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JnBxtract

Written by bhn Winthrop Ef~  of CoflflIC/liCTlt $0
New England, to the Publisheryconcerningf me Natural Curio*
fities of thofe farts , effectally avery (lrange and verycuriouf-
lycontrived Fifh, fent for theRefofitoryo

f Knownot, whether I may recommend fome of the produ®
1 dlionsof this Wildernefs as rarities or novelties, but they
are fuch as the place affbrdsi There are,, aipongft the reft, 2. or
3. fmal Oaks, which though fo (lender and low (as you may
fee if they come fafe) have yet Acorns and cupsupon them »
fo that iemay be truly faid,thatthere isa Country,where Hoggs*
are fo tall # that they eat acorns upon the (landing growing
©akes. This is every “ear vifible in many parts here, there be-
ina of this fort of dwarf-Oak whole Forrefts in the Inland Coun-
try, too many for the Husband-man, who finds that fort of
land mod difficult to break tip at firft with his plough regard
that the whole furface is fill’'d with fpreading ftrong ropts of
this fort of Oak. Neither mud it be thought, that they are
fmallihoots, which in time would grow big trees5 for,where
thefe grow,there are no great Oaks, or very few amongft them*
But whether it be a novelty to fee fuch kind of dwarf-trees bea-
ring acornr,1know not: Itwas tome, having not feen the like
(asfar astremember, ) in E o ran
Mean time | have obferved , that in fome Plains, full of thefe*
(hrubs, there have been no acorns on mod of them % but whe-
ther in other years they were not fruitful ,1 know not.Som”~years,’
we know, even the great Oaks bear no fruit, which are very full
at other timesH but this year throughout the whole Country’
there is plenty ofacorns5 arid I (hould be glad to be informed,.
_whether this year they have been alfo abounding in England™ or
other partsof Europe 5 and if fo, ornotfo,pombly fomething”
not altogether inconfidcrable may be thence inferr’d.Befides, if
fuch dwarfifti Oakes, asthefe, mould be found in other partso f
the World, ifwere not amifs, me*thinks, to inquire, W hether
it be not fome™ Mineral ground, where thefe grow 3 and if fo
what forts of Minerals thofe places "afford f

There are alfo fent you fome piecesofthe Bark of aT tee ,,
whic&
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which grows in #ibd(as 1 hear) in the moreEa-
fterly parts ofN. England. Upon this bark there are little
knobs, within which thereis aliquid matter like Turpentine
( which will run but,the knob being cut open) of avery fanative
nature, as | aminformed by thofe, who affirm , that they have
often tryed it. %

In the fame Box are Pods ofaVegetable, we call :
whichare full ofa kind of moft fine down-like Cotton-wool,ina-
ny Juch flocks inone and the fame pod ending in a flat Seed.
"Tis ufed to fluff up Pillows and Cufhionsj being tryed to fpin,
it proves not ftrong enough. The Seeds’tis like may grow
with you, iffet in fome Garden 5 whereby the whole Plant may
befeen. S SRR VAN | it

You’l find alfo a Branch of the Tree, call’d the Cotton*tree,
bearing a kind of Down which alfo is not fitto fpin. The Trees
grow nigh and big. At the bottom of fome of the Leaves,nexc
to the ftalk of them, isaknob,which is hollow,and acertain fly,
fome~what like apis-mire-fly, is bred therein.

More-over,there are fome of the Matrices, in which thofe
Shels are bredof which the. Indians make the
peage@ne fort of their mony.* They grow on the bottom of Sea-
bays , and thefhels are like Periwinkles, but greater. W hilft
they are very fmal, and firft growing, many of them 3re with-
in one of the concave receptacles of thefe , Which re
very tough,and ftrong, fo contrived, that they are feparate from
one another,yet fo,that each of them is faftned to a kind of skin,
fubtended all along to all thefe cafes orbaggs.

There is, befides, in aiarge round Box,a ftrange kind of Fifhy
which was taken by aFifherman, when he was fifhing for Cod-
fifh in thacSea," which is without Mafiachufet Bay in N.

land. 1t was living, when it was taken,which was done, I think ,
by anhook. The pameofit | know not, ndrcan | write more
particularly of it,becaufe I could not yet fpeak with the Fifher-
raan, whobroughit from Sea. 1 have not feenthe like. The
Mouth is in themlddlei knd they fay, thatall the Arms, you fee
round about,were in motion, when it was firft: taken.

We emit the other particularsh thatwe may reflefta liti
Sec i upon this elaboratepiece of Naturey the Jifb,wtzich,

wee
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finceit isyet namelefs,wj
formis $ its Body Caswasnotedby M. Hook )
nus or Egg-fiill j themain Branches ,4 ¢
the branchesf he BvitfTel-toe.  "This

aPentagonal Root, which incompafteth thel
middle ata) into 5 main Limbs or branches , eachofwhich f fu
atthe tffuing oatfrom the Body b
andeach ofthofe 10 branchesdo again at 2,) divid

making2 0 . #andes?Each of which, again, (at 3.) divi

2. [mailer branches y making in all>$0% Thefe again 4.)
into 805 andthofe (at Jnto 160$ andthey (

they @ .) into640Vv atS,into1280

B120 $at  iiNinto10240 ~at 20480 « 13 yJnto
40960% 4*14, into81pz0: beyondwhich~thefarthcr expanding
ofthe Fifhcould not be certainly trac'd, though bfihofe
81920 finalfproutsor threds
feemd toterminate™ tni f it could have been ex

IMng have beenfoundto [ubdivideye

between the foynts were notequally of a length 5 though for the
mo(l partpretty near: Butthofe branches, which were on thatfide

ofthe foynt, on whichth e preceding
waysabout a 4th or 5th part longer thanthofe on the other fide.Every
of thefe branchings feemedtohave 9 from the"

fmallefi twiggs or threds? in which it ended, adouble chain or
rank ofpores, as appears by the Figure. The Body of the Ftjh
was onthe other fide 5 andfeemedto have been , Mmuch
like an Echinus ( Egg-Fiih or Button-Fiih )and, like

into 5. ribbs or ridges, and eachof thefe Jeemed to be kept out by
twofiwall bony ribbs.

In the Figure isreprefentedfullyandatlength but
branches”whence’ tiselyto imagine the reft,cut offat the
viding Br anchyohichwasdoneto avoyd Well as too much
labour andexpence of time in the Engraving.

The Figure)Well vienecarcoorficered will be more inftru£live(
thana larger Difcourfe thereon 5 though other particularities might
have been mention d if the
tlenefs of the Fifh had not kindred it.





