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Nruck near Nantmcb m Chbefiin; the Title of the Book being,
Jnatome Pucnde Cxotacli: fuch Relations, when truly made,
well defgpvinc™ to be carefully recorded for farther confide-

ration.

RELATIONS OF DIVERS CVRIOVS
SES3by tbevenot,x\\z third in French. This Book
contains chiefly, the Ambaffie of the Dutch into , tranfla-
ted out of'the Dutch tnanufeript : A Geographical deferip-
tion of Ching, tranflated out of a Chinefe Author by
And the Account, which the Directors of the Dutch Eaft-India
Company made to the States General; touching the ftate of
affairs in the Haft-Indies, when their late Fleet parted from
thence. To touch fome things ofa and
Jophical nature, contained therein, we Hull take notices

1. How the Kingdom of China pec
cording to the beft computation ( which is there made with
Singular care) above 58 millions of Men , not counting Magi-
ftrates, Soldiers, Priefts, Eunuchs, Women and Children ; 10
that it may not be altogether ftrangc,if one Ihould' affirm,there
were 200 millions of peopledf all forts,in that Kingdom.

2. That ® nothing elfe.but the Six Northern Provinces
of China, feparated from the other Nine by the greal
K1 A NG i andlthat the City Camhalu is the fame with that of
Te\ng: the #Who carry every three years their Tribute
to the Emperor of China® eonftantly calling the faid Provinces
and City by thofe names of gand

3. That China is fo well furnifht with Rivers, and cut Chan-
nels, that men may go from the moft Southern to themoft
Northern part thereof by water, except one daiesjourney; as
the Dutch AmbafTadonrs did5 embarking at which is
23 d. 48 m. Northern Latitude, and landing at which is
about 40 d ; having only travellt one daiesjourney over fome
Mountains-of the Province Kiamfi.

4. That;the people of China are exceeding induftrious Huf-

band*-
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bandmemmakmgjanaong otéer veales of i |mprovmg their foite,
great ufe of Flooding.
5 That the (] Chinado cure Sickne
eafe, and in a iliort time:  That they have very ancient Books
of the nature and vertues of Herbs, Trees and Stones; That
their Modern Phyficians ( aswell as their Ancient ones did)
write of the Prognofticks, Caufes,Efted:s,£7r. of Difeafes. That
their Remedies confift for the molt part of Simples and
Uions, Cauteries, FriUions \without the ufe of Blond-letting: T hat
| they have luch an excellent skill and method in feeling the
Pt d f e ,that by the means thereof they difeover even the molt
& latent caules ot Difeales 3 taking agood halfhour, when they
‘% vifit a Patient, infeeling and examining his Pulfe : That they
E 2 preferibe much the ufe of The,and the drinking
m warme5 whatever they drink : To the cuftome of both which
i5 It simputed 5 that the inhabitants of China do fpit very little,
2 nor are fubje<ft to the Stone or Gout: That they prife highly
2the Root @ an extraordinary Reftorative and Cordi-
ﬁall recovering frequently with it agonizing perfons ; one
onund of it being paid with 3 pounds of lilver. As for their
Chymijls, (of which they have alfogood ftore  they go be-
#8yond ours, promifing not only to make Gold, but to give Im-
mortallty
6. That their "Nobility is raifed from Learning and Know-
ledge, without regard to Bloud or Parentage, excepting the
Royall Family .
7. Thatin CHEK A maritime Province,whence is the
fhorteft cut of Chinato "japan, is the belt and plentifulkft Silk
trade inthe world ; And that there every year the Mulberries
are cutr, and kept down, that they grow not into Trees. for the
eafier gathering of the Leaves , there being a double Silk-har-
veftiii that Country, asthere isin feverall other parts of the
Haft-indies; (both which there ishope, will Ihortly be imi-
il rated in Virginia, |
8. That the way of making Forcelane isthis: {Which is the
IYj ther inserted ljcre*becaufe it agrees (0 well with an , Ive ]
ved a while* fineefroma very Carious and Perfon  Am~
Jlerdarn. ) There is in the Province of Nanhn aTown, call'd
V LI 2 Goeffof
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Goe(ifol'3 whence they draw the Earth for which is
found between the Rocks of Mountains. This Earth they beat
very finally and ftamp it to avery fine Powder, and then put it
into Tubs fill'd with water; where the fineft part finks to the
bottom. Afterwards ’tis kneaded in the form of fmall Cubes,of
the weight of about ACatti[z Bei
pieces thus wrought are fold to the people 3 that commonly in
great numbers fetch them, coming from the Town
(otherwife in the Province of being about fo
miles diftant from tivneer the City which
people tranfport them to their homes, and there bake them in
this manner: They heat their Ovens well, for the fpace of 1
daies fucceflively, and then keep them fo clofe, that no Air
may get in ~and after 15 other daies are pafs’d5they open the
Oven in the prefence of an Officer, who takes every fifth vef-
icl of each fafhion for the fervice ofthe Emperor: Which done,
the reft is fold to thofe of Vcienien™whe
over the Country. So that the Earth is not prepared,in ,
where’tis found, becaufe the people of that Province have not
the skill of working it, as the other above-mentioifd ; who al-
fo alone have the Art of coloring it,which they keep as a great
Secret, not teaching it to any, but their Children and next
Kindred.

$oThat  Alus¥k nothingelfe, but the Tefticles of a Beaft
like a Dear, found in the Province of Honan; and that, when
tis good and unmixtj as it comes from the Animal” they fell it

even in Nankin and Pekinfot 30. or 35. Teyls (that is, about fo
many Crowns) the Catti.

Many other carious informations might be borrow’d from
this Author, concerning the Cuftoms,Studies, Exercifes ofthe
Chine(ei of the number of the people of each Province ¢ of
the Natural prodn<aions of the Earth and Rivers there,- ofthe
StrucSture and Antiquity of their Wall 5 of the Magnificence
of fheir Porcelain Tower Gfr; but, remitting for thefe things
to the Book it felf,we dial only add apiece of Oeconomy,ufed
by the Holland-Merchants in their Commerce with Ching:, |
F that they dry abundance of Sage-leaves ? role them up, and

prepare



prepare them like Tbe”and carrying it toas arare -drogue*
get for one pound of it, fourtimes as much

A DISCOVRSE AMH CAVSES OF THE
INVNDATION OFTHE £,in Author of
this Book is Monfieur dela Chambre,who Dbeing perfw

feveral Circumftances, that accompany the Overflowing of
this River, that it cannot proceed from Rain, ventures to af~
fign for a Caufeof it"and ofall the other effe&xhat happen

at the time of its fwelling, the wherewith that water a-
gbounds
g Thedifcourfe having fix parts, the Authorendeavours to

Stliew in the
Firft, that the Waters of the Nile are Nitrous,explicating the
sNature of Salt, and Saltpeter, and imputing the fertility of the
SEarth, as well as the fecundity of Animals, to Salt. Where he
"‘ﬂlevvs that all thing?, that ferve to improve Land, are full of
_Salt5 and that kis obferv'd, that grain fteep'd in Vrine,before
Qfowmg rifes fooner, and becomes fuller and ftronger, than;
‘djelfe Addings that that, which renders the Seed of Animals
%prolifick, Is, that one of the Spermatic\ veins hath its Origins
gfrom the Emulgent”through which the Nitrous and Saline Sero-
wfltles’\that difcharge themfelves into the Kidneys and Bladder,
Edo pafs.
S Inthe Secmdy he examins, whatis Fermentation, and how
8 3is perform'd » affirming, that, what thrlifts forth Plants in the
o Spring, is,that the Earth being fermented by it har-
& bours, the Nitrous fpirits infinuate themfelves into their pores.
2 Inthe Third he treats of all the Circumftances, obfervable in
the Inundation of the Nile. Tis affirm’d , that 3 or 4 days
before that River begins to overflow, all its water is troubled :
that then there falls acertain Dew, whichhath afermenting-
n vertue5 and leavens a Pafteexpofed to the Air: that the Mud*
which has been drawn out of the water, grows heavier® when
> the overflowing begins* then it wes; before, and that by the in-
- creafe ofkfie weight of that Mud; they Judge of the greatnefs
of the approaching inundation, The Author pretends, that
the..
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the Niter, which the Nileis ftored with, isthecaufeof:
ftrange effedfcs, and of many others, by him alledged. For,
jaitb Bwhen the Nitre Is heated by the heat of the Sun, it fer
ments, and mingling with the water, troubles it, and fwells it,
and makes it pals beyond its banks 5 after the fame manner, as
the Spirits in new Wine render it troubled, and make it boyle
iIn the vefleb And it feems not likely to him, that the Mud,
found in the Nile, ihouldcome a far off} for then it would at
la It foraife the banks ofthis River, that it would not be able to
overflow them any longer. Whereas 'tis more than 2000 years,
that the banks thereofare not grown higher, there being now
requifite but 16. cubits for overflowing the Laud, no more

than there was in the time of E\Mich fl
that this Mud is nothing but a volatiliV/~r,which exhaling,doth
not inereafethe Earth. As for the /

creafe of the weight of the Mud, he adfcribes them to the fame
Caufe. For, the fpirits of Nitre abounding in the Nile, when
raifed into the Air with the vapors, that exhale continually
from this River, there ismade out of their mixture, a Dew,
that refreflies the Air, makes ficknefs to ceafe, and produces
all thofe admirable effects, that make the AZgyptians wifhfor
it fo paffionately. And the fame fpirits of Niter,being3oyti-
ed to thePafte, and to the Mud, raife the one, and augment
the weight of the other. That, which Mr. obferves,
that at the time of this inundation, the Niter-pits of the neigh-
bouring places vomit out liquid Niter, and that one may fee
iffue out of the Earth abundance of Chryftals of Nitre5 isal-
ledged to fortify this conjecture s Which is yet more confirm’d
by the Fertility, communicated to the Earth by the Mud of this
River. For, plants do grow there in fuch abundance, that
they would choak one another, if it were not remedied by
throwing Sand upon the Fields ; infomuch that the

muft take as much pains to fpread Sand to leflen the fatnefs of
their Land, asother Nations do, to fpread dung or other ma-
nure upon theirs to increafe the fatnefs.

In the Fourth and fhe-Author undertakes to prove, that
allthofe ftrange effedts cannot be attributed to Rain or Snow,
and



ggd that the overflowing ofthe Nile always happens at a certain
y.

In the Loft, he alledges fome Relations, ferving to confirm
his Opinion: Whbichare tots long here toinfift upon.

Dtf P RINCIP11S E T
GEO ME TRAR JI/™ Conti amajiavi
Authore Therm Hobbes.It feems, that this Author is angry

with alnGeometricians, buthimfelf; yea he plainly faith inthe
. dedication of his Book, that he invader the whole Natien of them:
& and unwilling, itfeems, to be call’d to an account for doing fo,.

VS Me will acknowledge no judge of Age; but is full ot
2 hopes, that pofterity will pronounce for him.  Mean while he
3 ventures to advance this Dilemma5 Eerum rebus
otnecum dhidertint, aut'tf o | u s 1

otertlum enim noneft, n/Ji ( quoddicet forte aliquis ) infamamus ,om.
£lies. Doubtlefs,onc of thefe will be granted him.

As to the Book it felf, he profeffes, that he doth not write
>,|t again0: Geometry, but Geometers and that his defigninit is,
210 {hew,Thatthere isno lefs uncertainty, and falfity in the writ-
ings of Mathematicians, than there is in thofe of Naturalijh.
Moralifts, &c. though hejudges that Pb

2 if they were well demonftrated, would be ascertain asthe
Mathematickj.
Attacking the Mathematical Principles as they are found in e
Books, and wnhall fome Demonffrations”*he takes to task
= himfelf, inftead ofall, asthe Matter of. all Geometricians, and
& with him his beftmtei prefer, Clavrus, examining in the hirfl*
§ place, the Principles ot Euclid’ S Declaring fal
d
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is fuperftrudted upon them, whether by Euclid, or Clavius, or -
any Geometer whatfoever that hath madeufe of thofe or other
( as he is pleafed to entitle them) falfe Principles. Thirdly, Pre-
P tending,that he means fo to combat all®oth Principles and De--
monftrations, undertaken by him, as that he will fubftftute'bet- «

ter in their room, leatt he fhould feem to undermine the Sci--
enceit-selfe,-
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The particulars, which he undertakes to reform,are,

Punftum. Radix & Lotus.

Lima. Prop. 16. EL.?.

Terminus. Dir/tenfio Circuit.

Lima Refta.. Magnitudo Circuit Hugentana,
Superficies. SeAr
Superficial Termini. Rou:
Superficies R, ex Radio isr

AngulusQwWhere he Is Iarge 30.graded Radium ipfum.
upon t\\eAngulusContaftus.y Propof.\jdi. Elern.i.

Peiitioprima Elem. 1. Eu ftratio.
clidis. Addita efi Appendix de Mediis
Ratio. proportionalibus in genere.
KING SALOMONS POVR1IRAITVRE OF
OLD AGE-, by John Smith,M.D.Tin's Treanfe |

lofophtcal Difcourfe, though upon afaem/Theme,may certain-
ly claim a place among Philofophical Tranfadtions. Not here to
mention the many other learned Notes, this Worthy Author
gives upon that Hieroglyphical Defcription of Old Age, made
by that Royal Pen-man o fEcclejiajles,cay
take notice of that furprizingly Ingenious one,there to be met
with, concerning the Antiquity of the Dodtrineof the Blood’s
Circulation King Salomon,who lived neer 2700 ye
fuch expreffions,as may,to a confideriing Reader,very probably
denote the lame Dodfrine, which the Sagacious Dr.Harvey has
of late years fo happily brought to light, and introduced into
all the moft Ingenuous Societies of Learned men: The Pitcher,
mention’d in the quoted place,being Interpreted for the Veinss,
and the Fountain, for the Bight Ventricle of the Heart, as the Cr-
jlernfor the Left 5the Wheels, there fpoken off, manifeftly ini-

portinga Circulation, made by the Great Artery with its bran-
ehes,the principal Inftrument thereof.

Printed with Licence for John Martyn,and James Allefiryi
Printers to the Royal Society. 1666.



