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The CONT ENTS.
Two Infiances of fomething very remarkable Shining Flefli, from

DnJ.BeaU , 4 Difcourfe concerning the of the hi­
therto fifpofed Annular, firufture of the Fibres of the ;

* difcoverd and {hewn by Dr, William Cole to the R. Society.
Monfieur Bullialdus and Monfieur Richelt^ account of the Lunar 
Ecligfe o/Januar* 1.1676. fr.novo. Account of five  Booh :
1.Nic. M nczrorisINSTlTU TlO N UM  JST R O N O M IC a -

R U M  Ltbri d u o , &c //. Obfervat fur les FAU X  •
R A L E S  deplufieurs Provinces de F r a n c e , /’Academic 
Roy ale des Sciences a Paris far le du C loser. III. CO-

CHLEARIA CURIOS A 9 written in Latin by Dr. Molimbro- 
chius >and Englifh'd by Dr. Sherly. IK Two Treaties', the ,

M e d i c a l , of the GOUT, by Herman Bufschof; the other, partly 
Chirurgical,partly Medical, concerning Cafes 

of Women in travel ândfomeother uncommon Cafes of Difeafes in 
both Sexes,by Henry van Roonhuyfe: out of Dutch.
V. New and Curious Obfervations of the of curing the Vene­

real Difeafe : Englifh’d out of French byD r. Walt. Harry s.

Two Ir/fiances of fomething Remarkable in Shining FJefby from 
J. Beal </Yeavel in Somerfedhire, in a Letter to the •

:: s i r, i | | i  I  '■ 0
AFter you have been tired with the noife of a piece of Frelli 

x \  Beef,which Chined in th c Strand in within few hours
after it was bought in the Market} it may feem fuperfluou$,or te­
dious,to difcourfe more of fuch matters.But for fomething,which 
1 have not feen formerly remarked  ̂ and which fell out in this 
Town, and in the Houfe where I dwell, within my own knowledg, 
I (hall give you the Inftances,as briefly as I can.

J i i i ' 1 .Upon
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( 6 oo )
r. Upon Friday (Febr, 25. 1675.) a Woman o f  this T ow n, 

bought in the Market a Neck o f  V ed ,which Teemed well co lour­
ed,and well conditioned in every re fp e ft: The Calf,a cow -calf, 
was killed in the evening the day before ; it was hung to a Shelf 
in a little Chamber, where (he and her Husband lay  ̂ Upon the fol­
lowing Saturday, about 9 in the night, the Neck ofVeal fliined To 
bright, that it d id  put the Woman into a great affrightment. She 
calls up her Husband ; he haftensto the Light, as fearing fire and 
flames,and feeing the light come only from the Flefli,he caught the 
Flefliinhis left-hand, and beat it with his right hand, asendea- 
vouringto extinguish the flame,but without effeft. The Flefli flii­
ned as much, if not more,than before, and his hand,with which he 
did beat the Flefih,became all in a flame,as bright,and vivid,as the 
FIdli of the Veal was, and To it continued, whilft he went from 
place to place,filewing it to others. Then he thruftshis blazing 
hand into a pail o f  pure wafer, this could not extinguifli the flame 
at all,bur his hand fliined through the water: at laft he took a nap­
kin, and wiped his hand,till he wiped off all the Light, The next 
day (being Fehr.zj.y>.he Veal was dreffed,and Tome of the Neigh­
bours,who faw it fliining,were invited to eat of ic-all efteemed it 
as good,as any they had eaten. A part of it was kept for 
and 29.10 which time it loft nothing of its fweetnefs.Other circum- 
ftances I omit for brev ity .

2. And now I want no t a parallel in confort for that p art o f this" 
Relation,which feemeth ftrangeft : For on Tuefday (being 4. 
i6 7 6 /)a fa t Pork was killed for my Family; within tw o days,the 
Guts, or (as Tome call them j the c, and feet o f the P o rk  
were boy led, and after they were throughly cold, they were put, 
in due order,in  foufe- d rink ,o r pickle,in a low room,on cheNorth- 
fide, which had little light at mid-day, and was very dark,as Toon 
as night began. Apr,8. all thofe parts o f  the guts,and the claws o f 
the feet, which floated on the top of the pickle,began to fliine, and 
the parts immerfed under water gave no lig h t; the light increafed 
daily more and more in all the parts that floated. 13.the light 
feenfd as bright as thebrightefi Moon-fliine; thus it continued to 
ihine (but fainter and fainter, and in fewer p a rts )  almoft a week 
longer^for,being often tumbled up and down,by flow degrees all 
funk into the pickle,and then all the light expired. Whilft the light 
was vivid, I caus'd a Maid-fervant to rub one o f her hands upon 
the flaining part • after which, flie came through three rooms, inro

 D
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-  (  6 o i )
the place where I fate, bet ween a great fire on one fete;,and a candfc 
o r two on a T able near at hand,on the other fide;and in this place 
(he fliew’d me her hand,all over fhining* as bright as *Moon-fiiine ; 
one indeed flood between her hand and the fire, another between 
her and the candles. Thence I went in to  another room, where 
there was but a final 1 fire,and no candle,but (a t that time) a little  
Moon-(htne through a windovv, there the finning parts of her 
hand, o r indeed her hand all over appear’d to  me very bright 
flames. Then I caufed Tome of the (hining Pork to be brought into 
tlie fame room,and examined,whether the pickle d id  not fhine,and 
fo might give the flaming tinflure to the Maids hand ; but by wi­
ping the Pork diligently with a napkin, till it was perfectly dry- 
edjwe found, that the flame o f the Pork was rather increased, (as 
we all ihoughc)than diminiflied. Then I defired all the company, 
(w hereof fome were young children, which have the tendered: 
touch) to try , whether the moft flaming parts had any perceptible 
degree o f tepidity-all agreed, that they could feel ho warmth. But 
I continued to direfl them all to  compare the dark parts with the 
moft luminous, by that part o f their fore-fingers, which hath the 
moft tender perception $ after 3 or 4  trials,all agreed ftill,that all 
parts o f the Pork were manifeftly gelid ; but fome thought, they 
perceived the luminous parts lefs gelid than the dark parts,others 
dem edit:for my own part,I found not fo much difference's could 
clear me from fufpefiinga preponderingfancy. After thefe TryaTs, 
the Maid wiped ofF the light from her band, by rubbing her hand 
ftrongly with a napkin, three o r four times over.

3. Then I fuf&r'd my Servants to call infeveral Neighbours to
fee ir,night after night, the Mother and Sifter o f
the Woman,which had the Alining Veal. This I did partly to pre­
vent, that they might not raifeftbries of Ghofls in my Houfe ; yec 
fome vvere forward at it. If  we had bad a mind to a Pageantries, 
o r to fpread a ftory of Goblins, you feehoweafily it might have 
been done, by fmearing ones hands and face all over with the tin- 
fture o f  light, which adhered fo permanently. And befides,! noted, 
that^by this acquired bflze, the fitde and hands would appear a: 
great deal larger than they were, and the manner how it wa^ done 
being concealeda the learned and ingerrtous might be at a lofs to 
difeover what it might be*

4. I f  others think fit to  vilifie theledb(ervatidiis,yet^;I miift acr1 
kno wl edg,That T never heard norread  o f  the iike,Wfl.ttb*n(borable"

I i i i 2 Mr.

/
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(  6o2 )
Mr* was pleas’d to  oblige us with an accurate accompt o f a 
Neck oi Veal,and a Pul let,.which were luminous,as you have pob- 
lifhed it in iV. 8 9 of your Trafls,/\$ i07.Biftories report of a fud* 
dain and Abort fulgor about t he countenance of th which
tjiev interpreted to prefage fomething extraordinary, by which 
tboie perfons became llluftrious • but of which be­
came thus luminous, I have read nothing in old Records. That 
Mackrels, in their pickle, did caftafliiningblaze, fomedaysbe* 
fore they were ill tailed, or ill fented, J gave you notice 5, 
1665.as 'tis inyour Firjl VoL 13^.226. Since which time I try- 
ed ofeen to obtain the like, but without fuccefs, though I know 
not what circumftance was wanting. The pickle in which the 
Pork was put, was made only o f pure Water, Bran,and bay-Salt, 
and was far from fhining: It quencht the Jjgjit by degrees o f  the 
lhining Fleflr. The Mackrel-pickle(“which was boy I’d with a mix­
ture of fweet herbs) by a little ftirring became fo luminous,that a 
d ro p o f it in the palms of childrens hands appeared as broad as a 
Bulling, or broader, fo that a wafli of it might too fitly ferve for 
Impofture.

For the difficulty of obtaining the fame, and for many 0- 
ther confiderables, I refer to M r.B^/^s Pneumatical Experiment 
37. by him obferv’d about r 8 years ago. And I think,(Lining 
Worms are feldom found in Oyfters,as was obferv’d by Monfieur 
Auz>out>in your ntx2./.2 0 3 . And perhaps one may wait along 
day, before he flial 1 fee fuch a Iongdafting Light in th Seas 
as was remarked in your Vol.9. n, 1 r i . f .2 4 0 .  So that I cannot 
wonder, ifexpert C hym iftsdoty fome Chance obtain more, than 
by Art and much diligence they can repeat again, fince they’deal 
with fuch fickle agents,asFire andFlame.Ihave heard o f fomeDews 
on Meadows, Ihining in the early morning, before day. light |  but 
thofe more Frequently. Theft and much becter,Fome of M rJ 
Inftances inyour forementioned Experiment 37. and more in his 
Difcourfe of Luminous Gems atthe end of his elaborate 
of Colon,may,ac leaft,by refemblances,in(lrufl us to apprehend the 
nature of fome Chining Meteors among the Clouds,or in our lower 
Regvon,of which,theyfay/fomehave afingingheat, anddoblaft, 
and that fom e a re to  the touch gelid,yetdo poy fon or co rrup tour 
nefn. And I have read in our Chronicles,That in Exglwdfor many 
days together, there hath been a fiery incalefcence with light, as if  
all the air had been in a flame. Thus wehave flaming Air,and fla-

> w f  ming
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( t  0 3 )
ming Water, in Seas, and in Clouds, and in Pickle 5 yet not To fre­
quent,as to efcape always thefufpicion of being Prodigies. But 
in the forefaid references more is faid of Light, than I am able to 
exprefs; 1 (hall only add, That I gave full warning to obferve, 
'whetherthe Light in my two Inftances had any blewiffc or green- 
ifh tindlure ; all that faw both, affirmed the Light to be as c l e a r  as 
thebrightefi Moon (hine,and fo itappeared to my own eyes; and 
I can perfeftly remember, that I really thought the beams which 
camefrom the Mackrel,and the ftirred pickle,to be bright Moon- 
ihine,till a Servant brought rue to the Veflel,to fee the contrary.

Fofifcript, We had the report here(whether true or falfe,you 
may bell: know) of the Aiming Beef in th about the fame
time,when the Neck of Veal, firfl: mention’d, fliined here. And it 
was here obferved, That the Stars had that night a glaring bright- 
nefsand largepefs^nore than ordinary, and for fome moneths be­
forehand ever fince, the weather hath been more gentle, warm,and 
dry, than is ufual in thofe months 3 but *tis above my skill to de- 
monftrate,how this belongs to the matter in hand. Note, that the 
MackreLpickle was chick and not tranfparent, till it was Air red 
and flaming; the Pork-pickle was clearer tranfparenf,yet fhined 
not in any part.

'A'DiJcourfe concerning the Spiral, injiead of the fuppofed Annular, 
fir  tiff tire of the Fibres of the Intefiins ; 
the Learn d and hquifitwe D r .William Cole R.Society.

TTAIfcourfing ( near two years fineej with a very ingenious Per- 
jL J f  concerning the Mechanical reafon of the Ferifialtick 
motion of the Inteftines, which is by Anatomifts deduced princi­
pally from Annular fibres,conftituting,according to the rect i ved 
doftrine(with the right fibres immediately tovefting them,though, 
by the by, I take thefe to make a diftinft coat) one of the coats o f 
them ; his fence was (which he told me was that likewife of fome 
others of his acquaintance ) that they might be rather numerous, 
though Anal 1, Sphinfter-mufcles, than fingle fibres, to which that 
motion is to be attributed ; Mufcles being in moft, if not all,other 
inftahees owned to be the adequate inftrumems o f motions analo­
gous to th ii | and fibres, though abiblutely neceflary, yet beingno 
otherwife fo, than as (a number of them being collefted, and fitly 
difpQfedj they cpnftitute a Mufcle, /

TheCoajeaure ftemed to me more jprobabhsfhin the vulgarly 
y f y f f A f  : received

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

11
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 


