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4» T h a t the Bee-grubbs actually feed on M ites, there being
no other food for them, _ u ga*.

k T h a t there are o ther species o f  Bees o r W aips bendes
thofe by m e defcribed * which are fometimes .found to m ake 
thefe Mices their food : D r. fthnfihaving open d one H u sk ,
with one only large M aggot in it. .

6 That there are probably different forts of Mites in theie 
Huskes, making puffibly different of Kermes .• F or.fom e
I have found to hold C arnation-colour'd  M ites, enclo ied  in a
fine white Cotton, the whole H usk ftarting from the T w igg ,
fhrivelling up, and ferving only fo r  a Cap o r C over to  th a t 
com pany o f Mites, O th er Mites I have feen white^and (which 
is raoft ufuaf) the Husks continuing in tire and not com ing a* 
way from the Tw igg they adhere to, and but little C o tton  at 
the bottom . Ih o fe  o f the fir ft fort are the white Cob-w ebbs 
on tjie V ine,defcribed  by M r. O bs. 56.

7. T hat the ih rivelfd  C ap to be found upon th e  Mites in* 
clofed in C otton , as alfbishe whole Husk it fel£> i f  taken  early 
in Afrit, while fcft, will, dried  in the Sun, ftwink in to  the very 
figure o f  Cockimil • W hence we guefs, that Gochineil may be a
fo* t o f K r̂mesytaken thus early and fun-dried*

H itherto  this Summers N otes concerning This ad*
vantage at leaft we may have by them  5 that the acco u n t, ta 

ken from M. by Dr. Cr&tm, and 
Numb. 20. p. 362.. t  in one o f  the Tranfa8 i(m  * is

m ade m ore jnteuigible; the im alU car- 
let pow der, there m ention’d , being to be underftood  o f  thofe 
Mites; an d  th ey  to  bedifkinguifh’t from the Bee-grubbs, which 
are chang’d  into the  Skipping F-ly* tliat is, th e  Bee, ffn r k ind  a t 
leaft) by ns defenbed  form erly, 1 am, &(• i  o rk ^Q flo b 1671.

A n ExtraS; o f a Letter Written U the Pullijber ly  Mr. T hom as 
P l a t t , / ^ F lo r e n c e ,  A ngufttJ.1^ 7 3- concerning fameExpm-
merits, there made upon Vipers, jince Mon{< C har as bis Reply to 
the 'L.etur written by Sigmr Francefco R edi to JHonptuv Bout* 
dclot and biQfifleur Morns.

Sir $
Tlhall begin  with telling*you9 that in a C onverfation laft W in- 
£ te r ,  w here i had the  good  fortune to m ake one o f  the num 

ber, the difcourfe was o f  an O p in io n  o f M^ Dda Cbambre^ho,
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(io § t  )
to p rove tha t the Spirit* are anim ated, alledges, am ong o ther 

argum ents, their A ptnefs to  difC3rn $ b y  which hefqppofes, 
that in the heat o f  their anger they gather the Poifonfrom  the 
feveral pares o f the b lood , and therew ith  convey them  felves 
to  the tee th  o f  the irrita ted  anim al, from  whence they are af* 
terw ards transfufed into the wound by biting* T his conceit 
was by fome o f  the Com pany received with m uch applaufe,be- 
cau fe they  knew , how  difficult a th ing  it was,to com e to an ex- 
planation o f  that poifon, which M* makes meuch
on o f  in general, T h at the fpirits proceed from  the Blood o f  
th e jrr ita te d  anim al. So they agreed, hence to
fram e a new HypotbeJit>fay ing ,T hatfuch  poifon is noth ing  elfe 
b u t a new and m alignant atSivity o f  the fame Spirits whilft they 
are vexed and ben t tow ards revenge 5 aflerting the tru th  o f  
fqch Ideal effe&s with divers examples, as that o f  the T o ad , 
the W eefei, the M ad D o g , the Spider o f  Pugliay & c. which 
w ere all found very w eak and un-concliiding.

W herefo re  m oft o f  the G entlem en did incline to  en terta in  
M onf. Dela Chambre's firft fundam ental O pinioo, finceac Jeaft
th a t fuppofes, T h a t tho fe  Anim als,that poifon by their b iting , 
have already a real poyfon within them felves, and that A nger 
w orks no other effect, bu t to  gather all the venom ous parts 
together in one particular place, whence they may eafily be 
inftill’d in to  the w ounds, m ade by the teeth*

F o r  all this, (as it m oft com m only happens in fuch difeour* 
fes,) every[one rem ain'd in his own O p in io n ; and m ention ha* 
ving been  m ade o f  that o f  Signor held in his Book o f
V ipers, which for feveral years paffes in this C ountry  alm oft 
fo r  an undoubted  truth, T h a t the Vipers poifon confifts in 
fom e thing, incom patible with this 4iew allay o f  M. dela 
bn's opinion, reduced to  the irritated Spirits, though not with 
that o f  his, which is taken purely from  its fii ft grounds X This 
gave occafion to  a new debate  concerning the validity of 
Sinnor J{edi's A ffertion,fo  generally received here: fom e fay
ing , it w ould do well to. exam ine the grounds, o f  it* U pon this 
it was refolved, that all m ight be fatisfied,to com e to a tryal as 
foon as the Spring would give leave to  Vipers to  appear abroad.

N o w , Sir, you  muff know , tha t being  at the houfe of Sign.
, Alagalotti on the 2d o f Junelaft, there came D r. Franc ini, who 
had form erly been  one o f  the moft refolute Affertors o f  this

G g g g g  2 opinion
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(  %c6i )
opinion o f  Signor J{edi concerning the Poifon o f  Vipers 5 and 
being  com e he icnt to  his lodging  for a Box, in which there  
were sl greflt insoy hesds cut th st niorniDg) o f  Vipers Idte* 
ly com e from Naples.H e iiDnifidistcly defired to h iv e  fom e
Animals to begin his Experim ents upon } bu«: there being at 
that time no either com pany with Signor but his bro*
ther and I,it was thought fit to  ft ay till next m orning ,that thofe 
Gentlem en, who w ere at the difpute iaft W in ter, m ight be pre- 
fent-as it fell out they  were*

I, that had not fo m uch patience, defired the D octor to m ake 
atleaft one experim ent 5 which being granted* Signor

iottiWKpleafed to fend to  the publick  M arket for a couple o f  
Pigeons, to be lu re  o f having fom e,that were not prevented by 
any Antidote, T h e  Pigeons being com e, the firft was w oun
ded with the T ee th  o f  a Vipers head that had been cut o ff a- 
bout 7 or 8 a clock the fame morning* T h e  way of m aking; 
the wound was, by thrufting twice the M after-teeth into the 
flelhy part o f  the Pigeons breaft, till fuch time as prefling the 
upper part o f  the Jaw , the tw o little bladders, tha t ferve as 
gums to the teeth, did em pty ou t upon the w ound fome o f  
that yellow liquor, which here is fuppos’d to be the true an d  
only poifon o f  the Viper. This P igeon being thus bit, and 
fet upon the g round , began to ftagger im m ediately, and dy
ed in lefs then 3 or 4 minutes. T h e  fecond P igeon  was woun
ded in the fame m an n e r} but at the firft wound there only en- 
tred  one o f  the tee th , which b rough t fo rth  a g reat deal o f  
bloody the fecond time they both en te r 'd , and this had the 
fame fate, with this difference only, that he languifh’t Jhalf a 
quarter o f an hour.

T h e  next m orning there m et at Signor s Cham bers,
befides the com pany o f  the day before,S ignor Carle Dati^Sxgfh 
Vincenzo Viviani, Sign. Paolo dell Ara. D r. Dr* N m . D r.

Fabrim, and fom e others. W hereupon fix Pigeons and a C ock  
* hayingl)een b ro u g h t} the firft th in g  that D r. Framini did,was* 

trythruft feveral thorns o f  Rofe fhrubbs into the breaft o f  one 
o fth o fe  Pigeons, to  manifeft, that fuch accidents, as m ight 
befall thofe that ftiould be w ounded  by the T ee th  of the dead  
Vipers, were not m eerly caufed by the w ound. And whereas 
one o f  the company began to m ake fome nice reflexions, and 
to  take fom e o f the heads to  m eafure the ju ft proportions o f

their
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C S°6 i )-
the ir tee th ,to  fee w hat difference there  m igh t be betw ixt them  
an d 1 the thorns, this m ade the D odror loofe patience* and foon 
tak ing  a pin,which was none o f  the leaft, he 'gave to  the firft * 
P igeon , tha t he could  lay hands o n , a very  deep  wound in th e  
breaft,w hich  no  fooner was g o t free but began to leap & frisk 
abou t the  room , as if  it had not been co n cern ’d in the Jeaft* 

A fter this, th e y  began  in good  earneft* F o r  ano ther Pi-* 
geon was taken  and b it in the b reaft by bo th  the Mafter- teeth  
o fa  Vipers head, tha t had been cut o ff  the m orn ing  b efo re jth e  
execution being  exaftly  like that o f  the day before. T h e  e£  
f e d  w as,that the Pigeon had the fame fhaking fits^ after which 
falling upon  his belly he died, g iv in g  fignes a little be-k 
fo re  o f  a painful Agony, by his often gap ing . His end was 
n o r  only veryfenfible to  him, bu t alfo m ore ted ious than th a t 
©ffhe o ther day} fo r, this lived 5 or 6 m inutes after his wound*- 
A nother having been ferv’d after the fame m anner with ano
th e r  head , had the like  accidents, and died within a q u arte r o f  
an h o u r : T his O bfervation  was m ade on this o ther, that his* 
w ound let ou t a g reat deal o f  b lood  5 whereas not fo m uch as 
one d rop  was feen to com e out o f  any of the others*

All this appearing as yet bu t little to  the D o tto r , to  exclude 
the do& rine o f  Spirits, w hich  now begafl to  loofe ground af*; 
t e r  fo m any experim ents o f  Dead Vipers heads * Ire to o k  th ree  
ftalks out o f  a Broom, and having fm oothed th em , and iharp- 
n ’d  them  at the ends after the m anner o f  a L ancet, he drew* 
from  the gums offeveral heads enough o f  tha t yellow  juice 
to  daw be two o f  thofe ftalkes * w hich, being  thus m oiftned1 
with that liquor,w ere b o th  put in to  thebreafts o f  two Pigeons, 
and  there left 5 the like having been done to  another with the 
3/fftalk no t cover'd  with that juice, which was at leaft one th ird  
part b igger and longer than the o ther two* In  a w ord , the 
tw o firft d ied  w ithin 4  or 5 minutes, and the Iaft continues to  

k this very day fn Signor MagafottfePigeon-hbule as brisk and* 
as fa t as ever 5 his w ound in h is  b reaft, inftead o f  having cau- 
fed an Inflam m ation, is now alm oft' perfetftly hrealed;. 
k W hilftthefe  Experim ents were m aking, it cam e in to  the. 
heads o f  fom e to  try  ano ther,upon  the relation tha t Sign.Paolo 

dell' Ara(lately co m efro m  Parts')had m ade 5 which was, that 
fome had aflerted there, that, to fwallow a Vipers head was a 
m oft certain Prefervative and Remedy againft the biting o fa

V iper

 D
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f  $ 0 6 4 }
Viper. Dr. Franeimfailed at that phancy $ but to give full
latTsfadion about ic, he m ade tw o  cHperij^eaitr, T h e  o n e  was,
by m aking the C ock  tha t was there to  (wallow a Vipers head , 
and then  caufing him to  be well b itten  in bo th  thighs by a live 
one* But the C ock  continuing (om e tim e b e fo re  he gave an y  
figas of (icknefs , no t to loofe tim e, he pafs’d to  the o th e r ex 
perim ent, by thrtifting the T e e th  o f  a dead  Vipers head  in to
another pigeon, tha t had before g o t dow n one o f  thofe heads
into his belly. T h e  conclulion was, th a t bo th  dyed* the C ock  
within a q u arte r of an hour,8c theP igeon  inlefs than 4  m inutes.

T h e  news o f  thefe E xperim ents m ade m any perfons curious 
to fee them  p e rfo rtn d  otoce m ore j fo that* fom e few days af
te r, a rendezvous was m ade in Sign, w here,
befides the forenam ed perfons, m et M r. Thomas M r. J
JohnGods call (tw o Englifh G entlem en ,}  A b b o t S tra ti  (his 

M od  Chriftian M ajefties Publick M inifter in this C ourt,)S ign . 
Paolo Falconieri(fit& G entlem an o f  the  Bed cham ber to  the G .
D uke) Sign. Luigi del J^iccio, lAovA MortUe ( th e
o n e  Phifitian, and the o ther C h irarg ion  to  the G . D utchefe,) 
D r. GorniaPhyfitian in O rd inary  to  his H ighnefs, D r. Bellini
P rofeffor o f  Anatom y at Pi fa,Sign. Lorenzo Lorenqni a M a
them atician, and Sign* Pietro Salvetti.

But by the by, give me leave to  tell y o u (fo r fom e diverfioo,) 
that this Sign* Salvettiywho is one o f  the G . D ukes M ufitians, 
& plays on all Bow*lQftrumeDts,invented abou t 4 years ago  a 
New tuning o f  the A ntient Lira Viol with the ulual 13 firings 
by means o f  which tuni ng it is rendred  wholly p e r fc d , (o tha t 
you may exprefs upon it all C oncords, D ifcords, and  alfo the  
im p erfed  C oncords, as feavenths, fixths, &c. as well as upon  
any Virginal tha t hath the quarters of N o tes  upon  if .’Tis true , 
rtis only for M elancholly and paffiooat m atter,and  no t fo r di- 
vifion, as is the proper nature o f  the Lira. I  (hall only add, 
th a t with the abovefaid tuning  he afeends in A  he as high as G, 

Sol,Pe,Vt 5 and defeends as low as double C, Sol, fa, 3 and
can m ake every w here the fame C oncords as above*

This fame perfon having applied him felf to  the f tu d y o f the  
M athem aticks,and particularly abou t the Proportions o10armo+ 
^ r e la t in g  to his profeffion o f  Mufiick,began to  delight him felf 
in Opticas and o th e r  parts : A nd no t being con ten t w ith the 
T heo ry ,he  w ent on to  put it in practice by m aking T elefeopes

o f
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( 5©*5 )
o f  divers fixes,as alfo M icrofc/opes,in im itation o f  tho le  of 
vini and Cmparn. A nd I  can « U  you,"that he lately ftiew 'd 
one o f  his M icrolcopes to  th e  G .D u k e , w hich was ju d g e d  by 
all much b e tte r than any o f  th e  beft his H ighnefs h a th ; and I 
was an eye-witnefs to th is, tha t fo r m agnify ing , defin ing , and  
clearnels, it  was found very excellen t. T h e  iam e day  be like- 
wife Ihew’d his H ighnefs a little  Prolpetftive GUIs, m ade ac
co rd ing  to  M r. 'Newtons new Inven tion  5 and though  this was 
bu t the n rft,and  was not above half a foo t long , it had the fam e 
effe<a o f  one o f  two. H e  is now m aking another after the co n 
ceit o f  M. Caffigrain, though  he agrees not with him in m ak ing  
convex the little Speculum, w hich one looks into th rough  
the Eye glafsj but believes, the F rench  A uthor only dev iled  
tha t to  difguife as m uch as was poffible his p re tended  N ew  In 
vention , which he endeavors to  m ake anterior to  Mr. Newtons 
m oft nob le one. For the  reft, he thinks he hath  found a way 
o f  m aking O b jec ts  feem  righ t with one only glafs.

But, to  return  from  this digreflion to  pur firft difcourfe,you 
may take  notice, th a t the Aflembly at Signor , ha
ving been firft inform ’d by D r. Franoint o f  the grounds o f th ;s 
difpute and o f  the fo rm er O blervations,he began the fame ex
perim ents by caufing 2 P igeons to  be b it by  a Vipers head 
*hat had been  dead above ten  hours, in fucli a m anner tha t by 
iprefling the gum s forne o f  that yellow liquor m ight drop  into 
the wound. T hey  bo th  d ied , one in 6 m inutes, and the o ther 
in 8 -  and not being  con ten t w ith this, w ith another V ipers 
bead*they poifon 'd  a Chicken,w hich died in 10 m inutes.T here 
appear’d afterw ards another P igeon , that had been w ounded, 
m any hours b efo re , by a dead Vipers head ; bu t it had been 
dead  lo long, that the liquor, quite dried  up in the gums, was 
becom e fo hard , th a t for all the fqueefing o f  it noth ing  w ould 
com e to  the teeth  $ w hence this P igeon was very w ell: And 
D r. Francini having caufed the fame bird to be bit again by the 
fame dried head , it had after a little flu ttering w ith his w ings, 
whilft the  pain o f  the biting lafted, no o ther harm .
« A live V iper then being  taken ,4  Chickens were bit by it one
after ano ther. T h e  two firff, e ither becaufp the liquor did 
not penetra te  into th e  w o u n d , .or i the , b ipod  pxpeilett it, ap
pear’d no t to have any diftem per. Tihe ^tb look’d as if it would 
dye prefently sh u t a little  after com ing to  hirafelf he g o t clear

 D
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£ 5 6 6 6 )
o ff for that time. But the third, who feem*d at firft to fee very lively ; «
dyed within an hour and an half. | |  1 f ,. . r | f  r

There being afterwards a young Bitch brought in of a pretty uze, 
The was bit twice by alive Viper in the middle of the hangmgpart of 
the ear v Whereupon (he very foon began to give mortal figns by 
ftaggering,vomiting and being convulfed - after which having a little 
recover’d her felf, the fame accidents return'd upon her,by which fhc 
was reduced to fu-th a grievous condition, that four hours^ after j w l  
being bit/he could not ftir any more, and feem'd juft as if ihe h a d j 
been dead, holding out her tongue, and looking very gafhly, with- 1 
out any other fign of life than that of painful breathing ; to which |  
/he added fometimes a faint barking and a langui/hing howling. In i 
which condition /he was (till found next morning,only her refpirati- ; 
on was yet weaker, and fhe appearing juft a drawing to her end. I t  1 
was obferv’d, that no part of her body was fwell d, nor.had any fpot 1 
upon it. She had voided backward fome matter ofa very black co- $ 
lour, of which her hind parts being very foul, a fwarm of Gnats and-| 
Wafpes were devouring her alive i Which mov’d one of the lcrvants i 
ofthehoufe, to knock her in the head. ' .. - £ ..

After this, there were bit two Capons and a Pullet by a fre/h V i-1 
per,vexed a purpofe ; and, becaufethey gave not then any figns of 
being ill, they weife ferit back to their coops5 and there having co n -| 
tinued well till evening, they were furpris’d at night by a diftcmper, 
which in all likeiyhood proceeded from the poifon ; for next morning 
one of the Capons and the Pullet were found dead.

I  rnwft not forget to tell you,that the laft thing that was done,was, 
the fending to the Pigeon-houfe for that Pigeon,that had in his breaft 
the ftalk that had not been imbued by the yellow liquor; where he had 
been kept during all that interval of time, from the firft experiments 
to thefe laft; being, now Found by all not only very lively, but alfo 
in a thriving condition. The place of his wound being fearch t, the 
ftalk was ea/ily felt, and was, before .the eyes of all the company, with... 
a little pair of Pinchers drawn out.

This is, Sir, what 1 cap confidently affirm to have been an eye-wit- 
nefsof ; and it being notmy bulinefs to make reflexions upon thefe 
experiments; l leave that to you. I know, I have not faid any thing 
but what will be moft amply found in Sign* firft and id, book ; 
but that, which urged me to make this Repetition, was the thoughts 
that it might be acceptable to you, to fee his Affcrtions confirme^by 
the Teftimonies of*fo many perfons,that are the more able to be jud-| 
ges of them, becaufe their underftandings are fiich, that ’tis not pof- ̂  
fible toijmpofe upon them.

Iff may be fo happy as to receive fometimes from you an atedunt 
of the Curious performances of your famous I /hall
make ufe of thatTavour, to animate the Virtnoji here to do fpmething 
that may not be!unwdrthy of your knowledge: But before you afford 
me this honor, I muft firft befeech you to lay your commands on me, 
by the execution of which you (hall plainly fee, with how much re-j 
aiity I am, &c, Dr.fohn
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