.was' an;.Antient Sepulchre; £but only on'
threefides.'vfeAtpneo'ttd at the h&d by thCitwoStonesafrear
dy meiitiohedyohihe tight fide by a Stbiie plafed eck-ways
upon its thicknefs of about 14 Inches, and being above 5
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footand a half long, and about 3 foot broad, torchingina
Right Angle thl Stone marked B at.the head; and at the
feet another Stone was fit, it was marked D, of the lame
thicknefi of the precedent, and about 4 foot fquare; all thefe
Stones were cemented together with Morter made of the
Chalk or Marie taken out ofthe fame hole, and mingled
with little Stones or Gravel. . mi 4

That in this Sepulchre were found the Bones of about
twenty Bodies of Men, ofthe ordinary Stature, between 5
footand a half, and 6 foot, excepttwo Youths of about 15
or.1 6¥arsold| all thefe Bodies lay extended North and
South, the Arms along the Bodies, and the Heads all placed *
along the tWo Stones A. B. In the Right Angle there Wert
two Bodies fiparated from two others by the Stone £, ofa-
bout afoot thick, 4 foot broad, and"5 foot and a half long, *
thalLt lay in the manner ofa Tomb Stone uj)Quthe two Bodies
underneath. All thefi heads had very fair found
them, and the Craniumand other Bones of the Head, were
much ftronger and thicker than thofc of ordinary Heads
which argued them to nave bpeapf ftrong well conftituti-
orfd Mfen'; ampnglt them affthere was not any Womans

In proceeding ftill to examine the Sepulchre, we did ob-
firve, that at tte fimedifiance from the Superficies,of the"
Earth, and from thofe Bodies thus buried, there was three
littfe'earthen Pots,,pf about 4 InchesDiameter, and between
4dndi5 Inches high, ofablack Earth asfoftas W ax; which
could not be fepapted from the other Earth without brea-
king them, ana the peices being come into the open Air
turn’d of a greyifh Colour and grew hard; Thefe Pots
were fell of Wood Coals arid AChes, which were not much
eriihfebd: « *

All thefe lafge Stones of the Sepulchre were rough, and
had not been cut, but feem’d to ‘have been fetcht froma
Neighbouring Quarry, whichis about 4.00 foot off, upon the
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W e obferved befides, that in the place where were laid
the two Heads ofthe Bodies, that lay upon the Tomb-Stone
E there were found two Stones: ‘The one whereof wasa-
botit 6 Inches long, and fome 15 Lines broad .in its broad-
cft place, and about 4 Lines thick; fram’d like the head of
a Pike, Very fliarp and cutting at both ends and on theTides;
it was a yellow Flint, of which the;beft Fire-lock Stones are
made, beingalmoft aShard as an The other Stone,

NWhICh was likewife under one of thefe Heads, was fhap’d
I|ke the head of an Axe, about 4 Inches long, and 3 Inches

mbroad having a hole at the narroweft end, and aboutf

< Lines thick, very fharp and of a greenifh Stone, fpotted

HWlth white fj>ots as hard as Agaf : the Lapidaries

S call it Pierre dedr the Nephretick Stone.

5 Under the two Heads which were under the Tomb-Stone

SE, therewere alfo found two other Stones; the one much

£ of the feme Nature, with that firft deferibed, but fomething

:,Ionger and the fharp end a little dull’d. The other waS

Slikewifein tI"lhape of ali Axe Head, very-fharp and cut-

'S ting, ofabout Incheslongand 2and a halfbroad, and 6

= Lines thick, with a holein itatthe narrow end T he Stone

5‘Was ofa dark green Colour, which the Lapidaries call,

ental Serpentine. * \Y

* On the left fide of the Sepulchre WhICh was open, there

g were fixteen Bodies in the feme Situation as the firft, placed

+<= North and South, their Heads along the great Stone A, and
the Arms extended along the Bodies, 'the Bones all entire,

2 though they appeared very Antient, and after two Days

2 lying in the Air fell all to Duft.

O All the Bones of thefe heads, as has been laid before, were
very, thick, therewas one that had been pierced by feme
blow and Nature had repaired the Wound; within,the
hole was round as having been made By fbme fharp round
Weapon, which argued likewife the wounded to have been
a Snifdict. Under every; one of thefe heads, there was a little

Stone. Two were round, one of a reddifli colour, of about
m -v,tl - Ee 2 , - an
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£n inch thick, having a hole at each end, which leffcncd
and grew narrower towards the ipiddie.. Another of a J
Chelhut colaur and about the bigfieisof a Chelhut, made |
in the lhape ofa Coat-button, with a hole clean through

it, but roughly polifhed and hard, feeming on one. fide'to 1
have fuffered by the fire.

There were likewife two other little Stones, which ac- N
cording to probability were under the Heads of the young J
Bodies jv*hereofone was about two inches long and eight
lines broad and two lines thick, pretty fharp at the broader |
end, and having a laole at the narrow end /it isthought to
be of thefanje Pierre dejadegreen and white,but tis nothing
neer fb hard as the firft.

* The other Stone was about Jines Ic
two .lines thick, fomewhat fharp atthe broad end,-and ha-
ving two holes at the narrow end, the one bigger than the
other! tis thought'to be ofa white Marble or Alabaffer,

There were moreover found under thele Heads three
Stones, whereoftwo were of a grey Pible, fuch as we find
by the Sea fide,/ thaped like Axes Heads, foarp and polifli-
ed, about fouf or live inches long and four broad at the
Broadeft end, about an inch and a half at the narroweft,
and in the middle about an inch thick.; Thefe Stones were i
by their narrow end to be put into a piece of Staggs Horn
fitted coTeceive them, asappearedlby feveral pieces found
in this Sepulcher,* whichHad an Oval hollow at the endto
receive one ofithefe Stpnes, thefe pieces were about fix inch-
es long, and had a hole at the other end, by which they
might befafienedto a longer flick.

,The ThirdStQiie.was o f the fhape ofthe precedent, but |
cfa black Tible likeu Flint, of which this Country is very,
foil; and it was *befides rematkkl that the pieces of Staggs |
Horn were worn at the end, and polifhed upon fome Stone,
but not cut with lron.

, Under all the other Heads there were ten little Stones
-like black fliiit, one under each. He‘zad, cut all .rr|1jt"hefame'
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fliape, frnooth on one fide and (harp on the other, tis thought *

they might ufe them as Knives.:

There was likewife found in the feme place under one
ofthe Heads a Stone, which .within was of black flint, ha-
ving the outfide o fa white fuhftance, as that fort of Stone
ufestobe, this had two Eminences like Teeth, which we
took to be Natural, and not Artificial. All thefe Stones
thus placed under their heads' fhewed that they had them

in great Efteem.
S Amongii thefe dead Bodies has been alfo found feme
2Bones fharpened, to put at the end ofa Stick, or at the end of
Zan Arrow; one was of the finaller Bone of a Horfes Legg,
Sand the other was made of the fharp end of the Andouilleres
Sof a StaggsHornf
g’ Amongftall thefe Stones there has been found no fort of
oInfcription, Sculpture or Character either in or other-
S wife, which might obligetis to think that thefe Men had
%any knowledge of CKriflianity; but rather that they had
%feme Idolatrous Superstition, as thefe Stones feemed to. Indi-
scate.  Wherefore we thought fitto declare to the laid Lord
%ofthe Mannour of Cockerel, that .he .might without Scruple
& ufe thefe Stones for. what ufe he thought fit.
Since the Expedition of the prefent verbal procefe, there
£ having been further digging on the left fide *ofthis SepulL
echer, it has been difcovered that the bottom of the Sepulcher
2 was raifed, and not fo.deep by afoot and a half as that
B part where the Bodes were buryed. And it is perceivable
S that in this place feveral Bodies have been, burnt, whole Afh-
; es *nd burnt Bones have been thrown confufedly into this
& hole: and *tis ObferVable that all along the Sepulcher,there isa
veine of Coales a*d Afhes, which runns about two foot
fielow the fuperficies of the Earth, and all thefe Afhes, and
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Bones are under this Bedd of Goales and AChes which jyre,

. fo fait and, ungenf that they make one fneeze *and when
ithefe Bones are handled they produce a*tingling in ones fing-
ersends, as if one had handled the fharpeftSalt-Peter.
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Yet to fi
covery by digging into the Earth that has been put into
thisSepulcher, which was digged on purpofe in the Chalke ]
to bury thefe Bodies, iand likewife the Ames and Bones of
thofe others'that were Burnt. Sothatit feems difficult how? !
to reconcile the two Cerimonies of Burying and Burning.
Exceptv we fhould fay that*there has been a, fight in this J
place between the Gaultsand tome barbarou
had Invaded them; that the Gaultsh
and facrificed to the manes‘of them their Prifoners taken, j
in Warr, whom they buried with the Cerimonies proper
to thofe Barbarians, the thicknefs of whole Sculls Chew that
they went bare-headed; and their Arraes Chew thatthey ]
had not the ule either of Iron Brafs to make Arms of,: ]
bait ufin® fuch as Nature afforded firft, as fome Indian Nay
tionsdonow.

* There remains nowto guefs, by thefe Stones and what |
Antiquities we have left in Hiftory”who thefe

fhould be, and at what time this Sepulcher might be
made.

Tit Sepulchfesand Monuments  Dead having beenin all
times held sacred >and it being lookt upon as a piacujum  re- |
moLe or defacethem:  Mr,de Cocherel f
but nowdefcrihed “thought it his dutyto inquire into the Condition
therof, as not being twithout Legall Authority
the Bones of thofe There interred| This wes

Verbal Procefs, whihforthe Novelty of,  though

to he Pubhjhed in theform ofLav, as it wes communicated by
. Juftell. Reg. Soc. S.who has prormfedeto procurey .
ble, the Figures oftre Arms of Stone >

which infome following Tranfallion{hall e
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