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An Ext
o f  a Letter, written by Dr. Nathan. Fairfax to the Pullijber, 

about a Bullet 'voidedby Vrinc,
Q lr ,  I font a while fince by Mr. AC, to Mr. B. for your felf a 
iT* certain LeademBullet, voided by a Woman at the paffage of 
Urme,,thecircumftances relating to which I. defign’d to commit 
prefently after to a Letter* but was diverted from it till now.The 
rude hiftory of it you may pleafe to take as follows.

G, Eliot of Mendle/hamin Suffolk̂a pale, middle-ag’d, full-bo­
died wo on a n 5 forely afflicted for fome yeares with a torment of the 
Bowels, was prevailed with by a Neighbour, who had fuffer’d 
much in the like .cafe, to fwal ow two fit Bullets: whereupon 
flie found fas he had done before her) prefent eafe-, but after­
wards her pains return'd and increas’d, and fhe having many con-1 
Aids for about i f  years, thenapply’d her felf to my Apothecary, 
Mr .Gibfon of Stow market*, who adminiftred to her in the fit a
dofe of Lady Hollands Powder, which {he took in Poffet-drink 
in the Morning, was mov’d gently by it in the after-noon ,fpenr 
that night in torture of body with Vomitings, and next morning, 
during the ufe of the Chamber-pot, together with the Urine 
there came that from her, which giving a twang againftthe fide 
o f the Veffel,furprifed her with wonder, what it fliould be-, and 
the Urine being poured off warily, there was left in it a heavy 
and (to appearance )  gravelly Stone, of a colour between yel­
low and red , near as big as on’s Thumbs-ends (  as flie confi­
dently affertsto me> ) but making ufe of an Hammer, and 
knocking off the outer pars o f its cruft, they came at a Bul­
let inclofed in it, o f a kind of Brazen colour on the out-fide but 
cutting a little with a Knife, it proved L ead  within: which being 
difeover’d' could eafily be accounted for. Asking her, if no in­
quiry had been made of fuch a Bullets comming from her be­
fore, flie told me that fome dayes after flie took them , the 
Stools had been flightly examin’d , but finding nether, they 
gave over fearch. She being further ask’d about the bignefs 
of the Bullet? She told me, it was apparently bigger when flie 
took it, than when flie voyded it. The ftate of her Body in re­
ference to the Stone being inquired into, flie faid, that flie had, 
before and fince that befell her 7been a voyder o f abundance of
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(8<H)
red Gravel, and particularly* about'three yfcares after fhe took 
them, (he voided a confiderable reddifh ftotie, When I ask’4 
her about the manner of affeding her Body at the comming 
forth e she anfwer’d , 5T was much like a common fit of<che 
S ton e, onely it held her longer lad ingfom ew eeks) bow’d 
h£r fadly forward, (  as a Stone often does in the ,)  pro­
vok’d to Vomitings, and particularly (he felt it crowd lower and 
iQV/er from the Kidney to the Bladder, in the left . Asking
her farther. W ether fhe wasfure,it came by thepaflageof v -  
rine, andnot by Siege i  She aflur’d me, fhe was not miftaken in 

that./* And indeed the gravelly C o a t, which the Bullet hath, 
Ibews fufficiently, whereabout 5twas lodg’d. Inquiring alfo , 
W hether the other Bullet was come from her? She faid n o ;  
for ought fhe knew , ’twas ftill in her body. And as to her 
ftateJince this evacuation, fhe fa ith , that fhe hath had ever 
iince Stone-collick-pains, but none Si fohigh a degree, as be­
fore.

This is the plain relation o f the matter o f  Fad. The Maine 
jafe, I would make of the Inftance ( if it be worth mentioning )  
is to ftrengthen a conjedure, I have had a long time, o f fome 
other paflage from the Stomack to the Bladder, befides what 
Anatomifis have hitherto given accounts of. For that this Bul­
let never came at th Ûretersthrough the Veines, Arteries,Nerves, 
JLympheduds (  the onely vefTels that can be charg’d with it) is, 
I th ink, beyond difpute. Ifitfh a ll be faid,that Nature,when 
put tofliifts, finds out ftrange conveyances to rid the Body o f  
what is extraneous and offenfive to it, I readily grant it, becaufe 
.many inftances are known, making that good 5 yet I think it 
not fo pertinently urg’d, for as much as fome other Inftances 
feem to fide with it, which cannot be taken offby the fame eva* 
lion - v iz .  Many do find, that drinking 4 or 5 Glaffes o f  
xifh (for inftance,) within jefs than a quarter of an hour they fliall 
have a ftrong lift to make W ater, efpecially if the Body hath 

. been agitated. N ow  that it fhould pafs through the Lacteals, 
Veins, Heart, and Arteries, and be ftrain’d from the Blood in fo 
flx>rc a time, is to me fcarce conceivable.

But furely this IhoEterjpaffage (wherever ’t is )  is as natural as 
that, by which it fhould have gone, had it ftaid longer in the
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(8o$)
Body? N ot to fay, how little it favors of the ranknefs of the 
Kidneys, and how much it refembies tfoat, which it was, before 
iw as taken into the Body, And methinks, the conveyance of 
the Milk into the breaft hath much affinity with this of the Urine 
huo the Bladder 5 the fudden prefling whereof into the Papps 
after the Nurles drinking ordinary Milk could no more be explain­
ed by the ordinary do&rine of Cir> than this of the urine 
lpto the Bladder, till the fhorter cut was hit upon by the Ductus 
f l o o r a c i d s  though ordinarily it may be flrayn’d in from the Ar­
teries, as the Scrum aljfo in the Kidneys; onely in a Milk-floud 
Nature finds fome other Channel there , as here in a Water- 
floud.

Laflly, Sometimes things are fhed forth at th eN ip le s , al- 
moft as much furprizing as this, we have fpoken of,at the N eck  
of the Bladder. But I am perhaps too prolix in my reflexions, 
of which I defire you to believe I have as mean thoughts, as the 
Candidft of Readers fhalh I a m ,^ c ,

Woodbridge, Sept. 18. i 668>

II# Joh. Hevelii COMETOGRAP Dant-
zick A. 1668, in large Folio.

r N  this curious and learned Volume the Illuftrious Author 
l  hath with great induftry endeavour’d to explain the whole 
ture o f Comets, their Place,Parallaxes, Diftances from the Earth, 

Beginning and End, the feveral Appearances of their Heads and 
Trayns, together with their admirable motion * And all this by 
means of one conftant and fit H; by which he judgeth 
that.all the Phenomena and Jgueftions touching , hitherto 
known, may be rationally and conveniently explained and demon- 
fl rated: All illuftrated by 38 Schemes in engraven by the 
Author himfelf 5 as the whole Book hath been Printed at his 
own charges. T o  which is added both a Particular explication 
of the Comets, which appear’d . 1 6 5 2 , 1661^ 16(54, 166$$ 
and an Hiftoryof all the Com ets, recorded by Hiftorians, Phi- 
lofophers and Aftronomers from the Deluge unto this
day,enriched with the Authors N otes and Animadverfions, and 
a general Table, 1 eprefenting, as it were, in one view, the moft 
remarkable particulars obfei ved in all Comets, v i z .  concerning
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