Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 15 June 2022

C390'

jtn Extratt of aletter of July 28, 1675. Lifte
York to the PMijher ; containing fome about
Damps, together with f>me Relations concerning
mited by Bx.c.
SIR,

T Shall Tranfcribe for you a Letter, | had very lately from Mr*
1 M "t Jwhich isas followeth:

As to vvhatconcerneth R Ifballgive you a
countof what is generally faid and believed. If you find any
thing worth a further enquiry, if you pleafe co fend your Que-
ries, | will endeavour to get the beft information Ican. There
are four forts common in thefe parts.

Thefirft is the OrdinarySort, of which I need not fa:
being known every where, the external figns of its approach
are the Candles burning orbicular, and the flames leftening by
degrees until it quite extinguish j the internal,fhortnefs of breathe
| never heard of any great inconvenience,which any one fuffer’d
by it, who efcapedfwooning. Thofe that fwoonaway, and ef-
cape an abfolute fuffocation, are at their firft recovery tormenttd
with violent Convulfions, the pain whereof* when they begin to
recover their fenfes, caufeth them to roar exceedingly* The or-
dinary remedy is to diga hole in the earth, and lay them on th(ir
bellies, with their mouths in it 3 if that fail, they tun them full of
good Ale; but if that fail,they eonclude them defperate. | have
known fome, who have been recovered after this manner (when
fomeof their Companions at the fame time have died) that told
me,they found themfelvcsvery well wvithin a little whileafcer the
had recovered their fenfes, and never after found them(elves tie
wbrfe for it*

They call the fecondTorc the Dampy becaufe, as
they fay, it fmells like Peafe-bloora. They tell me, it alwayes
comes in the Summer time, and thofe Groves are not free, whiclf
are never troubled with any other fort of Damps. | never
heard that it was mortal,the feent perhaps freeing them from the
danger of a furprife : But by reafon of it, many good Groves
lie idle at the beft and moft profitable time of the year, when the

fubterra*.
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‘fubterraneous waters are at the lowed. They fancy, it proceeds

from the multitude of Red Trifoil-jhmers, by them called
Htwey-fackles, which with the Limeftone Meadows in the
Peakedo much abound. Sr. W. Petty's duplicate proportion
+ Sec this Difcourfeof f might perhaps render this feent fenfible
this Subject, printed by at a great difiance, efpeciaily in a narrow

IVr. Martin1674. Cavern, butfcarcely intolerable, or as they
find it, malignant.

The third is the ftrangefl; and moft Pefrilential of any, ifall be
true which is faid concerning it. Thole who pretend to have
feen it (‘for it isviable) defcribe it thus * In the higheft part of
the roof of thofe paflages, which branch out from the main
Grove, they often feearound thing hanging, about the bignefs of
a Foot-ball, covered with a skin of the thicknefs and colour ofa
Cobweb : This, they fay, if by any accident, as the fplinter of
a Stone, or the like, it be broken, immediately difperfeth it felf3
and fuffoca?es ali the company. Therefore to prevent cafualties,
as fomas they haveefpied it, they fay, they have away5 by the
help ofa flick and a long roap of breaking it at adiffance; which
done, they purifie the place well by fire before they dare enter it
again* | dare not avouch the truth of this flory in all its circum-
flances, becaufe the proof of itfeems impofiible, fince they fay,
it kills all that are likely to bearwitnefs to all the particulars;
Neither dare Ideny, but fuch a thing may have been feen hanging
on the roof, fince | have heard many affirm it.  Perhaps the ge-
neral Tradition they haveamongfl them, hath made them aferibe
all flrangeand furprifing etfeds unto this caufe. They are not
without areafon for it, which is not altogether irrational, if the
matter of fad be true ; for they fay, the fleam which arifes from
their bodies and the candles, afeends unto the highefl part of the
Vaults and there condcnfeth, and in time hath a filme grows round
about it, and at length corrupting becomes peflilential; Thus
have] heard many of our underground Fhilofophers difeourfe.

The Lurth which they alfo call a Damp (although how pro-
perly, I will not now argue)is that vapour, which being touched
by their Candle prefently takes fire and givinga crack like a Gun
produceth the like efTeds, or rather thofe of Lightning. A Fel-
lov, they commonly call Dobby , isat this day a fad exam-
ple of the force of one of thofe blafls in having

his



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 15 June 2022

( 393)

his arms and legs broken, and his body ftrangly diftorted*
Capt. Wantold me, he fawone of them in a Bloomery near
Penifion. But | fliall fay no more of them, bccaufe | have
jiili now fuck an opportunity of informing my felf about this
matter, as | amnever like to have again aslongas | live. For
at  Winger[wathtwo miles beyond within this month
or five weeks, a Cole*pitof Sr. F, hath been Bred
f)ur times by this vapour, and hath hurt four feveral Men. |
will not fend you the particulars, becaufe | intend to fend you
them, when 1 can do it of mine own knowledge; alfo I re-
ceived a Relation of it from thofewho fpoke with fomeof the
wounded Men. | pray you furnifh me with upon this
Subjefl; for it being an accident common to all Countries,
although not very often happening inany one, | fhould be ve-
ry glad to make the beft improvement | coffld of my prefent
opportunity. —

— — | give you two other Relations, which feemtome
not common.

A Girle in Sheffield about eight months old was furprized
wich violent vomiting Fits , which held her for about a week,
and made her fo weak, that her Parents began to defpair of her
recovery. They at length fent for Mr. , Who chanced a-
mongft other things to fay, Worm-wood was good for the Sto-
mach. He going home to fetch things proper on that occafion,
they in the mean time offer’d her fome Wormwood-Ale , which
Hie took fo greedily, that fhe fwallowed down a pint of it.
Mr. Fijherat his return found her vomiting, and  'Vomited
up in his prefence three flof this bignefs and ft
{See Fig. 2.) all very a&ive and nimble. The Girle in a fhorc
time recovered, and w's well. Mr. Fifher in the afternoon
brought the Hexafod-esto me; we killedone of them with
ing Experiments upon it. | remeinbring, 1 had feen lonie very
like them, which devoured the skins of fuch Birdsas J ["ept
dried for Mr. Willoughby,l gave either of the lurviving

podes the head of a fhining At, which i
weeks time they eat up, bones, feathers and all, except the ex-
tremities of the feathers and the beaks. | defifin*tofee, what

F ff they



Downloaded from https://royal societypublishing.org/ on 15 June 2022

( 394)
they would turn into, gave them a piece of but that, it
fettns, agreed notfb well with them, for they died within two
tiaies.
i have often bcenpnzled to give an account of thofe

menx, which are commonly called Fairy Circles ; | have feen
many of them, andthofeof two forts, one fort of feven
or eight yards diameter, making a round path fomething more
than a foot broad , with green grafs in the middle; the others
like them, but of feveral bignttfes, and encompaffed with a
circumference of grafs, about the fame breadth, much
and greener than that in the middle. But my worthy Friend
Mr. % a Man not only eminent for his skill in
but in all other Accomplifhments, gave me full fatisfa&ion from
his own Experience. It was his chance one day , to walk out
amongft fome Maving-grafs (in which he had been but a little
while before,) after a great /form of Thunder and Lightning,
which Teemed by the noife and flafhes to have been very near
him. He prefemly obferved a round Circle, of about four or
five yards diameter, the rim whereof was about a foot broad,
newly burnt bare, asthe colour and brittlenefs of the Grafs-
roots did plainly teftifie. He knew not what to afcribe it unto
but the Lightning, which, bcddes the odd remarkable
in that Ere in particular , might without any wonder, like all
ether Fires, move round , and burn more in the extremities than
the middle.  After the Grafs was mowed, the next year it came
up more frefth and green in the place burnt, than in the middle,
and at mowing time was much taller and ranker. Thus far Mr.

JefiopsL etter; | fhall only add, that you will much oblige
him toafliff him with fome Queries about thefulminating Damp

+such spirits&’kh what convenient fpeedyou can. f
art hert (]
at already difpatchedamawith hopes, th

As to the vomiting of ftrange Worms, | give you a late in~
fiance not unlike that in this Letter :

ASonof Mr. B, living not far .off Rippon, about nine years
of age, in the month of February laft was airlifted with great
pain in his Stomach, and continual Vomitings. A Powder was
given, wherein was a fmall quantity of Mercurius dtilcti. He

there-
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thereupon vomited up feveral Grange Worms , two of which
were brought to me at York, the one dead, the other alive, and
which lived many daics after it came to my hands, and might
have lived longer, but that | put it into Spirit of Wine, to
preferve it in its true (tape. Thefe Worms were very Cater-
pillars with fourteen legs, Px fmall pointed, the eight
middle (lumps , and the two hind clafpers $ fomething more
than aninch long, and of the thicknefs of a Ducks-quill, thin
haired or rather naked, with brown and a black head.
The very fame for kind that | have many times feen on Plants,
and nodoubr, .thefe (as thofeothers) would in due time (if the
place had not hindered) havedrunk into and
changed into Moths.. As alfo thofe mentioned by Mr. Jeffop
would have changed to Beetles.

Sir,

Your  naihinfleServant,

Fff2 Seme



