
t \  ̂ |  ^ i f i
ff. il Difcourfe concerning tie Large Horn*
' frequently found, under Ground in Ireland, 

Concluding^ from  them that the great Ame­
rican Deer, call'd a Moofe, war 
common in th a t lflaHd f W ith Remarks on 
tome other things Natural to that Country.

4 By Thomas Molyneux, M. D . Fellow of'
4 the King and Queens CoOedge o f Fbyficians 

in  Ireland, and o f the Royal Society 
|  England; ?,

> T p H a t no real Species of Living Creatures is fo 
utterly extinft, as to be loft entirely out o f the 

\yorJd, fine® it was firft Created, is the Opinion of 
many N aturalifts; and ’tis .  grounded on fo good a 
Principle of Providence taking Care in general^ot <rfU 
its Animal Produdions, that it deferves our Aflent 
However great Victlfitudes may be obferved to  attend^ 
the Works of N ature , as well as Affairs-,
fo that fome entire Specie’s of Animals, which have 
been formerly Common, nay eVen numerons in cer­
tain C ountries;  have, in Procefs o f tim e , been fo 
perfedly loft, as to become there utterly mtrnm ; 
tho’ at the fame time it cannot be denyed, but the 
kini has been carefully preferved in fome other part 
of the World.

O f this we have a remarkable Example in he- 
hki, in amoft large and .ftatdy Beaft, that undoubted* 
lyhasbecn frequent iji this Kingdom, tho’ now clear*

D d d d  , ly
1 /

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

03
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
20

21
 



(  49 °  )
ilyex tind ; and that, fo many Ages paft, as there 
mains among us not the lead Record in Writing, <| 
any manner of Tradition, that makes fo much as men­
tion of its Name $ as that moft Laborious Inquirer in­
to the pretended Ancient> but Falulm
fiery of this Country, Mr \ the Au­
thor of Ogyjt/a, has lately informed me,

What Difcoveries therefore we make of this Crea- 
tu re, we can only have from thofesloofe parts of it we 
find dug out of the Earth by Accident, preferved there 
fo many Ages from Corruption, by lying deep arid 
clofe under Ground , whilft harder and of themfelves 
more durable Bodies, moulder away and perifh, byj 
being expofed to the various Changes of the Air, and 
repeated Injuries of the Weather.

By the Remains we have of this it appear
to have been of the Genus Cervimm or Deer Rind, and 
of that fort that carries Broad ox 
bearing a greater affinity with the Buck or Fallow Delr] 
than with the Stag or Red D eer, that has Homes 
round and branched, without a Palmei This I lately 
obferved, having an opportunity of particularly Ex­
amining a compleat Head, with both its Horns entirely 
perfed , not long fince dug up, given to my Brother 
William Molyneux, asa Natural Curiofity* by Mr.
ry Os lorn, that lives at a place call'd in

the County of Meath,about Two Miles from Drm 
htda, who writ him the following Account of the man­
ner and place they were found in.

have lythe Bearer fent the Head and Horns /  
promfied you* this is the third Head have found
7? c*fual trending in my Orchard; thy were all dug up

&U:. ' within
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| 5\  '  $
within the Compafs of an Acre of Land; and
four or five Foot under Ground, in a Jortof BogyySoiL
Jhe firft Pitch ms of Earth, the next two or three of
furff ,  and then followed a fort of white Marie, where
they were found: Theymuft have lain
to le fo deep entefred. (Thus far Mr. .

I took their Dimenfions carefully as. follows j from 
the extreme tip of the right Horn, to the extreme tip v 
of the left, as expreft in the annext Table, Figure the  
iil. by the prick’t Line A, B. was ten Foot ten Inches, 
from the tip of the right Horn, to the Root Where it 
was foftned to the Head, Expreft by the Line five 
Foot two Inches from-the Tip of the higheft Branch- 

fpfmeafuring one of the Horns tranfverfe, or diretftly* 
acrofs the Palme) to the tip of the loweft Branch, ex­
preft by the Line G. F. Three Foot Seven Inches and i. 
a Half. The length of one of the Palms within the 
Branches, expreft by the Line G. H. Two Foot Six 
in ch es : The breadth of the fame Palm, ftill within 
the Branches, expreft by the Line 1. K. One Foot Ten - 
Inches and a half: The Branches that (hot forth round« 
the edge of each Palm, were Nine in Number, beftdes 
ihe Brow-Antlers,of which the right Antler, expreft

%y the Line D. L. was a Foot and Two Inches in length, 
the other was-much (hotter: The Beam of each Horn at • 
tome diftance from the Head, where ’tis mark’d M. 
fcWas about Two Inches and Six tenths of an Inch, in • 
D iameter, or about Eight Inches in Circumference; ,  
M the Root where it1 was faftned to the Head, about-: 

■ Eleven Inches ip Circumference. The length of the 
Head, from the back of the Skull to the tip of the 
Nofe, or rather the extremity of the upper Jaw-bone,, 
expreft in the FigureBy the-Line If, 0-' T^rp F oo t, ,  

: y  ' D ,.dd d,;» ’■ \  , th)B-r
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( m l
gfte- ferri^tb o f t h e  Skull i^ irk y  i f

>ite tine  P. (& was a loo t.

The Two Hrfes near the Roots o f theH orns, that 
look like Eyes were not fo, (for thefe were placed oa 

■ each fide the Head in Two ample Cavities, that could 
n o t be well expreft in the Figure) but Were large 
open Paffages, dear an Inclrin Diameter in the 
Forehead <BoW, to give way to great Blood-veflels, 

that here iffiie forth from the Head, and pafs between 
2the Surface Iff the Horn, and the fmooth Hairy Skin 
that Covers them whilft they are growing, (which is 
commonly call’d the Velvet y to luppiy the Horns 
with fofficfent Nourifoment, while they are foft; and 

#11 they arriveat their full Magnitude, as to become 
perfedly hard and fblid. Thefe Veflels, by reafon of 
their iargeaefs and great turgency of the Humor in 
them 5 whilft the Horn is fprouting and pliant/: make 
deep and conspicuous furrows all along the outfide of 
it where they pafs ; which may plainly Jbe feen after the 

v -Horn ' bare. - arid come to  its full growth /  at 
which time all thefe Veins and Arteries, with the out­
ward Velvet Skid /  drying by the Courfe of Nature, 
Arrive! up and feparate from the Horn, and the Beaft 
affeds tearing them off in great ftripes againft the Bows 
of Trees, expofing his Horns naked, when they are 
throughly hardned, Without any Covering at all. 
This 1 gather,by whatRemarksI have made on the Skuli 
of other Deer, and what I have obferved concerning 
the growth of thefe fort of Horns in Animals of the 
like kind, tho* not in this particular fort of C oik

The Figure I had exadly taken^by a skilful Hand, to 
•ftieW' truly the right ffiape and fee of thefe kind of
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<493  )  ■ ■
Horns we fo commonly find here under Ground in 
Ireland; and have likewife added a Draught of a pair 
of common Stags Horns, expreft Figure the id . and 
another, of a pair o f common Bucks Horns, expreft 
Figure the 3d. all done according to the fame Scale; 
that by this means, at one and the fame time, may 
appear the grand disproportion between thefe forts of 
Heads, and alfo theWifference and agreement in their 
Shape. (See the Table)

ij Such then were the vaft Dimenfions, according to 
. which the lofty Fabrick of the Head and Horns of 
this {lately Creature was Built; and doubtlefs all the 

^eft of the parts of its Body anfwered thefe in a due 
proportion. So that ihould we compare the fatreft 
Buck with the Symetry o f this mighty Beaft, it muft 
certainly fall as much fliort o f its Proportions as 
the fmalleft young Fam , compared to the largeft 
over-grown Buck, v  . i0

i And y e t’tis hot to be queftion’d, but thefe fpacious 
Horns, as large as they were, like others of the Deer 

■ Kindi were naturally caft every Year, and grew again 
to their foil Size in about the Space of Four Months: 
For all Species of Deer, yet known, certainly drop 
their Horns yearly, and with us ’tis about March, and 
about July following they are full fummd again. <X 
which ftrange Appearance in Nature, the learned Gerrar- 
dtu JohannesFojftiu making mention in his excellent
Book De Idololatrib, Lib.3. Cap37. has thefe Words:

f o n a m i n t e r  Natural maximi brevieulo adeo 
Tempore tam folida duram ta Molls Cornua

faJ  That is, I M  reckon i t  among the raoft wonderful Works of 
.Nature, that Homs fo hard and folid, and of fo great a Bulk, ihould grow 
up in fo fliort a time*

' And
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mim)
And the inqulfitive Italian Philofopher, 
in his Experimenta circa res Maturates, &c. on the fame
Occafioa exprefles himfelf thus: Maxima profetto 
wiratme (lignum eft t ant am Malem Cornmm 
tam hrevi tempore quotum,*£ renafci &
And if thefe judicious Perfons were moved thus with 
Admiration by confidering- only the yearly Falling and. 
hidden Growth of thefe fmaller<Horns of Bucks and 
Stags, with which alone they were acquainted,, what 
would they have thought, had, they known of theft; 
vaft and ftupendious Prod unions,of Nature in the lame 
g in d i,' . ,  i  .\  " z&s

As there fee ms to me no fmall Affinity or Agreement 
irfthe Sprouting forth, and Branching of Deers Horns, 
with the way of; Grmt'k in; Vegetables #  ft I conceive 
likewife the conftant yearly dropping of therp, to pro­
ceed much from the fame Caufe,! that Trees annually 
call their ripe Fruit, or let fall their withering Leaves 
in Jutumm that is, becaufethe nourifting Juice, fay it 
is Sap qrBlood, hflopt and flows n o ’longer; either s 
on the account ’cis now deficient* being all (pent, or that 
the cavous Paflages which con veigh it,dry up and cook* 
f t  as the having no longer any. Communication^ 
with, mud of neceffity by degrees fever from' the Whole; 
but with this Difference, that Horns by reafon of their 
hard Material andftrong Compofition, flick fad to the 
Head by their Root, Seven or Eight Months after all 
their Nourishment perfe&ly retires; whereas Leaves and 
Fruit, confiding of a much mererenderSuffedanceand 
a finer Texture of Parts, drop fooner from their native

That is, TrSifly itdcferves our. greateft Wonder that B |argea 
Bpdy of Horns and Branches fliould imoutup in fo Ihort a time, and he ^wedeyery Year, ™  V - “

Befe
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Beds where they grew, when once the Supply of ufuaf 
Nourilhment is ftopt; this Analogy that Nature ob* 

J fe rm  in calling the Horns of Beads and dropping the 
Fruit of Trees,- will appear much more evident to any 
one that will obferve the end of a Stalk, from which 
a ripe Orange or any fuch large Fruit has been lately fe­
ver’d, and the Butt epd of a call Horn where it fatten'd 
to the Or for by comparing them together, he
lhall find fo great a Congruity in the fhape ®f both, 
th a t’twill be apparent Nature works according to the 

I fame Mechanifm in one as in t’other.

|  Difcourfing one Day with bis the
J Cape Hi then one of the Lord of an ex­

perienc’d and accurate Obferver of the Works of Nature,
I chanced to mention thele Large Horns: He was very 
earned to fee them, and (o mightily furpris’d at the 

I fight of their extraordinary Bulk;* that my Brother 
|ihought fit to make a Prelent of them to his Lordlhip,
|  which he obligingly accepted • refolving to fend them 

pver, as he (aid, to his Majefty Sing William.

Such another Head, with both the Horns intire was 
Ifound fome Years fince by one the
|fcoun tyo f Clare > buried Ten Foot under Ground in a 
tort of Marie, and were prefented by him to the late 
Duke o fOrmond, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland̂  who 
valued them lo highly for rfaeir prodigious largenels, 
that he thought them not an unfit Prelent For the King, 
and fent them for England to King the Second,
who Ordered them to be let up in the Horn-Gallery at 
Hampton Court; where they may dill be feen among 
the red of the large Heads both of Stags and Bucks 
that adorn that Placed but this fo vadly exceeds the lar­
ged of them, that the red  appear to Idle much of their r

Curiofity
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(  49* )
Curiofity by being viewed ki Company with this, |  
am lately informed, thefe with fbe other Heads are 
fince removed to the Guard-Room out of the 
Gallery. . ■■ >. . ' ' - ,\m

In the Year 1691. Major Folliot tpld me, that dig* 
ging for Mark near the Town where
he lives, not far from Ballyjhan in the County of 
Fermanagh, he found buried Ten Foot under plain (olid 
Ground, a Pair of thefe fort of Horns, which he keeps 
{till in his Poffeffion.

In the Year 16S4. there were Two of thefe Heads 
dug up near Turvy, the Manfion Seat of the Lord Bar- 
nevall, within Eight Miles of Dullin g that which was 
150ft compleat of the Two was fixt over the Chimney 
in the PubliekHaJl 5 and there ftill remains as an ancient 
and lading Curiofity to future Ages.

Not long fince, a Head of this Kind with its Horns 
was found near Portumny, the Houfe of the Earls of - 
Clanricard, feated on the River Shannon, in the County^ 
Of Gallway, where it is carefully preferved, and ftill ad-1 
mired by all that view it,

: " t l /  **'*<*1 -$K*% *1 K*'' ■■ * *'v* i* ,V

Such a Forehead with Two extraordinary Beams of 
thefcKind of Horns,my be now feen fattened againft one
fide of the Common Hall of his Grace Michael Lord 
Archbilhop of ArdmagVs Houfe here in Dublin; they 
are both imperfed and want fheir yet by the
vaft thicknefs and length of the Beams, I judge when 
entire they much exceeded the Size of thofe I have gi­
ven the Dimenfions of above. The Primate told me/ 
they were found fomewhere in the Province of Vlfler,
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g f  ' ' "  *' ('492 X  ■ ' ' ’ I
and prefent-ed to the Earl of ifctctiGoverflorof* 
/##/«»</, who gave them his Grace. * , •«& h

W t o ’A e fe h & o n tt^ d S  n»«jr more Inftanees of the 
like, as thofe found by the late Lord , hear
his Houfe at Newtewn-Stewart; and thole kept at 
Stockadenin the County of Meath, for to my Know- 
ledge twitbir* tefs thaa Tw enty Years, above Twenty,
I might fefely fey, T hirty  Pair of thefe fort o f Horns 
have been dug up in leveral places of this Country, all; 
found by Accident |  and we may well fuppofe vaft 
Numbers ftill remain undilcovered, but to mention any 
more of them particularly wbuldbe tedious, and tq  lit­
tle pnrpofe, fince thefe .may foffice-plainly to lbew, 
this Creature was formerly Common with us in 
and an Indigenous Animal, not peculiar to any Territory  
or Province, but univerlally met with in ail parts of
die Kingdom, »  •

■ p *  - ■ ; % - < : *  o J ' s t f f & a  ' f i f e i f e r f  "_?h* di y , / M  : ■
I  For if we draw a Line through the feveral Places of 
this Illand where thefe Heads have been found, 
the County of Clare,the County of DaUin,-, and the 
County; of omitting thofe other parts I
have mentioned j we foalL make a Triangle whole 
foortell; Side will be inilength above an Hundred Englilh > 
Miles, which is near as large a Figure'bf this Soft, a s . 
we can well defcribe in  the Map of Inland;

Mpa i miniS tSjdk» 'J-i vil Jb®%S
*r,iAnd Befides, we may reafonabiy, l  thider gather | |  
That they were not only eommon in this Country, but 
by what Mr. Oshorn mentions in bis Letter to my,Bro»- 
ther, T hat they were a Gregarious Animal, as the Na- 
turafob call them,! or fich  a fort of Creature as affed 
natura%>keeping'tbgether in HttJs -, ̂ as we fee the FalJ 
iMfC«wwid> «sif and^as^tis reported ofr.the Elches ia 

BE nM , ■ E,e.e e .  ’ . SmdentK
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(  4 9 8 )
Sstedeu; andthe Raht Deer in the T^rtKen4 <5ountriyi jj 
of Europe; for otherwtfe we canftot eafily fency ii\ 
Ihould happen; that three of their Heads fliould be ail t 
found within the narrow Cotnpa6 o f one hereof jU

>  That thefe and (Weral other% and indeed I think  1 
imy have been particularly infcarmed
though dug up in fa# diftant Places of Ireland̂  Ihould 
be conftantly found buried in a Sertof Marie, fceins to 
m e t o  intimate, as if  Marie was only a Soil that had ; 
l^en fofteerly'the Outward Surface oi the Earthy but 
mi procefs of Time, being covered by degrees withma* 
ny Layers of Adventitious Earth, has by lying under I 
proiitid a certain Number o f Ages, acquired a peculitnr i 
jtjftuh) Confiflem̂  Richnefs, or Maturity that gives it 
the Name of Mark.For of rieeeffity wem uft allow 
the Place where thefe Heads are now found, was w0  
tainly once the external Superfiqe of the Ground ; 
otberwife ’tis hardly poflible to fuppofe how 'they 

■ Ihould come there.

And that they fliould be fo deep buried as we at p t f e  
lent find them, appears to have happen’d," by their ac­
cidentally fitllifig where k  was foft{low* Ground p o  that 
the Horns by)their own confiderable Gravity might 
eafijy make a Bed where they. fetled in the yielding 
Earth $ and in a veryiong Courfe of Time, the higher 
Lands being by degrees difloived by repeated Rains, and 
wafht and &ought down by Floods, covered thofe Pla­
ces that were feituated lower with many Layers of 
farth  : For all high Grounds and Hills, unlefi they 
confift of Roefê  by this means naturally iofe a little 
every Year of their Height; and (bmetimes fenfibly 
iecpme lower even in one A ge; of which we may fee 
feveral fatisfaftory Inftances related by Dr« Phttin his

- ^ i l § \  " Natural
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W- . : Ca p
Natural Hiftory o f Staffordjbtre, Chap. 3. Page n | .  
as for all fuch B e d s  that might chance to fall omhigh 
or hard Grounds, where they could not poffibly be co­
vered or defended, thele muft of neceflity rot, perilb,. 
and be deftroyed by the W eather: And for this Reafon 

• it is, that never any of thefe Horns are difcovered in 
fach fort of Ground, but always in a light Soil, and 
in feme low Part of the Country,

. 7  ■ 1 Ski , i t * f / ' , • s  & l> ", *>;*. ^2, "̂ ^
I  By what means this Kind of Animal, formerly 15 

common and numerous in this Country, Ihould now 
become utterly loft and eating, deferves our Confide* 
ration : and feeing it is fo many Ages paft, that we 
have no manner o t  Account left to help us in o u t En­
quiry, the raoft we can do in this M atter is to make 
feme probable Conje&ures about it j, 1 know, fome 
have beeh apt to  imagine this like all other. Animals 
might have beeen deftroyed from off the Eace o f this 

JCfcnmtry by that Flood recorded in the Holy Scripture 
to have happened in the the time of which I  
confels is a ready and fhort way to folve this Difficul­
ty, but does not at all latisfy me For (befides that 
that there want not Arguments, and fome of them not 
.eafily anfwer’d ,  againft the Deluge being Univerfal) 
j | .  we cqnfider what a fragil, ffight and porous Sob- 
fiance thele and the Horns of all Deer are, w ecan’te 

,w.ell fuppofe they could by any means be preferv’d en - 
i tire and uncorrupt from the Flood, now above Four 
‘ Thoufand Years finee 4 and I have by me fome o f the ■ 
sTceth, and one of the lower Jaw-bones of this. Cr^i». 
iture fo perfeft, folid, ponderous and freffi, that no one 
that fees them can poffibly fufpeft they could have been? 
in nature fo many Ages part: And therefore it feems 
‘more likely to me, this kind of Animal-fflight become 

^ e t i ^ .b e r e  frora a certain ill Cooftitufion of Air in* 
k E e e e  a  fome.
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V  < f  00 )
Tome of ther pall Sea{ofK lortg '<fince 3tt« l 1ooclr -which 
might oceafion isi Epidemic*<if we_mayfe
caff if or P e j i i l e n t i k l M u t m ,  pecffharty'to afted this
fort of Creature, fo as io -deftroy at once great Nam*
hers of Vm, if oOl quite ruine'the Species.

M r  •**•1- f il l  I tt  lo ll ®l!if3 to YHrv; -\rv -m

 ̂ Afli t1bl§nfot fo gf ouftdkfs *ts &t
it (fl'iy £ippc3iy if we contidsr tfets Ifldnd m^y very well 
be thought neither a Country-nor Climate fo truly 
proper and natural to  this Animal, as to  be perfedly 
agreeable to its temper,* Trace for ought I can yet learn 
trneither ts;bor everhas-been -an Inhabitant of any ofthe 
adjacent Kingdoms round dboutius. And befides, the 
tmeHoids above mentioned, found fo clofe tovorie 
%nOfher in the County of Meath, and the Two nqar 
T «m , Teems not a little to ‘countenance this Opinion; 
-as if thefe M m alsdyed  together m dsottaijr
had lived together in Herds.

Ill lllil ' * J  till § llliflllll i l l i ; ■ If ils§!l|#u''|fe‘
To this purpofe I 'have met with a remarkable Paf- 

(age in Scheffers Deferiptien of Lapland, Chap. 28, 
(beakmg of f he Cervus Raugifan Anittal that agrees

®  Kind with ours, though it be a quite different Serf 
df Deer,he fays that whole Herds of thermare often 
deftfoy’d by a Ragmg’Diflempercommon among them;

1 thefe are his Words EJl:® Merits fuis gem fee OsS* 
nexium qui ft hgrumt Gregem tetum felent ptrvagawfS 

adnecemdare-, fuade:re JohaMnesBureMsMibalom 
Schedis fuis, felet nterdum Ruttgifires mrbus quieten 
vtlut fe/lis htvadere fie ut meriatstur ernes Lappq\ 
cempellatur neves fHi emparare Rauglferes (c). Bj

fc )  That is, this Rindiof ,Creature is likewife fubjeft to itsDifeafo 
which if they feiK a Flock, goes Ultough them ill; concerajug ■ Johannes Bumfs,hasit thus, ill his. Papers ̂  I fopretiwies of Brfeaiftar

iter the manneraf a Blague, mfc&sthe.Ralu Deer, feas they aJI dye, an<
-the Xaplander is forced to fupply h ifl®  with new R^n Deer.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

03
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
20

21
 



B T v X r " ' " ' (- C v ‘ ;■ ‘
which we may ice  what we *conje<3:ure ia m& Cafe, is 
not meer Suppofiuon, hu tcerta in ly  happens elftwhere 
to  Animals o f the likefKinck

jPeP ĵf i  ' v-v>.*f M p ; SSr  ̂ a *i ' ‘. t / y ^ ,  * 5E35®? --d

» : & t  fince we have an Inftance 6f fo deftru&ive a 
Mortality among Beafts as quite to extinguifti a  whole 
Jpecies at once, we may think (ome might have efca- 
ped th e  Cmmon^lamity^ but theft being (b lew  in 
Number* I imagine as the Country became peopled, 
and thickly inhabited ;they were (bon deftroy’d, and 

ikilfd like other Venifon as well for the lake of Food as 
JMaftery and Diverfion. And indeed none of thefe Ani* 
jnals by reafon 0^ their Stupendous Bulk and Wide 
Spreading Horns ctfuld poflibly lye (heltered long in. any 
,Place, but muft be loon dlcovered* and being fo con- 
jipicuous and heavy were the more eafily purfued and 
taken by their numerous Hunters, in a Country all en­

vironed by the Sea: For had they been on the wide 
fCoqtinent they might have fared better, and fecured 
.themfelves and their Rmtill this time, as well as others 

Eft the fame Kind have done elfewhere. O f which 
^rnore hereafter.'ill  ̂fil IS mM * ,H p > , | ***>'•** .• %| it* te. /
|L . O r hadthofe Barbarous Times been capable o f taking 
Care for the Preferyation of this (lately Creature, our 

^Country would not have entirely loft fo Angular and 
-beautiful fin O rnam ent: But this could not be expefted 
ctfrom thofeifavage Ages of the World, which certainly 
.would: not havelpared* the reft of-the ‘Vee^indjikaSgp 
and Hinds, Bucks and >Does, which-we (UK have f  but 
ctiiat itbeft beif^g of much fmaller Size, could (heifer 
and conceal themftlves eafier *u[̂ der the Covert o f  
iWf ods andMountains, ifo a^toefcapeutterDeftruftfon. 

K  ^ I ^ P a p a i M k : ' 'oi i l | i |  f t
oi . w  W A  to «And
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c * < » )
Arld herc. I cannot but observe, that the Red Deer ■> 

in thefe our Days, is much inore rare with us in Ire- 
land, than it has been formerly, even in the Memo* 
ry of Man: And tho’ 1 take it to be a Creature, na­
turally more peculiar to this Country then to England, 
yet unlefs there be fome care taken to preferve it, I be­
lieve in procefs of time this Rind may be loft alfo, 
like the other fort we were now fpeaking of.

It remains we flrould fay fomething concerning the 
Prefer Ham of this Animal, and what Species of 
Creature it was to which thefe (lately Horns formerly 
belonged. And I muft here needs own, that -J have 
not piet to this Day with any Perfon, that has fpent 
the leaft ferious thought concerning this matter. So 
deftitute have we been in this Place of that inquifitive 

•.Genius, that in thefe later Ages has fo much every­
where prevailed, in letting the Minds of Men upon a 
diligent fearch after, and making curious and ufeful 
Remarks,, on all things that are truly the admirable 
Workmanflup of Nature. > * ®

I know they are vulgarly call’d by ignorant Peo­
ple, nay, and .fome of thelearned Vulgus in this Coun­
try, Elcbes Hornes; and that they are toy is an Opini­
on generally received, and latisfies fuch as talk of 

' them Superficially, without further. Enquiry ; and be- 
caufethis is an Error that hasfo Univerfilly prevailed, 
1 fliall take the more pains- particularly to Confute it, 
and I hope clear this point fo from all manner of doubt, 
that for the future there fliall be no further queftions 
made of it again.) the miftake, i am fatisfied, -has on­
ly proceeded from hence, that we are in thefe parts 
as great Strangers to that fort of Animal call’d the Al- 

Ekhe, or EUnde, asweare to this of our own
“  ~ ; ' Country,

 D
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C m )
C o u n try , knowing by hear-fay only, that ’tis a  large 

Beaft with* big Horns ; but unlefs we fhall give the 
fim eN am eto  TwoAnimate vaftlydifferen$ which is 
Brepofterous and breeds Confufion, we muft not al­
low thefe Horns Ihould any longer pafs under the Name

fr I have teen a Pair of genuine Ekhes Horns brought 
p out otSwedeland, and they differed extremely, both in 
\0igm  and Size,from thefe we have now defcribed: 
i they were abundantly finaller, quite of another lhape 
i and make, not Palmed or broad at the end fartheft from 
tithe Head as Ours; but on the contrary, broader to­
w a rd s  the Head, and growing ftill narrower towards* 

the Tips end, the finaller Branches not iffuing forth 
Iffirom both Edges o f the Horns as in Ours, but growing 
i along the upper Edge only, whilft the other Verge Of 
: the Horn was wholly plain without any Branches a t all.

I  And accordingly the faithful Gejner, in the firft Chap- 
i ter of his Book Dê Quadrupediius, has given us the
i ; right Defcription o f them, where he exprefles the Fi­
ji gure of the Bkheand its  Horns apart |  and fpeaking o f
f the Size of them, he Cays,  Cerm
\ ter Duodecem appendant, longitudmefere duorum
Hum (d).Whereas the Horns we find here in  Ireland

t are near thrice that Length;and above double that 
1 Weight; though dry’d and much lighter from their be* 

ing fo long kept $ But 1 confefs, I fay, this only by efti> 
mate, not having an opportunity to Weigh exa A lya fin­
ite  H ornby it felfy th o u g h lrm litre I ca rftte  r a i^ b u t^

S K ' ... _ \  *'.,4 * ' , .. ... 1 l- . , At * * h , , * \  - - 4  ■

K(<0 Thatis. cacfa Hĉ ra weighs about Twetee Bounds, aad was ia ld̂ Ui

of Elches Horns,

almoftTwo Foot*
Moreover
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| | |f g § g j ;H . t m )  /  ' , 1
Moreover the Elche, as defeated by Me*

ndbenus, whohadfeenmany of them, is no larger than 
a milling Hor(e : thefe are are his own Words, as quo­
ted by Aldrovandus: Halet hoc Animal crafttiem 
p r o c e r i t u t e m m e d i o c r i s ( S  pk^is Eq And agreed 
able to this is the Relation given in the Memoirs ot the 
Parifiad Anatotnifts, who differed one of them : And I 
remember M?i Dmcomle,then one of the.Lords Jufti- 
ces of Ireland, tcktm& when be was Envoy 
he had feeh there above a Hundred Elches together in 
a Herd, and node of them above Five Foot high ; and 
iffb* we cannot imagine a Creature of that final! Size, 
couldjpoffihly fupport fb large and heavy a Head* w it#  
Jtp wide and (breading a Pair of Horns as fhefe we are 
peaking of; confidering that exa<ft Symetry, and duel 
Proportion of Parts, Nature obferves in the Formation 
©fail the larger and perfcAer fort of Animals.
• *! | i f i l l i l

We rnuft then* look out, and try if we can difeovet 
among the various Species of Quadrupeds, fome other, 
Whpfe Size and Defcriptionwillbetter agree with thit 
cur Irifk Anirndthtin that of the does: And after 
all our Inquiry^ we certainly fhan’c difebver any one 
th a t in all ̂ f p e ^ ^ ^ l y  anfwers ;it, fave only that 
Lofty HernedBeaft ift the Wed-Indies, call’d, 'frMnJteM'

th is  Animal I find deferibed by Mr 
among }|is New England Raritks 'm theft Words: The 
Moofe Deer, common in thefe Parts, is a very goodly 
Creaturep fome of them twelve poet bight (in height, fays 
another Author more particularly , From the Toe of the 
Mfoe foot to the Pitei of the Shouldery Twelve Foot; in

in 8

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//r

oy
al

so
ci

et
yp

ub
lis

hi
ng

.o
rg

/ o
n 

03
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
20

21
 



1 {  S°5 )  •
its full growth much bigger than an Ox) with exceeding 
fair Horn with broad Palms, fome of them two Fathom 
or Twelve foot from, she Tip of one Horn to the . 
That is, Fourteen Inches wider than was.

Another thus deferibes the Manner of the 
Hunting this Creature : They commonly hunt the 
which is a kind of Deer, in the , run him down
fome times in half otherwhile a whole Day,' when the 
Ground is cover d with Snow, lyes here Four
Foot deep; the Beaflt very heavy, finks every Step as he 
rms, breaking down Trees as big as a Mans Thigh with 
his Horns, at length they get up with't, and 

darting their Lances, wound it that the Creature, 
walks heavily on, till tired and [pent with lofs of Blood, 
it finks and falls like a ruin d Building, making the Earth 
/hake under it. Thus far what thefe Authors fay of the 

Moofe. ' ^.. ^
11 do not know any one that has yet obliged the Pub 

lick by giving an exa& Figure of this la te ly  Creature, 
which would be acceptable to the Curious, and very 
well worth the while o f feme of thofe ingenious Inqui­
rers that go into thofe Parts fer the improvement of 
Natural Hiftory: for I take it next the Elephant, to be 
the moft remarkable Quadruped for its largenefs in the 
World. However, in the mean time, by the help of 
the foregoing Accounts, we may eafily form to our 
felves a lively and juft Idea of its and Size; 
and if we compare the feveral Parts of thofe Difcripti- 
ons, with the Beafts whofe heads are found here in Ire* 

land;we fliall not have the leaft Reafon to queftion 
but thefe vaftly large Irifh Deer and the American 
were certainly one and the feme fort of- Animal, being 
ill o f  the Deer Kind, carrying the feme fort of Palmed 
Horns, which are of the feme Size md Largcnefszs well

F f f f  as

 D
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' c
as tk&H  and tUMkof their Bodies correfponcfmg 
exadly in Proportion to the wide {Reading o f their 
terns; So that we may ftcurely aflert, that 
formerly were as frequent in this Country, as they have 
them M l  in the Northern Parts of the Well
New-Englandfir$ma,Maryland, Canada or

And leaft we may think this Animal peculiar to the 
Continent, and not to be found in Ijlands; \ lately met 

with a remarkable Paffage in French De-
fcriptm of the Weft-Indies, that clearly fhews the con­
trary ;which, becaufe it likewite illuftrates and con* 
firms what was (aid before, l i t  fet down in his^own 
Words. Speaking of New-England, fays he; 
me certaine forte \Befte Pais
fauvages noment Mofe, de la g , ay ant 
la Teftedm Dainfavec lei comes larges que tout
Us anns, leCol comme me cerf: il Je trouve me grande 
quant ite de ces animaux en une pres de la Terre Fee? 
meappelle desAbglois Mount That is, There i t

a certain fort of Be aft common in this Country, the
favage Indians call a Moofe, as as a Bull (he had not
feen I fuppofe thofe of the largeft Size) having the 
Head of a Buck, with broad , whieb they
ry Tear, and the Neck of a Deer t there are found
great Numbers oftheftAnimals in an Wand near the

tinent call'd bytheEnglift, Mount Manfell.

This may give us reafonable grounds to believe, that 
as this Ifland of MountManfell muft of neceffity hadfomc 
Communication with the Main Land of Americay to 
havesbeen thus plentifully ftockt' with thisfort of Beaft; 
So Ireland, for the lame Reafon, muft in the many pall 
Ages, long before the fate Difcovery of that New Worldk 
had feme fort of Intercourfe with it likewife, (though

 D
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"■ . C S07 )
!iis not eafy, I acknowledge, for us at preient to  explain 
how) for otherwife I d an o t fee, how we can conceive 
this Country (hould be fupply’d with thisCreature, that 
for ought I can yet hear, iknot to be found in all our 
Neighbourhood round about us,, pay, perhaps in any 
other Part of Europe, Afia or Africa-. And then ’tis certain 
as Ireland is the laft or moft Weftern part of the Old

' j o ’tis near eft of any Country tothe moft Eaftern
Parfs ol the New-Canada, New-England, Virginia, &c.
the great T raft of Land, and the only one I yet know, 
remarkable for plenty of the Moofe-Deer.

And we may obferve yet farther,-That a fort of Alli­
ance between thefe Countries of Ireland and the Weft-In- 
Mies, appears hkewife in other things, of which they 
partake both in common. For as they on the Coaft of 
Hew-England and the Ifland Bermudas gather confidera- 
ble Quantities of Amler-greefe j lo  on the Weftern Coaft * 
o f Ireland, along the C ountiesV  Sligo, Mayo, Kerry 
and the Ifles of Arran they frequently meet with large 
parcels of that precious Subftance, fo highly valued for 
, its Perfume. In the Year 1691. Mt.Conftantine an 
Apothecary of Dublin, fhewed me one piece of Amler- 
greefe found Bear Sligo, that weigh’d Fifty Two Oun­
ces j he bought it for Twenty Pound, and fold it ip Lon­
don afterwards for above a Hundred, On the out-fide .• 
’twas of a clofe compatft Subftance, Blackifh and Ihining 
like Pitch ; but when it was cut the infide was more 
.porous, and fbmething of a Yellowilh Colour, not fo 
grey , clofe and fmooth as the cleaned and beft fort of 

Amber-,.butlike it, fpeckled with whitifh Grains, and 
of a moft fragrant Sent; f have ftilla Piece of it by me, 
that weighs above Six Drams, with feveral Samples of 
Three or Four other forts of Amber, all found on that 
Coaft of Ireland-fiomt entirely black as Pitch, others

F f f f  a - o f
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( *o8 )
of a perfect White Subftance, exaftly anfwering the Ete 
fcrption of that fort of Amtery Wormitp menth 
ons in his Mufaum, Page 34* under the Name of Am* 
hr a Grifea nondrn mature V ^ r ~ v  ;

Nor is the kind’of Whale-Fi/h that’s often taken in 
New* England, and affords the true a Strang

ger to the Coaft of Ireland tb̂trefpeds . This 
we may properly, I think, with Dr, call the
Cetus Dentatm,from its large, folid,white fix!
only in the lower Jaw; to diftinguifh it from that 
tiesthat gives the Whale Bone, moft naturally named 
by Ariftotle in his Hiftoria An , from
its bearded, horny Lamina in the Roof of its Mouths 
of which kind likewife there have been Three or Four 
ftranded in my time ,* but on of this 1 
Country that regards Englandl*

" V ' v "  ■ *• { ‘ J ' d H
This Cetus Dentatm is faithfully defcribed by 4

Clufius, in his Sixth Rook of ExChapter the 17th, 
under the Name of C e t e , a l i  admiralile; and truly A

Ms Table I
the4zd. and by Mr. Ray in his Table 
the 1 ft. but by both under the too general Name of the 
Balena. There have been Three of this Rind taken to 

my Knowledge, in the Space of Six Years, all on the 
Wefter n Coaft of this Country $ one near in
the County of Antrim  ̂ another about Ship-bar loury\n 
jilt  County of Donnegall̂  and a Third in Auguft, 1691. 
Seventy one Foot long, exceeding that defcribed by 
Clttftm, Nineteen Foot, towards where 1

Lough-jSnse difcharges its Waters into the Weftern Ocean.

And then it was, I had an Opportunity of truly In­
forming my fdf what fort of Subftance is,

',;iI 'v.‘. : v ’-V;/'
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C S09 )
and in what Part of the Whale ’tis found: concerning 
which Matter, Phyficians and Naturalifts have given the 
World fuch various and falfe accounts; and ’tis truly 
nothing elfe, but part of the or liquid of this 
particular fort of Whale;which, OyJ, at firft when 
confuted and mixt, ftews i tie lf  like a ,
of the Confiftence and Colour of 5 but4ay’d by in 
|feflels to fettle 5 its parts by degrees feparate, that 
which is lighter and fwimsa top, becomes a clear O yl 
pellucid like Water, ferviceable for all the ufes of com­
mon Train-Oyl,got out of the Blubber of other Whales,
and that which fubfides, becaufe *tis heavier and of a 
clofer Confiftence, candies together at the B ottom land 
is what is fold for Sperma Cetiat Twelve Shillings the
Pound; when ’tis throughly blanched and refined from 
all its filth and the remaining parts of the Oyl, that 
other wife difcolours it, and gi ves it a rancid offenfive 
Sent O f this Subftance feveral Hundred Pound 

W eigh t may begotten out ofone Whale, but the cjean- 
fing and curing of it is troublefbm, and requires no final! 
Art, Time and Charge; whichoccafions the value of 
that which is througly refined: The Fat of the whole 
Body affords it, but that of the Head gives the great- 
eft Quantity and pureft Sperma Ceti. I

I have feme reafon to believe to thefe Inftancesof the 
MoofeDeer, Amler-greefe and Sperma of which
Ireland partakes more than, any other Country of Eu* 
tope from its Neighbourhood with the Northern America, 
we may Iikewife add feme of our m ore rare Spontaneous 
Plants, becaufe they are found growing only in thofe 
Weftern Parts of Ireland, and no where elfe in this whole " 
Country ,pr any of the Neighbouring Kingdoms about us.

i

 D
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C f 1 0 )
l  lhall mention but Two or Three of many which I 

have been told are peculiar to thole parts, becaufe lam  
not yet welt allur’d of the certainty of the others being 
f o : and thole are the Arbutus five or the
Strawberry Tree ; not to be found any where of Spon* 
taneous Crawth hearer than the mod Southern Parts of 
France, Ita}y w i Sicily; and there too, ’tis never known
butsis a Frutex or Shrub: whereas in the Rocky Parts of 
the County of Kerry about Lough lane, and in the Iflands 
of the fame Lough,where the People of the Country
call it the Cane Apple, it flourilhes naturally to that De* 
gree, as to become a, large tall Eelhnim
in his Fird Book of Observations> Chapter the 4 34  
takes notice, it doesJfo in Mount Athoi in 
and Juba is quoted by Pliny in the Fifteenth Book of his |  
Natural Hijtory, Chapter the 14th, as mentioning 

thing extraordinary, for faying the grows to a 
high Tree in Arabia; the Trunks of thofe in Ireland * 
are frequently Four Foot and a half in Circumference, |  
or Eighteen-Inches in Diameter, arid the Trees grows 
to about Nine or Ten Yards in Heijght • and in (itch 
plenty that they now cut them down, as the chief Few* i  
el to melt and refine the Ore of the and 
Mine,-lately difcovered near'the .Cadfe. of -Refs, in the 

County of Kerry. >

s The other Plant I dsall take Notice of is Cotyledon, 
Jive Sedum /erratumLatifolium Montanumguttata 

Parkin/mi fS Faii/ vulgarly'call’d by the Gardners 
London Pride £ I fuppofe becaufe of its pretty elegant 
Flower; that viewed near at hand and examined dofi^ 
ly, appears very beautiful, confiding of great Variety 
of Parts: The whole Plant is mod accurately defcribed 
by that profound Naturalid Mr. Ray, ip his 
Plantarum} Page 1046. where fpeaking of the Place

where
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phere i t  grows, he has theft Words: Planta in 
Hoftris frequentiffima eft, mioritur nobis
Mondum conflat, eft aufem proculdubio Mont turn incola ( / ) .
Though he knew no certain place where it grew Spon.- 

mmm<> not having met with it in all his Travels ; nor 
any Author mentioning its native Country, yet he 
rightly. conjedJures ’tis a Mountainous Plant, for it grows 
plentifully here with us in Irelaon a Mountain call'd 
tht Mangorfon m Kerry, Six or Seven Miles over, and 

reputed the higheft in Ireland, Two Miles from the 
Town of Killarny,and Four Miles from the Caftle o£
Rofs: Here it fpfeads it felf fo abundantly, as to cover 
great part of the Mountain, and for as much as I un* 
derfland, like the Arbutus, 'tis peculiar to thî s County 
alone. , '■ .. y * . \ 1

Whether both the foregoing Plants are truly 
tan, I  cannot at prefent determine, but this I know, 
that Sabina Vulgaris, or Common Savin is mentioned 
by Mr. j  hjfelyn,in the Book before quoted, as a Plant 
common on the Hills of New-England; and I have beer* 

fpfiured by ah Apothecary of this Town, that he has ga* 
ithered Savin growing wild as a native -Shrub* in one of 
«the Iflands of LougkLkne, in t h e o f  Kerry; and 
if fo, I have reafon to believe, that hereafter farther In* 
fairy may add to theft I have given, feveral other Ex­
amples of Things Natural and Common to  that and 
this Country. \ l  • |  f

f But to leave theft Digreffions and return to out 
large Irijh Deer, which well deferves we fhould affix, 

to it fome Charafteriftick Note or Proper Namer

^ ( / )  That is, ’tis a Plant common in our Gardens; h it where it^grom 
naturally is not as yet known to ns, but certainly ’tis.au Inhabitant of, the , 

^Itountains. w h e re b y

 D
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( $ 1 * )
whereby it mayftand ranged hereafter ia its right Place 
in theHiftory of Animals: finee Nature her lelf feems 
by the Vafl Magnitude and Stately Horns, Ihe has gi­
ven this Creature, to have fingled it out as it were, and 
fliewed it fuch regard, with a defign todiftinguilhit 
remarkably from the common Herd of all other imaller 
Quadrupeds. Naturalifts have rais’d much Difpute, 
what Bead it truly is, that has had the Name given it 
by fome of them, of Animal Magnum; 
nalenut, and others, would have it the Elche • Scaliger 
would have it the Bifons pf Pliny, whether ’twas one or 
t’other, or neither, I lhan’t determine; nor do I the 
kaft fufpeft that■ this our Animal was meant by it; 
however, for its goodly Size and lofty Stature, and t o ; 
retain fomething of an Old Appellation, I think it may , 
very well lay claim to it, and not improperly be call’d,, 
Cervut Platyceros AltiJJimus; five Animal Magnum Cor-, 
niPus Palmatis, incolis Neva Anglo & Virginia, uiii 
frejuens, Moofe diflttm.

■ '' ' 1 1  1 r "   ‘* lJ r 11 m, >■ - »—Mn.n r *

III. Part o f a Letter from Mr. Antony van 
Leuwenhoeck, dated Apr. 1 

an Account o f feveral Magn1
merits j and o f one who pretended to cure or 
caufe Difeafes at a Dijtance, by applying a 
Sympathetic^ Powder to the Vrine. ■

I  Have for many Years made divers Obfervationr
I  about the Loadftone, but made no Deduftions from 
them but for lome Months laft paft , having Two 

f- " .'"V' : ‘ Load*’-
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