Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 13 August 2021

C4*M 3

forth: it was covered over with grafTgreen matter,which foon
dryed, and left the (tone of a whitifh colour, as Tfisrod”e fcen#,
It is but light in proportion to its bulk,weighing about 7 grainy
and tismuch of the fbape of our ordinary horfe-beans* TheW
are vifible impreffions upon it of fome Capillary and fmall vefP*
els j it was bred amongft. Laftly, it is feabrous or rough, fandV
like, although the fubftance is Tophaceous.

The Accidents accompaning the forking away of this Stone,
(for the incifionwas meerly obftetfical,) and the place ofits

birth give occafion to call the diftemper a Yet in truth
this was nothing elfe but one of thofe Tumours call

and therefore we will name it lap
An Extrau ofa"'Letter ofthefame Mr. Lifter, writtenfr

April 11. 1672* concerning animated Horfe-hairs,re&ifying a
| “Vulgar Error.

TCannot difeover any thing new and rare in natural Philofo”
* phy,but I muft forthwith make you participate of my good*
fortune* and | aflure you,the relation,1 am about to make you*
is of athing very furprifiog.

It hath been credibly reported, that Horfe hairs thrown into
water will be animated *and yet | fhall fhew you by an unqueft*
ionableob(ervation,that fuch things as are vulgarly thought arii*
mated Hairs are very Infefts, nourifhed within the bodies ofo-
ther Itifefts,evea as Ichneumones are within the bodies ©f Cater-'
pillars.

I will premife the particulars concerning thisAnimal,as | fincT
them colle<3:ed by the Induftry of AldrovanducAf~ve you thel
trouble of that voluminous Author*

This Infedf ( faith he ) feems to have been unknowt) to the-
Ancients*as it is caHedby the moderns feta aquatica or
fitarias)either from the moft Gender figure of the body 5 or be*
caufe it is thought to be generated of an horfe-hair putrifying”®
in water.Thc Germans call them by a.name rendred <fit-tdi aqua*
$Him

It isbred in corrupt waters $ perhaps of horfe-hah*, for (faith
Alhertus upon his own frequent trial, as I find him quoted by
Aldrm-amimf)thefe hairs ,put into ftanding water,move and ara®
soamaced,or, as b.e words, it, vitam 8 (pitittiru aceipmnt, <3 movers
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tar. Others have thoughtthem to have their birth from weed*

hanging down from the banks into ponds and T"ivers* Others

from Locufts and Graftioppers ( Bruchits) which laft though
it be near the matter, yet itis rejected by himfelf,
asthe moft unlikely,.

t They have been found inacold and good fpring, and elfc-

where, (which is awonder, faith Aldrovandus,) upon aleafe in a

Garden. And this* which was there found, was 5 or 6 fingers-

breadth long; the thicknefs of a briftle Horfe-hair, with a dusk-

—ilh back, and a white belly $and the tail on every fide white,
§ 1faw ( faith Aldrovandusa black one thicker than tl
mtllhone Other Authorsotherwife defcribe them,as
@Albertus&c* Some affirming them to have been a cubitlong5
mothers,two cubits, others, 9 inches long at the leaft : that they
—are white ofcolour,and fo hard as fcarce to be cruihed with ones
%foot: to be every where of the fgme thicknefs - that they move
onot as wormes move, but [nake-lih{ &nd kni
Sknots: that their skinis one continued thing without Incifuresj
%and therefore fome would exclude them from the infe£t-kind
athat they have no head, but fwim both waies,and therefore may
gbe called amphifbsna aquatica:that they are poyfc
ginto the ftomack, butnotvenom to the touch!
S And thus much out of Aldrovandus concerning the name of
gthis Infedt, the place ofits birth and original, the place where
Ythey are to be found, itsdefeription, different fpecies, nature,
Epoyfon &c.

Our obfervation is this. April* 2. there was thrown up out
of the ground ofmy Garden,in digging amongft other thingsof
'gthis nature, a certain cole*black Beetle ofatnidle fize, and flat
thape and which | have obferved elfewhere common enough*
gThefe Beetles | differed upon the account of fome curiofirys

O wherein I had amind to fatisfy inylelf. But | was furprifed to find

in their fwollen bellies ofthefe f,in

others butone only. *"Thefe particulars we carefully-qoted:i.

That upon theinciflon they crawl’d forth ofthemfelves.2. That

putting them into water,they lived in itmany daies.and did feem

to endeavour to efcape by lifting up their heads out of the wa-
ter, and faftning them to the fide of the veffels 5 very plainly
drawing the reft oftheir body forward” a. That they cannot be
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laid to be ampfo/bondy but do move forward only by the/head,
which is fairly itftfiingulfhable from the tail by a notable black-
pels.4That the three, Itook out of the body ofoue Beetle, were
all of adark hair-colour with whitifh bellies, fomewhat thicker
then hoggs briftlesj but | took out of the body of another beetle
one that was much thicker than the reft; much lighter coloured;
and by meafure juft five Inches and ahalflong 3 whereas all the
reft did not exceed three inches three quarters.

An  ExtnU ofa £written March 5. 167.
Cornelio. Neapolitan Ehilofopher andPhyjician™ /pjohn Dod*
ipgton Efgvire> bis Majefties Kefident  Venice 3 concerning

fomeObfervations made ofperjompretending to beflung by T aran-
tula’s : Enfltfb'd out ofthe Italian*
SIR

N “TOw the time approaches,that | may fend you fume
T\|. &t Mean while 1 (hall not omit to impart unto you;
what was related to me, afew daies fince, by a judicious and un«
prejudicateperfon, which i$ 3That being in the Country of QF
tranto ( where thofe Infers are in great numbers,) there was a
man , who thinking himfelf flung by a Tarantula ,fliew'd in his
neck a finall fpeck, about which in a very fhort time there arofe
fome pimples fulkof a ferous humour, and that,in a few hours
after,that poor man was forely afflided with very violent fymp-
fc:>ns, as Syncopes, very great agitations, giddines of the head,
and vomit jbut that without any inclination at all to dance, and
without all defire of having any mufical inftruments, he mifera*
bly dyed within two daies.

The fame perfon aflirmM to me,that all thofe jhat think them-
felves bitten by Tarantula’s (except fqcb, as forTc
themfelves to be fo,)are for the moft part young wanton girles,

( whom the Italian writer calls Bold di  ,) who by fome par-

t cular iadifpofition falling into this melancholly madnefs, per-

fwade themfelvesaccordingto the vulgar prejudice,to have been

ftung by a #.And 1rememberto have obferved in -
hbria fome women,who feifed on by fome fucli accidents were
counted to be poflefs'd with the Divel 3 it being the common
beliefin that Province, that the greateft part of the evils,which

afflid: man-kind, proceeds from evil Spirits. S

This brings to my mind aterrible evil, which often enough



