BAHAMA- ISLANDSW

Of their Situation, Produ&t, Conveniency of Tradmg
with the Spanzards : The Benefit that arifeth by the
oreat Quantities of Salt that is made by the Sun«*
and the Safety all Ships that are m Diftrefs near*
thofe Parts do find, by having {o good a Harb_n
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BAHAMA-1SL ANDS;,
. Humbly Prefented to both: iRt

-~ ———Houfes of ~Parliament. °

Imprimzs, H O S E Ilands are Situated from 22 to ‘27?-
' De¢grees North Latitude ; they are the beft:
- Sitvated for Trade, and particularly with the.

| | Spaniard, of any Colony in dmerica ;, they ly-. !
ing all along the North fide of the great Iland of Cubs, not

above Fourteen or Sixteen Ledgues over the Chanoel, New Provi- -
dence is within Three Days fail of the Havawa, the belt Haven s
 the Spaniards havein the whole Indies, and they are 1n the very
. Center between Carotina and Famaica, A

Secondly, 1f the Spaniards take Pofleflion, which I heard them 4
fay they would, all the Trade from North America to Famaiga will. -
= be very Hazarddus; and from Carolina to Jamaica, will inevita-
- bly, be Obftrutted, they being forc’d ta:.go between feveral-gf‘
. thofe Iflands to Famaica. Thenwhat will they dofor a Supplyof
~ Salctofave their Provifions they vend in the Weft-Indies ?Which/ls{'- |
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. the moft BeneGicious to Carolina and-other Parts of North- America;
wof any Prade they have. Without thefe Iflands be Protetted, that
. Trades loft. % 4

Thirdly, whatever Ships come through the Gulph of Flerida
Arom Famaica, muft expetl to fall into the Hands of the Enemy,

they being fored to fail fo nigh thofe Iflands that they cannot ef-
- cape being Defcry’d, '

Fourthly, There is another Trade which 1sa precious Jewel in
~‘the Queen’s Crown, asany Trade our Nation has, by reafon it
carrieth nothing from us in Bullion or Cath,only what is taken out
—of the Sea (that 1s, the Fifhing-Trade of Newfound-Land and New-
England) whoare Supply’d with great Quantities of Salt from the .
Bahama-Ulands, efpecially in Time of War. As for the Returns
that are fent to England trom Italy, Spain, Pcrtuzal, &c. for the
faid Fifh, all Trading-Men are fenfible of, and know the vaft

Sums of Mony that are Pay’d into Her Majefty’s Cuftom-Houfe,
belides Bullion and Coin’d Mony brought Home.

- Fifihly, Thefe Illands, efpecially New Providence, by reafon of
a very Commodious Harbour, are the greateft Succour for ali
diftrefs’d Ships that come through the Gulph of Florida, and all o-
thers that are beaten oft the Coaft of New-York, New-England, and
all the Northern Shoar of dmerica ; I have known upward of Four-
teen Saul in a Year come into Providence Harbour }Z)r Shelter.

Sexthly, To the Shame of our Nation may it be fpoken, our
‘Neighbours, the Hollanders, having fmall footing in the Weft-In- -
ases, and [ am fure all Ingenious Men that know the Weft- India-
“T'rade, will allow and agree, That they vend far greater Quanti-
ties of Exropean-Goods both Woollen and others at Curazo, which
15 a very fmall Place, and of little value but for a good Harbour ;
and particularly by their vaft Trade with the Spaniards, their Sale °
of Goods far exceeds the great Ifland of Femaica; and for their
Rerurns Home in Bullion and Spazifh Coin, it caniot be contras
ditted, but muft be allow’d by all impartial M ‘n, t0'Be verycon-
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" fiderably more than Ours. And were the Babamas-Illands, parti-
“cularly that Ifland of  New-Providence, to be difpos’d of, so Mo-
“ny would keep it out of their Hands : Then they would foon
make it the Mart of the Indies, and in Time of War there could
arce.a Ship or Veflel move through the Gulph of Florida, but
muft fall into their Hands. Then what will become of our Ja-
waica- 1 rade? Tangier and Dankirk were valu’d lictle ; but fince
they have been 1n our Neighbour’s Hands, and we at War with
them, What would our Nation give to be poflefs’d of them as they
formerly were? My Lords, Your Babama-Iflands in Procefs of
“Time, may prove of thefame Eftelt for the Weft-India-Trade.

~ Sewenthly, And as thefeIflands are fo well Situated for Trade,
~ we cannot but allow, if New-Providence were Strengthen’d with
" a{mall Garrifon, and but one {ixth Rate Frigate, it would be un-
- der the Circumfitances of Protefting Merchant’s Eftates, and An-
_ noying our Enemies proportionably. g
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“—Ejgtrity, Our Dying: Woods and what Cotten, ¢e. is produc’d,
 are Dayly ¢arry’d to the Datch at Curazo, and to the Dapear
- St.Thomas’s ; {o that in a {hort time we muft be beholding to our .
. Neighbours for the Growth of our own Colony, the Sale of our
- Woollen Manufaltories leflen’d, and Her Majefty’s Cuftoms,
- Abroad and at Home, loft. RN -

- Ninmbhly, This Article cannot be deny’d by all Men that fail
- that way, for many Foreignersand fome of our own Nation,
~ bave found it by woful Experience, That thefe Iflands ever were,
* and ever will be a Shelter for Pyrats, if left without good Govern-
% ment and fome Strength ; which Practice all Civil Nations in the
~ World abhor. - | 5 A
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s Tenthly, They are the moft healthful Iflands of all our Settle-
»ments ; and tho’ the Ground be very Rocky, it will produce what-~
“ever is put into it, the beft of Cotten in all the Indies, Dying-
- Woods, Sugar-Capes, Indico, and great Quantities of Salt made
& by the Sun out of the Sea, Tortoife-Shell, Oylof Whale, Seal
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 and Nurfe, érz. Spérmavati-Whale fometimes, Amber-Greéoe ofs
ten wah’d up on the Bays. e '

4”.7}; OR DS, o ' .. o
+ 1 have no finifter Bnds in laying this before Your Lordfhipss
- itis ther Zeal T'have for my own Nation,  Your Lordfhips Inte-
reft; and the Defive I ‘have to fee Providence Reviv'd : All may be
done with very little Difliculty, if Your Lordfhips pleafe to take *
it into Confideration and give a fpeedy Difpatch. “This that @y
humbly. Offer to Your Lordfhips, is not by Hear-fay, or by any .
Thing T gather from.other Men, but by T'wenty Years Experts
ence, living the major part of the Time in New-Providence, |
. My Lords, T have laid before Your Lordfhips, fome time {ince;
the Neceflity there is for Providence to be Settled with fpeed ; it
~ being fo much for the Nation’s Advantage, particularly for Trade.
which 1s the only Thing that Enrichesa Nation, and Imploys the
Poor; fothat their Cryes come not to the Ears of the Rich, for
Bread for theis Families. M ar— Tl
In purfuanceto carry on which T havefollicited fome Merchants,
and find fome willing to Adventureto fettle a Paltory tocarry on
the Spazifb "Y'rade, which is the moft profitable’ ’lzrade in the
known World , but they raife this Objetion, and Query how
- their Efietts {hall be fecur’d. -Idare not cty up the Strength not
good Conduct of your-Militia, nor fay much of the Fort, tho’it
is really a very good one, and might eafily be Repair’d ; T (hould
but have caus’d Laughter, all Perfons knowing how ofien it has
been Deltroy’d and<Sack’d by a handful of Men. |
My Lords, "I'he chiet Thing wanting to make a Settlement in -
carnelt, is Strength, a f{mall Man of War and a Garrifon, as
ithould be thought fir, with Provifionsand Warlike (tores; with-
out which 1t will be impoflible to fecure Men’s Eftates: And
who will be guilty of fo much Folly, to build or lay out °
any Mony 1n a Place fo often infulted over by their near Neighs
~ bours, who can comeat any Time in Twenty Fote Hours? ~
1 prefume to inforra Your Lord(hips, that the Colony is upder
- very ill Circum{tances in Timeof Peace, for.theWar igno fbonse
. cended, but the Weff-Indies always {warm with Pyrats ; and one
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large Ship, or two {m ones, fhall come and Plunder the Inhabi-
£ants when they pleafe : I-further affert, that one fmall Pyrat with -

Fifty Men that are acquainted with the Inhabitants (which too

many of them arc) fhall and will Ruin that Place, and be affi-
fed'by the loofe Inhabitants ; who hitherto have never been Pro-
fecuted to effect, for Aiding, Abetting, and Afflifting the faid Vil-
ains with Provifion, @ nor is it in any Man’s Power now to
o it, without being furnifh’d with Strength {ufficient to put the
caws in Execution: And I muft fay, .that your Governors hi-
fierto have wink’d much at {uch ill Practices for filthy Lucre. |
~ My Lords, 1 defire your Confideration how your Governors can
Subfift on the one feventh Part of Your Lordfhips Tenth, which
fometimes does not come to Thirty Pounds.per, Apnum. ; Your
lown Accounts can inform you toa Farthing, what your Gover-
nor’s juft Income is from Your Lordf(hips : He and his Family muft
ﬂge Subfiftence ; and to live like a Governor, I will aver, he
gannot under Four or Five Hundred Pounds. per Awpum, all
Provifions being as.follosws, ez Matson;~Veal, ‘Fork fale and
freftr; a2t Nine-pence per Pound; Beef from Nine-pence to Six-
pence ; Butter Eighteen-pence ; Milk Six-pence per Quart ; Eggs
T hree-half pence a-piece ; all other Provifions proportionable, Fifh
only excepted. WE S _
" May it pleafe Your Lordfbips, T hold my felf oblig’d, as hava
ing been many. Years a. Tenant to ¥Your Lordfhips, and Twen;y
Yecars a Dweller in Providense, to inform .Your Lordfhips, that
hz« qhe granting {uch Ifl_ands,' and othe-r_ Pl‘l\(ilﬁeges from the Te-
nants in general, to particular Perfons, 1s, and will be to the ut-

ter deftroying the Colony.  Anue-Ifland, call’d Hoz 1{land, to Ni-

holas Trom-for Fifty Pounds; for which land Siv William Phipps,
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‘deceas’d, offer’d One Thoufand Pounds for to be lay’d out to Fors .
\tify Providence, if they would grant hum a Patent for the faid
Ifland ; but it wasall along defign’d for a Common for the Town,
iand Enacted and Confirm’d by feveral Affemblies {oto bey and™
Wour Lordfhips never fignify’d your Diffent from it'as T know of.
“Now lately, anIfland call’d Exama, which has the great Salt=
ipond on'it;. to oneMuy. Henry Palmer, who was {et at work by the
faid Trore to purchaf€”ic, for theirjoint Intereft, = = =
. =" "SRl ht S Ve _
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Your Brazalet-Wood to the faid Palmer.

Your Whale-fifhing to another.

Fithing o Racks to another. |

Aflwhich is contrary to your firlt Condefcenfions with all the
People that came to Set down and Inhabit, as your Inftrutions
for this Eighteen Years, to my certain Knowledge, will make ap.,
pear ; and ever {ince the hrit Settlement were the fame, as I have -
been inform’d by theold Inhabitants : W hich faid Inftructionsto
“your Governors and Council, 1s, That all your Tenants wereto
“have, and ever had the foregoing Privileges entirely to themfelves
for their Encouragement, paying Your Lordfhips the One Tenth
Part, which they were always ready and willing to do; {othatit
1s my Opinion, Thatitisnot in Your Lordfhip’s Power to grant
thofe Privileges to any Stranger, nor, indeed, to any particular
T'enant, fo as to have Power to alter the firft Agreement.  Your
Lordihips Hardfhips to your poor Tenants went farther than all
this, for you difpos’d of all your Timber to the faid Pa/mer, {o that
no one conid. Gut.down a ‘T'ree in any Ifland to build a Houfe, or
any Veflel for Sea,without agreeing witli t1i€ fald Pa/msos g an |y ich,
betore this laft Three Years, every Inhabitant had Privilege to cat”
what Timber they pleas’d to Build or Work up, asking Leave ;
and' in all the Governments under the Crown it is the {fame.
Which has been a great Difcouragement and Hindrance to. the
well Peopling your Colony, - - ..~ - o

~With Submiffion to your Lordlhips, ‘we have now been near

T'wenty Yearsin War, and to my Knowledge, Your Lordfhips,
tho” often Solicitad -and: Requefted, never did {end us the leaft
Afhiftance exxher in-Arms,” Ammunition, or any Warlike Stores:
5o I multfay, your poor Tenants having been fo Difhearten’d, and
then Harra(s’d by ill Governors you have fent, ‘may be imputed
10 be the main Reafon that'Place has {0 'often {uffer’d by the com-
gnﬁn Enemy 5 andpow lately, three times; Plunder’d and lay’d in
Alhes. | e L) w52 -I.“:.‘*;'._n.'.'-":u _. ¥ IR LTEE: S AR
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