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T m  Ohfervations about Stones found, one in the Bladder o f  a 
Dogg9 the other fa ftn ed to  the Backbone o f a Horfe :

* tioned in two RomanJournals de Letterati,

/. ^ r ' H E  Dogg was a pretty Spaniel, two palms and a J[ half high, white,and an’excellent fetter for Quails. 
Being kept tyed, as fuch doggs are wont to be, he would ra= 
ther have burft than urine or dung in the place where he 
was kept* By reafon of his aptnefs to b ite , he was, 
cut when he was five years old , and two years after that, 
he began to urine with much difficulty. Whereupon as often 
as he was let loofe, he ran prefently into the Garden and fell 
to eat of Pellitory of the WaR> and . This difeafe
continued upon him for five years together, fometimei with 
that violence that his Matter had him Cringed, and anointed 
with oyl o f Scorpions, and ufed other remedies to help the 
poorjcreature*

At length he died at twelve years of age, and being opened 
by a skilful Anatomift, there was found in his bladder a ftone 
weighing an ounce, of an irregular figure, white,yet here and 
therewith fome reddifh fpecKsy ana in the bottom of the 
bladder was found ftore of fmall white gravel, and in the 
mouth of the urinal pafiage a ftone as big as a great pine-ker* 
nel, white and tender. The reft of the body was all (welled.

It may be noted here ( fa ith  the Italian  ) that M a t-
thiolusand others fay, that the Juice of PeEitory doth much 

provoke urine $ and that it doth fo especially, when being 
heated upon a tile and fprinkled with a little Malmefy, it is 
applied to the part* And as to Fig-leaves> he adds, thatPhy- 
ficians adfcribe to Figs an abfterfive vertue, opening the bo- |  
<ly and deanfing thereins: O f which vertue the Leaves may 
perhaps participate* Thus Brutes feem to know,without any 
direftion from a Diofcorides9 or Matthiolus^ or other Botanift, |  
the herbs proper for their difeafes.

1L The other Stone, that was faftenfd to the backbone of ; 
a Spanifh Gelding, that died at the age of between thirteen 
and fouttecn years, weighed four ounces aftd an half 5 it was
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( 4*95 ^
round and a little flatted > o f a n  oli co loar , mark* 
ed with red fpecks, like coagulated blood 5 and fo po­
liced  and Alining,that it rcfleifted Images* It was wrapped 
up in a membrane full o f  fat,and faftnedon both ends td the 
back bone, over againft the Kidneys* Though this Horfe 
had been dead twelvekours before it was opened v yet was it 
ftill very warm, and kept that warmth above fix hours after 
it was o p e n e d . T h i s  ftone is kept among the Rarities o f Sig­
nor Bartolim, an Italian Riding-mafter.

An Accsmpt o Books. 
X  An E S  S A T  about the Origine of GEMS ; by 

Honourable Robert Boy] Efquire  ̂ Fellow of the IV. Society.
Printed at London, 1672* in8°.

/  l^ tT E  defign o f  the Noble Author o f this excellent Trea- 
X  tife being,to propofe and hiftorically to illuftrate therein 

fome conje&ures o f  his about the Confidence o f  the Matter o f  
Precious Stones, and the Subjects wherein their chief vertues 
refidej he comprifes the fubitance o f  all in thefe two particu­
lars: Firjl9That many of thefe Gems,and the Medical Stones, 
either were once fluid Bodies, as theT ranfparent ones,or in part 
made up o f  fuch fubftances as were once fluid. , That
many o f the real virtues of fuch Stones may be probably deri­
ved from the mixture oiMetalline and other mineral fubftances, 
which are ufually {though unfufpe<9:edly) incorporated with 
them$and that th zgredtnefsof  the Variety and Efficacy o f thofe 
virtues may be attributed to fome happy concurrent circum- 
ftances o f that commixture.

T h e/r/f o f thefe Heads relateth properly to the Origtne o f  
Gems : theftcond,partly to that3and partly to the kinds and de-
grees o f their, virtues. Vcj g/rhid‘tP3r>̂ v.«

T o countenance the formed, the Author alledges for his f r j l  
Argument feveral Confiderations3taken firft from the Diapha* 
neity o f Gems 5 fecondiy, their external figuration 5 thirdly, 
their internal teicture 5 fourthly, their Colours that feem to be 
ad vent it iousandimpartedbyfomeColoured Mineral Juice,or 
fome tinging Mineral exhalation, whilft the Stone was either
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