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Extraits of tm  Letters, m itten to the P dlijber from Hambo-
rough by the Learned Chriftophorus Sandius, concerning the 
Origin o/Tearls. x

The firfiis of Decemb. 15.1673. thus Englifh’t ;

V i ^Ouching the Origin of Pearls, of which I formerly gave 
an intimation, be pleafed to receive this account. The 

Pearl-(hells in Norway and elfewhere do breed in Sweet waters; 
Their (hell§ are like to thofe,which commonly are called Muf- 
cles, but they are larger. The filh in them looks like an Oifter, 
and it produceth a great clufter of Eggs, like thofe of cra- 
filhes, fome white, fomeblack (which latter yet will become 
white, the outer black coat being taken off $ ) Thefe Eggs, 
when ripe, are caft: out, and being cart out they grow, and be
come like thofe that caft them. But fometimes it happens, 
that one or two of thofe Eggs ftickfaft to thefides of the ma
trix , and are6 not voided with the reft. Thefe are fed by the 
Oifteragainft her will, and they do grow, according to the 
length of time, into pearls of different bigneffes,and imprint a 
mark both in the fifh and the del I, by the feituation conform 
to its figure.

So far the jirji L etter ; the matter of which being new, but 
deftituteof proof, the Publifher took the liberty of defiring 
from the Author the favour of imparting to him what ground 
he had for this aftfertiom Whereupon was returned this fecond 
Letter,dated Febr.27. 1674 $ viz,.

A Stotheauthorityjhave toaftert fuch an origin of Pearls, 
l \a s  I have done in my former; I here declare, that a cer

tain Dane, called Henricus Arnol, an ingenuous and vcraci*
cus perfon, having by his own Experience found it fo at chri- 
Jlianiain Norway, did in that manner relate it tome, as I im

parted it to you, he having with great ferioiifnefs a[Tured me of 
the truth thereof. Befides, the thing feems highly probable, 
neither do any confiderableob je&ions appear againft it. If  I 
(hould chance to go into thofe parts, or at leaft into the Coun
try of the Dukes of Brunfrvick, where alfo Pearls are found,
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not inferior to the Oriental ones of the fame fize, I fhould not 
fail to endeavor to make the observation my felf.

An Accompt of fome Books.

I. An Attempt to prove the M O TIO N  of the EARTHfrom
fervations, made by Robert Hook Fellow of the R. . 
London/# 4 printed forJ. Martyn at the Bell in St» Pauls 
Church yard, 1674.

/- |->He Ingenious Author of this Attempt, having confi- 
X  der’d with himfelf, that the grand Controverfie about 

the Mot ton of the Earth remains yet undetermin’d, and find
ing, there was no other means left for human Induftry to decide 
it but by. obferving, whether there beany fenfible 
the Earths Orb amongft the Fixt Stars; did thereupon refolve 
to employ himfelf in making fome Obfervations concerning fo 
important a point in Aftronomy. And, afr er he Jiad examined 
the ways and inftruments for all manner of Aftronotnical Ob
fervations, hitherto madeufe of, and confiderd of the incon
veniences and imperfe&ions of them ; and having alfo duely 
weighed the great accuratenefs and certainty, that this Ob
fervation of the Earths Parallax required; He next contrived 
a way of making Obfervations, that might be free from all the 
former inconveniences and exceptions, and, as near as might 
be, fortified againft any other that might be invented or 
railed againft it. This way he gives an Account of in this 
prefent Traff, which is 3 To obferve by the palling of fome 
considerable Star near the Zenith of fome place, whe
ther fuch a Star doth not at one time of the year pafs nearer to 
that Zenith,and another, farther from it * thus reafoning with 
himfelf,That, if the Earth doth move in an Orb about the Sun, 
and that this Orb hath any fenfible Parallax amongft the Fixt 
Stars, this muft neceffarily happen, efpecially to thofe Fixt 
Stars, which are neareft the Pole of theEcliptiquc*

Accordingly he affirms to have actually made four Obfervati
ons, in this Traft defcnbed 3 by which, he faith, 'tismanifeft, 
4:hat there is a fenfible Parallax of the Earths Orb to the Fixt 
Star in th e Dragons heady and confequently a Confirmation of
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