
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.ca/books?id=ZxzEpnnR2AsC


THE
4

HISTORY

Ancient and Modern,

OF THЕ

SHERIFFDOMS

OF

Linlithgow and Stirling

In which there is an Account of

The Royal Seats and Castles; And ofthe Royal Burghs andthePorts;

And of the Religious Houſes and Hoſpitals; And of the moſt

Remarkabie Houſes oftheNobility and Gentry.

With anAccount of 1

The Natural Products ofthe Land and Water

Intwo Books

The first Book Treateth of the Shire of Linlith

gow; the Second of Stirling-ſhire.

By Sir ROBERT SIBBALD, Doctor ofMedicine

Quas Aer Volucres,prefert, quos Flumina Pisces

Et qua, Genuniis, Munera Terra dedit.

EDINBURGH:

Printed by Mr.ANDREW STMSON, for the Author, M. DCCX



ni

e

b

yi.

nt

be

5k

el

ic

:

Jos:Bankr

:



1

The firſt Book containing the

HISTORY

Ancient and Modern,

OF THЕ

SHERIFFDOME

OF

Linlithgow;

In which there is an ACCOUNT of

The Royal Seats andCastles ; and ofthe Royal Burghs and ofthe

Seats of the Knights of St. John, and of theGentle-men of

North Britain, who were Preceptors of that Order, and ofthe

moſt remarkable Houſes of the Nobility and Gentric in this
Shire.

Withan Account of

The Natural Products of the Land and Water:

-

By Sir ROBERT SIBBALD, Doctor ofMedicine,

Quas Aer Volucres profert, quos Flumina Pisces;
Et qua, Genuniis, Munera Terra dedit.
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To the Right Honourable

CHARLES HOPE

Earl of Hopetoun , Sheriff

Principal of

LINLITHGOW SHIRE

My Lord

Yourable officeOur Honourable Office ofSheriff-Principal

of Linlithgow Shire, and the Friendship,

your worthie Father, during his life, ho-

noured me with, oblidge me in dueGratitude to

dedicat to you, the Hiſtory and Deſcription of

this Shire. That you andyours may long fiou-
riſh is the Wish of

My Lord

Your Lordſhips moſthumble Servant

Robert Sibbald.

1



b

vi1

1L

t

e

2.

:

du

"

JIN

L



A

LIST
OF

The Principal Heritors of

the Shire of

LINLITHGOW

HAMILTONDukeof
HA-

MILTON. Lord of the

Regality of Borrowſtoneſs. His

Seat is Kinniel.

JOHNSTON Marqueſs of

ANANDALE. his Seat

is Craigieball,

LIVINGSTON Earl of

Linlithgow and Calander, He-

ritable keeper of the Royal

Palace of Linlithgow. Con-

ſtable of Blackness. Bailie of
theRoyalBailerie in this Shire.

and Lord of the Regality of

Bridgbouſe and Ogleface. His

Seat is the Caſtle of Bridg-

bouse.

RAMSAT Earl ofDalhousie, his
Seat Carridden.

ERSKIN Earl of Buchan , his
Seat Kirkbill.

HAMILTONEarl ofRutherglen,
His Seat Elheſton.

HOPEEarl ofHopetoun, Sheriff

houſe , Niddrie Castle and

Meidop.

DALRYMPLEEarl of Stairs,his

Seat Newlifton.

PRIMROSEEarl of Roseberrie

his Seats Dalmenie and Barn-

bougle.

SANDILANDS Lord Torphichen

&St John,his Scat Torpbichen.

Dundass ofthat Ilk,his Seat Dun

dafs.

Cornwall of Bonhard, his Seat

Bonbard.

James Hamilton of Westport, his
SeatsWestport and Bellfide.

Sir Thomas Dalziel, his Seat
Binns.

Sir James Livingston of Bed-
lormie,his Seats Bedlormie and

Mortoun.

principalofthe Shire of Lin- Sir James Cuningham, his Seat
lithgow. His Seats Hopetoun

Livingston,
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Dundass of Philpstoun, Sheriff
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Sir Robert Sibbald , his Seat
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Norvall ofBoghall, his SeatBog.
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James Crawfurd , his Seat

Lochcote.

Stuart of the Halls.

Gillan of Wallhouse,his SeatsWall.

boufeandHilderſton.

Hamilton of Bangour, his Seat
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Hay of Carribher, his Seat Car
ribber.

Dickson of Westbinnie, his Seat

Weftbinny.

Seton of Huntly.

Young of Killiecanty, his Seat

Killiecanty.

Mr. Patrick Trent , his Seat

Bromepark.
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Robert Stuart Advocate, ofEaft
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Cochran, SheriffofBathgat ,his

SeatsBathgat-Hall and Bar-

bachlay.

Hamilton of Boncrief,his Seat

Boncrief.

Hamilton of Dechmond, his Seat
Deshmond.

Aucoinleck of Woodcockdale, his
Seat Woodcockdale.

Jobn Mongomerie, Secretarie de-
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AlexanderMonteith ofAuldcatbie,
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The First Book

Gennuma Occidentalis,

OR

The History and Description of

Linlithgow-Shire.

Chap. Concerningthe Ancient Extent of this Shire

I
Tis in Latter times that ourCountreywasdivided into fo many

ſmall Parcells, and ſo many Districts, and ſo many dilinct

Counties, as it is now; In Ancient times the Diviſion of the

Countrey took not its ariſe from the Jurisdiction, but from the Nature

and Quality ofthe Countrey.Andtherefore through all this North part

of Britain, the General Diviſion was into Scotobrigantes and Scottedè-

ni,Highlanders andBrae-men,whoInhabited the Mountains&theHills;

and Lowlanders,who lived inthe Vallies andLower Grounds, which

lye upon the fides of Waters or the Sea-Coaft: and even this Trat,

was after that manner named for the Mountainous part was calledPen-

land, which theVulgar calls Pentland, ( it is a Monkiſh Fable that

it was ſo called, from the Picts) and the Firth that runneth betwixt

Cathness and Orkney is alſo called to thisday, Pentland Firth, from the

ChainofHighHills it runsby. The lowerpart ofthis Countrey was

Anciently called Gennunia, a Low andhollow Countrey lying to the

North ofthe Hills, andbetwixt them and the Sea;and did take inall

the three Lothians, and Stirling-Shire: and in latter times the Shire,

tho it had not fo great an Extent as the former was, yet had much

more than it hasnow. For I find inthe Mss. Taxationes Ecclefiarum in

Epifcopatus St. Andreæ&Decanatu deLinlithgow Anno 11 Regni Re

gisVillielmi.

1

Therewere in the Decanatus de Linlithgow, theſe Churches ;

EcclefiadeStrevelvne

dePenicooke

de Pentland

de Leffenwade

de Malevil

deWymet

A2

را

deDodingstone

St. Ægidii de Edinburgh

St. Cuthberti fub Caftro

deGogy

1

۱
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EcclefiadeGogyr

de Hailes

deRaceb

deKeldelech

de Slamanyn

deDanpas

de Lechber

de Kaledoun Com.

de Livingston

de Lathket

de Dumanyn de Kirkton

de Nereton de Liſton deErth

deKaledoun cleir de Karedyn

de binning de Kynell

de Luckkenney

de Aldcathyn

de Strathbrock de Linlithgow

deEglifmanubyn de varia Capella

:

And a later account ofthe Decanatus Linlithgow from Mr. Martyn's

Reliquia St. Andrea, tho' it hath not ſomany Churches, yet has it
theſe which follow.

Vicaria de Striveling

Rectoria de Slamana

Vicariade Falkirk

Rectoria de Strabock .

de Infhmauchan

Rectoria de Calder Com.

de Ki knewtown

Præpofitura ce Corſtorpoin

Rectoria de Gogar.
1

Vicaria Sti. Cuthberti

Rectoria de Pentland

de Pennycook

deLafwade

deMalvill

de Reftalrig

-

Præpofitura Sti. Ægidii deEdinburgh...

Stæ Trinitatis.

And not only the Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdiction made this Shire of

larger Extent, but even the Civil Jurisdiction likewiſe: for our moſt

expert Antiquarie, Sir James Dalrymple Knight Baronet, in his Collec-

tions concerning the Scotish Hiftorie, Page 425, tells us, that he has

feen a Charter of James Earl ofLinlithgow and Callender, granted by

King William to the Nuns ofManuell, ofthe Tiends, in Vice Comitatu

Liludgu ; ( that is of Limitogow ) Nowthis Monasterie ofNuns called

Manuel, is in theBaronie of Almond in Stirling-shire, upon the Brink

of Almondwater. It appears therefore that in King William's time, that

this Sheriffdome of Linlithgow, did comprehend, ifnot all,at least part

ofthat which is now calledStirling-Shire.

Chap. ad

1

Concerning the Names ofthis Shire, Ancient and Modern.

N Ancient times there were but few Towns in the North part of

In ancienttimesthe rates used by the RomanWritter fignifies
Tribes and Clans of People, and not Cities : for theAncient Poflef-

fors of this part oftheCountrey, were theſe who in the Hiſtories were

named South-Pitts, and were of a German Extract, and obſerved the

Cuſtoms and way of living ofthe Germans, theirAnceſtours.-

Tacitus in his Book de Germania tell's us Cap 16 " Nullas Germa-

"norum Populis urbes habitari fatis notum eft, ne pati quidem inter ſe

"junctas ledes. Colunt difcreti ac diverfi, ut Fons,ut Campus, utNemus

"placuit. Vicos locant, nonin noftrum morem, connexis &cohærenti-

" bus ædificius : fuam quiſque domum fpatio circumdat, five adverſus

"cafus ignis remedium, five inſcitia ædificandi. Ne cementorum qui-
dem
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"dem apud illos aut tegularumufus, materia ad omnia utuntur infor-

"mi,&citra ſpeciem autdelectationem. That is; It is well known that

the Germans do not dwell in Cities, nor do they ſo much as ſuffer

Houſes tobe joined together. Theyplant themſelves ſeparatly and at

diſtance from other, as they are pleaſed with a Fountain running

near them, with an open Field, oraWood,& place their Villages notas

wedowith connex'dand contiguous buildings: everyone leaves afpace

abouthis Houſe, either asà remedy against any accident, of Fire, or

from their unſkilfullneſs in building. They uſe no Mortar, nor Sclates

orTiles, for covering their Houſes, but any Matter unformedand not

poliſhed, haveing no regard to Ornamentordelight.

Thus there being no Towns, and the Civitates mentioned inthe

Writters denoting the Tribes andClans and People,whodid in theſe

Ancient times poffeſs the Tracts ofLand, theſe Districts were named

from theſe who did dwell in this Countrey lying alongſt the Coast of

Forth (into which Agricola firſt made his defcent with his Forces )

They are calledby Tacitus, byGeneral Names, NoveGentes and

Brigantes, andHoresti; andby Seneca they are called Scoto-Brigantes

andby Ptolemie,Scottedeni; andby Dio, Meata; andbyPaufanias,Ge

nunii: which laſt Mr. DavidBuchanan in his Mss Notes interpreteth

to be a Countrey lying low betwixt the Mountains and the Firth of

Forth, from γεννοr, which Hefychius in his Lexicon ſay's is κοιλον

that is, Hollow: and this Low and Hol o fituation, as itgave the

name ofGenunii to theſe People, ſo the like fituation abroad gave the

Name ofGenua to the famous Metropolitan CityofLiguria, and ofGe-

neva to that Common Wealth, at the foot oftheAlps uponthe Lemane

Lake.

/

This countrey long after this got the Name of Lothian, theMonks

write it was fo called from Lothus aKing ofthe Pitts, but Mr David

Buchanan, is ofthe Opinion that as the Mountainous and Hilly part of

itwas named Pentand, (which the Vulgar call Pentland) from the

Natureand Quality ofthe district; ſo the lower part which lyeth to-

ward the Sea, gave Name to the whole, from the Water of Leith,

which runs throughmuch ofthe middle part of it, and at theTownof

Leith runs into the Firth.

Because oftheJurisdictions, it came in latertimes tobe divided into

three Diſtricts ; viz. the Conftabularie ofHadintoun, which containethi

all East- Lothian: the Sheriffdome ofEdinburgh, which takes in allMid

thian: and the Sheriffdom of Linlithgow, which formerlydid compre-

hend Stirlingſhire likewife, but now containeth only West- Lothian.

Stirlingfbire takes in theCountrey to the West ofAvon Water ,and up-

on theNorth it is limited bythe Firth and River of Forth, and to-

wards the Weft, it reacheth to the Marches ofDumbarton-ſhire.

L

:
Chap 3d

Concerning the State ofthis Traft in the time the Romans were in it.

1

THatthis Tract ofLand above mentioned, was that whichAgricola

firſt made aDefcent into, appears from what Tacitus layes in
; B

the

34th

1



6 The Hiſtory and Deſcription Book 1.

r

24thBookofthe account ofAgricola's Life. "Quinto expeditionum an-

"no nave prima tranfgreffus;ignotas ad idtempus Gentes, crebris fimul

"ac profperis præliis domuit, eamquepartem Britannia quæ Hiberniam

"adſpicit copiis inftruxit. That is,In the fifth yearofhis Expeditions,

haveing paſsed inthe firſt Ship himself, he ſubduedwith frequent and

profperous conflicts, Nations before that time, not known to theRo-

man Armies, and furnished with Forces and Proviſions that part of
Britain, which looketh to Ireland.

From whichit is clear, that the third expedition was inthis Coun-

trey, which lyeth upon the Firth and River ofForth, he firſt made

hisDeſcents from his Ships here, and there was a neceffity for him fo

todo, becauſe atthat time the Countrey was unpaſſible for hisArmie,

becauſe of the many Woods and Fens and Mariſhes in it,&the Scoto-

brigantes or Brae men poſleſsedtheHills, and were notattacked by him

as yet. And this is clear from what Tacitus makes Galgacus complaine

of in the 31 Chap: that " Corpora ipfa ac Manus, Silvis ac paludibus

" emuniendis, verbera inter ac contumelias conterunt. That is, Our

Bodies and Hands they wear and conſume with the hard Labour of

paveing ofways through Woods andBogs.

Thus anymay fee that this account of Agricola's Life is not fo

much an Hiftorie, as it is anEloge ofAgricola's actions, during his

Life.

Chap 4

Anaccount oftheWars ofAgricola in this part ofNorth-Britain.

THatwemaygive an accounttherefore oftheExpeditions ofA-
gricola in this Countrie, we must turn back to the20thand 21st

Chapters of this Book,where after Tacitus has inthe 19 Chaptergiven

Agricola all thegood Qualities neceſſarie to aGovernour andGeneral,

in theſe words. "Animorum Provinciæ prudens fimulquedoctus, per a-

" liena experimenta, parum profici Arm s, fi injuriæ fequerentur; cau-

" ſas bellorum (which he reberſeth there ) ſtatuit exfcindere. Henar-

rateth how Agricola managed the War, what hedid in the Summer,

and what hedid in the Winter.

HisActions ir Summer were,"UbiEſtas advenit,contracto exerci

"tu, militum 115mine laudaremodeftiam,disjectos coercere: loca caftris

"ipfe capere, æftuaria ac Silvas ipfe prætentare:& nihil interim apud

"hoſtes quietum pati,quo minus fubitis excurfibus popularetur. That

is,Hedrew his Armytogether, commandedthoſe that marched orderly,

but checktthe Stragiers, he choſe the places for encamping, and inper-

ſon tryed the Bogs and Woods; hegave in themeantime, theEnemy

no reſt, being never free from Incurſions, andRavage. This he did in

this thira Expedition, whenhelanded firſt inthisCountrey, andthat

he did no more. Tacitus theweth inthe 23dChapter; for "Quarta

"æſtas obtinendis quæ percurrerat infumpta. ThatisThe fourth Sum-

mer was passed in the ſecureingwhat he hadacquired.

Thus Chap. 20 "Atque ubi fatis terruerat parcendo rurfus irrita

"menta pacis oftentare. Quibus rebus multæ Civitates, quæ in illum

"diem ex equo egerant, datis obſidibus irampoſuere &præfidiis ca-

ſtellis

Σ

!
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" ſtelliſque circumdatæ, tanta ratione curaque ut nulla ante Britannia

"novapars inlaceſſita tranfierit. That is,Whenhe thought hehad terri-

fiedthem enough, thenholding his hand,he forbore Acts ofHoftility,
andby thistreatment allured them to accept the offers of Peace he

proferedtothem. Theſe methods ofproceeding, had this effect with ſe-

verall Tribes andClans (in this thirdExpedition calledNovagentes)

whichtillthat time, had stood upon equalterms with him; that they

laying afide theirAnimoſity, Voluntarly fubmitted, giveing Hoſtages,

and thenthey were Invironed withGarriſons and Forts, he placeda-

mongst them; which was donewith ſo much care and Judgement,
that no part before ofthe Romannew conqueſt in Britain, was free

fromthe frequent inſults ofthe Enemy.

Ofthe Winter preceeding his firſt Expedition into thisCountrey

Tacitusgives thisaccount, Chap 21. " Sequens Hiems ſaluberrimis

"confiliis abſumpta. NamqueutHomines diſperſi ae rudes,eoque bel-

"lofaciles,quieti et otioper voluptates adfueſcerent: hortari privatim;

" adjuvare publice, ut templa, fora, domus extruerent, laudando

* promptos & caftigando ſegnes. Ita honoris æmulatio pro neceſſitate

"erat. Jamvero principum filios liberalibus artibus erudire&ingenia

" Britannorum ſtudiis Gallorum anteferre, ut qui modoLinguam Ro-

" manam abnuebant, eloquentiam concupifcerent. Indeetiam Habitus

"noſtri honor, & frequens toga: paulatimque diſceſſum ad delini-

"menta Vitioruin. Seethe Tranflation ofthis inthe Pag. 1. of the

Hiſtoricall Inquiries concerning the Roman Monuments.

1

That the deſign ofTacitus in this Book devita Agricola, was to

commend his Father in Law, he thewes us in the cloſe of the 3d

Chapter in theſe words. "Hic interim liber, honori Agricola Soceri

"mel deſtinatus, profeſſione pietatis, aut laudatus erit, aut excufa-

"tus. And this appeareth through all the book,for beſide what is

already told in the 22.Chap. he ſays. "Adnotabant periti non alium

"ducem opportunitates locorum ſapientius legiſse, nullum ab Agrico-

" la poſitum caftellum, aut vi hoftium expugnatum, aut pactione ac

" fuga defertum. Crebræ eruptiones, nam adverfus inoras obfidionis,

" annuis copiis firmabantur. Ita intrepida ibi Hiems, & ibi quiſque

" præfidio, inritis Hoftibus, eoque deſperantibus, quia ſoliti plerum-

" que damna æſtatis Hibernis eventibus penſare, tum æſtate atque

"Hieme juxta pellebantur. NecAgricolaunquamper alios geſta avi-

" dus intercepit, ſeu Centurio, ſeu præfectus, incorruptum facti teſtem

"habebat. Apud quosdam acerbior in conviciis narrabatur, ut bonis

"comis, ita adverſus malos injucundus.Ceterum ex iracundia nihil fu

" pererat. Secretum& filentiumejus non timeres: honeſtius putabat

"offendere, quam odiſse. That is They that were ſkilfull that way

obſerved, that noGeneral did ever chuſe more adviſedly fit places

either for encampments, or for Forts and Garriſons. No Camp or

Fortthat was built by Agricola's Direction, was either taken by the

Enemy,by force, or furrendred upon conditions, or abandoned and

deſertedby flight. TheSouldiersintheCamps andGarriſons, often

made Sallies out upon theEnemie, they were ſufficiently provideda

gainst long Seiges, for they had intheit Magazines, Proviſions for a

wholeyear,anda ſuteable number ofMenatArms toholdthem out

andſowere fecure and in no hazard,even in the Winter Seaſon,when

theB2
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the Army was diſpoſed into their Winter Quarters; and therewasa

Communication of Troops from the Neighbour Garifons: asoccafion

required, they ſent relief to other, ſo each of them was aGuard to

another, andwere weli defendedthemselves. Thus the Enemies de-

fignes against them,were fruſtratedand diſappointed,&they lost all

Hope, becauſe in former timethey were wontto repair andmake up

the Loffes, they ſuſtained in the Summer, with their fucceſs, andthe

advantages they got over the Romans inthe Winer Moneths, but

nowthey were alike unfortunate, Summer and Winter, andwere

alway beat and repulſed.

Agricola was not the man covetouflyandbaſely to intercept, and

arrogat to himself, what was done by others, was he Captain ora

Superiour Officer, he had allways Agricola a fair atteſter of the ex-

ploit as it was performed: hewas reportedby fometo be ſevere and

bitrer in rebuking and reproaching theſe who by their miſbehaviour

were obnoxious; for as he waskind and obligeing to theGood and

Virtuous, fohe was tart and Sharp inhis reproveing the Bad, who

failed in their dutie and broke his Orders ; but hisAnger lafted not

with him, and they were not to fear his refervedneſs and filence. He

efteemed it moreGenerousopenly to rebuke ſharply, than as Tyrants

and badmen do, to intertainin his breast hatred and Malice.

It was neceffary to give this recapitulation and SummarieofAgri-

cola's behaviour in hisexpeditions, before I treat particularly ofwhat
hedid in the diſtricts I now deſcribe .

I come next to give account ofwhat was done in the 3d, and 4th

Expeditions, theScene whereoflay in thete diſtricts

" Tertius Expeditionum annus novasGentes aperuit vaſtatis uſque

"ad Taum ( æſtuario nomen eſt ) rationibus. The Gentes under-

ſtood here are the Maate andthe Caledonii, under whichnameſeve-

ral Civitates, that is,Clans and Tribes ofPeople,are comprehended:

ashere under theName Meata are understoodthe Scottedeni, Atta-

cotti, and the Genunii and Gadeni, all which People lay inthe Low

grounds upon the Firth of Forth; and the Caledonii which compre-

bended the Dicaledonii and the Vecluriones and Vacomagi, tothe

North ofthe Firth of Forth, with whomAgricola fought as far as the

Firth ofTav, beyondwhich he went not.

"Qua formidineterriti hoftes, quanquam conflictatum ſævis Tema

"peftatibus exercitum,laceſserenon aufi; ponendiſque infuper Ca-

"ſtellis Spatium fuit.

This was theway he proceeded in his formerexpeditions,hemade

ſeverall detcents into this Countrey, and ſtayed only till he had

made ſome ſtations for his Ships to Land ſafely with Proviſions, for

fome Garritors he placed uponthe Coaſt. Where theſe Gariſons were

placed, is not told, only the Peutingerian Tables mention that ad

Taum, the laft heplaced in North-Britain. Our conjectures about the

reftmaybe seen inthe Inquiries concerning the RomanMonuments

in the North part ofBritain. Chap. 9. In this diſtrict the ſubject

ofthis discourſe,themoſt remarkable was Cairedin where theVillage

ofCariddin is now,andKinaile where the Houſe ofKiniel ſtands,and

Inneraven where the Veſtiges ofa Fort appears yet ; not that I think

agroula built them there ofStones, but the following Emperors, or
their

:
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their Governours under them built them ſo, where he had raiſed

them at firſt with Earthen Rampiersand Shiells ofWood.

It is like that theNatives, uponthe firſt landings andDeſcents A-

gricolamade, did withdraw from the Coaſt, to the Woods and Fens,

andsohe hadtime to place fomeGarrisons, which waswhat hede-

figned, and to view the Couritrey before he brought more Forces.

Which he did the next Summer, which was the fourth Expediti

on. "Quarta æſtas, obtinendis quæpercurrerat inſumpta: ac ſi virtus |

" exercituum& Romaninominis gloria pateretur, inventus in ipſa

"Britannia terminus: nam Glotta&Bodotria diverſi maris æſtu per

" immenfum reverti, angufto terrarum fpatio dirimuntur, quod tum

"præfidiis firmabatur, atque omnis propier Sinus tenebatur, ſum-

"motis velut in aliam Inſulam hoftibus. That is; the fourth Sum-

merwas imployed in the acquiring that which he had runthorow,

and ifthe courage ofthe Armies, and the Renoun and Glorie of the

RomanName,had fuffered it, therewas foundaBounding and aLi-

mite to it in this part of Britain. For Clydeand Forth, two oppo-

fite Firths of different Seas, the one ofthe West and the other

of the East-Sea, running far up into the Land, are only kept

frommeeting, by anarrow Neck of Land, which was then Fortified

byGarriſons placed in it, ſothe Romans became Maſters of all the

Bayes which lay next to it, andthus ſome of their Enemieswere re

moved a part as it were into an other Iſland. This ſhewes clearly

that the third Expedition was employed in making ſudden Defcents

both in the Firth of Forth and Tay. Andthe fourth Summer

wasEmployed inreduceing the Countrey that lay South-ward of the

Firth ofForth&theCountrey adjacent to it, as far as the Tract of

groundwhich reached the River of Clyde. TheGariſons he placed

brought the Peoplewho inhabited that Tract to submit foon tothe

Romans; and they continued ſo all the time ofAgricola's Go-

vernment here,but as Tacitus ſhowes, Hift: Lib: 1. Cap. 2. per-

domita Britannia & ftatim amiffa. And Hift. Lib: 2ad annum

Chrifti69, in theſe words concerning the Legions, veterana undesi-

ma ac tertia decima, &præcipua fama quartadecumani rebellione Bri-

taniæ compreffa, The Scoto-Brigantes did quickly upon his remo

val from his Government, deſtroy the Forts andGariſons he had

placed, nor find wethat this Tract was recovered till the time ofthe

Emperor Hadrian, who firſt begantheWall called Murus Scoticus.

In his time theGenunii, the Inhabitants ofthis Tract were Provinci-

ated again, but continued not long inPeace, for theScoto-Brigantes

who arecalledBrigantesdid infeſt and ſubject to themſelves theſe

Genunii who were the confederats of the Romans, and therefore Lol

lius Urbicus firſt repaired the Garriſons and Lines had been placed

in their Countrey by Hadrian, and in revenge ofthewrongdone to

theGenunii, he afterwards took from theScoto-Brigantes a good parť

oftheir Countrie; and to ſecure it, he began tobuild the Wallwhich

didbearhis Name,as appears fromPaufanies Arcad: Lib: 8.Pa: 526

"Brigantibus (ait ) vero,qui in Britannia funt, quod Genunios

" P. R. SociosArmis laceflierant, magnam agri partem ademit. And

from Julius Capitolinus inAntonino Prowho tellsus "that Britannos

"per Lollium Urbicum Legatum vicit, alio Muro Cefpititio, fubmotis

G Bar-

1

1



10 Book I.The Hiſtory and Deſcription

Int

the.

Subj

ayir

ent..

The

Sk

lel

ICH

f

"Barbaris, ducto. Concerning which ſeethe Inquiries concerningthe

Roman Monuments inNorth-Britain,Chap. 3d, and the Stations&Gar

riſons are narrated in the 7th Chapter ofthe ſame Inquiries,&amore

ſpeciall account ſhall be givenin the Deſcription ofthe Shire.

1

Chap. 5th

Concerning other Warrs in the Shire.
1.

4

Hothere is no account of any Batte's betwixt the Romans and
theAncientpoffefsors this Countrey, yet the many old

Camps in ſeveral parts of it , import that there were fome,and it

is not crediblethat it would take two Summers to makethem Maſters

ofthe Countrey, if there had been no Fights. We must obſerve

whatTacitus Chap: 24th in theAccount ofthe fifth Expeditionſayes,

"Quinto Expeditionum anno nave prima tranfgrefsus, ignotas ad id

"tempus gentes crebris fimul ac profperis præliis domuit. That is;

In the fifth wear of his Expeditions having paſs'd in the firſt Ship,

be fubduedNations,before that timenotknowntotheRomans,by fre-

quent and profperous Skirmishes andFights. This Countreywas in

the fame Cafe, the Countrey which looks to Irelandwas, of which

he treateth, and was ſo over grown with Woods, that he could not

march through it with his Forces, till ways were made, therefore it

follows that oftheſe unknown people, the Inhabitants ofthis Coun-

treywere apart, and had frequent Fights with him.

I find no particular account in our Hiſtorians, oftheDanes land-

inguponthe South fide ofthe Firth of Forth, tho it is very pro-

bablethatthey did land,whenthe Pitts, who fubmitted not to our

Kingswent there. The Venerable Bede in his Hiftorie, Lib: 4:

Chap: 26: treateth ofaWar against the Scots, carried on by Ec-

Efridus King oftheNorthumbrians,in this countrey, forthere fell in
it Trumwin the Bishop ofthe English whowas head ofthe Mona-

ſterieEbbercurni (that is Abercorne) which then belonged to the

English, andwas ſited in the Countreyadjacent to the Firth, that then

divided betwixt the Land of the English and the Pitts. So this

Countrey wetreat of, was then a part ofthe Territory oftheAnglo-

Saxon: fome think that from them, Edinburgh had the Name,be-

ing before called Dunedin: but it is more probable that ( fince it

was but a ſhort time before,that theAnglo-Saxonsgot thisCountrey)

the Name of Edinburgh was rather given to itby the Pits,Anci-

en Pofteſsors of it. 4

We shall give arcount oftheſeplaces wherethe Fights were, in

theparticularDeſcription ofthe Pariſhes.

T

1

1

Chap: 6

The moderne State ofthe Sbire.
دب

::

He Sheriffdom ofLinlithgow,as it is now, hath totheNorth the
Firth ofForth. Towards the South-east andSouth-west the Wa-

ters
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tersofAlmondand Breich ſeparate it from Edinburgh Shire, and to

wards theNorth weſt it is parted from Stirling Shire by the water

ofEven. Towards the Weft it hath part ofClydsdale.

The length ofthe Shire from the mouth ofAlmondat Nether

Cramond to Bedlormie is fourteen miles , and the breadth ofit,

where it is broadeft , from Borrowſtoness upon the Firth of Forth,

to Almond Fala, willbe ſome Nine miles. The figure of it is un

equal,and ſuch is the Quality of the Soil. The Weſt part is

mountainous and hilly, and the North ſide and the Eaſt is plain&

level;and themiddle part floaps much from the hights, both to the

North-west and South-east. The South-west part is well watered

with the Bourns which glide through it, andfo is theNorth ſide&

middlepart.

Tho' it isbut ofſmall extent yet there are ſeveral Jurifdictions

in it. Towards the Weft There are the Sheriffdom ofBathgate,

andthe RegalitiesofTorphichen and Ogleface, and inthe middlepart

there is the RoyalBaillerie, and upon theNorth ſide is theRegali.

ty ofBorrowftoness,and intheEaſt part is theRegality of Kirkliftouns

There are two Royal Burghs in it, viz. The Ancient Burgh ofLin-

lithgow, and the Burgh of the South-Ferrie. There is onePreſby.

teryto whichthere anſwereththePariſhes ofLinlithgow,Borrowſtoun-

(towhich theParish ofKiniel is lately annex'd)Cairidden,Aber-

corne, that of the Queens-ferrie, Dalmenie and Kirklistoun, Incbmau

chan and Uphall, Liviston,Bathgate and Torphichen. The whole

Shiremakes apart ofthe Bishoprick ofEdinburgh. Of theſe Pariſhes

Ishall treat in order,beginning at theEast endof the Shire, at the

Pariſh of Dalmenie and ofthe South-Ferrie.

ThePariſh ofthe South-Ferrie is oflate erection,&takes in but

a ſmall part of the Countrey to it: It was in ancient times a Cha

pel of Eafe belonging to the Family of Dundass, the Walls ofwhich

yet ſtand, and is the Burial-place of that Family, and of fome of

theſe Heritors who hold ofthem. there was formerly the Kirk of

Aldcatbin near to the Seat of that Name, the Ruines ofwhich are

yet to be ſeen

The South-Ferrie hath a fine Church built by the Citizens, and

there are many fineHouſes in it. There is at the Weſt end a Peer

for Barks, and Boats, and at the Halls a little to the East ofthe

Town,there is another for Paſlage-boats, To the West of theTown

there are many Quarries ofgood free-ſtone in the Laird ofDundass's

Land, and there is hardby it a Vein of Alume stone, but ſo incon-

fiderable that it didnot defray the charge in working of it. The

remarkableSeats oftheGentrie in the Neighbourhood are, Stone-

bill belonging to Dundass of Maner, a fine Houſe with a noble pro-

fpect of the Firth and of the Countrey far and near, there is much

good free stone andLime-ſtone in theGround,ofwhich much Lime

is made and vended: ithas a ſmall Port where Boats take in the

Lime exported by Sea. At the Society, ſo namedfrom a Brewerie

there ſome time, there is a Mount for a Wind-Miln, which seems to

havebeenthe Veſtige ofa Roman ſtation. Upon the Coaft,Eaſt from

the Town, is the Halls,a Seat of a Gentleman of the Name of Stew-

art, and near to it at the ſmal Haven there, there is a good Inne for

accommodationCa

1
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accommodationofthePaſſengersoverthe Firth,at whichthere is paf-

fage atanytime ifthere be no Storme. A little to the South is the

Pariſh ofDalmanyn,the Churchhath a ſtately Iſleof late added to it,the

Burial place ofthe Earl of Roseberry : Near to which is one ofthe

Seats of theEarl call'd Dalmenie; Eaſt from that upon theBankad-

jacent to the Coaft, is theMannor of Leuchold belonging to aGen-

tle-man ofthe Name ofDumbar; and Eaſt from it upon a Rock

waſh'd upon three ſides by theSea, is the ſtately houſe ofBarnbugle

the ancient Seat ofthe Moubrages, now the Reſidence of the Earl

of Roſeberrie,adorn'd with large Parks, and has all the fertileCoun-

trey lying betwixt the high way andthe water ofAlmondto its

Mouth: the Village at Cramond-bridge alſo belongs to it.

To the South-west of Dalmanin, in the fame Pariſh isthe ancient

Tower and new Houſe ofDundass,with fineGardens and Enclofures,

the Seat ofthe ancient Family ofDundass, which has large Lands

adjacent to it. Andthe ſmall Ille in the middleofthe Firth, call'd

Inch-garvie belongs to it; there are ſeveral Families both inthis

Shire, and in mid-Lothian ſprung fromthis Family.

Next tothis towards the South lyes the largePariſh ofKirklifton.

The water ofAlmond is its March tothe South andto the Eaſt, and

it runneth agoodway to the Weſt,and towards the North it march-

eth with the Lands ofDundass: The Town ſtands upon a riſing

Ground , and besides the Church ofvery ancient building, has the

Court Hall and other Houſes init.Andconſidering that theRomans

while here, placed always their Stations on rifingGrounds, andwell

watered; I am apt to think there has beenaRoman Station, either

here or wherethe Village of Carlowrie now ſtands: ForCaire in

the old Language doth ſignifie a Town, and Low or Law fignifies

aHight, and Rie a Water, ſo it wasa place upon a hight by awas

ter ſide, whichwhen they concurred,the Romans always fortified.

Kirkliftoune is a Town ofRegality and the Seat of its Court, it

belongeth totheArch biſhop ofSt. Andrews forthe time, whoſe He-

retable Bailziethe Earl ofWintounwas for a long timeand nowthe

EarlofHopeton is; this Regality ( as appeareth from theM. S. Reli-

quia of the learn'd Mr. James Martyn ) comprehendeth theBarony

andBurgh ofthe Regality ofKirklifton, the Maynes, Kirklands&

Milnthereof, and the Kirklands ofLefwade, the Lands ofEgglif-

mauchane, andthe HeretableOffices ofJustice General,JuſticeCourts,

Coroner of the Regality ofSt. Andrews,beſouth Forth, and ofthe

Lands ofKillieth, Rathe-byres, Linton-biels, Stow inTweedale, little

Preston, Tuningham , Civielands, and all other Lands, Baronies,

Lordſhips, Towns, Places, and Villages in any part oftheKingdom

befouth Forth, lying within theRegality ofSt. Andrews, eitherwith-

inthe Regality ofLinlithgow and Stirling, or Constabulary ofHad-

ingtoun,or other Fifedomes within the Towns aforeſaid. TheEarl of

Hopetoun has a Fee as Bailive, of80 Merks to be retained by the

Baillie furth ofthe readieſt of the Feu-duties, payable furth of the

Lands, withinthe Regalitie, for his Fee and Labour in Execution

ofthe faids heretableOffices,with the Burgh of Regality ofKirk-

liftown, Weekly-mercats, Fairs,Priviledges,Cuſtoms,Caſualities and

Profit thereof, with the liberty to holdJustice,Crowner, andHead

Courtez
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Courts, and otherBailie and Stewart Courts ofthis Baronie of Kirk-

lifton, as oft as need beis, conform to the Cuſtome, and to make and

Conftitute, and admit "Scribas , Clericos , Notarios, Tabelliones,

"Apparitores, Adjudicatores, Serjandos feu Officiarios, Coronatores,

"Deputatos&alios Juris etJuſtitiæ miniftros, and to exact their ac-
customed Oath de fideli adminiftratione.

X

Thewords in the Earl ofHopeton's Charter containing his power

are, "Abſentes, Contumaces& Rebelles, judicatos, Arreſtatos, Sum-

"monitos,Attachiatos,Delinquentes,Criminofos& Tranfgreffores quof-

" libet accuſandi, et eorum quemlibet juxta juris exigentiam & regni

"Confuetudinem cum Pitt &Gallows puniendi, plectendi && corri

" gendi: ac Mulctandi, pœnaſque& muletas imponendi, Eſchaetas, ex

itus, Bloodwits, amerciaments, fafinarum Boves &alia quæcunque

"Archiepifcopo Sti. Andrea& fuis fucceſsoribus ratione dictæ Regali-

"tatis, aut alio quovis modo ſpectantia, vel in futurum de jure Regni

"ſpectare valentia, petendi, exigendi, levandi, recipiendi ad proprios

"ufus & utilitatem pro ſuis Laboribus applicandi: & fi neceſse fuerit

"pro eifdem Namandi &diſtringendi, brevia Inquifitionum, ac alia

" quæcunque Capellæ noftræ brevia impetrata, feu impetranda recipi

"endi, aperiendi,proclamandi&debite deferviri faciendi.Affifas&in-

" quifitiones proborum Virorum, ad ſufficientem numerum citandi, e-

" ligendi, &jurari faciendi omnes& fingulos homines noftros Tenen-

" tes, Subtenentes, Vaſſallos, libere Tenentes &alios quofcunque in-

" fra dictam Regalitatem fubditos ex parte Auſtrali Aquæ de Forth

" degentes, eorumque&cujuslibet eorum res& bona, in itineribus

"Juftitiariæ & Cameraria S. D. N. Regis Moderni&Suorum Suc-

" cefforum pro tempore exiſtentium, feu alios quofcunque vel quo-

"rumcunque fuorum aliorum Vice-ComitatuumBurgorum vel Baroni

" arum aut aliorum Officiariorum, Judicum Spiritualium vel Tempo-

" ralium feu eorum Locumtenentium&Deputatorum, Quorumcun-

"que Curias infra Regnum Scotia aut aliorum quorumcunque Mini-

" ſtros, pro quibufcunque Caufis & Actionibus Criminalibus & Civi-

" libus nunc&pro tempore quoviſmodo judicatos, arreſtatos, attachi-

" atos, citatos, feu fummonitos ad dictæ Regalitatis Curias & earum

" Libertatem& privilegia reducendi, replegiandi et repetendi, repeti

" et reduci, et pro tempore quovismodo judicatos, arreſtatos, attachia-

" tos, fummonitos, citatos, attachiata&Arreſtata replegiari petendi&

" obtinendi, querelentibus feu proſequi valentibus, uni vel pluribus

" in præmiflis velpræmiſſorum aliquo Curias&juris terminum deju-

" re competent : pro juftitia miniftranda, prefigendi & affignandi

" ac juftitiam defuper prout rectum&juris ordoexpofcit, miniftrandi

" et Miniftrari cauſandi, et fi neceſſe fuerit pro præmiſſis cautionem

"juridicam defuper dandi & preſtandi , cum poteftate, faculta-

" tate, licentia& authoritate menfuras, amphoras, ſtateras&pondera

" ad quascunque res& Merces vendendas aptos & apta, infra dictos

* Limites dictæ Regalitatis acUrbium Villarum, Civitatum, Pagorum

" & Oppidorum, inibi menfurandi, metiendi,& quod Juftum eft, &

" rectum in illis ftatuendi, mutandi & corrigendi, ac proutjuftitia fua-

" debit & ordo Regni et Reipublicæ dictaverit, illas&illarum par-

tes rumpendi, frangendi & alterandi, ac cum Wrack,Weith,Waire,
66

"Vennyfone, Inthang Thief, outfang Thief,Pitt &Gallows &c.

D Next
1
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Next to theTowntowards theEast, is Carlowry, the Seat ofa

Gentleman of the Name of St.Clare: and Tods-baugh a pleasant

Seat ofAlexander Monteith Chirurgion. And next to it is Craigy-

ball, a ſtately Houſe with large Parks, fine Gardens and feverall

Courts,theAvenue opening to the East, will when finiſhed be very

ſtately. It is the Seat of the Marqueſs of Anandale, with great

Lands belonging to it. To the West ofthe Townuponthe Water of

Almond, is Brieftmilne, the Seat of a Gentleman of the Name of Dun-

das: and weſt from it is the pleasant Seat ofNew-lifton, the reſidence

of the Earl of Stairs, invironed with large Inclosures, and along

Avenue opening to the South: andSouth from it is Kilpont the

Seat ofaGentleman of the Name of Campbell: and more to the

South is Elieſton, one ofthe Seats ofthe Earl of Rutberglen. North-

weſt from New-lifton is the Castle of Niddry, a large Tower with

low buildings joined to it,and convenient Office Houſfes, farround-

edwith largeParks, and a stately Avenue from the East, all well

planted, one ofthe Seats ofthe Earl of Hopeton,the High Sherriffof

this Shire; and north from it isthe pleasant Village ofWinshburgh

on a rifing ground: and to the North ofit is Duntarvie, apleasant

Seat with Inclosures,belonging to aGentleman of the Name of

Durbam.

The next Pariſh to Kirkliston, towards the South is the Pariſh of

Uphal, alias Strathbrok which lyes upon Brocks-bourn which runs

through much ofthe Valley of this Name,before it run into Al

mondwater. Upon Brocks-bourn is the Town of that Name where

there is a fine Seat ofa Gentleman ofthe Name ofHamilton: and to

the Weſt of it is Kirk hill, the Seat of the Earl ofBuchar, with large

Incloſures and fine Lands belonging to it, in which there is Coal.

And in thefame Strath is the Parish Church of Upball, and in the

Neighbourhood of it, is Houston Sharps Seat,a fine Houſewellplant-

edwith good Fertile Lands lying about it: and South from it is

Knights-ridge the Seat ofaCadet of Douglass ofPompherſton .

To the South of Uphall Pariſh lyeththe Pariſh of Eglishmachan :

near to the Parish Church of it there is a Medicinall Well, which

participateth ofthe Vertues ofMoffet-well, though the water is not fo

ſtrong in the Operation as that of Moffet is: to the South, it has the

Houſe of Black craig belonging to aGentleman of the Name of

Ramfay: and South from itBangour the Seat of aGentleman ofthe

Name ofHamilton: and upon the High ground Broad-law, and a

little to the North-east of it isBeecraigs andHangnigfide the Seat of

William Brown Chirurgion: and to theEast ofBinnie Craigs is East-

Binny the Seat ofRobert StewartAdvocat with good Gardens and

an Inclosure: and North-East from it is the Village of Waterſtoun,

where there is much Coal: andtowards the South there is a Large

Bank ofa fertile Soil, with pleasant Meadows upon Binnie Bourn.

To the West of the Pariſh ofEgliſhmachan we meet firſt with the

Pariſh of Linlithgow. The Town of Linlithgow is anAncient Roy

al Burgh: ifwemay believe the report oftome of the Ancient In-

habitants, there was aCroſs in it, erected by our King Acbaius

which the Vulgar calledKing Cays Croſs, it is thought to be the

Lindum of Ptolemie, and has that Name from Lin adwelling and
Dun
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Dun aHill, andGow a Hill and Leth awater in the old Language,

for it is ſituated upon a rifing ground, near à Lake: it was long

poffefsed by the Pits, the first Inhabitants of this Countrey, and

probably theTownhad its arite from aRomanCamp which stood

where the Royal Palace ſtands now, being ſo convenient a Seat, and

ſoeafily defenfible: theLoch not only furnishing Water, but many

fine Pykes, Pearches andEels, andbeing frequented by Water-foules :

It is but two Miles diſtant from the Firth, from whence the

Roman: easily conveyed what was neceſſary for them and anyway
usefull.

The Town is now wellbuilt, much of it ſtands upon the ſideof

the Lake, which is a Mile in length and aquarter of a Mile over.

The Royal Palace ſtands ona little Hill, plain on the Top,

which advanceth almoſt into the middle of the Lake, and looks like

an Amphitheatre, having adefcent on the three fides, and like Tar-

raceWalks upon the Weſt fide. The Palace is Magnificently built of

fine poliſhed Stone: it was begun by the former Kings, andKing

James the 5th added to it the Chapel and the Porch; King James

the Sixth compleated the Court, by adding the fine newBuildings
towards the North.

The Palace confiſts offour Towers, between which, the Court the

Chapel and the reſt ofthe Buildings are extended; in the Inner
Court there is a Fountain, well adorned with feveral Statues and

Waterworks, curiously wrought, which whenthey go, raiſe theWa-

terto a confiderable hight.

Cloſe bythe Palace ſtands theChurch,call'dSt. Michael's Church,

whoſe Statue yet ſtands upon the Steeple, which is very high, and

it and the Church is ofexcellent ſtructure: the Earl who was Co-

lonel ofthe Kings Foot-Guards, added to theChurch a neat Chapel

for a Burial place, where he andthe Earls defcendedof him are

buried,.

From the Palace and the Church, there is aneafie paſſage and

deſcent bya Lane to the Town: inthis Lane ſtands the Grammar

School, a large building fitted for teaching ofthe Scholars, and for

lodgeing of fomeof the Sons oftheGentrie.

At the foot ofthis lane is to be ſeena large four ſquare place,in

the middle ofwhich is another curious Fountain, ſomewhat refein-

bling that which is in the inner Court ofthe Palace, raiſing the

water a full Spears hight, which falleth down inſeveral Pipes with

apleaſant murmuring: this ſquarehas fine buildings on all is fides.

Upon the North ſide ofit is the Town Houſe, called theT. Ubooth,

a ſtately Fabrick, having a high ſteeple with Bellsand a fineGlock,

builtdureing the Magiſtracie ofSir. Robert Miln of barnton the Un-

cle, and ofAlexander Miln of Caridden the Nephew. In this build-

ing the Sherriff andthe Magiſtrats ofthe Town keep theirCourts,

andthe higheſt ſtorie ſerves for publick Feaſts and Intertaminents,

andthe loweſt has aWeigh-house and Rooms where Prifoners are

kept.

There is a large Street reaching from the one end ofthe Town tơ

the other, which is adorned on each fidewith fair Buildings, from

which divers Lanes ſtretch out,which open aPallageunte leverad

PleasantDa
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:

pleafant Gardens, abounding with Fruit and usefulPot-herbs.

The Townhas aHarbour for all fort of Ships, near the Royal

Caſtle ofBlackness,wherethey have a largeCuſtome-houſe,andWare

houſes, with other accommodations for the uſe of Merchants : The

Town gives the Title ofEarl to the Earl of Linlithgow, andKa

lander, who is the Chiefofthe Name of Livingstone, and is lineally

defcended from Sir Alexander Livingstone the Vice-roy in the Mi.

nority ofKingJames the ſecond. TheEarls have been for a long

timeHereditary Keepers ofthe Royal Palace, andthe Park belong-

ing to it, and are HeretableBailives of the Royal Baillery in this

Shire, and Conftables of the Castle ofBlackness ; The Earl haththe

Regality of Ogileface and Bridge- bouſe Castle, andſeveral Superiori.

ties and Lands in the Shire ; the Celebrated PoetArthur Jobuston,

theKings Phyſician,made theſe Verſes upon Linlithgow,

L

Nobile Limnuchum, Pario demarmore templum

Hicnitet, impenfa non mediocris opus.

Amulafunt templi turrita palatia regis,

Etpretiofuperant,folis utramque domum.

Proximus eft urbi, nullo lacus aggere cinctus,

Squamiger illimesgrex natat inter aquas.

Iſta triumpbales prabent vivaria canas,

Grampiaco quotiesSub Jove miles ovat.

Regius bic lacus eft Lucrinus, Cæfaris undas

Plus babet bic luxus,plus babet ille dapis.
1

The Countrey Pariſh,which belongeth to thisCity, isſome miles

extended into the Countrey round it, ofwhich, theGentry inthe

Neighbourhood make a part. Tothe South-eaſt ſtandWrea andO.

chiltrie wellplanted,bothofthem belonging toJohn Montgomrie Se

cretarie-depute: andtotheEast, is Easter-Kinkaviland Park the Seats

of Mr.Johnston and Pardevan the Seat ofMr. Steuart late Provoſt.

To the South there is alſo West-Binnie the Seat of Dick-

fon Eſquire, and the Ruins of Tartrevin Castle, and Tartrevin be-

longing toHopeton, and part of it belonging toJames Crawfurd of
Lochoote. Nearer to theTown are the Hill-houſe and Rickartoun Vil-

lage belonging to the Earl of Rutherglen,and Parklay belonging toMr.

Dallas Esquire, and Huntley belonging to Mr. Seaton Esquire. To the

Weft are West-port, and the Lands of Bailfide belonging toHamilton

ofWestport, and Ketleſton belonging to Sharp Esquire. Out ofthe

Weft end of the Loch runneth a Rivulet which is diſcharged intoA-

von water : and about a quarter ofa Miles diſtance from the Town,

ſtands the ſtately Bridge of Linlithgow, at the Eaſt-end of which
there is aCuſtome-houſe. When theTowns-menride their Fairs with

their Banner (which is the Picture of a BlackBitch tyed toaTree, al-

luding to a Tree which is growing in the Ifle in the middle ofthe

Loch) carried byone of the Trades-men, they paſs from the Bridge

to their Port at Black-ness.
Weft
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Weſt from the Bridge ſtands the pleasant Seat ofFames Achin

lek Chirurgion, with fine yards and Incloſures: and Weſt from it is

Carribber aBaronie, the Seat ofMr. Hay a Chirurgion,apleaſantdwel-

ing upon a hight, invironed withPlanting, and a large Incloſure: Near

to the houſe, there is aCataract,by the fall of a Brook over a high

Rock, perpendicular, for the hight oftwo or three Spears length;there

aremany fine Plants in the Bank, and in theHaugh at thebottomeof

itthere is a Vitriolick Well.

Befides the Trade and Commerce theTown hathby Sea, theyhave

ſeveral profitable Manufactories of Leather, and ofDyers, and Threed-

makers,with which they furnish the adjacentCountrey.

TotheNorth ofthe Pariſh of Linlithgow, the next adjacent is the

Pariſh ofBorrowſtounneſs, to whichnot long fince thePariſhofAineil

has been united,which is a large and Populous Pariſh lying cloſe by

the Firth of Forth: Inthe laſt Centurie, this part ofthe Coafthas en-

*creaſed much in People, for now from the Palace ofKineil, for ſome

two Miles, are almoſt continued buildings upon theCoaſt, and above

it uponthe flopinggroundfromtheHills ofIron-gath. There areſeve-

rall Seats ofthe Gentry, and ſeverallVillages wellPeopled, becauſe of

the frequent Coal-Pits all over that Ground.

It is perhaps one ofthebeſt inſtances of the advantages of Trade

canbe ſeen in this Countrie, the flouriſhing ofthis place. Iam told

that Sir Robert DrummondofMeidop,(who lived after the Reſtaurati

onofKing Charles the Second) declared to ſeveralls ofthe Gentrie

his Neighbours, that he remembred to have ſeen only one Houſe

wherenowBorrowſtounness and theotherTownsnowcontinuedtoCa

riddin ftand. I knew in mytime, thattheyandthe South Ferrie had

fome 36 Ships belonging to them, tho in all that tract upon the

South fide of theFirth, there is no part for Ships to lye at, but at

Blackness. Thereweremany rich men Merchants andMaſters ofShips

liveing there, andtheCities ofGlafco, Stirling, and Linlithgow hada

great Trade from thence, with Holland, Bremen, Hamburgb, Queens-

burgh and Dantzik, and furnishedallthe West Countrey with goods

they Imported fromtheſeplaces, andwere loaded outwards with the

Product ofour own Countrey.

There is a fine Church inBorrowſtounness, to which the lateDukeof

Hamiltoun added an Iſle, upon hisuniting the Parish of Kineil to it :

the faid Duke did erect a Regality there, to which his Lands adjacent

are fubjected, andhe has hisBailive and other Officers who keep
Courts there.

To the west ofthe Palace ofKinielat Inneraven there is yet ſtand-

ing a part ofa Roman Turris Speculatorum, and the tract ofthe other

Buildings may yet be ſeen: the Tower is round and vaulted as theſe

ſeenelsewhere are; and belowthis to the Eaſt ofthe turnings of the

Water of Avon, before it diſcharge its water in the Firth, there is a

Large parcel of Fertile Carſs ground, which it maybe did givethe

name ofAlauna tothisGariſon ofthe Romans, that ſtood here: for

there were many Stations of that Name in Britain. There is but a

ſmall distance betwixt the Mouths of the Water of Carron and

Avon: and the Firth here is very Shallow upon this South ſide for a

longway,becauſe ofthe vaſt quantity ofEarth and Rubbish brought

down

1

1
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down there by Speats: the Shallowes have the name of the Ladies

Scap, where there is a great variety of Shells ofdiverſe ſorts found,

both Marines and Fluviatiles: the Dutch did offer ſome time ago to

make all that Scape, good arabie ground and Meadow, and to make

Harbours andTowns there, in convenient places,upon certain condi-

tions which were not accepted : the Dutch have mademany ſuch

Improvements in their own Countrey with their dykes: It is thought

this might makethe narrow part ofthe Firth deeper and theNaviga-

tionto theupper parts more commodious, ifthis deſign wereproſecuted.

Below thePalace upon the Coaſt which is now overflowed with the

Sea, there was formerly a Castle called Castle lyon, which was built

there by oneof the Ladies adaughter of the Houſe ofGlammis.

There are at the West-end of Borrowſtounneſs, ſome Salt Pans, and

there is near to them a Mineral water, which moves Vomiting and

Purgeing; the ſtrand running from it, has on its brink, much yellow

Oker İying upon it, depoſited by the water, whichhas amixture of it

and fome other Mineral Sulphurs and Salts.

The Wood and Avenues of Kineil, are all encloſed now with an

high Stone Dyke well built, and in their circumference make up fome

Miles ofGround, where beſide the Wood are fine Gardens and large

Square-plots of fine Graſs: the principal Avenueto the Palace is from

theEaft. This from the Bridge over the Dean-bourn to the North-

Weſt Pavilion, at the end of the Visto to the West, will be aMile

long: it would require thePen and Pencill of aſkillfull Archietect to

deſcribe juſtly thebeauties andconveniencies ofthis Princely Seat,which

with regardto theSituation upon ahighthanging overthe Firth below

it,and thewholſomeAir it enjoyes,may be placed amongst the finest

Seats in Britain, and tho for vaſt and Magnificent Building, it cedes

to the Palace ofHamilton, and for the fine and curious Contrivance

ofthe Work, and the great extent ofthe Gardens, Incloſures and

Park, and the neat Buildings ofthe Town of Hamilton joined to

it; yet ifyou look to theNoble proſpect of the Firth and Countrie

adjacent here, and the many fertile Lands belonging toHis Grace

here, and the neat Houſes ofthe Gentry in the Neighbourhood of it,

itmaybe faid in ſome particulars to furmount it.
A

TheAvenue from the Eaſt is long and broad,andwell plantedupon

its fides, and has both outer and Inner Office houſes in convenient

places, the Courts are Magnificent, and theEcho fromtheTrees inthe

Glenupon the North ſide of the outer Court, repeating many times

ſome Syllables, is most delightfull : over against it is anAvenue from
theSouth.

TheGarden tothe ſouth ofthe twoCourts, forGravel walks, and

Shrubs cut into ſeveral figures, fine Wall fruits, and ſtanders, and cu-

rious Flowers and Herbs, is most beautifull.

The Caſtle by theEmbellishments Duke William gave it, makes a

Noble Front to the Houſe,and communicates with the North-build-

ing, which thonot fo regular to the eye without,are nobly contrived

within, with due Proportion, Large Lights well placed and all

ornaments requiſite: the paintings andPictures in the Stair Cafes and

the Rooms are done by great Maſters, and the Furniture is anſwer-

able to the Grandeur ofthe Owneri

...

1
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The Wood is cuttout in convenient Viſtoes, the Pavilion in it af-

fords the retirement of anHermitage, and an excellent proſpect far

andnear.

The Countrey adjacent, affordeth fine Quarries of Stone andmuch

Coal. Itwould take aBook to deſcribe all the advantages, and plea-

fures ofthis Noble Seat. I ſhall rather ſtop,andleave it to be admired

by theſe whoview it. The next pariſh to the Eaſt is the Parifh of

Cariddin: TheHouse ofCariddin cloſeby theChurch,ſtands upona

hight, andhas incloſures about it; it was aRoman Station, forAlex.

anderMiln not long ſince, theowner ofit, ſhewedme a Vefpafian of

Gold, found there, and when he added aJamb to the Houſe, he

found a Stonewith the Head of an Eagl gravenupon it, whichhe

placed in ſome part ofthe Wall. There he found likewiſe ſome

Roman Potterie,itſtands uponthe Tract ofthe Roman Wall. It is

now a Seat of the Earl ofDalhousie. There are other Houſes ofthe

Gentrie inthis Pariſh; ſuch asGrange Hamiltoun andthe Town

and the Salt-Pansbelow it; where much Coal isgottenupon theve

ty brink of the Coaſt; and above itthe Houſes ofBonerdandNorth-

bank, belonging toMr. Cornwall Eſquire: the Land upon this ſloap-

ingBank above the Coaſt, is very fertile ofall fort ofGrain.
Below Bonerd there are many Waſtes, the Coal having been long

wrought, the Water in the cold and rainy Mounths gathers inthem,

and breaks out in October, andtill theMonth of April covereth a

large Plat of flatGround that lies below theBank, where the Coal

is digg'd out : This Ground lies Eaſt fromthe Houſe ofGrange

and reacheth to the Village ofMoorehouse, and contains inbreadth

and length a good many Acres ; this (upon the going back ofthe

Water to the Sinks whence it came)is laboured inMay,and year-

ly produceth à great Crop ofthe beſt Grains, without any dung or

other manure laidupon it, ſuch is the fatneſs oftheSlime andthe

Sediment which the Water arising from the Coal wastes, leaveth

upon it. In the beginning ofOctober the Water breaks out again,

and covereth all this Plotyearly. They have indeed ſome Sluces at

the Moore-bouſe which keeps in part of tliewater, or lets it out as

they find it neceffary.

A

The Coal in Bonerd and theGrange, is full of oily ſubſtance;I
have feen it melt with Heat and runout like Pitch : The Colliers

are ſubject to many accidents: not long ſince ſome hereaboutwere

killed with Damps, and oftenmany of them are hurt with fubter-

raneous Fire, which when it breaketh out, inaks a noiſe like that of

Thunder, and comes out with that Force at the mouth ofthe Adite,

that it carries away the Stairs and Winnows, and what it finds in

its way. There are other Minerals found in the working the Coal,

beſide the Pyrites commonly called Braſs lumps. Idid fee pieces

of Lead; and pure TranſparentChriſtal in a great lump was got in

the Coal pit of the Grange; and there is Oker andtheNitrumCal

carium gotten therein ſometimes.

TheRomanWall from Innerévén runs Eaſtward in a ſtraight Line

through the Wood ofKiniel,& from the Bridge upon the Dean-

Bourn: theTract ofit is raiſed above theGround, and runs fo for

two miles, betwixtthe Town and the Village of Borrowſtoun, to

BrignieE2

t
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Brignies. Ifaw fome of the Foundation stones taken up, which

they madeufeofin theBuldings in the Neighbourhood. In the

upper Grounds Eaſt from Irongath there are many Waters, in

which not long fince, a new built Bridg upon the high-way funk

down in the night time. The tradition is current, that therewas

a Fight betwixt theRomansandtheNatives, underArgadus inthis

Hill,and that it had its Name from Argad. Below the Town of

Bonbard towards the East, is the Village of Walton, which had its

Name for that it ſtood upon the Tra& of the Wall, and seems tobe

the very fame whichBede calleth inthe PitsLanguage Peenvabel,
and in the LanguageoftheEnglish, Fenveltun.

FromCaridden theWallruns towards theCastle ofBlackness,where

it ended once, juſt as it did upon Clyde at Dunglass, which ſtands

upon a Rock as Blackness doth. Afterwards the Romans carried it

on to Abercorne, where itterminated, as Bedeſays. Thewall is not

traced furder, but there are ſeveral Veſtigies of what hesays they

did upon the Shore Eaſt from that ; his words are, Sedet in littore

oceani ad meridiem,quo naves eorum babebantur, quia et indeBarba-

Torum irruptio timebatur, turres per intervalla adprofpectum maris

collocant. Some oftheſe are narrated in the Inquiries concerningthe

Roman Monuments inNorth-Britan Ch: 7. So it is clear, they did

place Camps , Towers and Gariſons to the Eaſt for a great way,
wherever their Ports andHarbours were ; and it is like becauſe of

the conveniency for it, there was a Turris Speculatorum, upon the

hight where the Castle ofAbercorne ſtood, ofwhich nowthe Foun.

dations are removed, to make way to the new Buildings there; and

to the Eaſt of this, whereDundaſs ofManerhas aWind-miln'sSeat,

there are theVeſtigies ofa ſmallRoman Camp.

This leadeth us to the next Pariſh uron the Coaſt,which is that of

Abercorn towhichmanySeats oftheGentryanſwer.Inthe Neighbour-

hoodare theſe, Pardevan, the Seat ofWalter Stuart ſome time Provoft

of Linlithgow, andAldcatbie the Seat ofaGentle-man of the Name

ofMonteith,where are the Ruins of an oldChurch.And totheNorth

ofit is Craigton, the Seat of Mr. Ewing. Then we meet with

Philpston, the Seat ofJohn Dundess, aCadet ofthe Family of Dun-

daſs,Advocate. AndEast from it is Morton, a pleasant Seat ofMr.

Scot; and juſt under it is Meidhope a fine Towerhouſe with excel

lentGardens, one ofthe Seats ofthe EarlofHopeton.

Andupwards in the LandSouthward is Didingstone, aSeat ofa

GentlemanoftheName ofDundass, where are large Incloſures and

much Planting.

Lower in this Pariſh uponthe Coaſt,we meet withthe Bins,the

Seat of Sir Thomas Dalziel, which was Embelliſhedmuch by his

Grand-fatherGeneral Dalziel, with large Incloſures oneach fide,

witha long Avenueto it from the South cut out oftheRock, and

with fineGardens furnished with rare flowers. Nowwecome to the

Church of this Pariſh ofAbercorn, there are no veſtigies found now

ofthe Monafteriewhich Bedeſayswas there in histime, which

probably was only built ofWood: itwas long after this, the Earl of

Duglass built a Castle here,which was afterwardsdemoliſhed and is

now altogether razed. But in place ofit, the Earl of Hopeton has
enclos'd
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inclofed a large plot ofgood Land,and by the advice ofhis Coufitn

the Lord Rankilor , Sir William Bruce, and Mr. AlexanderEd-

ward, Great Maſters inArchitecture and Contrivance of Avenues

Gardens and Orchards, has raiſed a ſtately Houſe with Avenues

on all Quarters. The principal Avenue openeth from the Eaſt,

with Large Office houſes and regular planting uponeach fide: this

when the Gates are all open, gives a Profpect through the Incloſures

near aMile long. The Houſe ſtands in the Center; a large double

houfe with Wings onthe South andNorth fidesof it,the Rooms are

ſtately and wellcontrived, and are ſuteably furnished: there is a fine

Scale-Stair under the Cupula; the Courts are Large, and there are

fine Gardens andOrchards aboutthe Houſe,embelliſhedwith Water-

works and Jettoes: the great Avenue opens at the West towards the

Church, to which the Earl has added a Chapel for a Burial place.

In this Pariſh onthe Coaſt, ſtands the Castle ofBlackness, founded

on a Rock wath'd on three fides by the Sea, in this is aGarifon

kept, there is a largeTower, andfome low buildings, and it is

providedwith Canon; the acceſs to it is by a ſmall neck of Land:

near to it of late was erected a Manufactorie ofBricks ofallforts

for building and covering ofHouſes.

Now I come to the South Parishes ofthis Shire;the firſt ofwhich

towards the Eaſt is the Pariſh of Livingston, the Houſe formerly

was the Poffeffion of the Livistons, from whom it came totheMor

rays: the Peel retains ftill the form ofa Roman Camp, with high

Ramparts about it, and Ditches full of Water without them,

The acceſs to the Peel is by a Timber Bridge, and feems to have

been aCaftrum Exploratorum, whereinthe advancedGuards were

Lodged. The late Baron PatrickMurrayplanted acurious Garden

within the Peel, in which he trainedup many curious Flowers

and Herbs, which furnishedmany Plants to the Phyſick Garden at

Edinburgh, at its firſt erection, by my procurement. He incloſed

large Parks, Orchards and Avenues, which were environ'd with a

Stone Dyke, by Mr. John Elis Advocat, his brother in Law, and

planted with many thickets of Oaks and Firrs, and otherBarren

Trees: the Nephew by his Brother John Murray, did build a neat

Houſe within the Peel, which is now the Seat of SirJames Cuning-

bam, who has not far from the houſe upon the Brink ofAlmond-

water, another Seat called Davieston: the Church is a little way to

theWest of it, and halfa Mile further Weſt, is the TownofLiving-

fton: there is to the North of the Peel, at Dechmond, a Seat ofa

Gentleman of the rame of Hamilton , and where Briech water

(which watereth the Western-part ofthe Pariſh) runs into Almond-

water,there is the Grange,aGentlemans Seat: and not far fromthence

Blaickbourn, a Seat of Sir DanielCarmichael's ofMaulſlie.

12

The next Pariſh to the Weſt, contiguous to the Pariſh ofLiving.

fton is the Pariſh of Bathgate, which Pariſh isaSheriffdom by the

procurement ofHamilton of Bathgate-ball, the Laird of it in for-

mer times . It is now the Poffeflion of Mr. Cochran ofBalbackla :

HardbytheHouſe ofBath-gate,is Bathgate agoodMarkat Town:

there are Seats of the Gentrie here: as Boncrief, well planted, a fine..

Seat of a Gentleman of the Name of Hamilton. Balbardie the

SeatF

1
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SeatofAndrew MarjoriebankWriter to the Signet, whichhas Coal

andLime-ſtone initsground. Whitburn;a Seat ofHouston of that Ilk.

Bogball,belonging to aGentleman of the Name of Norvell. Podeſba,

belonging to aGentleman oftheName of Carmichael. Kirkton,Mr.

Patersons houſe. The Inch; andBorbeed, Mr Durbams Houſe. and

Paukommot Mr. Bailies Houſe. Beside the Hill ofBath-gatethere

are many ſmall hills inthis Pariſh, and there are feverall Coal

Pits, and Lime-ſtone quarries in it,and the Pariſh is equallie fit

forGrafs and Corn.

To the North ofBath-gate Pariſh, lyeth the Pariſh ofTorpbichen,

fonamed from the Town ofRegality ſo called; in the old Lan-

guage Tor ubith imports eight Hills: andthere is in theEaſt part of

this Pariſh, a Chain ofHills from South to North, in length for

two Miles, and halfaMileor fo in Breadth;the moſt remarkable

ofthem are Cocklereuf,Buden, and Loch-coat and the Kipps Hille,

Cairne-paple and theKnock Hills, Hilderfton, and Bath-gateHills,

theſe not only have Coal,but ſeveral Minerals and Metalls in

them, andproduce many curious Plants: the ground riſeth ſenſibly

towards them,fromthe New-bridge for fome fix. Miles. There isa

profpect of morethan adozen ofShires from the tops ofthem,they

enjoyawholſomeAir, and long day Light: from them to the four

Airths, there isadefcent: there are ſeverall rivulets take their riſe

from them. The rest of th's Pariſh ismuch plain. From theHouſe

ofKippsto Bedlormiethe Pariſh is ſome Six Miles inlength, and the

breadthwillbe ſometwo Miles:the countrey is ofamixed nature ,

both fit for pafture&grain,the lowerground has some Moſs&Moor

which furnish Fewell to the Inhabitants: it is well watered with

Logie-Bourn,Diple-bournandthe water ofAvenwhichſeparateththe

Shire from Stirlingſbire: amongst the Hills Lochocat Loch, which

hasa current from theNorthwest end ofit through the EelArk,and

thenruns for aquarter of a Mile underground, and breaks out ata

ſpring which runsdown from the Hills ſtreight Weſtward into A-

vonWater.

As to the particular Deſcriptionof the Pariſh : Ibeginwith the

Eastmoſt houſeof it, theKipps; which inthe old Language figni-

fies Hills. The houſe ſtands uponthe rifing ofthe Hill, and inthe

midst ofPlanting and Gardens, it is ſhaltered from theNorth Winds

by the Hill of Cocklereuf, and is open towards the South. There

are feveral Vallies with Springs and Rivulets running through

them betweenthe Hills, which afford aconſtantVerdure there, for

the Hills are often moiſtened with the Vapours which afcend from

the Coaft and theother low Grounds about it, which fettle on the

Tops of the Hills,and drop down onthem whenthere is no Rain

in the Neighbourhood.

Alittle to the West of the Houſe, there is anEcho from Cockle-

reuf, which repeats three ſeveraltimes fromdifferentplaces,distinct-

ly, fix or ſeven fyllabis ;when one has theirFacetowards theHouſe.

And whenoneturns and looks to the North-weſt, there is upon

calling, aCircular Echo, from the jambient Hills. From theHouse

there is,betwixt the rifingGrounds oneach ſide, ancafieDefcent so-

wards theMeadow, which openeth a long and large Proſpect ofthe

Countrey westward : and from the Top ofthe Hill onwhichthe
Houſe
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Houſeſtands,there is a Profpect ofthe Countrey round about, and

of the Firth of Forth from the rife ofthe River to theMay andthe

Bass : The Caſtle of Stirling and the Links of Forth, and the

Carfs Countrey oneach fide ofthe River afford a delightful Pro-

fpect. TheGround has Coal and other Minerals and Metalls in it.

There is Mundick found in the Bourns,and the Hematites uponthe

laboured Land, and at the Foot of the West Bank there is a Vitri-

olick Spring. The Houſe is at a miles diſtance from any other

Seat oftheGentry, fo that it is a perfect Solitude and without the

Ornaments of Art, which other Seats have,but hasmany commenda-

ble advantages by Natures freeGift.

Next to this are the Ruins oftheSeat of Lochrote,now thePoffef-

fion of James Crauford Esquire, and hard by the Loch, which is

well furnished with Pykes,Perches and Eels: and Water-fowls

hauntit.
!

South-west from it, is the Town ofTorphichen, theSeat ofthe

Regality ofthe Lord Torpbichen, Lord St. John, the chief of the

Familie of the Sandelands,whohad ſeveral Lands in this Shire and

Mid-Latbian, and vet have ſome, and many Superiorities. The

Tower&Church&Barony withmanyLands over theKingdom be-

longed to the Knights ofSt. John, in lattertimes called Knights of

Malta. Theſe who are curious, mayſee the Inſtitution ofthem in

M. Francisco Sansovino dell origine de Cavallieri lib: 2. And the

Hiftory of the Knights of the order in Henricus Pantaleon's Mili-

taris Ordinis Johannitarum, Rodiorum, aut Melitenium Equitum

Historia. I shall heregive fome account of the Knights Erection,

and Poffeffions here, and offome oftheſe who were Preceptors of

Torpbichen.

King Malcolm the Fourth, firſt ſetled them inthis Kingdom, there

is in the Charter theſe words, Qui in liberam&puram Eleemofi-

nam donavit Fratribus Hofpitalis Hierfolymitani unum plenarium

Toftum in quolibet Burgo totus terrafua. This ſmall foundation

was greatly amplified andenlarged bythe ſucceding Princes, efpers

cially by Alexander 2dand 3d,Robert 2d, andJames 2d, 3d, and 4tb

who not only confirmed the Donations oftheir Predecessors; but by

newdifpofitions ofLands and Territories,endued with diverſe privi-

ledges and Immunities, and the Right ofPatronage of ſome Kirks,

they madeup to them acompetent Revenue,called the Lordſhip of

St. John, andpreceptorie ofTorphichen. This Lordſhip wasmuch

augmented by the Mortifications ofmany Religious Subjects,of fome

parts and portions of their own Properties, lying diſperſed through

thewhole Shires and Pariſhes of the Kingdom, which are common

lycalled Temple Lands. Andby vertue ofaCanon ofthe Coun

cil ofVienna, andaBull ofPope Clement 7. dated 7 May 1313,

theſe FriersHofpitalers of St. John ofJerufalem, got alltheLands

andPoffeflions ofthe Knights Templars at that time fupprefled in
Scotland.

: 1

TheOffice ofPreceptor ofTorphicben,or Lord St.John,wasalways

conferred by thegreat Maſter ofthe Order, with content of the

Fraternity ofKinghts, aed itwas concredited to the preſent Precep

tor tomake choiſe of aWorthieGentleman to fucceedhim in his

Fa Place

.
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placeand ſervice, who upon hisrecommendation(being found qua-

lified by theGreat Maſter and Knights )was ordinarlyadmitted. So

SirWilliam Knolles being elected and fent tothe house ofthe Rbo-

des, was after Tryall and proofof his ſufficiencie, admitted tothe

place,whobecamea familiar Counſeller&Thefaurer toKingJames

the 4th; andſo Succeflively SirGeorge Dundas , Sir Walter Lindesay

and SirJames Sandelands : the firſt after two years Tryallwasad-

mittedby the great Maſter andCouncil of Knights , Quafiplena.

riam&omnimodam baben: poteftatem donandi, as the words of their

admiffion proport. :
:

The Preceptors of Torphichen in Councils and Parliaments were

plated upon the Temporal fide, inter proceres babentesjusfuffragii,

andrankedthe firſt ofthediterior Barons ; but King James 4th in

the beginning ofhis reign Nobilitated SirWilliam Knolls Preceptor,

Entitiling him Dominus SanEtı Johannis, and ever after that, they

had du ir Sest'among the Nobles.

At the Reformation ofReligion, SirJames Sandelands, thenLord-

St. John, made refignation ofthe Lordſhip inthe Queen's hands,ad

porpetuam remanentiam, to belong to theCrown for ever : after
which her Highness ofnew againdifponedthe ſaid Preceptorie and

Lordſhip, in feu Ferm to the faid SirJames, and to his Heirs and

Affignies, for payment of500 Merks ofFeu duty yearly, and for

which infeftment he gave to the Queen 10:00 Crowns oftheSun. It

is dated at Edinburgh the24th day ofJanuary 1563 .

The difpofitive words ofthe Charter are, dediſſe, conceffifse et bac

preſenti charta nostra confirmaſse, bereditarie difto Jacobo domino de
SaintJohns heredibus juis et affignatis, totas et integras Terras et

Baronias deTorphichin, Liſtoun, Balintrodo,Tankertoun,Denny,

Maryculter, Stanhop, Gultua, cum tenentibus& tenendriis&Libe-

re tenend: Servitiis, advocationibus&Donationibus Ecclefiarum,bene-

ficiorumet Capellaniarum omnium et fingularum dict: terrarum et
Baroniarum cum molendinis, multuris, filvis, Piſcariis, caftris, turri-

bus, fortaliciiset Maneribus earundem&c. together withanample

priviledge ofRegality, anddivers other Immunities.

The Lord St. John hadhis Deputes andBailives in ſeverall pla-

ces, who held Courts and exacted his dues, andexercedhis power,

in the Lands for which they hadCommiſſionfrom him. Ihavefeen

the Copie of a Commiſſiontobebalive,byJames Lord Torphicken to

JamesBoydofKippsandhis Heirs,for all the Temple Lands with-

inthebounds ofAngus and Fife, for Nineteen years...

TheChapel appeareth to be old,and has aVault at the Eaſtend,

whichſeems tohave beenthe Court,it is nowthe Lord Torphicken's

Burial place,there is tobe ſeena partofthe ftone oftheSepulcher of

Sir Walter Lindsay Preceptor, with that deſignationofhim upon it:

and in the Church lyes ThomasBoyd of Kipps and James Boyd

ofKipps,&in theVault mentioned,under a large Tomb ftone lyesMr.

RobertBoyde ofKipps Advocate,andinthe fameGrave lyes his eldeſt

Daughter MargaretBoyd, with theſe Inſcriptions upontheStone.

Upon

٠٠٠
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Upon the Stone for WALTER LINDESAY, is

Walterus Lindeſay Juſticiarius GeneralisdeScotland

& Principalis Preceptor Torphichenfis 1538

Andupon the upper part ofthe Sepulchral Stone oftheBOYDS,
is,

Μ.

R. B.

M.Roberto Bodio a Kipps Juris Conſulto, qui ad

antiquam Sanguinis Nobilitatem, inſignem pie-

tatis probitatis & Eruditionis Charitatem ac-

cumulavit ; bonis probatus vixit, deſideratus ad

CelestemGloriamtranfiit , 10 Julii 1645 E-

tatis Septuagefimo primo.

Andupon the lower part oftheStone, is

Subhoc etiam conditurCippo,

Margareta Bodia ejufdem Rob. Filia primogenita,

&conjunx M Davidis Sibbaldi fratris Ger

mani Rankillərii. In qua,præter fingularem mo-

deftiam & conftantiam,emicuerepietas, pruden-

tia,& quæcunque virtus Matronam decebat ab

Illuftriffima Bodiorum gente oriundam. Nata

Januarii 1605. Denata 10 Julii 1672.

TheTown ofTorpbichen has of late got the additionofmany

Houſes, ſome of Free-ſtone wellbuilt, andenlargedyearly.

:

Alittle to the West ofthe Town is theMannorofGilon ofWallace

with Inclosures: and next to it isCaufton, aSeat ofaCadet of the

Lord Torphichen's Houſe: andnearto it isBroom-park, the Seat of the

Reverend Mr. Trent: thenweſtward isBrighouseCaſtle, aSeat ofthe

Larl of Linlithgow's,who hasmanyVaſſalsthere under theRegality

of Ogle-face: near to this are the Seats ofGilly-canty, a Seat of Mr.

ToungEſquire; andthen Craiginga,a Seat ofSir James Livingſtan of

Ledormie; andnearto it isBalbuchla,the Seat ofMr. Cochran Eſquire,

G
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Chap 7th

Concerning some Antiquities in this Shire.

Upon theTop
ofthe Hill of Cocklereuf there are Veſtiges ofa

Camp; and below it there ſeems to have been aditch, upon

the Weſt ſide thereof. On the Buden hill are to be ſeen the

Veſtiges of an outer and inner Camp: theſe are fuch as are deſcribed

by Tacitus, Annalium Lib: XII. Cap: 33: Tunc Montibus arduis

&fi qua clementer accedi poterant, in modum vallisaxa præftruit, &

prefluebat amnis vado incerto. There is a great Cairn of Stones upon

Lockcote hills, over against Buden: and in the adjacent ground there

have been found Cheſts ofStones with Bones in them,but it is uncer-

tain when, and with whom the fight was.

There is at the end ofthe Incloſure oftheKipps an Ancient Altar

of ſeveral great Stones ſo placed,that each of them does ſupport ano-

ther, and not one of them could ſtand without the ſupport ofthe o.

ther: the broad Stone upon which the Sacrifice was offered, looks to

the South: near to thisAltar is a Circle of Stones,with a large Stone

or two in the middle: this was a Temple in Ancient times,& our word

Kirk is from Circus, the round poſition ofthe Stones:manyſuchmay

be ſeen all overthe Countrey.

Upon a little Hill hard by this, there is a Stone of a Conical Fir

gure, erected on its end, one of theſe Pillars which inthe former ages

were dedicated to Apollo, which gave thename Α'γφευς το Apollo, as

Macrobius ſheweth Lib: 1: Saturnal. Cap. 9. and it is this is under-

stoodby Horace, Carmin. Lib. 4. Ode 6. in this verſe,

1

Doctor argutafidicen Thaliz,

Phæbe, qui Xantho lavis amne crines :

Dauniæ defende decus Camena,

LavisAgyeu.

Apollowas one oftheDeities worſhippedby our Ancestors in thoſt

Ancient times.
ง .

The Baronie of Torphichen has the March Stones of it marked

with the Jerufalem Croſs, one ofwhich maybe ſeen upon a Ston

upon the East March ofthe Kipps.

The Roman Forts and Stations,havebeen related in the Deſcripti

on ofthe Pariſhes, and a fuller account ofthemmay be ſeen in the In

quiries into the RomanMonuments in this part ofNorth-Britain.

2

14 Chap. 8th

:

ConcerningSome Natural Products of this Shire.

BEfidestheCoal,&the Quaries ofgood Free-ſtone and ofLime
ſtone in ſeveral Places inthis Shire, the Hills ofHilderston

and Bathgate are remarkable for their Products.
Ir

1
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be

In Hildertone Hills is the Silver-mine, which afforded muchSil-

ver at the firſt working of it:a part ofoftheMelting-houſe is yet to

feen : And amongst the Adites to the Mine, the Richeſt was, that

called Gods-bleffing: The Spars are of different colour fome are

white and others ofa red colour. There isThere is Yome Leadfound in

Spars there alfo....

In Bathgate Hills are found many figured Stones, ſuch asas theO

Aracites, Pectunculites, Entrochus, Fungites, and theand the stalagmites ;

And others, ofwhich there will be anAccountgiven in the Second

Volum of the Prodromus Hift: Naturalis Scotipupaten or

There arefeveral curious Plants growing in this Shire; as the

Kalimajus frutescensfeming Atriplicis.

Aftragulus Silvaticus Thalij.
stela riq-tro

Muf
1 ufous denticulatus mi 201 ibol stenda

o

Muſcus,flacinus

Musous Abietis farze barobar

Museus parvus elegans, Asplenii facie, aliquando verfus apicem

in duos ramosfiſſus.

Museus ngajaks folis lini Catharsisi oruciatim dispolitus
Ornithopodium nodosa radise siusaad

Periclymenum five Caprifolium Germanicum flore abo

Plantago rofea.

6

Rosa Cipbiana Pimpinella folio, fore ex albo & rubro varie-

gato.

preex

Viola rotundifolia criſpis oris inftar malva criſpa.

Potamogeitonfolio breviore, anguftiore, criſpo.

Ros Solis.

Cicuta aquatica Gefneri.

LyfimachiaGalericulataflore caruleo.

Pyrola Europaa Alfines flore.

Adiantum tertium maximum cauliculo nigro, etiam interfolia,

foliis majoribus&lucidioribus &magis incifis,parte pofti-

ca pulvere quafi rubiginoso aſperſa.

Bellis filveftris prolifera.

Fungusphalloides.

Medica cochleata. J. B.

Thalictrum minus femine oblongo fulcato,

Meum vulgare.

Glaux maritima. C. B.

Herbu Paris.

Hippoſelinum Theophrafti velSmyrnium Diofcor. C. B.

Lonchitis afpera maj. matthioh,afvera. C. B.

Lunaria racemosa minor, velvulgaris C. B.

Morfus Diaboli flore albo.

Nymphaa lutea minor,flore fimbriato.

Papaver corniculatum luteum.

Hieracium murorum Baubini, pulmonaria Gallorum Lobelij,

Trichomanes foliis mucronatis profunde incifis.

Viola montena lutea grandiflora.

Ga
Chap
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:

L

Chap: 9

Some rare accidents in this Shire andsome remarkes.

TheThunder broke uponthe HouſeofWeſt-binny ſometimeagoe,
anddemdiſhed ſome part of it.

There are frequent Eruptions of Fire inthe Coal-pits upon the

Coaſt nearGrange.

AtCaridden ſomemenwere killed, not longsincewith aDampin

a Coal-pit there.

Lochcote Loch runs out at the North-west end intotheEel-ark,

and from thence runs under Ground for more thantwo hun-

dred Paces, and then breakes out inaSpring, fromwhence aRi-

vulet runs down to Avon-water.

Atthe Silver-mines the Poultricdecay,and Children are obferved

to be fickly becauſe ofthe badAir.

FINIS

e
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TO THE:

Right Honourable the Earl of LINLITH

GOWandCALANDER Heretable Sheriff

of Stirling-ſhire,

I

:

ThisHistory andDeſcription is Dedicated by His Lordſbips

most Humble Servant ROBERT SIBBALD;

Section 1. The Ancient State ofthis Shire

Chap. 1. The Ancient People ofthis Shire.

:

NAncient times this Shiremade apart ofthe SilvaCaledonia;for

Pliny in his Natural History, Lib. 4. Cap: 16. where he

treateth of Britain, tells us; Triginta propejam annis notitiam

ejus Romanis armis non ultra Vicinitatem Silva Caledoniæ pro-

pagantibus: bywhich it appeareth, that till the time that Julius Agria

colawasGovernour ofBritain, they haddiſcoverednomore ofBritain

thanwhatwas inthe Neighbourhood ofthe Caledonian Wood. Itwas

hethat firſt penetrated into it, in the third year of his Expeditions:

andTacitus faith, Tertius Expeditionum Annus novasGentes apperuit,
.. H 1t

1
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4

itdiſcoveredPeoplethey knew not before. TheſePeoplewere theGe-

nunii of whom we have treated already;and the Gadeniwe are to

treat of now. They had the name Gadent from Gadir, which the

Learned Bochartus in the laſt part ofhis SacredGeographie, Book 2:

Chap: 9. Saith is a Punick word, which ſignifieth Septum, aplace in-

cloſed; for which he citeth this Verſe ofDionyfius Periegetes,

Panus namque locumGadir vocatundique Septum.

And Stephanus, Eustathius and Suidas interpret Γάδειρα tobe Terra

collum, a neckofLand; whichName does well agree to this Shire,

For in it is that Neck of Land,betwixt the two Firths, ofwhich Ta-

citus faith, Glota et Bodotria diverſi maris æſtu, per immenfum revecti,

anguſtoſpatio dirimuntur. It is but a fmal ſpace ofground, thatdivides

Clyde and Forth, whoſe Firths have advanced farup into the Land.

Theſe Gadeni were Picts, a Branch of the Meata Scottedeni, and

theywere the firſt invaded, becauſe Agricola made his firſt Descents

from his Fleet into this part ofthe Countrey, which lay upon the South

fide of the Firth ofForth.

Chap. ad

The Condition ofthe Countrey then.

TheCountrey at that time was much covered with Wood, for it
was here the Silva Caledonia began, and ranthrough this Shire

and Perth-Shire,& the Veſtiges of it remainyet intheWoods ofCal-

lender, Comernauld and Tor- wood &c. The Woods made it long be-

fore Agricolacould fubdue it, for there were Militarieways to be made

through then and the Mariſhes, before he could march through it

with his Army, and the Provincials were compelled to make theſe

ways whichGalgacus, inhis Oration to his Souldiers before the fight,

ſheweth, for he faith corpora ipfa ac manas Silvis ac paludibus emu-

niendis verbera inter ac contumelias conterunt. And the Romans

couldnot Pursue the Natives far, when they got any advantage in

fighting with them, becauſe, asHerodian fays, Facilis erat exjaga

receptus Barbaris quippe inter Silvas acpaludes et loca ipfis notiſſima

delitefcentibus; They had an eaſie retreat to the Woods and Fens

andother places theyknew: and Herodian ſayes ofthis part of Bri-

tain, that pluraque locafrequentibus Oceani alluvionibus paludefcunt.

Thiswas the condition of this Shire then, for where theCarfs ground

is now, was then Sea, which any may yet difcern, who vieweth and

confidereth it, for upon thedigging ofthe Soil, ſome few Foots deep,

there appear Beds of Shells,and the Water inthe Chanells,cut through

that low ground,is Brackish and Saltuh. The Soil ofthe Carſs is made

up oftheEarth and mud broughtdownby the Spears of the Waters

of Carron and Avon trom the higher grounds, which in Process of

time has ſtopt the flowing up ofthe Sea,andhas raiſed theGroundin

Banks, and ſtraitned theEmboucherswhere the Seadid enterin

Thus it was very uncaly forAgricola to penetrate into this Coun

trey,and to put it in ſucha condition as that he night become Ma-

ſter ofit, and indoing that it coft him much oftwo Summers.

CHAP
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ConcerningtheWars ofthe Romans in this Countrey.

31

cricione t

oftheWar oftheRomans was in this Countrey, for tho

they made ſome attempts to penetrat further, as Agricola and

Severus afterwards did, by croffing the Firth and paſſing further into

the Countrey, they foon loft all the Ground theyhad acquired there.

MOTISH

Galer

They found the Countrey beyond the Firths could not be long

kept by them. Agricola found the Neck of Land betwixt, the two

Firths was fit to be aLimit, and to bound their power, Inventus

(ſays Tacitus ) in ipfa Britannia Terminus, iftheAmbition of fome

hadnotpushedthem on to proſecute their Victories further; yet up-

onthe Reſiſtance they metwith in Caledonia, fomewere for retireing

back to the other side ofForth, oftheir own accord, rather than that

theyſhould be compelled ſo todo,Regrediendumque citra Bodotriam.et

excedendum potius, quampellerentur, ſpecte prudentium ignavi admone-

bant: andthoughAgricola carried it to march further into the Coun-

trey, hewent no further than Tay, which is the last Garifon in bri-

tainmarked inthe Peutingerian Tables: andupon Agricola's retireing,

he had conquer'd,
was foon loft as our Author Fasitus Thewes.

The next that carried the War into Caledonia, was the EmperourSe

verus, who is faid to have gone near to the end of the Iſland, yet he

was ſo ſenſible oftheDisadvantages ofputhing his Conqu fits ſo fareem

(haveing loft one way and other in his Expedition inthis Country

50000.Men, as Dio tells us) that bbe made Peace with the

1510the Wall betwixt thedonians and carried on the two Firths, aa great

length Eaſtward ; and built ſtronger Fortsis upon it and evan

that part within the Scots Wall, was foon loft, and the Romans retired

with their Forces, within the Pitish Wall, betwixt Agre Castle and

Carleol. Andwhen long after this , Theodosius did recover all theCoun

trey betwixtthe two Walls , and called it Valentis, the limit of the

Roman power was the Fort at Stirling, and the Tract of the Wall

through this Shire, and part of Lennox to Dumbarton Thus this
Shire for ſeverall Centuries of years was the Field of Battel, betwixt

Anceſtours and the Romans. We haveave no Hiftories left, which

give account ofthe Battels ;and the account Tacitus gives of 4-

gricola's Expeditions, is rather anran Eloge of his Father in Lawarand

ashecalleth ithimself, in the cloſe, of the third Chapter, Libar bo

nori Agricolæ Soceri meir deftinatus, doue as le faith four years,after

his Death, than a juſt Hiftorie, where the event of the War is rather

hinted at than clearly narrated yetyet the many Cairns, and Sepulo

chralMonuments, and the Urus, and Arms, and Fibulafoundinfever

rall places, Cope Fibula I have which wasch was faid to have been found near
Stirling greArguments thatboth in Agricola's time.and afterwards

there were, as Tacitus thewes in the account of the first years Exped

dition, crebra fimul og profpera prelia, as he favourably expreſseth

it for his Countrey-men. That theNatives made much reſiſtance, the

many Forts,and the Wall raised against them theves, and make it

our

usan

H2
evident

4

L
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evident that the Romans met,while theywere here, with muchOp-

poſition, both from the Scoto-Brigades in theMountainous part of

the Countrey to the South oftheWall, and from the Caledonii who

dwelt to the North ofit, and it holds true, that

oftheWall ,

HicSpe progreſſus pofita, Carronis ad undam

Terminus Autonii,fignat divortia regni.

bas sivishen

1970

00:

Which I find thus tranſlated,

2

Love Limit there,

owiania Which Terminus they call

3ઘડી છે0

Near Carron Stream, now past allHope

JetMore British Ground togain,

Markes out the Roman Empires end,

hence they to turn werefain

Chap 4th.

of of Ea

Concerning the Roman Forts in thisShire
L

:

:

+

A though forme are of the Opinion that Julius Agricola raiſeda
Wall in this Shire, upon the narrow Neck of Land, which

rans betwixt the Firths of Clyde and Forth; there is no Ground for

that Opinion, as is ſhew'd in our Inquiries concerning the Roman

Monuments in North Britain, page4. For Tacitus ſays of that

narrow ſpace ofGround interjected betwixt the two Firths, Quod

tum Prafidiis firmabatur, atque omnispropiorfinus tenebatur,fummo-

tis velut in aliam infulam boftibus.

Itwas fo fortifiedwithGarifons Agricolaplaced ſo conveniently,
thatall the Bayes adjacent were poſſeſſed by theRomans, and the E-

nemies were removed as it were, into an other Iſland. And it can-

not be imagined, that Agricola who was for carrying the War fur
der to the North, and did actually go the length of the Firth of

Tay, would make a Wall there, which excluded the Gariſons pla-

ced at a great distancebeyond it.

Agricola raiſedmany Forts, thegreat alterations ofthe furface of

theGroundin to long atime, as it is from that in which he taifed

them,has buried the Veſtigies ofſeverals ofthem; and confidering
that hisArmy acted here only in the Summer tire, the Buldings

probably were moſt ofthemonly ofWood ( with which the Coun

trey abounded then)and the Rampireswere onlyof Earth caft up,

withStakes fet aboutthem,fotheywere catily razedby the Enemy

in the Incurſions they made, andothers wereconfumedby time, &

by the Injuries ofthe War, and fome were demoliſhed tomakeway

fot Agriculture in after times: So that only ſome few of themcan

betracedby theVeſtigles ofthem which appear now. The moſt

diligentObſerver of theſe Buildings was Mr. TimothiePont,whotra-

velledover all thisCountrey more thananhundredyears ago,when
there were more Veſtigies ofForts to beseen than are now, becauſe

many
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manyhave been levelled by tillage,and the Stones ofſeverals have

beenremovedto the Buildings near them: he tells in his Papers

that he obſerved the Forts were, moſt ofthem, placed on Hights,

and in places well watered, and where there was a Hight nearWa-

ter, therewas ordinarly. a Fort.

TheForts in this Shire whereof there are clear Veſtigies, are 1st,

Thatupon the March of theShire,to the East, at Inneravon, a Tower

andthe Foundations ofother Buildings yet viſible. At Camelon (as 'tis

called bythe Vulgar ) there are the Traces ofthe Streets of a City

to be ſeen ; andſome Roman Coins have been found there, as I was

informed. At Stirling therewas an Inſcriptionupon a Rock; and no

doubt the Town ( as many others over all Britam )had its Rife

from the Roman Forts there, for there was the Quarters of part of

the Legio 11. At Killyth alſo were Stones with Infcriptions found,
ſo no doubt there was a Fort there.

The Earl ofPerth gave me the Draught of an Altar with the

following Inſcription upon it, which was found near to Castle Cary,

(near towhich anUrn,a Lamp, and ſome Medals were found)where

there was agreat Fort. The Inſcription upon the Altar, is
:

MATRIBUS

MILITES

LEGXXVI

BRITTON:

VS.L. P. M.

It is like therehave been Forts where Bruce-Caſtle was raiſed long

after, and where the House of Airth ſtands, tho' no Veſtigies re-

main, that have been noticed.

Chap 5th

Concerning the RomanWall in this Shire.

Our learn'd Mr. GeorgeBuchananhath ſo elegantly writen of

the Wall in this Shire, that I cannot omit his Verſes about it ; in

Epithalamio Mariæ Regina, Oc.

; Si volvere priſcos

: 1

Non piget Annales,bic&Victoria fixit

Pracipitem RomanaGradum, quem nongravisAuster

Reppulit, incultis nonsqualens Parthia Campis,

Non aftu Meroe, non frigore Rhenus& Albis

Tardavit, Latium remorata eft Scotia curfum:

Solaquegens mundi eft, cum qua non culmine montis,

ン

:

2.

Non rapidi ripis amnis, non objicefilva,

Nonvaſtiſpatiis campi Romana potestass
Sca

:
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Sed murisfoſſaquefui confinia regni

Munivit : Gentesque alias cum pelleret armis

Sedibus, aut viltas vilemfervaret in ufum

Servitij, bic contentafuos defenderefines

Roma fecurigeris prætendit Mænia Scotis :

HicSpeprogreſſus pofita, Caronis adundam

Terminus Aufoniifignat divortia Regni.

.

I shall firſt give the Trace ofthe Wall ſo far as it ran through

the Shire, as Mr. Timotbie Pont's Papers have it;thus,

The Wall in this Shire ranfrom Innereven to Langtoun, aMile

East ofFalkirk, a Fort: at the Roon-tree-bourn-bead, a Fort: at

Weſter-cowdoun, above Helens-chapel, one:at the Croy-bill, one: and at

Cailly-bee, orthe Kirk-Wood over against the Croy-bill,on the top of

the Barbill, a great one: atAuchterminnie, at the Rock-bill over a-

against the Wester--wood, at Bankir over against Castle-cairy,atDun-

vafs, Forts.
20

Others remark that there was alongſt the Dilatyra long Mile to

theWester-wood,a great Fort: fouth ofthe Nether-wood, a quarter

ofaMile, there was aſmallFort:at the West-end ofSea-beg-wood

there was a Fort: and at the Eaſt end of Sea-beg-wood there

was a great Fort: the Mount from Sea-begs is called Caledonie-

bill; anArgument that the Silva Caledonia began in this Countrey:

at the Stonie-four-bill, a Caſtle beweſt, upon the South ſide of the

Wall, and another at the Weſt ſide ofthe house ofCalender. Inthe

Park ofCalender, the Wall appeareth cloſe by the high-way paffing

the Northſide ofthe Park, it runs after ſome turns to Miln-bill, and

not far from that up to the Hill ſo called, and then down to the

waterofEvan.

Themany Forts upon the Wall ſhew that the Romans met with

much oppoſition in thisShire: Indeed the Countrey was fo waſted,

that the South part of it was turn'd toa Foreſt,&continuedlong fo;

for it was by huntingthereabouts, asBoethius tell's us, that King

Robert Bruce eſcaped ſo narrowly of being killed by awild White

Bull, that attacked him, and was ſtopt by aGentleman, who from

that got theName ofTurnbull: Some ofwhich kind in latter times

were faidto bekept at Cumbernauld. The Cutting downofthe Woods,

and the rotting ofthe Timber, occafioned the great Moſſes yet to be

feen in ſeveral parts ofthis Shire, as the Flanders Moſs to the West

ofStirling, of which the Monks ſpread ridiculous Stories, ofits com-

ing from Flanders: the Moſs to the Eaſt ofStirling, in the Carfs

ground, may poſſibly be that Wood mentioned inthe Verſes upon

the Wood, which make a part of the Seal of the Town of Stirling.

Therewas found in the Carſs near to Sten-house,the flints of anOx-

Horns, very large, which were fent to Doctor Balfour, and arekept

in the College Hall at Edinburgh amongst his other Curiofities; and

this is anArgument that the Seawas formerly where the lowground

oftheCarſs is now,and that the Soil there,was laid onby the Speates

ofCarron, above what was the Bottom of the Sea in formertimes

Where ever the Moſſes are now, there were Woods formerly ;

beſide the many Woods and Copices yet to be feen in fundrie parts
of

:

:
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ofthe Shire: ſo it isclear,that the fargreateſt part of this Shire

wasWoods in ancienttime, andthis was indeed part ofthe Silva
Caledonia.

As to the building, called by the Vulgar Arthur's Oven,theRead-

er is referred to the Hiſtorical Inquiries,Page42, where there is

an account of it given alreadie.

Section II

TheModern State ofthe Shires

Chap. I

Ofthe Shire in General

HeModern Name

T
ofthe Shire, is fromthe Metropolis Stirling,

which is ſo called from its Situation upon thedeſcent ofa Steep

hill, at the foot of which the River of Forth runneth; for as David

Buchanan obſerveth , Ster in the old Saxon Language ſignifieth a

Mountain or Rock, and Lin adeep water ; and he takes this to have

been the Binobara of the Ancients , though miſsnam'd by Ptole-

mie, Vindovara; for in the old Celtick, Bin is a Mountain, and Vara is

a River, thus the Modernname isthe Interpretation ofthe Ancient

Appellation. Some think that the Sterling Money was firſt coined

here, whentheNorth Saxons Poſſeſsed this Countrey, and that it was

Named ſo from Stirling, this place; and the Money that was coined

here, was current amongst the Scots, the Pits and the Saxons, whoſe

Territories centred here. I ſee noground for this Conjecture.

The Romanshad aGariſon here, ofpart ofthe Legio 11 :the Shire is

at preſent ofmuch largerextent, than it was formerly, when it com-

prehended only the Countrey which lay about the Town ofStirling.

In ancienter times,much ofit, both as to theCivil and the Ecclefiafti

calJurisdiction,was contained under that ofWest-lothian.

It hath now for Bounds towards the West, Dumbarton-ſhiré, and for

Marches there, Loch-Lomund, and the Waters ofBlane and Ainrick

and it has to the South, part of Dumbarton-ſhire and Clydfdale : and

to the Eaſt it hath Linlithgow-ſhire: and towards the North, it is li-

mited by the River and Firth of Forth.

Where it is longeſt, that is atthe Northwest point, where it joyn-

eth with Dundaff-Moor in Lennox, to the Nunnerie of Emanuelupon

Avon water, which is to the East, the March betwixt itand Linlith-

gowshire, it will be twenty Miles in length.

Andwhere it isbroadeft, fromthe Town ofKilfyth to the Caſtle of

Elpbingſton, it will be about twelve Miles in Breadth.

The Nature and Quality of its Soil differeth much, the

Weſt and South-west parts of it are Mountainous andHillie: and

the North part, of it from theTown ofStirling to the East March

is Levell andplain: and the South-East part is much ofit a rifing

ground. The whole is well watered with the Waters, and the

Bourns12
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Bourns which run through it; and beſides ſeveral Woods and Copi-

ces, the Seats ofthe Nobility and the Gentry are well planted: the

South fide is a mixed countrey, fitted for Paſture and Corns: the

North ſide is moſt fitted for Grains and Fruit Trees.

Upon the South ſide are many Feuars which hold their Lands

ofDuke Hamilton, and the Duke of Montrose, ofthe Earl ofWigton,
and of the Earl of Calender.

From South to North the Shire may bedivided into three Parti-

tions. That to the Weſt, that in the middle, and that to the Eaſt,

each taking up about fix Miles in length. That to the West, contains

the Countrey to the West ofKilfyth and Stirling: The middle, that

betwixt Stirling and Falkirk: and that from Falkirk to the East

March, makes up the last Diviſion.

The Learn'd Mr. Andrew Melvin in his Topographie of Scotland,

addreſſed to PrinceHenry, has given an elegant Deſcription of the

Ornaments and rarities ofthis Shire in theſe Verſes.

:

2

:

Inde die a medio, quem diximus alterum Avennum

ALothiano arvo Sterlinia dividit arva

Solis ab ortu AftusForthæ, donecjugapontis

Fert Pontus propter Sterlinum: ubise minor ipſe

Fluminis in moremjuſtiſtricto amnecoercet.

Hic Henrice Puer celſa ſublimis ab arce,

Undique profpectu latepetis æquora campi,

Defpicisbincfaltusvirides,et amænavireta

Silvestresque boves, torvoſque a frontejuvencos,

Queisjuba denſa, leonino demiſſaque ritu

Qui candore nivesfuperant, qui curſibus auras,

İllinc et flexus varios, varioſque reflexus,

Errorefque vagos viridique ingramine rivos

Amnis: ubi curvis veluti Mæander in undis

Ludit Forthafuis: teneros et pafcit ocellos

Dive tuos, vitreaque unda campoque virenti;

Hic ille eft Sterlinus ager, quifurgit in altor

Hine montes, illinc vallesdefcendit in imas.

Fluminibusque rigat fruges glebaſqueferaces.

Ad lavam tumuli exterra pacisduoduni

Artè manuquebominum exſtructi Carrontis adundami

Inferiuspaulo eſtſtructafine calce rotunda

--Adicula, ex saxisfirma compage coactis

f

Et lapide inferto lapidi,ſtat pondereab imo, et

Paulatim adfummum velutiseanguftat apertum

Sive Tropheumfeu Templum, cui Terminus baret.

Adextra Carrontis agerfert cateraplanus

Prominet in collem mediusqui ſeerigit inter

Ediculam et pacisDunos , in quo anguli ad ipfum

Flexum et adbucurbis modica Veſtigia parent,

Hic locus etBedæ Gnidi Vallumque Severi

Ductum a Glotræ Aftu adconfluxum Forthe etAvenni

Hic infcripti extant Lapides fint,fivefepulchra,

Romanum in morem ceuparta clara Salutis

i

DADucibus monumenta acCenturionibus ipfi.

1

... There
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There are within the bounds ofthe Sheriffdome of Stirling 20

compleat Pariſhes ; beſides four others, viz. Lecropt, Logie, Kippon,

and Kilpatrick, ofwhich more hereafter; part ofthem belonging to

the Sheriffdom of Stirling and part ofthem belonging to other She-

riffdomes. All theſe 20 Pariſhes, except Alva and a part of the

Parish of Stirling, are on the South ſide of the River of Forth. The

Names oftheſe Pariſhes are, (1 ) Alva; ( where Sir John Arſkin

ofAlva, aCader ofthe Family ofMar, has a ſtately dwelling Houſe

with Planting, Gardens and inclosures, being Proprietor of the whole

Pariſh ) which although it lyes at the foot ofthe Ochil Hills, more

than three Miles Northward ofForth, and about four Miles Eaſt-

ward of Stirling, and being ofold, as Iam informed, within the

Sheriffdom of Clackmannan , yet it is now wholly within the Sherif-

dom of Stirling. ( 2 ) Stirling ; ofwhich more hereafter. (3 ) St.

Ninians;the Kirk is a ſhort&pleaſfant Mile to theSouth of Stirling:

at this Kirk there is a fine Town lately built, whereof JohnMur-

ray of Polmais is Superior, it hath alſo a weekly Merket on Tuef-

day. (4) Airth; This lyes East of St. Ninians, and five or fix

Miles from the Town ofStirling. It is a Regality, whereof

Dundas of Airth isSuperior. It hath alſo a Weekly Market on Sa-

turday. (5 ) Botbkennar ; it lyes about two Miles to the South of

Airth. ( 6 ) Lerbert; here is a fine little Town, it lyes two long

Miles South-west from Airth: and a thort Mile farther Weſt, is Duni

pace, which is annext to the Pariſh ofLerbert. (7) Denny;this lyes'

two ſhort Miles Westward from Lerbert. The Earl of Wigton, the
Chief ofthe NameofFleming, is either Proprietor or Superior ofthe

greatest part of this Pariſh of Denny. His Principal Seat being at

Cummernauld in the Sheriffdome of Dumbarton ; His Predeceffors

got Cummernauld from King Robert Bruce, for their valiant behavi-

our in the defence of their Countrey, andthey thereby alſo attained

unto the Hereditarie Honour, to be Chamberlains of Scotland. I

have seenthe Copie ofa Charter of Confirmation, by King David

the ad, to Malcolm Fleming Knight, for his good Services, ofthe

Lands of Fairyns and Rennys, andofthe whole Burgh of Wigton ,

with its pertinents, and ofalltheLands ofthe whole Shire ofWig-

ton, from the head of the Water ofCreth, all the Courſe of the

Water tothe Sea, where Creth runs in, Oc. And the ſaid Malcolm is

confirmed, he and his Heirs, totake theName oftheEarl and

Earls of Wigton, andto poſſeſs the Earldom as a whole ſhire, in free

Regality, &c. The Witneſſes are, Robert Seneſcal of Scotlandhis

Nephew;Jobn Ranolph Earl ofMorayand Lord ofthe Valley ofAn.

andale and Man, his Couſin; Patrick Earl of March; Maurice de Mo.

ravia; Thomas deCarnow the Chancellor ; and Philip de Meldrum

Knights. ApudVillam de Air, 9 ofNovember, and the 13th year of

his Reign. King James the sixth did again honour this Houſe with

the Title ofEarl of Wigton about the year 16c6.

( 8 ) Gargunnock; This Pariſh lys about 4Miles to the Weſt

ofStirling. Theſe eight Pariſhes (except Alva which is above related,

and belongs to the Dioceſs ofDunkeld, ) ly allbetwixt Forth and

Carron, (exceptDenny,which was formerly a part oftheParſonage

of Falkirk) They alfo belong to the Prefbytery of Stirling, andare

K all
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all within the Diaceſs of Edinburgh, except Alva, as is above ex

preſs'd. ( 9 ) Falkirk ; a large Town having a Market every Thurf-

day. It is alſo a Regality, whereof the Earl of Linlithgow and

Calander is Superior. The whole Town and Pariſh lyes South of

Carron. ( 10 ) St Laurence Kirk, or the Pariſh of Slemanan;

the Kirk lyes three Miles South from Falkirk. ( 11 ) Moranfide;

It lyes Eastward of Slemanan, and is bounded onthe Eaſt with the

Sheriffdom of Linlithgow and is divided from itby the water ofA-

von. Theſe three laſt mentioned anſwer the Prefbytery of Linlithgow

andare alſo apart of the Dioceſs ofEdinburgh. ( 12 )Monteburgb

or Kilfyth, both Town andParish belong to the Viſcount of Kilfyth in

Property or Superiority the WeeklyMarket day is Tuesday. It lyes 9

Milesdiftant from Falkirk, and as many from Glasgow, being midway

betwixt them. It anſwers to the Preſbyterie ofGlasgow, and is alto a

part ofthe Dioceſs thereof. Itis divided from the Pariſh of Den-

ny, at a place called the Hollin-bush, being about two Miles diftant

from the water of Bony, over which there is aStone-bridge , on

the highwayatthree Miles diſtance from Falkirk, and it emptieth it

ſelfinto thewater of Carron (13) Campsey Ives to the Northwest of

Kilfyth, this Church alſo anſwers the Prefbytery ofGlasgow and

is a part of the Dioceſs thereof, The Minister of Campsey being

Chancellor of the Chapter of Glasgow. Theſe two Pariſhes ly to the

Weſt of Falkirk and to the South Weſt of the Town ofStirling (14)

Strablean (15) Badernock ( 16 ) Baffrone (17) Fintrie (18) Kilearn,

(19 ) Drymen (20 ) Incbcallioch or Buchanan, Theſe five Pariſhes laſt

nained, ly on the Weſt part ofthe Sheriffdome of Stirling; But as to

the Ecclefiaftick Jurisdiction, they answer the Prefbyterie ofDumbar.

ton, and are a part of the Dioceſs ofGlasgow.

It remains that we give an account of fome otherPariſhes, where-

ofonly part ofthem belongs to the Sheriffdom of Stirling, viz. ( 1 )

Kilpatrick Easter, That part of it only which belongs totheDuke

ofMontrose, is within the Sheriffdome of Stirling ; allthe rest of

it belongs to the Sheriffdom of Dumbarton. ( 2 ) Kippon ; Al-

though this wholePariſh lyes on the South fide ofForth, and an-

fwers to the Presbytery and Dioceſs of Dumblain, yet the place

where the Church ſtands, and ſo much of it as lyes to the South

thereof, belongs to the Sheriffdome of Stirling ; But that part

which is adjacent to the Church on the North fide, andthe rest of

the Pariſh Northward, lyes within the Sheriffdom ofPerth. (3 )

Lecropt; although the Church and thegreater part ofthis little

Pariſh on the North ſide of the Firth, betwixt the Towns of

Stirling and Dumblain, together with the Manſion House of the

Laird ofKier, ly within the bounds ofthe Prefbytery andDioceſs

of Dumblain and Sheriffdom of Perth, yet the Lands of Inneral-

lan, and fome other Lands belonging to the Laird of Kier, are

within the Sherriffdom of Stirling. (4 ) Logie; although this Pariſh

lys on the North-fide ofForth, and belongs to the Prefbytery and

Dioceſs of Dumblain, yet the Barony ofAirthrie, belonging to the

Earl ofHopeton, and the Lands of Cornetoun, belonging toparticu-

lar Feuars, are within the Sheriffdom ofStirling,while as the reſt

ofthe Pariſh belongs partly to the Sheriffdom of Perth and partly
A
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to the Sheriffdom of Clack-manman. ( 5 ) A little part of the

Pariſh of Stirling lyes beyond the Bridge; as' alſo the Abbay of

Campus-keneth lying inthe Peninſule on the other fide of Forth,

andEastward ofthe Town of Stirling, lyes within the Pariſh of

Stirlingandunderthe inſpectionofthe Ministrs there,butthe Abbacy

is within the Sherrifdome,of Clackmannan, although a part ofits Lands

which ly on this ſide ofForth, are within the Sheriffdome of Stirling,

This Abhacy was foundedby King David the first for the Monks of

theOrderofSt. Augustine, itnowbelongs to Cowan's Hospital in Stir-

hag, lately purchas'd from the Laird ofAlva.

,

As for other Religious Houſes in this Shire. The Dominicans had

aConvent in the Town of Stirling.

There is alſo in this Shire the Nunnerie ofEmanuel, of the Nuns of

the Ciftertian Order,itis Gruat upon the brink ofthe water ofAven,

inapleasant Countrey, and founded by King Malcolm the fourth. It

lyes within the Pariſh ofMoranfide.

The moſt remarkable Hills within the ſherifdom of Stirling
are theſe: The Meikle-Bin-Hill,and the Hill of Kilcruich, both ofthem

in the Pariſh ofFintrie. The Hill of Garvil in the Parish ofKilfyth.

TheHills ofCairnock and Dundaff, both ofthem being within the

Pariſh ofst. Ninians.

Thewater of Carronhas its rife to the SouthWest of Dundaff

Caſtle, and runs through a good part of the Shire, till it diſcharge

it felf in the Firth of Forth near Bafouls and Grange: There are

three Stone Bridges onthis Water,the one is call'd the Bridge of

Lerbert, on the high wayhetwixt Lerbert and Falkirk; the fecondis

calledthe Bridge ofDenny, near to the Houſe of Halbertshire: the

third is call'd the NewBridge ofCarron, lying on the high Road

betwixt Glasgow and Stirling, and divides the Pariſh of StNiniang

fromthe Parillh ofKilfyth.

Chap. 2d.

Concerning the Westpart ofthe Shire.

THE Weſt part ofthis Shire (containingthoſe Pariſhes above
named , which Anſwer to the Prefbytery of Dumbarton

together with a part ofKippon ) is full ofMountains and Hills,

with pleasant Vallies upon the Waters.

In this Weſt part of the Shire, is the Houſe ofBuchanan,

and now one ofthe Seats of the Duke of Montrose, as alſo Auchin.

mar; the Seat of a Gentleman ofthe Name of Buchanan. In the

Pariſh of Drymen are, Carbeth, Drumnakill, Craigavairn,Spittle,be-

longing to Gentlemen ofthe NameofBuchanan: as alſo theSeats of

John Mclauchlean ofAuchintroig, Walter Buchan; ofBalfinning, Ro-

bertGrahame ofGartmore, AlexanderGrahameof Dewcherie, Mr.

ArchibaldGovanof Cartness, (whichhe purchas'd from the Heirs of

the LordNapier)Mr.JamesCraig of Dalnair,&Archibald Napier of

Ballaskrean. Inthis Pariſh ofDrymen, John Halden ofGleneagls in

Perth.Ka

/

1
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Perth-Shire& Mungo Halden his Sone, have Lands by whichthey
are Freeholders, in the Sheriffdome ofStirling, and as such have an

Intereſt in the Election of a Commiſſioner to the Parliament. In the

Pariſh of Killearn, are the Seats of JohnGrahame ofKillearn, and

ArchibaldBuntain ofBalglass, Free-holders ( the Lands of Balglass

being lately Purchas'd by ArchibaldBuntain from the Laird ofHouf-

ton) as alſo in this Parish ofKillearn is Ballakenrain, the Seat of

William Napier. In the Pariſh ofFintrie, is the Seat of John Napier

of Kalcreuch a Freeholder. In the Parish ofBadernock is Baldowie,

the Seat ofa Gentleman of the Name of Hamilton. Here is alſo

the Seat ofJohn CampbellofDowen. Inthis Pariſh of Radernock is

the Baronie of Hayſton belonging to John Stirling of Kier, by ver-

tue whereof, as a Free-holder in this Shire, he has an interest in the

Election ofaCommiſſioner to the Parliament. In theparith ofBaffrone,

are the Seats ofArchbald Edmonton of Duntraich, Mofes Buchanan

ofGlins, James Galbraith ofBalgair, John Cuningham of Bandal-

lock Writer to the Signet, and Mr. James Cuningham ofCremining;

all Freeholders . In the Pariſh of Strablean ; Is the Castle ofMug-

dock, one ofthe Seats of the Duke of Montrose ;who has aRegality

here, called the Regality of Mugdock: inthis Pariſh allo is the Seat

ofJames Craig ofCullt. The Duke ofMontrose has alſo another

Regality in the Shire of Stirling, called the Regality of Lennox ;

part ofwhich Regality lys within the Parishes of Drymen, Killearn,

Fintrie, Baffrone, St rablean and Campsey.

In that part of the Parish ofKippon which belongs to the Shireof

Stirling, are the Seats of Archbald Stirling of Carden, John Cuning-

ham of Caddil, Sir James Livingston of Glentirring , Baroner ;

James Grabame of Buchlivie, David Forrester of Culmore, Mr.A-

lexander Leckie of Deſber, Freeholders; as alfo in this part of Kip-

pon, is Broich, the Seat ofaGentleman oftheNameofEdmonafton.

Chap. 3d.

Concerningthe Middle part of the Shire.

THE Middle part of this Shire may be comprehended within
the SevenPariſhes whichbelong to the Prefbytery of Stirling,

"and Iy on the South ſide of the River of Forth: to which may be

added the two Pariſhes ofCampsey andKillyth, inregard theycan-

not conveniently be joyn'd to any other Divifion.

I begin this middle District with an account oftheTown ofStir-

lingand the Caſtle there. This Town in old Writes is call'd Strive-

lin, andthat, as the Inhabitants ſay, by reaſon ofthestriving ofthree

Streams, viz. Forth, Teath, and Allan ; all three joining in one a

little above the Bridge ofStirling. Itmaybealſo called Striveling,

upon another account, becauſe it being the Paſs betwixt North

and South, the two Principal Divifions of the Kingdom, when

any trouble happens, thereuſes to be astriving about this TowR

which of the two contending Parties ſhall get Poſſeſſion of it.

This

:

:
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This Town although it be but the fifth in order in the Rolls

ofthe Royall Burghs, yet may be reckoned as the ſtrongest Town

within the Kingdom, by reaſon of its Situation and Fortifications

added thereto. For it ſtands upon the deſcent of an Hill; and

fromthe Weſt end ofthe Town, to the Gate, calledthe Burroughs

Gateon the Eaſt end, it bath a strong Wall built upon the edge

ofthe declining Rockie hill ; and from thence to the River ofForth

it being a foft ground, there either is or was, or may be, a deep

Foffa or dirch, which may fecure the South, and South east

part of the Town. The East part is ſecured by the Windings and

turnings of the Water ofForth, which is inno place thereabouts

foordable, even when the Tyde is out, and the Water at the loweſt

Ebb. And this reaches to the Bridge, which is ofhewn Stone,

confifting of four Arches, and at the furtheſt end ofit is a Port with

an Iron Gate: From this Bridge up to the Castle is a Ridge ofHills,

declining towards the Town, but in manyplaces almoſt perpendicu
lar, towards the North. Theſe Hills are commonlycalld theGow-

an Hills, or as ſome ſay theGowling Hills, becauſe the People made

a greatGowling or Lamentation, when Duke Murdoch was behead-

edthere. But Hawthornden in his History ofJames the firſt, ſeems

to ſay the Contrary, in regardthe people, as he ſays,were very well

pleaſedwith the Execution.

TheTown confifts of ſeverall Streets; as, the High Street, the

Back-Row, the Baxter's wind, the head of the Baxter's Wind, St.

Mary Wind, the Tolbooth wind, &c. The Church ſtands at theup-

per part ofthe Town, towards the Weſt, it is a stately Fabrick, and

is divided in the Middle by aStone wall, and may very well ſerve

two Minifters Preaching at the ſametime, without the leaſtdiſturb-

ing of one by the other. It has anhigh Steeple; King James the 4th

got it to be erected into aCollegiat Church by PopeAlexander the

Sixth.

In this Church July 29th 1567, James the Sixth was crowned,

and anointed King by theBishop of Orkney, aſſiſtedby two of the

Superintendents. The Sermon was made by John Knox, The Earl

of Morton and the Lord Home tookthe Oath for the King, that he

ſhouldmaintain the Religion received, and minifter Justice equally

to all the Subjects. This King being born in the Castle of Edin-

burgh, on the nineteenth of June 1566, wasCrown'd, being only
13 Months andten days old.

Within few paces of the Church-Porch is the entrie to Cowans

Hoſpital, a Fine convenient Fabrick built uponthe top ofthe Rock

at the Weſt end ofthe Town; it has a very fine Garden adjoining

to it, which has on the South ſide of it, the Town Wall, from

whence andfrom the Houte it felf, there is a very pleaſant Profpect

to the Kings Park, as alfo to the Countrey East, South, and Weſt.

This Hoſpital was founded by a great Summ of Money, left by

Jobn Cowan, ( or Colbown ) a rich Merchant in Stirling , for the

fupply and maintaining of decay'd Merchants there. The Affairs

andRevenues thereof are managed by the Magiftrats and Minister of .

Stirling, whohave purchas'd ſeverall Lands, which now belong to it,

andby vertue of fome of thefe Lands, the Hoſpital is in the Roll of

theL
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the Free-holders of the Shire , and as fuch, the Maſters of the

Hoſpital,pro tempore, haveaVote in the Election of a Commiſſion-
er to the Parliament.

There is alſo near the StMary-wind-Port, another Hoſpital, call'd

Spittals Hoſpital, founded by Robert Spittall, Taylour to King

James the fourth, for the relief ofdecay'd Merchants and Trades-
men. This is alſo managed bythe Magiſtrats of Stirling. The fame

Robert Spittal alfo built the StoneBridge at Down , over the Water

ofTeath.
4

:

T

TheHigh Street of Stirling is very broad, eſpecially at the Eaſt

end where the Croſs ſtands, where they have two weekly Markets

for all forts of proviſions, brought thither from the Countrey,upon

Wednesdays, and Frydays. On the South ſide of the Street hear

the middle of it, is the Trone,and to the South of it, the Tolbooth,

where the Town keeps their Courts ; as alſo the Sheriff, Commiſ

ſary and Justice ofPeace Courts; andother publick Meetings ofthe

whole Shire are kept: It hath a ſtately Steeple ontheNorth end

ofit with a publick Clock fronting the Street. On the Weſt end

of this Street , the Earl of Marhas a ſtately Houſe of hewens

ſtone, ofcurious Architecture , the Front of it is like aPort enter-

ing to a City, and adds much to the beauty ofthe Town: the Rooms

are large, from feveral ofwhich,the whole largeStreet may be ſeen,

it ftanding on the Highest part thereof: from thence alſomay

be feen, the windings ofthe River of Forth towards the East,

&agreat part ofthe Countrey thatway,affording apleasant Profpect.

TheWindings and Turnings ofthis River being ſo many , that

from the Bridgeof Stirling to theTown of Alloway, it is 24miles

by Water, and but 4 by Land , from whence aroſe the commons.

Saying, that TheCrucks ofForth are worth an Earldom in the North.

This Houſe was built by the Earl of Marr, in the Minority of

King James the lixth. Onthe ſecondorthird Stories ofit are stones

placed reſembling great Guns,becauſeat thetimewhenthe Houſe

was building, Lord Claud Hamilton having Intelligence of the fe

curity, wherein the Regent (Matthew Earl ofLennox andGrand-

father to the King ) with the Nobility, lived at Stirling, andhow,

as in a time of fetled Peace, they did not to much as keep a Watch

by night, tookReſolution to invade them,and was therein greatly

encouraged by Captain George Bell ( amanborn in Stirling and

one that knew allthe Paſſages and Streets ) who made offer to

put him and theCompany he ſhould bring withhim, fafely in the

Town. This he communicated to the Earl ofHuntly,Walter Scot

of Bacleugh, and David Spence of Wormeſton,who were allcontent

to joyn in the Enterpriſe. The ſecond of September, anno 1571,

theywent from Edinburgh a little before Sunſetting, accompanied

with 200Foot and 500Horſe, to eaſethe Foot-men, theytook all

the Horſes they could purchase,and cameto the Town about the

Dawning of the day, September 3, and finding all things quiet,

they went to the Noble-mens Lodgings, and finding little or no

Reſiſtance, ſave by the Earl of Morton, but fire being put to the

tothe Laird of Bacleugh. The RegentHouſe he rendered himself

was taken with leſs adoe,as werethe Earls ofGlencairn and Eglin-

:: ton
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ton. The Earl of Marr heating the noiſe, iſſued forth of the

Caſtlewith 16 Perſons only,and entering the back ofthis newLodg.

ing, which wasnot then finiſh'd, played with Muſkets upon the

ſtreet, ſo that he forc'd them to quit the fame. The Towns-men

and others upon this taking Courage, gathered together and put

the Enemyto flight , pursuing them ſo hotly, as they were con-

ſtrained to quit their Priſfoners, and ſome to render themſelves to

thoſe they were leading Captive. The Regentwho wasWormeſton's

Prifoner (for to himhe had rendered)being carried a little without

the Port, when they saw the reſcue coming , was shot by Captain

Calder, and with the ſamebullet,Wormeſton (whodidwhat hecould

On to fave the Regent ) was ſtricken dead. The Regent being laid in

at Bed and his Wound dreſſed, his Bowels being cut, died ſome

hours after. There fell atthistime onthe Regents ſide ſome 24,

amongſt whom the most eminent wereGeorge Ruthven Brother to

the Lord Rutbuen, and Alexander Stuart of Garlies: of the other

dfide, as many were flain, and divers taken Priſoners, among whom

and were the two Captains Bell and Calder, who were executed as Trai

tors. The Lord Claud Hamilton with the Earl of Huntly and the

reſteſcaped.

ar

SU

B

nay

The Earl ofMarr is faidto have kept a verygreat Port inthis

Houſe, which occafioned one of the Stirling Merchants , who had

been merchandizing on the Baltick, to ſaywhen he came home,

that the Earl of Marr kept agreater Houſe there, than the King of

Denmark either did, or could keep. Sure Iam, on that part of the

hat Houſe, which looks to the back Court,there is this Inſcription,

les

101

of

ESSPY. SPEIK. FVRTH. AND. SPAIR. NOTHT

CONSIDDER. VEIL. 1. CAIR. NOTHT.

nd A little further in the High-Scoolor Castle-wind, there is ano

outther fine Houſe, of a newer Architecture and Contrivance, with fe-

fe veral Apartments and Gardens; ( it was at firſt built by Sir Willi-

dam Alexander Principal-fecretaryof ſtate to King Charles the firſt,

and by him created Earl ofStirling, anno 1633 ) it now belongs to

tch the Duke ofArgyle.

L

Alittle from this towards theCaſtle, is theHigh-School, in which

and there is a principal Maſter, and under him two Doctors or Uſhers,

10 the firſt for teaching the Rudiments, Vocables ,&c. and the other

for teaching English andWriting. Hardby the School there is a

large 1pace ofGround calledthe Valley, in which the Scholars re

create themſelves ; init there is a great Fair yearly, September8th,

wherein are fold manyHorſes,as alſomany young Fillies brought

from the Highlands. This Fair is call'd alſo the Riding-fair,be-

cauſe frequently at it, the Town ride in a great Parade to the end

of their Jurildiction beyond the Bridge : They have alſo another

great Fair, on the 22d ofOctober for Cows, as alſo ſome other Fairs

which I need not particularly mention.

There aremany other fine Houſes in this Town , which I shall

ſhall not notice, ſave one which furnishes me with Particulars

worthy the noticeing. viz. the Ministers Manſe. It stands near

:

La the
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the Eaſt end of theChurch, and looks Eastward to the Street cal-

ledthe Back-row, wherem the Fleſhers keep their Market. It is

three Stories high, in the lowest whereof,is a Stable,&Coal Houſe :

together with a Bake-Houſe, and Brew houſe, furnished with ne

ceffaries, at the expences of the Reparation Box. for in this Town

they have a Laudable Cuſtome, not used in other places, viz. At

the Church door on the Lords days, they have two ſeverall Per

fons appointed to collect Peoples Charity, the one is allotted for

the Poor ; the other is called the Reparation; and out of this

Money to Collected, the Church,Manſe and Belfrey are repaired:

as alfo the Servants belonging to the Churchand Bellfrey, with

ſeverall other things relating thereto, are ſatisfied and payed. Upon

the Eaft end of this Manſe, ſeverall years fince, but whether it be

defac'd by continuance of time Iknow not, were plac'd the Bax-

ters Arms, viz three Piels, and I was toldthat the Houſe was ei-

ther built or enlarged by one Colonel Edmonds, who was a Baxters

Son in this Town, and being a young Boy, upon fome occafion

or other, which I cannot particularly remember, he run away and

wentover to theLow Countries, and theretook on to bea Soldier,

where he behav'd himselfſo Gallantly, that at lengthhe was ad-

vanc'd to be a Colonel; after this being in Company withſome fel-

low Officers, aMan came to him, and speaking Scots,theColonel

afked him, whatNews from Scotland, the Scots-Man expecting to get

ſome largeReward from him, realy'd your Coufin, my Lord

is very well, your Coufin SirJohn &c. are all well, with

feverall fuch Anſwers, The Colonel then told his fellow Officers,

that he knew this Man was a Scots Man by his Language, but he

wasbut a bafe Sycophant, and therefore pack'd him outofhis pre-

fence, telling his Comerads that he was noways related to thoſe

Lords and Gentlemen,he himselfbeing the Son ofan honest Bax-

ter in Stirling. I have feen a pair of Colours which the Town

madeufe ofintheir publick Rendevouzes, which they faid wasgi-

ven or fent to them by this honest Colonel. I was alſo told then,

that once when he came back to Stirling, the Magiſtrats and o-

thers went out to meet and Conduct him to his Lodging , he

wou'd not go to any Houſe, but that where his old Father and

Mother dwelt in, as alfo that when the Earl of Marr invited him

esther to Dinner, or Supper he refus'd unleſs his Father andMo-

ther came withhim,and were plac'd at Table abovehim.

The Town is govern'd by a Provoſt , and four Bailies , Mer-

chants. Their Town Councilconfifts of oneand twentie Perſons .

viz. The Provoſt and four Bailies, the Dean ofGuild, the The-

faurer, ſeven other Merchants ; Seven Deacons of Trades, viz. the

Hammermer, Baxters, Fleſhers, Skinners, Shoe-makers, Weavers and

Taylors : out of which ſeven Deacons of Trades, one is choſen

Deacon Conveener by the reſt. All theſe one and twentie Members

ofCouncil are chofen yearly at Michaelmas, and theDean of Guild

is always Prafes ofthe Town Council;which is contrary to the

Cuſtom of other Towns, wherein the Provoſt is always Preſident.

The Seal of the Town carries on the one fide, the Bridge with

aCroſs in themiddle of it, andArmedmen on each fide of it, with

this Inſcription. Hic
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HicArmis Bruti, Scotiſtant bic cruce tuti.

Andon the other fide a large ſtrong Caſtle inaWood, with this

Mono.

Continet hoc inſe Nemus et Caftrum Strivlingenſe.

that is, The Britainsstandby force ofArms

The Scots are by this Cross preferu'dfromHarms

The Castle andthe Wood ofStirling Town.

Are in the compass ofthis Seal fet down.

The mention made here ofaWood, argues the great Antiquity

ofthe Seal, for now there are ſmall, ifany remains ofthe Wood.

The famous Poets, John Johnston, and Arthur Johnston, have

writtenElogies oftheTowns.

That ofJohn Johnston's on Stirling is thus .

Regiafublimis celsa deſpectat ab arce,

Pendula ſub biferis mænia structajugis.

Regum angufta parens, Regum nutricula natis

Hincfibi Regifico nomine tota placet.

Hofpita fed cuivis, quovisfub nomine, amicus

Sive es, feu non es, boſpes an boftis item,

Pro lucro cedit damnum; Difcordia triftis

Heu quoties procerumfanguine tinxit bumum !

Hoc uno infelix, atfelix catera, nusquam

Letioraut califrons, geniusuefoli.

ARTHUR JOHNSTONS is thus

Sterlino quis digna canate cunabula Reges

Hic fuafecuris imposuere jugis,

AuraJalutifera eſt, facit hoc vicinia Cali,

Nec datur asavo tutior boſte Locus.

Adfpicis bicgeminas structas in rupibus Arces;

Tectaque Tarpeii turribus aqua Jovis,

Fortha triumpbales bic, dum fugit, excipit arcus,

Cogitur& curvoſubdere colla jugo..

Haud aliter Phrygiis ludit Mzander in oris,

Sape fluit, trepidansſape recurſat aqua.

Orbe pererrato levis huc veſtigia flectens

Advena, miratur Ruris & Urbis opes.

Admiranda quidemfunt hæc,& carmine digna,

Plus tamen bic virtus Martia laudis habet:

Nonfemel Auſonios Sterlinum reppulit Enfes,

Limes & Imperii quem bibit, amnis erat.

The RomanshadaStation here, where ſome ofthe Legio ir a-

bode, and this, 'tis like might have given riſe to the Town ; as
Roman Stations have done to many in this Iſland.

It is thought thatJuliusAgricola firſt laid a Bridge overthe Ri
M ver
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ver here, it was for a long time onlyof Timber, but in later times

itwas built of Stone.

The Town is well fitted for Trade andCommerce, andis the beſt

paſs from theNorth parts to the South. There are many Salmon

taken in theRiver of Forth. The Town ofStirling is HeritableBay-

ly of this River, from the Drip-Coble above the Bridge, to theAb-

bacy of Cambuskeneth , Eastward from the Town, neer to which

there is an Haven belonging to the Town, whereto Ships ofſmall

burdencome up.

The Town of Stirling kept the Standart for the Jugg, or Pint,

Chopin&c. for all wet Mafures within the Kingdome; as the

Town of Linlithgow kept the ſtandart for Dry Meaſures , viz.

theBoll, Furlet, Peck &c.

This Town had always oneCommiſſioner to Repreſent them in

the Parliament or Convention of Eſtates ; but since the Union the

Burghs of Innerkeithing, Dunfermling, Queensferry, Culrofs and Stir-

ling, being in conjunction, ſend only oneMember to repreſent them
in the British Parliament.

Mr. Sletzer in his Theater has proſpects both of the Town and

the Castle.

The Castle ſtands at the head oftheTown towards the North-

Weft ; It hath ftatelybuildings in it, raiſed by King James the

fifth. In it there is a ſpacious and stately Hall, which may ferve

for the receiveing, ar.d entertainment ofForeign Ambaſſadors, and

other Royal Solemnities..King Jamesthe Sixth built a fine Com-

modious Chapel, wherein his eldest Son Prince Henry was ſolemn-

ly and in great State Baptized, August 1594. by Mr. David

Cuninghame,Bishop ofAberdeen,The Ambaſſadours from the Queen

ofEngland, the King of Denmark, the Duke of Brunswick, Megel-

burgh, with the Eſtates oftheUnited Provinces, being preſent. vid.

Spotfwood. Page 406.

The Earl ofMar is Hereditarie Governour of the Castle, which

is furnished with Cannon, and other Warlick Proviſions, being one as

of the chief Magazines of theKingdom, ſtanding upon aconfider-

able part, near theCenterthereof. The South part ofit ſtands upon

a high Rock almoſt Perpendicular, and beneath it is the Royall Park,

being very large, and furrounded with agood Stone Wall, on the

North Eaſt part of whichPark, there is anOrchard,andthe Veſtiges

ofa large and ſpacious Garden.

Having thus given a large account ofthe Townof Stirling and

Caſtle there, I proceed togive a more full account ofthis part of

the ſhire than whatwas onlygiven in the General Deſcription.

Pages 37. & 38.

This Countrey is well watered with the waters of Kelvin, Bony

and Carron. And in it are very many Seats of the Nobility and

Gentry. I ſhall only mention fome ofthe moſt remarkable.

The Town of Kitfyth increaſeth inBuildings ; ſeverall Inſcrip-

tions were found in the Neighbourhood of it, an account ofmany

ofthem may be leen in the Inquiries about the RomanWalls. The

Vilcount of Killyth, a Cadet of the Family of the Livingſtons

Earls of Linlithgow, hath two or three Seats here, one above the
Town
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Town and another Eaſt from it call'd Collyam Castle. The Great

Marqueſs of Montrose, in the time ofthe Civil War, on the fix-

teenth day of August 1645. obtained a ſignal Victory, neer to the

Town of Kilfyth, where about fix thousand of the Covenanters

were faid tobe ſlain,

In the Pariſh ofCampsey are the Seats of Sir Mungo Stirling of

Giorat, Baronet, John Lennox of Wood-head; Hugh Mokfarland of

Kirkton. Mungo Stirling of Craigbarnet. Kincaid of that Ilk.

Kincaid of Auchinrae. Lindſay of Balquborage.

As alſo of Mr. Patrick Bellof Anterminne, aFreeholder.

In the Pariſh of Lerbert is Torwood-head the Seat of the Lord...

Forresters: in it alfo is Woodfyde the Seat of Sir Henry Rollock,a

Free holder. As alſo the Seat of Robert Elphinston of Quarrel, a

Freeholder, in whoſe ground is plenty of good Coal. As alſothe

Seat ofAlexander Bruce ofKinnard a Free-holder , who hath alfo

plenty of good Coal inhis ground. SirWilliam Bruce of Stainis

Baroner, has alſo his Seat in this Pariſh. In the Pariſh of Duni-

pace now annext to the Pariſh of Lerbert, are the Seats ofSir

Archibald Primrose of Dunipace, and of William Stirling ofHal-

bertſhire, both Free-holders.

In the Pariſh ofBothkennar, are the Seats of William Hunter of

Kirkton and Gabriel Ranken of Orchard-head; Freeholders. As al-

fo of William Bruce of Newton, John Calander of Weston; Jobn

Symfon of Stone-house with a fine Orchard ofvery good Fruit Trees

belonging to it. In this parith alſo Mr. James Dallas of St Martin

has his dwelling houſe called North-Newton.

In the Pariſh of Airth is the Houſe of Elphinston, the Seat of

the Lord Elphinston. This Houſe is well ſituated,having a large Firr

Park as alſo Coal and Salt Pans belonging to it. In this Pariſh

are the Seats ofWilliam Dundas now calledWilliam Elphinston of

Airth, in right of his Ladie Elizabeth Elphinston Heireſs to Richard

Elphinston of Calder-ball, who alfo Married the Heireſs: TheAn-

cient Surname of this Familie was Bruce. Inthis Pariſh alſo are the

Seats ofFames Bruce ofPorofoules, John Wrightof Carfy; Freehol-

ders: as alſo the House ofLetham belongingto the Lord Forrester;

but HughWallace of Ingleston hath asmuch of the Eſtate as En-

titles himto be a Freeholder within this Shire. Here is alſo the

Seat of Alexander Miln of New-milnshardbyHeggins-nook, where

over against Kincardin, the Firth is ſo very narrow that aCry may

beheard on each side;andnear to it is theHaugh of Airth.

ThePariſh of St. Ninians being very large and Populous, has in

it a great Number of confiderable Gentlemens Houſes, The Princi-

pal are, the Seats of John Murray ofPolmais, avery ancient Fami-

ly oftheName of Murray. Archibald Seton of Touch a very An-

cient Family defcended ofthe Earls of Winton: one ofthis Gentle-

mans Predeceffors, being Married with theGordons ofHuntley, pre-

tends thereby to have a Title to the Ancient Eſtate thereof. Sir

Hugh Paterson ofBonnock-burn,Grand-child to SirHugh Paterson

Writter to the Signet, and keeper of the Signet under the Earl of

Moray, Secretary of State forthe Kingdom of Scotland, The Eſtate

ofbonnockburn was many years fince belonging to the Name of
DrummendM2
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:

Drummond, and upon that account, the Houſe was call'd Drummonds

Hall, from them it came to aGentleman ofthe Name ofRollock, and

at laſt was purchas'd by Sir Hugh Paterson; it hath great plenty of

good Coal and other Conveniencies, lying little more than two

Miles from the Townof Stirling. Mr. Charles Bennet of Livielands

Sheriff Depute, Robert Rollock of Poreboule John Glass of Sau-

chie . Archbald Monroe of Achinbowie ; There is a Coal-Heugh

within a Stones caſt of the Gate of this Houſe. John Nairn of

Green-yards. Sir Thomas Nicolson of Balcaſkie, SirJames Dunbar

of Mochrum, and Sir John Schaw of Grennock Coheirs of the

Lands of Carnock and Plean in this Pariſh of St. Ninians. John Ca-

lander ofCraig-forth, lying betwixt the Caſtle of Stirling and the

water of Forth. All theſe forenamed, are Free-holders. As alſo

John Erskine of Balgownie in Perthſhire, for his Lands called the

Throſk, in this Parith, towards the Firth of Forth; Here is a Pot-

terie, where Earthen Pots, and ſeverall other Leam Veſſelsare made;

John Wordie of Campus-baron, in this Parish, is alſo a Freeholder

as Laird of Taylzerton, in this Pariſh, purchased by him from Hugh

Forsyth ofGarvel in the Pariſh ofDenny. Forrester of Cooks-

pow inthis Pariſh, is alſo a Freeholder, for his Lands ofCarfebennie

in this Pariſh. Alſo in this Pariſh are the Seats of Mr. FrancisNa-

pier of Craigannet, William Livingston of Weſter Green-yards, Mr.

John Wingate of Charteris ball, Mr. Robert Murray of Wester-livi-

lands, John Dick of Kirk ofthe Muir.
In the Pariſh ofGargonnock, are the Seats of Henry Cuningham of

Boquban ; and George Moirof Leckie, both of them Freeholders.

In this Parith alſo isa fine Stone houſe called from the Name of the

Parish or elfe the Pariſh fromit. It belongs to Sir James Campbell of

Ardkinlass: In this Pariſh alſo is Merklewood, belonging to David

Grahame, and Red-hall belonging to one of the Name of Stirling.
:

Chap: 4th

Concerning the East part ofthe Shire.

THE Eaſt part of the Shire, comprehends all the Countrey from
South to North, that lyes in aLine Eaſt from Falkirk, which

is ſited betwixt the water of Carron and the water of Avon to its

mouth .

I ſhall begin with the Town ofFalkirk, a Burgh of Baronie, much

embellished with feverall Buildings by the firſt Earl of Calander

who founded an Hoſpital there, and built the Town-houſe: his Ne-

phew who ſucceeded,added to them a Fountain curioufly built : there

is a Seat of the Earl in the Town, and a fine Church, in the yard

whereof lies the Nobleand valiant Sir John Grakame,who was killed

in a Battel by the English near to the Town: he has a Monumentwith

this Inſcription,

Mente manuque potens, et Vallæ fidus Achates

Conditur hic Gramias, bello interfectus ab Anglis.

:

Vivit poftfunera Virtus.
And
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Andround about it are theſe following Verſes,

:

Here lyes Sir John theGrahame, bothWight, andWife

1

One of the Chiefs, rescued Scotland thrice;

Ane better Knight ne're tothe worldwas lent,

He died July XXII 1298.

ThanwasgoodGrahame, ofTruth andHardiment.

Here is alſo aTombe Stone upon Mr Richard Calender, who firſt

was Minister of Cockburns path, and thereafter tranſported toFal-

kirk, wherehe dy'd. It hath on it thus,

TUMULUS Magiftri Richardi Calender, qui obiit 29. Januarij 1686.

Stirpe Sacerdotum prognatus utrinque, Sacerdos

Hicjacet innocuus, Vir fine fraudeSagax;

Quotque dies Menfis Biffextus continet, annos

Tot fuit buic divi credita curagregis :

Sexalibi, bic annos bis denos treſque peregit,

Dum cafto uſquefuas cordefovebat oves.

Solis rite cyclo, quoadavum, bis repetito,

Nunquam fatflendus,feu reverendus, obit.

In this Parith is Seabegs, the Seat of aGentle-man of the Name

of Brozen. As alſo Caftle cary, the Seat ofAlexander Baillie, a learn-

edGentle-man well feen in the Antiquities, andthe Genealogies of

the Heritors ofthe Shire, he has ſeveral Roman Monuments in his

Neighbourhood, and can give a good account of them .

To theSouth ofthe Town is Pantaſkin, the Seat ofa Gentleman of

theName ofLivingston,ofwhichthere are ſeverall others in this Shire.

The Seat of the Livingstons was in Ancient time,at the Peal ofLi-

vingston, till one ofthat Houſe was Married to a Daughter of Calan-

der ofthat Ilk, to him King Robert the Bruce gave the Lands and

the Barony of Calander. His Succeffor Sir Alexander Livingston

of Calander, was great Counſellor to King James the firſt, andwas

by him appointed Governour to KingJames the Second, in whoſe

Minorityhe was Governour ofScotland. He orhisHeirwas firſt crea-

ted Lord Livingston, and about the year 1603, Alexander LordLi-

vingston was by KingJames the Sixth created Earl of Linlithgow,

and was oneofthe Commiſſioners for the Union, 1604.

TheHouse ofCalander is a NobleSeat, with fine Buildings addedto

the Castle ofCalander, the Seatof the Calanders, the laſt ofwhich

was forfaulted foradhering to Baliol. James Livingston, ſecond Son to

Alexander the firſt Earl of Linlithgow, was a Gallant Gentleman, fa-

mous for his Atchivements inthe Wars ofthe Low-countries , where

he was a Colonel, and afterwards was a Lieutenant General in

the Civil Wars , he purchaſsed from his Brother, theEſtate ofCalan-

der, and was firſt created Lord Almond, andthen Earl ofCalander

in the year 1641 ; he lived ingreatReputation,till he was above eighty

years ofage, and was renowned for his Hoſpitality. The Earldoms

of Linlithgow and Calander are now both in the Perſon of the pre-

fent Earl, who beſides the lands and Commands and Offices he has

in the Shire of Linlithgow; as Earl of Calander, s Heretable Sheriff

of Stirling -shire, and either inpropertie or Superiority hasmoſt ofthe

Pariſhes of Falkirk, Slemanan and Moranſyde ;he has a Dwelling Houſe

at Falkirk, his chief Seat is at Calander,East ofthe Townof Falkirk:

be
N

۱۰
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:

:

hehas another atAlmond,formerly calledHayning inMoranſidePariſh.

The Calander has a large Wood adjacent to it, with Walks cut

through it, and Fish Ponds near the Houſe, and Gardens, and large In-

cloſures to the East and West: aCadet of the Familyhas Westquarter,

a pleaſant Seatwith much Planting a little to the eaſt of Calander. Near

to this are the feats of Kitblayn Glen Halgen Sheilbill Langtoun.

The Country which lyeth to the ſouth though it be much Moore and

part of it Moſs, yet it enjoyeth by its riſing ſituation, awholeſome

Air, and very lately dieda fewer there, call'dGeorgeWaddellived to

a great age, ofwhom more particularly in the next Chapter. There

is much Coal in the rifing ground , and tho it be more fit for

Paſture , yet it wants not good Corn fields. The South fide

flopes gently towards the Water of Avon: there are ſeverall Gentlemens

Seats there , as Alridge, Dalqubarne, and theJaa's and to theEast

is Park-bill, the Seat of a Gentleman oftheName of Livingſton where

there is a Copite Wood. There are alſo the Seats of Ealmitchel, Bank-

head, Bogo, Raſbibill. Bochaftle, Langrig and Glentorie, Palmiller,

Somerbouſe, Mildridge, and there are in this Tract, Elach-loch, Loch of

Finlech, and the Blackloch,the Meikle and the leſs;Blackloch Seat,Ary-

loss and Dykebead.

:

1

د
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In Moranfide is Gilston, Whytesyde, Roch-haugh, and the Caſtle of

Haining, now Almond houſe, a neat Houſe with a Wood and fine

Gardens about it : thenMadisioun and Cumistoun, andGillanderstand

and Croneriſland and Gillanderſtant, Woodfide, Cammoor, andBam-

bryich, and cloſe upon the water ofAvon is the Nunnery ofEmanuel,

ofwhich before: and a little to the West of it is the Houſe and Bank-

ofNuik the pleaſant Seat of a Gentleman ofthe Name ofDalziel.

Upon theNorth ſide ofthe Highway, is the Baronie of Pomont,

which belongs to the Duke ofHamilton, where there are ſeveral He-

retors and Feuars holding ofhis Grace, And upon the Water ofA-

von is Walkmilton a Village, Clerkſtoun, and Windyedge andWhitfide

the Hill and Miln-bil and Pomont Miln.

Upon theNorth east ofthis part of the Shire betwixt theWater

ofCarron & Avon are ſeveral Seats oftheGentrie,as Daldaris,Dona-

tor the Seat of Calander,Cadet of the Antient Family ofthat

Name;&Carse Caſtle the Seat ofSirAlexander Hope, where beſides

the Tower are fi e low Buildings with Gardens and Inclosures ; in

former times the Seat ofMonteith ofCarsan ancient FamilyofNote,

ofwhich there were ſeveral Cadets,as Randefurdeand Milnbill. Ab-

bots-Grangethe Seat ofGoodbell Eſquire, Carfy-Bank the Seat ofMr.

George Shaw Advocat Bercrofts a fine Houſe with Gardens and In

clofurs, the Seat ofaGentle-manofthe Name ofHamilton.

This part ofthe Countrey alſo,much of it in ancient times, hath

been covered with the Sea, and oweth its Fertlity to the Slime,and

atEarth brought downby the Spates ofCarron Water, whichſome

times carries off large Parcels of Ground, and lays it ſometimes on

the one fide, ſometimes on the other, upon which account the Inha

bitants are obiiged to make large Dykes, which in few years muſt

be altered andplaced elsewhere. The Contrey is moiſt,and the Wa

ter in the Chanels is faltith, and therfore it is not ſo healthful

as the higherGround.

Chap.
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Chap. 5th.

Concerningsome further Obfervables in this Shire.

Ear to theHouse ofStannis ſtands the Roman Monument,which

N by the Vulgar is calledArthurs-Oven. It is thought it got
that name by King Edwards order, whenhe was abont the demo-

liſhing ofit. Beside the Portal with the Inſcription which he took

down, I perceived ſome Letters within it delete , and upon the

North ſide of it within,there is a St. George's Croſs of later Sculp-

ture than the other,in aShield, asArines are done. Ihave givenRea-

fonsto make itappear that it was a Temple, built by the Emperour

Severus when hemade that the Limit of the Roman Empire, and

beſide the Reſemblance it hath to the Roman Temple, the Pantheon,

my Friend the Reverend Mr.Woodraw hatha Piece ofaPatera fuch

aswas used in Sacrifices, that was foundnear to it. There is in the

CommonHall ofthe College ofEdinburgh, amongst the Curioſities

collected by Sir Andrew Balfour, the Interior part of the Horns of

a Bull of a great Bulk, which was digged out of the ground near to

thisMonument, calledÆdes Termini; ſo it ſeems there have been fa-

crifices there. More anent this Monumentmay be ſeen inthe Inquiries

concerning theRoman Monuments inthis part ofBrittain: p. 42. c.

I take the Town, the Vulgar calls Camelon, over against this

Temple, on the South ſide thereof, to have beenbuilt by the order

of the Emperor Severus alfo. Herodian tells that he was cupidus

nominis Britannici, which in the old Inſcriptions ofhim, 'tis one of

his Titles, and ſo it's like he orderedtheſe Monuments to be erected

tothe Honour of his Name.

At Dunnipace are the two Artificial Monuments , called Duni

pacis, faid to have been rais'd upon the Romans bounding their

Empire thereabout: andNorth-east from that is the Village of Lar-

bert,where there is a large Stone Bridge over Carron water,and inthe

Village is a Church ſaid to be builtby Mr. Robert Bruce ofKinaird,

anEminent Miniſter, inKing James the Sixths time.

There were two Battels in this Shire, betwixt the Scots and Eng

lish; the first in Falkirk Moor, where the Scots were defeated, and

the valiant Sir JohnGrabamwas killed, July XXII. 1298. Anno

23. Edw. 1. The other,that famous one, at Bonnockbourn , where

King RobertBrucedidobtain thegreat Victory overthe English, on

St. John Baptist's Day, July 24. 1314. Anno 8. Edw. 2.

TheNobility that are Heritors in this Shire , are the Dukes of

Hamilton,Argile,Montrose,& Roxburgh (Heritor ofthe Barony ofAb-

botsgrainge, ofold belonging to the Abbot ofHoly-rood-house ). The

Earls ofMar,Buchan Linlithgow or Calander,Wigton, Hopton. Vif-

count of Kilfith. TheLords Elphinston,Napier&Forrester. The princi-

palGentle-menare already mentioned intheir respectivePariſhes;the

moſt ancient Namesbeing Bruce,Murray, Living on and Elphinoſton.

Not long fince, there was an Earth-quake which did affect the

Lands lying on both the fides oftheFirth: and left ſeveral Chinks

viſible inthe Ground.
:

Na Abuot
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About a quarter ofa Mile beneath the Bridge of Carron, dividing

St. Ninians fromKilſyth,is Auchinlillie Lin,where there is a largeCave

over which the water runs, it may contain an hundred men,and on-

lyone can enter inattheMouth thereofat once,&that hardly with.

out creeping and one Manmay defendthe entrie againſt 500.

There happened anod accident in the ground lying betwixtKin-

aird and Carnock, about the year 1636, aMan digging the Mofs

: there for Peets , went ſo deep that the Water got in betwixt and the

Natural Soil below, and the Cruft ofMoſs above it, and inProceſs

oftime ſwelled to a Prodigious hight, and thereafter it burſt, and

moved caſtward, and did cover a Gentlemans whole Eſtate, and part

ofthe Lands belonging to Bruce ofKinaird, Letham and fome other

Heritors in the Neighbourhood ; fince, much of that uponthe fides

has been recovered,by burning the Moſs indry Summers, andis made

good Arable ground.
t

:

GeorgeWaddelof Balwbetſton, in the pariſh of St. Laurence or

Slemanan, a Vaſſal of the Earl of Calender's, liv'd to the age ofa-

bout 107 or 109 years, a very ſenſible and underſtanding Man,

who died about 5 or fix years fince,and a little time beforehisdeath,

The cameon his foot to the Town of Falkirk, and return'd , kept his

Senfes, and underſtanding till his dying day. This Information

wasgot from his Grandchild AndrewWaddel, whoſe Father was

the faid George's eldeſt Son..

:

:

Chap. 6th.
if

:

Concerning the Natural Products ofthe Shire.

INAncient times therewas akind ofWhiteBulls which haunted
much the Woods of this Shire, they were very fierce, and could

not be tamed, but it seems few or none ofthem are foundnow. Our

Hiſtoriaus fancie theywere Jubati. vide Epiſc. Lefleum.

TheMoors abound with all fort of wild-fowl; fuch asMoor-foul,

Black-cock , Plovers and Lapwings. The Waters , both fresh and

falt, affoord many forts ofFish. Many oftheGentry get Salmonds

in their Powes; and Spirlings are taken in great quantities, near Stir-

ling.
:

There is much good free-ftone for Building, in thehigher grounds.

And Coal is found in plenty all over the Countrey: there are alfo

Salt- Pans, in which Salt is made.

L

There are many curious Plants growing in the Woods and inthe

Moors Ofmunda regalis is found in Hayning-Wood,and the Pyrola
intheMoors. Upon the Coaſt, ſeveral Curious Plants grow, of.

which there is an account in the Deſcription of the Firth ofForth.

Near to Emanuel fome curious Capillaries are found.

The Carfs grounds, for the beſt Grains, are equal to the fertilet

land any where elſe.
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