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The Statue. 

Foremost amongst the names of those of literary ability and eminence 

associated with Norwich, stands prominently that of Sir Thomas Browne, 

whose works have placed him in a distinguished position as a great 

thinker. 

It had been considered by many of his admirers that we had too long 

neglected to do honour to so learned a scholar of the seventeenth century, 

and that a special memorial ought to be placed in the city in which 

he passed two-thirds of his life, and in which most of his works were 

written. 

In I 897 this idea took a practical shape. A few citizens met and 

appointed a large and influential coma1ittee ; from this a few gentlemen were 

selected to whom the subject was ultimately referred, and they formed the 

Executive Committee. 

After several meetings the Committee finally decided that the most 

suitable form of memorial, and one which would be most acceptable not only 

to the citizens of Norwich, but to all admirers of Sir Thomas Browne, 

should be in the form of a bronze statue. This proposal met with the 

most hearty approbation of all persons interested in the matter, and at once 

received very influential support, medical and general. 

At the end of seven years a sufficiently large sum of money had been 

raised to justify the Committee in selecting a sculptor. Mr. Henry Pegram, 

A.R.A., \Vas the artist whose design of a statue commended itself to the 

majority of the Committee as being the most appropriate for the purpose, 

and to him the commission was entrusted. 

A site in the Haymarket, which had lately been restored to its former 

state of an open space, was granted by the Town Council. On that site 

the Memorial Statue was placed, and unveiled by Lord A vebury, October 

19th, 1905. 
This view of the statue is taken from the original clay mould. 





The Palace of the 
Duke of Norfolk. 

This represents the Palace with its courtyard, situated on the east side of 

Duke Street ; it co\·ered a large space of ground and extended so far as 

the river. 
In 1602 the old palace was demolished, and the new one built by 

Henry Howard, created Lord Howard of Castle Rising in 1669, subsequently 

-1672-Earl of Norwich, and Earl Marshal of England. On the death 

of his brother in 1677, he became the sixth Duke of Norfolk. He was 

the grandson of Thomas, the celebrated Earl of Arundel, whose collection 

of marbles and other treasures was presented by him, at the suggestion of 

John Evelyn, to the University of Oxford, and his grandfather's library, 

\vhich was valued at £Io,ooo, he gave to the Royal Society. Evelyn 

describes the magnificence of the Palace, its collection of choice jewels, rare 

cabinets, pictures, tapestries, and plate, the very drinking cups of gold, and 

even the fireirons of silver, and the almost regal state maintained by the 

Earl, which Evelyn mentions as surpassing the grandeur of any prince in 

Europe. Dr. Fuller tells us that it was the largest palace he had ever 

seen out of London. 

In September, 167 I, Charles I·I. and his Court were sumptuously 

entertained at this splendid mansion. It was on this occasion that the 

abilities of Sir Thomas Browne were appreciated, and his loyalty rewarded 

by the King conferring on him the honour of Knighthood. 

The property originally existed in the form of tenements, and belonged 

to Alan Percy, a priest, whose portrait is to be seen in the Guildhall 

Norwich. He was brother to the Earl of Northumberland, of whom the 

property was purchased by the Duke of Nor folk. The whole of this 

magnificent pile of buildings was demolished in 1708 by the grandson of 

Henry Howard who died in 1684. 

The sketch is taken from a rare print to be found in Mrs. Madder's 

"Handbook of Norwich," 1857. 
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