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Thjs way, is it is much Ampler, fo 'tis by the Author e* 

fteem*d much more expedient than the former, by reafon of 
the Sulphury-faline quality o f Iron, which by Grinding be­
ing open'd and highly fubtilized,a£ls the more powerfully up­
on the moft folid body of Gold, and attracts withall the Salt 
that is if) the Air in greater plenty, than can be done in a Glafs 
o*r Golden Mortar. And if it be objected, that by that long 
continued Grinding the fteely particles are tfrorn off and 
commixt with thofe of the Gold j The Author would have it 
confider’d, how great a Cognation there is between thofe 
Sulphurs, and alfo,how great is the Ufe of Digeftion. fepara- 
ring the pure from the impure, and withal exciting \hat oc­
cult fire of Mars, well known to the true Searchers of Na­
ture 5 which, being affifted by the of Wine, is able to 
concoft the little immature portion to a due maturity.

'* "O •;- %  ' ' * .

An ExtraUofa Letter of Mr. Lifter to the both «
ging a n d c o r r e B i n g  his former NKermes, and withal 

infitiuating his conjecture of Cochineirs being a fort o/^Kermei*

Sir,
T X 7 E muft corredl as well as enlarge yv our Notes concerning I^ermei*}
and yet there will be much difficulty in 2165.N0.72. p,2177.^- 
refolving the queftion concerning the N0.73. p.2196. 
Original and Efficient of K^rmes* T h e f e  
things are certain/

1. That we have this year feen the very Gumm of the A- 
pricoc^andcherrydawre^Treef tranfudated, at leaft, (landing 
in a Cryftal-drop upon fome (though very rarely^) of the tops 
of thefe Kermet+ f

2. That they change colour from a yellow to a dark-brown: 
that they feem to bediflended and to wax greater, and from 
foft, to become brittle.

3. That they are fill’d with a fort of ; that fmall pow­
der (which I faid to be Excrement,)being Mites as well as that 
Liquamen ot io h tt  pulp (which I took to be Bees*meat •} coq- 
c^rning both which particulars I am pretty well affur’d by ray 
own, and alfo by my ingenious friend, Dr. Johnfan of Pomfets 
more accurat MicrofcopicalObfervations.

C g g g  g 4. That

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

13
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 



(  $0do )
4» That the Bee-grubbs actually feed on Mites, there being

no other food for them, _ u g a *.
k That there are other species of Bees or Waips bendes

thofe by me defcribed * which are fometimes .found to make 
thefe Mices their food : Dr. fthnfihaving open d one Husk,
with one only large Maggot in it. .

6 That there are probably different forts of Mites in theie 
Huskes, making puffibly different of Kermes .• For.fome
I have found to hold Carnation-colour'd Mites, encloied in a
fine white Cotton, the whole Husk ftarting from the Twigg,
fhrivelling up, and ferving only for a Cap or Cover to that 
company of Mites, Other Mites I have feen white^and (which 
is raoft ufuaf) the Husks continuing intire and not coming a* 
way from the Twigg they adhere to, and but little Cotton at 
the bottom. Ihofe of the fir ft fort are the white Cob-webbs 
on tjie Vine,defcribed by Mr. Obs. 56.

7. That the ihrivelfd Cap to be found upon the Mites in* 
clofed in Cotton, as alfbishe whole Husk it fel£> if taken early 
in Afrit, while fcft, will, dried in the Sun, ftwink into the very 
figure of Cockimil • Whence we guefs, that Gochineil may be a
fo* t of K̂ rmesytaken thus early and fun-dried*

Hitherto this Summers Notes concerning This ad*
vantage at leaft we may have by them 5 that the account, ta­

ken from M. by Dr. Cr&tm, and 
Numb. 20. p. 362.. t  in one of the Tranfa8i(m * is

made more jnteuigible; the imalUcar- 
let powder, there mention’d, being to be underftood of thofe 
Mites; and they to bedifkinguifh’t from the Bee-grubbs, which 
are chang’d into the Skipping F-ly* tliat is, the Bee, ffnr kind at 
leaft) by ns defenbed formerly, 1 am, &(• i  ork^Q flob1671.

An ExtraS; of a Letter Written U the Pullijber ly  Mr. Thomas 
P la tt,/^F lo rence , AngufttJ.1^73- concerning fameExpm-
merits, there made upon Vipers, jince Mon{< Char as bis Reply to 
the 'L.etur written by Sigmr Francefco Redi to JHonptuv Bout* 
dclot and biQfifleur Morns.

Sir $
Tlhall begin with telling*you9 that in a Converfation laft Win- 
£ter, where i had the good fortune to make one of the num­
ber, the difcourfe was of anOpinion of M  ̂Dda Cbambre^ho,
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