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A Letter from Dr. Liſter of York , containing an aca

count of ſeveral curious Obſervations made by him about

Antiquities, &c.&
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N turning over my Papers, I found Notes of ſomething I

formerly writ to Mr. Oldenburg, and which Ibelieved

was loſt; it being ſent much about the time ofhisdeath :

They relate tocertain Antiquities, which have forought

I know , eſcaped the more curious Antiquaries of this andI

the laſt Age, when that Study was much more in credit :

But we ſhall treat of them here only in the relation they

may have to the advancement of Natural Philoſophy and

Arts.

1. Roman Urnes are found in verymany places throughout

the whole Kingdom; but the different workmanſhip of theſe

Veſſels, their compoſition, and places where they made them,

have been little that I know oftaken notice of by any. I have

obſerved what follows of theſe matters :

Here then are found at York , in the road or Roman-ſtreet

withoutMidſelgate ; and likewiſe by the River ſide, where the

Brick Kilns now are, Urnes ofthree different tempers. viz.

1. Of a bluiſh grey colour , having a great quantity of

courſe Sand wrought in with the Clay.

2. Others of the ſame colour, having either a very
fine

ſand mixt withit full ofMica, or Catſilver, or made of clay

naturally ſandy.

3. Red Urnes of fine Clay, with little orno Sand in it.Theſe

Pots are quitethroughout of a Red colour like fineBole. Alſo

many of thoſe red pots are elegantly adorned with Figures in
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Baſſo Relievo,and uſually the Workmans name, which I think

others havemiſtaken [ Burtons C. Ant. It.p. 183 , 230. ) for

the perſons. name buried. there upon the bottom or cover ;

as Januarius and ſuch like; butthatverynameI have ſeenup

on feveral red Pots , found both here and at Aldborough.

After all, theſe are glazed inſide and outſide with a kind of

Varniſh ofa bright Coralcolour.

The compoſition ofthe firſt ſort of Pots, didfirſt giveme

occaſion to diſcover the places where they weremade: The
one about the midway betwixt Wilber- forſe and Birnbie on

the More, Six miles from Tork in the Sand Hills, or riſing

grounds, where now the Warren is . The other Roman Por

tery on the Sand-Hillsat Santor , notfaroff Brigg in Lincolnſhire.

Inthefirft placeI have foundwidelyup anddown broken
ces of Urnes, Slagg, and, Cinders," At thelatter place there

are yet remaining,(thoughit is a moveableSand, andhurried

every wayby theWind , and has by that means covered thę

place all over ) ſome of the very Furnaces ,whoſe ruins I

taketobe ſome of thoſe metæ or ſandy Hillocks, Beſides here

are many piecesofPots andUrnsofdifferent ſhapes, andmuch

Slagg and Cinders ; This Potterie having taken up much

Ground, as to one that ſhall diligently view theplace, it will

appear. 'Tis remarkable, that both theabovementioned Pot

teries arewithinleſs than a mileof the Roman Road , or Milita,

ry-high-way. Nothing isremembred in either of thoſe places,

ofany Pottery that was knownin thoſe parts, nor indeed could

I learn where any good clay for that purpoſewas to be had

near thoſe Sands: which yetour modernPotteries chiefly, ſeek

after, which has made them to be forgotten anddiſuſed ; The

materials ofourmodernPots being much altered, and conſe

quently the places.

TheRoman Urns abovedeſcribed differ in theſe particulars,

from whatPots are now uſually madeamongſt us. ( 1 ) That

they are without all manner of glazing with lead, which per

haps is a . Modern invention, ( 2. ) That: a far greater quanti

ty of Sand is uſed than clay , which thing alonemade it worth

their while, to bring their clay to the Sand- Hills. ( 3 ) That
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theywere baked'either withmore leiſure after 'Yong and
throughdrying, or inclofed within certain Coffins to defend

them from the immoderate contactofthe Flamtes : Which I am

induced tobelieve, becaufetherefeemto be frağments of ſuci

things tobe found. 'Tis certain the natural colour of theClay

is notaltered by burning : Sothat both the'degrees of heatand

manner of burning might bedifferent. And one oftheſe Pot

Therds as Ihave heard,bakedover again in our Ovens, willbe

come red. As to the two faſt kind of Urns, it is likely the firſt

of them with their particles of Mica in it, were made of a

fandy blue Clay, of whichnature there is good plenty among

the Weſtern Mountains of Yorkſhire, andparticularly at Carle

ton, not far off Ickley à Román ſtation. The redUrns fee to

have beentheir Maſter-piece, wherein they ſheived the great

eft Art, and feemed to glory moſt, and to 'eternize their names

on them . I have ſeen great varieties of Emboſſed work on

them. And laſtly for the elegantmannerof glazing , it is far

pearer indeed, and more durable than ourmodern way of

Leading, which is a ptro crack and crafe, bothwith wet and

heat: and atthe fire is certainly unwholfome, by reaſon of the

fumes Lead uſually emits, being a quick vaporable Metal.

Thisancient glazing ſeems to have beendone by theBruſh,
or dipping ; forboth inſide as well as outſide of the Urn

are glazed , and that before the Baking. And ſomething

of the Materials of it ſeems to be remembred by Pliny,

Lib. 36. C. 19 . Fietilia es bitumine Infiripta non delentur.

The Painting of Pots with bitumen is indelible, Andagain,

Tingi folidis ex bitumiñe Statnäs, lib. 35.6. 15. The bitumen

he fayes ſinks into the very Stones and Pots, which is ſome

thing niore than glazing.

Thegreat plenty of thefe Urns found inmany parts of Eng

land, seems to argue them alſo ofEngliſh Manufacture, but

wirere I cannot gueſs, unleſs wrought at the Bole Mines, of

which Clay alonethey ſeem to be made in Cleveland,for that the

barren traât ofLand called Blackmoor was wellknown to the

Romans, the Jet Rings taken up with theſe Urns doth

füfficiently teſtifie. Now Jet and Bole are no where that I
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know of to befound with us in England but in that Tract ; be

ing Foſſils peculiar to thoſe Mountains. Of theſe Jet Rings

fome are plain, and others wrought, but all of them of an

cxtraordinary bigneſs, being at leaſt three Inches diameter,

and yet the inward bore is notabovean inch and an half, which

makesthem too little for the Wrilts of any Man, as they are

much too big for the Fingers, ſo that probably they were never

worneitheras Armilla or Aruli. One of each fort I have by me,

which I carefully redeemed of the Workman, beſidesmany

others which were broken, found about a ſort ofUrns in York

fields. And ſince we are upon the ſubject of Plaſticks, or

the Roman Clay-work , we cannot but take notice of the

opinion of Cambden; Who will have the Obelisks at Burrow

Briggsinthis County Artificial, when in truth they are nothing

leſs , being made ofone of the moſt common ſort of Stone,

viz. of a courſe Rag, or Milftone- grit ; but without doubt,

the bigneſs of the Stone ſurprized him , either not thinking

them portable, or perhaps not any Engliſh rock , fit to yield

natural Stones ofthat magnitude : But Roman Monuments I

ſuppoſe none does doubt them, becauſe I pitched here by

a very remarkable and known Roman ſtation , Ifuri

And then conſider what trifles theſe are, compared with the

leaſt obelisksat Rome. And as tothe Rocks whence they might

be hewn , there are many of that Stone near the River Nid

and upon the Foreſt of Scarsbourg ; and a little above Ickly, ( a,

nother Romanſtation ) within fixteen miles ofBurrow -Briggs

there is one ſolid Bed ofthis very Stone, whoſe perpendicular

depth only will yield obelisks, at leaſt thirty foot long. And

yet at Rudſtone near Burlington in the Yorkſhire Woods, full

forty mileswide oftheſe Quarries is an obeliskof the very fame

Stone , ſhape and magnitude of theſe before mentioned.

But wecannot let this palswithoutnoting, That almoſt all the

Monuments ofthe Romans with us were of this ſort of Stone ;

Asthe ancient walls of this City , as appears by what re.
,

mains of the ancient Gates , and the great quantities of it

that is wrought up in moſt of the Churches, and is ſtill

1871 .
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daily dug out ofFoundations : But a moſt unde niable inſtance

is, a vaff Roman head,perhaps ofſome of theEmperors,upon

aneck or ſquare pedeſtal of oneſolid Stone, withthe point of

the ſquare to the eye, of as courſe a grit as that of the

Obelisks above mentioned. This Stone is now in Mr. Hilliars

Garden , and was dugg out of the Foundations of ſome

Houſes thereabouts. The only remaining Inſcription that

I could find at Burrow -briggs, yet imperfect as well asodde,

is upon
this ſort of Stone in the Street Wall ofSir William

Taukers Houſe.
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Alſo two Roman Altars I have ſeen of this Stone ; one

the original of that at Ickley mentioned in Cambden ; Ano

ther in the poſſeſſion of that ingenious Antiquary Mr. Thirsa :

by late of Leeds.

And this I think ſufficient to diſprove that miſtake

of Cambden , That the Stones at Burrow -briggs are arti

ficial. There is but one only inſtance that I'ever yet

met with of the Romans ever having uſed in theſe parts

of England any other ſort of Stone ; yet is not the com

mon lime-ſtone, but a certain Stone had from the Quar

ries about Malton , becauſe ofthe Lapides Fudaici, bymefor

merly deſcribed tobe ſeen in the texture of it. It is a ſmall

but elegant Altar with Figures in Baſſo Relievo, of Sa

crificing inſtruments , & c. It has ſuffered an unlucky acc
cident
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cident by the ftupid ignorance of the Malons, who

were ordered by the late Lòrd Fairfax to placeit'up
on à Pedeſtal in the Court of this Houſe at YORK .

Yet the Infcription which they had miferably đefaced ,

was by cliance preferved.
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