
( 494)
t .  In the Valley o f Lwfy,, which runs between the Moun­

tain, o f  Twin, grows 4 Plant like th? Durofiicuflif (lb  alfo called 
by the inhabitants and Botaniftss) near the roots whereof you 
may find pure Quickfilver, running in (mail grains like Pearls; 
the juyee of which Plant being expreffed, and # ^
expofed to the Air of a clear m ght, there will with
be found as much Mercury, as there is loft or ^olie relations,
Juyee. * which acquaint
us, that Moravia, Frr«fand other parts; Mineral Joyces concre-
ted are found to flick to the roots of Herbs and Trees, foroe of thofe 
Joyces tinging alfo the Leaves of Vegetables,

2. In a Voyage he made a few years fince to when 
he was to pafle iome mountains, he met with fome Peafantk, 
who digging on the Tides of a Hill, had found and gathered ve­
ry many Cockle fuels o f divers kinds $ which he wondringat, 
ftopped his intended journey, and went to the very place, 
where he was fatisfied of the truth of thfe relation , finding 
great ftore of different fhells, as the Turbinets, and fome 
Pearl-fhells, whereof one had a fair Pearl in it, which, he faith, 
he put into his Ĵ epojitory.

OWervations Made by a Curious and Learned 
Perfon* failingfrom England,

A M n u j oAnUe. Caribe-Iflands.

Thefe Obfervationsjhall be fe t down in the Authors 'rf
as they were obtained from  him by Sir R. Moray • vi%.

1 Took notice at Deal, whence I fet fail for , o f the
* great difference in the rujlin of , in fuch houfes, as 
front the Sea, in comparifon of thateffed in the Street imme­
diately placed behind that other, in which I made this obfer- 
vation. They told me, that it rufted more at High floods, 
than at Neap-tid^ ; the height of the bindring the &*- 
//»* exhalations. This remark put me in mind o f the vanity 
of the Argument o f M. Ligons and others, v i^  That the Air 
of the Wejl-Indies was hot and moift, becaufeof ttelfufting of
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(C#s j  '
tori ' ; wbereasit indeed arifes from fome other principle in* 
the Air; for at the point o f Cagua, where it fcarce raintth 40 
fhowers in a year. Iron rufts as much or more than any where* 
yet are there other parts o f  th e  1 {land, in which o f 9 months 
not one pafles without great raines: befides, in Jamaica it rufts 
leaft in rainy weather.

The Steams of the Sea are found o f  fuch a nature, that out 
fweet-meats ro tted ; Sugar of Rofes, and other Lozenges 
grew molft* notwithftanding that there was no reafon to attri* 
bate it to any rainy weather* And thofe Pyes and Gammons 
o f Ba con, which had kept well before, after they had been 
oncfe expofed to the open Air, decayed more in a day or two* 
than in fix weeks before.

O n the point Cagua, the Iron-Guns at the Fort were fo cor­
roded, that fome were near become ufelefs * being perforated 
almoftlike Honey-Combs: And I could at any time with 2 or* 
gftroaks of a Hammer break offfonie pounds o f Rufty Iron, 
which ferv’d for prepared Steel,and in . Butthe Guns -
which lay in the Salt- water, were not much endammaged by 
R u ft; as we found, upon taking up o f fome.

Many things receive damnaage by the A ir: N a t only 
rnfts , but even Linnen rots, and Silkj once expofed to the air 
do rot without lofing their colour. I f  a Lancet be once expo* 
fed to the air it will ruft, though you prefen tly put it up again;< 
but i f  it be never expofed to the air* it will hardly ruft.

At Deal a certain Ale-feller, will warrant, that the Ale, as
he orders it, fhall be carried good to the Weft or Eaft-Indies. 
His way to prepare if is this, as he told me himfelf * ,he twice 
mafhes it with Frejb-Malt3 and twice boyles it well j yet all this 
kept it not from fowring; as I obferv’d during my ftay there. 
We bought of it to carry to Jam aica, and then he directed us 
thus. T o  every Rundlet or 7  , after it is placed in the
fhip, not to be ftirred any m ore, put in two new-laiid Eggs 
whole, and let them lye in i t , he faid that in a fourth-night or 
little more, the whole Egg-'lhells would be diffolved, and the 
Eggs become like Wind-Eggs, inelofed only in a thin skin; 
after this, the whole White would be prey’d on, but the Yolk, 
would not be touch’t or corrupted. By this means we did |

pre- -
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( 49* )
preferve the Aleto Jamaica, and it was much better, than at 
Deal. I was told fince by fome others, that the Experiment is 
ufual with them, to keep Ale in England a quarter o f a year : 
And if Eggs be thus put into , they preferve it
from growing ever harlh. 1 hey muft be put in, after-the Li­
quor has done working.

Concerning the Thamef-wateryit is not only obfervable, that 
in eight months time it acquires a Spirituous quality, fo as to 
burn like Spirit o f Wine; (and fome ihips, * I am in­
formed, have run the hazard o f firing, by holding a Candle 
near the Bung-hole at the firft opening o f the Cask 0  f but alfo 
that the (linking of it is no corruption, nor perhaps unwhole- 
fome; for we drank it all the way, foas to hold our Nofes, 
yet had no ficknefs, but we had proportion o f Brandy each 
week, which perhaps might corrett it. I f  you take off the bung 
from any Cask, that (links, and letthe Air come to it, it will in 
24 hours become fweet again. And if  you take a Broom-flick, 
and ftir it about well, it will become fweet in 4 or f  hours call­
ing a black Lee to the bottom, which re-mixes with it, and fo 
occafionsa third or fourth fermentation, and flench* after 
which it flinks no more. But, though upon
flench do not putrifie, yet other Waters /as far as hath been 
hitherto ohferved) do become irrecoverable upon (linking, 
and dangerous to drink.

1 obferv’d at Sea, that though Glauber fay, the water, as it 
grows Salter, becomes Greener, yet that is f alfe. For, after we
were out of the Narrow, the Sea grew after perfeft
Aqure, yet was it much more Salt, the further we w ent; as I  
tryedby a Water-poifeof Glafs, with Quick-filver at the one 
end. It rofe about half an inch above the Sea-waterinthe 

Dotvnr• and at 24 degrees more, 2 after that, I never 
obferved any difference unto Jam, the Sea being probably 
fo impregnated with Salt, as not to imbibe more 5 which crof- 
fes another obfervation, that the nearer the and the
/Line, the SaltertheSea.

As to the Colour of the Sea, I conceive there is as great vari­
ety in it and its fleams, as in Grounds at Land 5 which may 
occafion the ficknefs in fome places more, than in others:

For
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(497 )
For the Sea fmells differently in the Narrow and M ain, And 
as to colour, it is o f i  Sea-green ( and more fickly )  in the 
Downs, than at Torbay : and on Plymoutk'Coaft; more, than paft 
the Lands>end5 and in the Bay of B, than in the Long-reach,
Something perhaps may be imputed to the difference o f the 
waves, which are Ihort, and make a Copling Sea in the Bay of 
B iftay ( y z t  we came not within 80 Leagues o f Cape Finis 
in the Long.reacb it is a long roling wave , but never breaks. 
About Florida:>V irg m a ,& N e w .E n g l, it is a great roling wave, 
but breaks. And as the Sea coloureth and
fo to blue > fo in our return it colour’d from blue to and fo 
t o ^ . W h e n  we were in the Latitude of arid had fai­
led fo for two daies, and apprehended our felves to be within 
70 or 80 LeaguesJobfervedjtheSea was black and thick, not 
tranfparently blue, as before, and the foam againft the Ihip- 
fides was turbid, and o f another confiftence, than before. I  
had never feen the like before, yet was I willing to think the 
Sun not high enough, to giv» the water its due colour. I  at­
tended the Suns progrefs, but behold, it turn’d Green s where­
upon I asked the Mailer, who told m e, we were within do 
leagues of Barbadoes9and that the Sea was there foundable ,
whereas before it was not fo. But at Barbadoes, in the anko- 
ringplaces,it was Blue-,and as we row’d alhore, in the fhal- 
lo w it was W hitijh : And fo at Jamaica near the Ihore it is tranf­
parently White,but within three yards morejtranfparently Blue, 

As to the Burningof the Sea, I could never obferve fo great
a Light, as to perceive Filhes in the Sea o f the Sterne, though 
I frequently looked, “ as well as M yet was the light
great,and at fometimes more than other.Ifuppofe,leveral lub- 
je<St Earths,Currents and Winds do vary it. I obferv’d, it bur­
ned more at Deal the night before we fet faile, than ever in the 
Voyage; all the water ran off our Oar’s , almoft like liquid 
fire 5 the wind was then Soutb-Eajl,and the Sea-men told me, 
that at Eaflaud South-w inds it burned moll. And it did never 
burn fo much during our ftay at as then, the wind ha­
ving been alwaics Weftefly, But in the Harbour of 
I obletVd, that it did not burn equally there. As you paffe the 

Current {which thwarts the middle of the Harbour with a tno'ti-
D dd  o n ,
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f 4*8 )
on, different from the water on both fides) the water fcarce 
feems white at the ftroak of an O.

I fliali not trouble you with an account, how two contrary 
Winds poife each other, and make a Calm in the midft, fhips 
at a diftance failing with contrary gales at the fame time.

It is obfervable, that in the Indfuch places, as have any 
high mountains, have alfo every night a W in d , that blows 
from the Land, Manure the Levantine W in d , which blows
at Sea (but with a flacker gale all night 5 which feems to fhew, 
it depends not only ou the motion o f the Earth; but Sun*) 
W hence this W in d  fhould come, may be confidered; there 
is none at Barbadoer or Saonat but at all the other Iflands. And
in Jamaica every night it blows off the Ifland every way at 
once, fo that no fhip can any where come in by night, nor go 
out but early in the morning, before the come in. I
have often thought on it, and could imagine no other reafon, 
but that thofe Exhalations, which the Sun bath raifed in the 
day, make hafte (after his ftrengt|j no longer fupports them) 
to thofe Mountains by a motion o f Sim ilar * and

* m . ■ . there gather in Clouds, and break

.fiSSBte lh““ •" “1
nalations, condenfed by the wei8"^ and occauon a wind every 
Cool of the night, and impel, way. For, as the Sun declines, the 
led down-wards, fall hy their Clouds ga ther, and fhape according 
weight, and then firft of all to the Mountains,fo that old Seamen 
meeting with the higher parts wil[ teH you each Ifland in the after-

fame* in clouds* ® the Cloud over it# And \ki\$At«
traUion appears further, not only 

from the Rain that gathers on the Tree in the Ifland o f 
fpokenof by J.Hawkins in his Obfervations, and If. VoJJitis 
upon Pomponius Mela, as alfo Ma^nenus de Mannas but alfo
from the Rains in the Indies, there being certain Trees which 
attradfc the Rain, though Obfervations have not been made o f 
thejindss fo as that if you deftroy the woods, you abate or 
deftroy the 7 \ains;So Barbadoes hath not now halfthe Rains, 
it had, when more wooded. In Jamaica I ike wife at Guanaboa 
they have dimiwlht the Rains, as they extended their Planta-
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L m )
tlohs. But (to return to Jamaica) that this night-wind depends 
much upon the Mountain, appears by this, that its force ex* 
tends to an equal diftance from the Mountain, fo that at Porte 
morant, which is the Eafter-moft part of the Iftand, there is lit­
tle o f Land-brife,becaufe theMountain is remote from thence, 
and fpends its force along the Land thither. I (hall further il- 
luftrate this kind o f Attraction. In the harbour o f Jamaica 
there grow many Rocks,fliap’d like Buck$» and Staggs-horns: 
there grow alfo feveral Sea-plants, whofe roots are ftony. O f 
thefe none-trees ( if I may term them fo) fome are infipid,but 
others perfectly Nitrous. Upon thofe other Plants with petri­
fied roots there gathers a Lime ftone, which fixes not upon 
otherSea-fans, growing by them. I t  is obfervable alfo, that a 
Monchinel-apple,falling into the Sea, and<lying in the water,will 
contract a Lanugo o f Salt-peter: which is confirmed by the 
Author o f  the Hiftory o f tne A  T o  conclude this par­
ticular, the Captain o f  our Ship ventured to give me a reafon 
for thefe winds, which I will not conceal from you, fince ic 
may put you upon an Experiment, which he laid he had often 
m ade: That the Sun did heat the Air, and exhale the Va­
pours, which after did fettle on thofe hills, and as they grew 
cold, took up more room than before, and fo made a wind by 
their preffure; as water, put hot into a Cask and clofed,would, 
he Jam, as it cooled, break the Cask.

It is commonly affirmed, That the Seafons of the Year be4* 
twixt th cTropichsare divided by the Rains and Fair weather,
and fix Months are attributed to each Seafon. But this obfer- 
vation holds not generally true r F or at the Point in Jamaica 
fcarce fall ( as was,on another occafion, hinted above) forty 
Ihowers in a year, beginning in Augujl to Oftober inclufively* 
From the Point you may look towards andfo
along to Ligonee, fix miles from the , and youl fcarce fee;
for eight or nine months, beginning from an after* 
noon, • in. which it rains not* At the Town it rains but
three Months in the Year, and then not much. And at the 

fame time, it rains at Mevir,it rains not at the Barbadoe/. And: 
at Cignateo (. otherwise called Eleuin the Gulph of Baba* 

mait rains not fometimes in two or three years^ fo that that
D d d  Iilaiid
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( yoo)
ffland hath been twice deferted for want o f  rain to plant in..

At the Point of Jamaica,where ever you dig five ©r fix foot, 
water will appear, which ebbs and flows, as the Tyde. It is not 
fait, but brackifli, unwholfome for men, but wholfome for 
Hogs. At the Caymans there is no water, but what is brackifli 
alfo ? yet is that wholfome for men, infomuch that many are 
recovered there, by feeding on Tortoifes, and yet drink no 
other water.

The Bloudoj Tortoifes is colder, than any water, I  ever felt
there 5 ; yet is the beating o f  their Heart as vigorous, as that 
o f  any Animal ( as far as I have obferved. )  And their. Arte* 
ries are as fir i as any Creatures I know:Which feems to (hew, 
It is not heat that hardens the coats o f  the Arteries', or gives 
motion to the Heart, Their Lungs lye in their belly below the 
Diaphragme, extending to the end o f their ShelLTheir Spleen 
is Triangular, and o f a firm fle(h (  no Parenchyma ) and flo­
ridly red* Their Liver is of a dark green* inclining to black, 
and Parenchymatous. In the Oefo are a fort of Teeth, 
with which they chew the grafs, they eat in the Meadows, 
which there grow at the bottom of the Sea.

AH the Tortoifes, from the Caribes to the Bay of Mexico and 
Honduras, repair in Summer to the to lay their
Eggs and to hatch there. They coot for fourteen daies toge­
ther, then lay in one night fome three hundred Eggs, with 
white and yolk, but no (hells: then they coot again,'■and lay in 
the fand, and fo thrice. T heathe Male is reduced to a kind o f  
gelly within, and blind, and is fo carried home by the*Female. 
Their fat is green,. but not offenfive to the ftomacky though 
you eat it as broath, flew d, Your Urine looks o f a yellowilh 
green, and oily, after eating it.

There is no manner o f Earth, but Sand, at the Point 5 yet I  
have eaten admirable M elons, M usk-and Water-melons, that 
have grown there,! A great many trees alfo grow there, efpe- 
Cially Mangranes, and Prickle-pears*In other parts it is ordina­
ry to ride through woods, that are full o f very large Timber, 
and yet have nothing o f  earth,only firm Rock,to grow in.

In fome ground,that is full of Salt-peter, yomTobacco, that 
grows wild, fUlheth as it is fmoakcd.j

The
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( 5° i )
The fruit o f Trees thereof the lame kind ripen not atone 

time: There is a Hedge o f  Plum-trees o f  two miles long, as 
you go to the Spanijh-Totvn * on it 1 have many times remar* 
kedfome Trees in Flower,others with Ripeothers with Green 
fruit, and others to have done bearing, at the fame time. The 
likelhaveobferved in other Trees. I have leeii to
blow before their leaves, and alfo after their Leaves are fain, 
again.

Th t  Sower-fop â pleafant fruit there, hath ai flower with
three leaves; when thefe open, they give fo great a crack,that 
I  have more than once run from under the Tree, thinking i t  
all to be tumbling down.

There is a Bird, called a PeHica, but a kind o f Cormorant, 
that is o f tafte Fi(hy, but if it lye buried in the ground but two* 
houres, it will lofe that tafte, as I have been told for certain.

I  tryed fome Amlyfis o f Bodies by letting Ants eat them ; 
andIfound that they would eat Sugar and at laft 
reduce it to an Infipidpowder. So they reauced a pound 
let-oyl to two drams o f  powder.

At our firft coming there, we fweat continually in great 
drops for three quarters of a year,and then it ceafeth: During 
that fpace I could not perceive my felf or others more dry, 
more coftive, or to make lefs Urine, than in . Neither
does all that fweat make us faintiflb; I f  one be dry, it is a thirft 
generally arififtg from the heat o f  the Lungs, and affecting 
the mouth $ which is beft cooled by a little .

Moft Creatures drink littleor nothing there, as Hogs i, nay, 
Horfes in Guanaboanever drink > nor Cows in fome places 
o f the Ifland for fix months; Goats drink but once perhaps in 
a wetek. Parrots never drink, nor Parrokets $ nor Civet-Cats, 
but once a month. *

The hotteft time of the day to ns, is Eight in the morning, 
when there is nb Bri%p<I fet a weather-glafs in the window,
to obferre the weather, a n a i  found' it not to rife confiderably 
at that time, but by two o f  the clock it rofe two inches. 
t i V e n i c e T r e a d e  did fo dry in a Gally-pot,as to be friable 5 and 
then it produced a Fly, called a and a fort o f  white-
worm. So did the Pilule de Tribus produce a Weavtf,

1 {hall

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

14
 A

ug
us

t 2
02

1 



( s ° 0
I (hall conclude with an observation o f a ftrange Quality 

of a piece of Land : There is in the, midft of the Ifland a Plain, 
called Magotti Savanna, in which whenfoever it rains (and the 
rain pafles along the Ifland, before it falls there ) the rain, as 
it fettles upon thefeams o f any garment, turns in half an hour 
to Magots $ yet is that plain healthful to dwell in $ and an hun­
dred, that have feen the thing, affured me of it.

Infinite might the obfcrvations be, if I had alwaies enjoyed 
my health, for the fpeculative Philofophersj almoft every 
thing there being new, and Nature being luxuriant in her P ro­
ductions in thofe parts: But I fliall not trouble you with im­
perfect memorials,*^.

So far thts curious Obferver : whofe laudable Example may 
both quicken and direft other Travellers in the Particulars, to > 
be taken notice o f  in their Voyages. ^

ExtraS of a Letter, mitten by M r. Sam. Coleprefs tlefubli? 
fher̂containing an Account of feme Magnetic*! 3

as aljo of an excellent Liquor made of Cyder-apples and Mul­
berries* ,

Piefuming, what e’re tends to the farther difcovery o f  the 
Magnetic J(vcrtue, will not be unwelcome to you, encouraged 

by a hint, given in /^ .423 . o f your Phil. Tran fa ft. I (hall not 
fcrupje to relate to y ou two or three Experiments o f  mine 
own, performed in the prefence o f Sir William •

1.1 took a Loadftone unpolidl’d, which attracted but mean­
ly; and I heated a Lath-nail glowing hot, nimbly applying the 
North-pole of the faid Magnet to it, which quickly took it 
up, and held it fufpended a great while, till I put down both 
the Magnet and Nail, .

2 .1 took the fame Hone, anAcaft it into the Fire, letting it 
remain there, till it was thorow hot, altering its colour from 
black to red, and being red*hot, I applied the North pole to 
another Lath-nail cold,and untoucht before,which it took up, 
but fain ly, yet held it fufpended for fome time.

3. Two or three daies after, I took the fame Loadftone, and 
found, that it attra&ed then as ftrongly, as before it was eaft

into

/
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