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A Letter from Dr. Lifter of Yorx , containing an acs

count of [everal curious Obfervations made by bim about

Antiquities, &c. R
s I R"

formerly writ to Mr. Oldesburg, and which Ibelieved
was loft ; it being fent much about the time of hisdeath :
They relate to certain Antiquities, which have for ought
I know, efcaped the more curious Antiquaries of this and
the laft Age, when that Study was much more in credit:
But we fhall treat of themhere only in the relation they
ﬂy have to the advancement of Natural Philofophy and
5.

1. Roman Urnes are found in very many places throughout

IN turnitig over my Papers, Ifound Notes of fomething I

the whole Kingdom ; but the different workmanthip of thefe.
Veflels, their compofition, and places where they made thém,
have been little that I know of taken notice of by any. Ihave

obferved what follows of thefe matters:

Here then are found at York, inthe road or Roman-freet
without Midfelgate; and likewife by the River fide, wherethe
Brick Kilns now are, Urnes of three different tempers. viz.

1. Of a bluifh grey colour , having a great quantity of
courfe Sand wrou ﬁin with the Clay. : -

2. Others of the fame colour, having either a very fine
fand mixe with-it full of Mica, or Catfilver, or made of clay
naturally fandy. o - :

3. Red Urnesof fine Cla¥, with little or no Sand in it. Thefe
Potsare quite throughout of a Red colour like fine Bole. Alfo
many ofthofe red pots are elegantly adorned with Figure; 1{:_1
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Baffo Relievo,and ufually the Workmans name, which I think
others have miftaken [ Burtons C. Ant. It. p. 183, 230.] for
the perfons. name. buried- there upon the bottom or cover ;
as Fanuariusand fuch like; but'that very nameI have feen uji)-
on feveral red Pots, found both here and at ™ Aldborough.
After all, thefe are glazed infide and outfide with a kind of
Varnifh ofiabright Corakcolour, ' |
The, coxqj;oﬁuon of the. fig fort of Pots, did: firft: give. me
occafion todifcover the places where they, were made : The
one about the midway betwixt Wilber-foffe and Barnbie on
the Aore, Six miles from York in the Sand-Hills, or rifing
groundsl,] wheae non' the Warren is.fﬁ Tl&e other Roman ;ot'-‘
ry onthe Sand-Hillsat Sunton, notfaroff Briggin, Lincolnfbire.
ﬁ{h?qﬁ ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁl haye fou.ntf*,._widclyupﬁndﬁfgm broken pie-
ces of. l.S.'rp,es,, Slagg, and, Cinders,” At the latter place, there
 are yet remaining, - ‘f.’hos!g!.x,lti;.azmpv able *and, and, hyrried
cvery way by the Wind , and has by that means. covered, the
place alt over) fome’ of the very Fyrnaces, whofe ruins I
take tobe fome of thofe mere of fandy Hillocks, Belides here
are mdny pieces of Potsand Urns of different fhapes, ‘and much
Slagg “and Cinders ; “This Potterie having taken up much
‘Groynd, as to one that fhall djligeptly view the place, it will
appedr. "Tjs remarkable, thacbosh the above mentioned] Pos-
- teriesare.withinlefs than 2 mjle of the Romag Rod; or Miliey.
7y-high-way. Nothing is remermbred 1n either of, thofe places,
of any Pottery that was known in thofe parts, norindeed could,

Llearn where any good -clay for.that purpofe was to be had.

near thofe Sands : “which yer our modern Potterics chiefly feek
after, which has madethem to be forgotten apd difufed ; The

materials of our modern Pots being much altered,, and. confe-.

quently the places. = ~

"The Roman Urns above defcribed differ in thefe particulars,
from.what Pats are now.uftally made amongft s, (1) That
they are without all manner of glazing with lead, which per-

their while, to bring their ¢lay tq.the Sand-Hills, (3 ). Thag,

they

dps is a.Mqdern invention, (2.) Thatafar grearer quanti-
%,}c?)f Sand is ufed than c.laiy,’ whicitthing alone made. it,qwbrth :
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they were baked ‘eitlfer with fiore leifuire after 1dtig A
- thtatiph'deyip, or inclofed Within ¢etain 'Coffiris T defent
thedt from thi€ idioderate contact ofthie Flames - Which1am °
indiced to believe, 'becaufethereféein to Be, frafmelits ‘of fiuck
 thifigs robe found. *Tis'certdin thie matural coldur of the Clay
i for Altered by birning : Sq thae boththe'degrees of heacand
frianer of burning ‘Might be/different.  And ‘orie of thiele Pot-
fherds 4s T hage l‘ljeaid,{‘ha'kéﬂ‘ove% gainin ‘our Overs, Will be-
comered. As to tetwo Bit kind of Urns, it is likely 'the i
of them wWith their particles 'of Mick in it, ‘were made of4
ﬁnd{y)vbl‘tﬁé Clay, of whichnitute there is good plenty amang -
the Weftern Mountainsof Ybr;,f{bk?e, and particularly at Carie-
ton, not'far off Ickleys Riin fHatidn. The'red Urns feem td
have been ‘their Mafter-piece, wherein they fHewied the great-
eft Art, and feeiried to glory moft, and to eternize their natmes
onthem. 1 Have feen great Varictics of Embofled work on
thein. And haitly for thie efeghnt manner of gfazing, it is far
‘geére&' iideed, 4nd more durible than ‘our mcdern way of

eadinig, \Wwhichisapttdcrack andcrdfe, Both with Wwet and
heat : and at'the fire is'certainly Uinwholfome, by reafon of the
fumes Lead ufually emits, being a quick Vaporable Metal.
This. ancient glazing feems to have beendone by the Brufh,
ot di{)gin&; ‘o both infide 45 Well As dutfide of , the Urn
art glazed, and dhat Befove thfe Baking, And [Bmethin
of the Materials of it feemis 0 be remembred by Pli}x),
Lsb. 36. C. vQ. . Fittilia ‘ex bitum:ne 1nfiripta now. delentur.
The Painting ‘of Pots withbitumien is ifidelible, Andagain,
Tingi folidas ex bisumine Statiisy Lib. 3%.¢. ¥5. The bitumen
he fayes finks into the very Steffes and Pots, ‘whichis fome-
thing nlore than glazing, o ‘ o
; T%’)e great plenty of thefe Urtis Youid in ihany parts of Exng-
l2nd, feems to argue them alfo ofEﬁgl:]lv Manufalture, but
where 1 cannot gucls, unfe§ wrought at the Bole Mines, ‘of
which'Clay alotie they feem to be made in Cleveland,for that the
Yarreh trid& of Lirid"caltedl Blickmoor wis wellknown tothe
Rumins ;  the Jet Rings taken tp with thefe Urns doth
fiifficichely teftific. Now Jet and Bdle are no wherethat]
' Na g know




know of to be-found with us in England butinthat Tra&t ; be-
ing Foffils peculiar tothofe Mountains. Of thefe Jet Rings
fome are plain, and others wrought, but allof them of an
extraordinary bignefs, béing at leaft three Inches diameter,
and yet the inward bore is notabove an inchand an half, which -
makes them too little for the Wrilts of ang Man, as they are
much too big for the Fingers, {othat probably they were never
worncither as drm:lle or Asuli. Oneofeachfort I have by me,
whichI carefully redeemed of the Workman, befides many
others which were broken, found about a fort of Urns in Tork
fields.  And fince we are upon the fubjet of Plafticks, or
the Roman Clay-work, we cannot but take notice of the
opinionof Cambden; Who willhave the Obelisks at Burrow-
‘Briggs in this County Artificial, whenintruth they are nothing
lefs, being made of one of the moft common fort of Stone,
viz. of acourfe Rag, orMilftone-grit; but without doubt,
.the bignefs of the Stone furprized him, either not thinkins
them Fortable, or perhaps not any Esglifbrock, fitto yield
.natural Stones of that magnitude: But Roman Monuments I
. fuppofe none does doubt them, becaufe | pitched here by
a very remarkable and known Roman ftation , Ifiri-
um.

And then confider what trifles thefe are, compared with the
leaft obelisks at Rome. And as to the Rocks whence they mighe
be hewn, there are many of that Stone near the River Nid
and upon the Foreft of Scarsbourg ; anda littleabove Ickly, (a,
nother Roman ftation ) within fixteenmiles of Burrow-Briges
there is one folid Bed of this very Stone, whofe perpendicular
depth only willyield obelisks, atleaft thirty foot long. And
yet at Rudffome near Burlington in the Yorkbire Woods, full
forty miles wide of thefe Quarries is'an obelisk of the very fame
Stone , fhape and magpnitude of thefe before mentioned.
But we cannot let this pafs without noting, That almoft all the
Monuments of the Romans with us were of this fort of Stone ;-
As. the ancient walls of this City, "as appears by what re.
mains of the ancient Gates, and the great quantities of it
that is wrought up in moft of the Churches, and is di’tiilll;
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daily dug out of Foundations : But a moft unde niable inftance
is, avaft Romashead, perhaps of fome ofthe Emperors, upon
a neck or {quare pedeftal of one folid Stone, withthe point of
the fquaré to the eye, of as courfe a grit as that of the
Obelisks above mentioned. This Stone is now in Mr. Hilliars
Garden, and was dugg out of the Foundations of {fome
Houfes thereabouts.  The only remaining Infcription that
1 could find at Burrow-briggs, yet imperfe& as well as odde,
is upon this fort of Stone in the Street Wall of Sir William
Taukers Houfe. '
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Alfo two RomanAltars 1 have feen of this Stone; one
the original of that at Ickley mentioned in Camsbden; . Ano-
ther in the poffeffion of that ingenious Antiquary Mr. Tbirs- -
bylate of Leeds. . ‘

And this I think fufficient to difprove that miftake
- of Cambden, That the Stones at Burrow-briggs are arti-
ficial. There is but one only inftance that I'ever. yet
met with of the Romans ever having: ufed in thefe parts
of England any other Tort of Stone ; yet is not the .com-
mon ﬁm&{’tone , but a certain Stone had from the Quar-
ties about Malton , becaufe ofthe Lapides Fxdaici, by me for- -
merly defcribed to be feenin the textureofit. It is a fmall
but elegant Altar with Figlres in Bafo Relievo, of Sa-
crificing inftruments, ¢ It has fuffered an unluckydac-*‘

- - cident
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cident by ‘the ftupid ighorance of ‘the Mafohsy WHo
\vere ‘ordered by the lite Lord Fairfak 9 Pplagg 1 'up-
oh a Pedeftal in the Court ‘of ‘his Heufe 8t TORK,

Yet the Mrifcriprion which they had ‘miferably defaced,
was by chance preferved. - - :
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