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noble household , the High Steward being renowned for his 
learning , courtesy and wisdom . 

Thus , for five years , he enjoyed a courtly life , during 
which time Gersdorff had no reason to regret that he had 
summoned Berch , nor Berch that he had answered the summons . 
He did not lose sight of his plans for travel , however , and 
when Copenhagen was relieved from the Swedish siege , he ob
tained a Royal appointment to the University as professor 
in Philology , Poetry , Chemistry and Botany in 1660 . He 
disputed for the chair and obtained leave of absence from 
his duties as tutor . '' My dear Berch , your virtues have made 
your fortune in my house , I shall complete it on your return " , 
were Gersdorff ' s farewell words to him . 

Setting out on St . Martin ' s day in 1660 he directed his 
course towards the Netherlands , spending a little while in 
Hamburg , where he had discourse with Schuppius and the cele
brated physicians Cassius and Michael Kirstein . 

In the Netherlands , the flourishing towns and the multi
tude of learned scholars attracted his eyes and his mind . 
For two years he enjoyed being familiar with Linden , Sylvius, 
van Horne , Hornius , Gronovius , Vossius , Vorstius , Coccejus , 
Rumphius , Blasius , Barbettius , Origanus , Kekelius , Marcgra
vius and others , gathering from tnem the indispensable fruits 
of progress in knowledge and learning . The death of his best 
advocate , Joachim Gersdorff , was a fatal blow to him , and 
made him realize the frailness of the human condition , the 
transience and wantonness of our wishes and expectations . 
Soon , however , Berch had to pull himself together , friends 
of the deceased prevailing upon him to resume the tutelage 
of three of Gersdorff ' s orphan sons , whom he received into 
his lodgings to be guided towards virtues and honest disci
pline , which Barch faithfully did , to the best of their 
future high position . First he spent a year conducting their 
studies before taking them through Flanders and Brabant to 
London . During a month there he won the favour of Swan , 
whose influence gave the young Gersdorffs access to the 
Royal Court in June 1663 . Berch himself forged friendships 
with Kenelm Digby , Chancellor to the Queen Mother , and with 
Robert Boyle , Charleton , Moseler, Poleman and others . At 
Oxford he conversed with Dr . Willis , Wallis, Edmund Dic kin
son and Robert Sharroch . Travelling through the counties of 
Gloucester , Bristol , Wells , Salisbury and Canterbury he took 
note of anything concerning the arts and the secrets of 
nature. 

Towards the end of August, they travelled to France, in
specting Dieppe and Rauen before settling in Paris, the city 
whose considerable population furnished examples of virtue 
rewarded to encourage the young Gersdorffs in their hones 
ambitions, and, likewise, of depravity punished o eter 
them from vice. Barch himself was content o stay there for 
two years in the company of erudite, exper · enced men with 
a thirst for knowledge, iscussing problems with renown 





29 . -30 . VIII . 1661 . Leiden . Rompff ' s album amicorum . 

Borchard Cnipping . Vera lavs sciri fugit , ipse pul
cher se sua Titan prohibet videri 
Luce : qvi totus potuit latere 
major habetur . 

Pr~terit mutas bene cYmba ripas ; 
qv~ simul ravcis strepuere saxis , 
In latus cavtam sapiens memento 
avertere proram . 

Virga virens Zeph9ris , nervo 
curvabitur arcus , 
Igne chalybs , adamas sangvine , 
cor de Deus . 

Transeundum s9mb : 

Ducherus . Amicitia pares sempe r avt facit , avt 
accipit . 

Minut . fel : in Octav : 

Tambonneau . Si vis tibi omnia subjicere , te subjice 
rationi , omnia reges , si te ratio 
rexerit . 

Sen : 

Joh . Meinhard Docemius . Tempus , vitam , animam , nu
mosqve impendimus avlis 

Hei mihi ! pro meritis pr~
mia qvanta manent? 
Avla dedit nobis rescripta 
notata papyro , 
Et sine mente sonos , et si

ne corde manus . 

in Anti-camera Ferdinandi , 
in fenestra adamante sculpta . 

Delautrige . Fortuna Evripus . Innumerabi es esse mar
bas miraris? coqvos numer . Senec . 

Paix et peu . 

Rothausen. Temnere mundum , temnere nullum , emnere 
se se , Temnere se temni ; qva tuor is a 
bean t . 

Knop us . Ante obitum felix nemo, nee n e miser . 

L c ze. Qvam felic'ter e vitat, qvem gr t1 Del 
portat . 

Th .. a Ke plS . 

30. Avgus : adfuit mihi ... Sco us, • 1 n rr v1 v n er 

Acad m1 s esse 1n Scoti~, s n r o-

pol n ss nobil1or s, 1n Ac x r-
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3 . -5 . IX . 1661 . Leiden . A doctor ' s banquet . Merian ' s lamp etc . 

Rudnicio , hinc ejus conviva fui cum D. Schrodero , Goclenio , 

Schr6tzrneiero , Odero , Janichio , PoJ.ono etc : 

Bavdij extemporale carmen ad socios Lipsium et Dousam : 

Lipsius est Atheus , furibundus Dousa Poeta , 
Neute r arnat vera religione Deum . 

4 . Apud D. Joachimurn Merianum in pa tr iam abiturum , cuj cum 
-

al i qvid de excipiendo spiritu vini pos t qvam arsisset sernel , com

rnun icassern , hunc modum perpe t ui ignis ab eadem spiritu videbatur 

sibi videre : 
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A. est vas cupreurn cinerib . plenum , cuj phiala ines- . bb alembi

cus ; c . lampadis lacuna , in qvam sp . vini ex ros ~a d . dest·l

lat . 

1ulta tamen h1c obstant , cur res non proce at . 

(67a) arratum a On . Jager esse in vicinia Insul 

fontem, vi prout accedit recedit ve mare , 
• • 1nan ur, manente tamen va 1 15 dulcl, 

cer o v m m r nam perco t1one ulcescer . 
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