























viii PREFACE.

final shock from the same disease, which put an
end to his life, October 16th, 1725, in the sixty-
eighth year of his age. He was interred with his
ancestors in the choir of the parish church, close to
the column which separates the chancel from the
north transept, and has now lain a century without
any memorial from the piety of his friends or the

gratitude of his townsmen.”

When it was once proposed to erect a monument
to his memory, the following inscription was pre-
pared for it by the same writer who has done so
much justice to his memory in the life from whence

the above extract i1s made :

|5 e R
Rapurenus. Jou. F. Tuoressy, S. R. S.
Patriarum historiarum ac praesertim
hujus Municipii et Ecclesize,
quas felici solertia indagavit,
peritissimus :

Haec studia, vitae simplicis et innocuze oblectamina,
immensa adeo supellectile antiquitatum
accendit, fovitque,
ut nemo non magnis opibus auctus,
quee nostro vix mediocres contigerant,
Museo Thoresbeiano
Seu nummis veterum, seu rebus in quovis genere perraris,
aut par aut proximum quidquam
eo seeculo ostendisset.











































































At 20.] RALPH THORESBY. 17

one that has so many mercies daily bestowed upon
him. About noon we were encompassed with land,
which quitted me of my sickness. About six we
arrived at Rotterdam, having had a very prosperous
voyage, being but forty-eight hours exactly from
Hull to Rotterdam.

8. Most of this week walking about the city,
observing their customs, which at first seemed
mighty strange, differing so very much from my
own country’s ; not neglecting to look into a book for
the language, and being very intent upon it, may
perhaps say, without a bhoast, that I did not slip
much time (knowing that it might be but short and
was very chargeable in Holland) without observing
something or other ; and, if the praises of all the family
were not ex dentibus, made a considerable progress,
which I hope is not noted through pride or vain
glory, but somewhat to curb that extremity of ill-
conceit which my natural temper inclines me to
entertain of every thing I am concerned in, even to
the suppressing of endeavours, as impossible (for me)
to attain to eminency in any thing that is commen-
dable.

14. Die Dom. Mr. Maden preached twice at the
English Church, very well, showing there is mercy
in God for penitent sinners, to prevent despair, and
per contra, there is justice and severity in God to
revenge himself of every evil work. At night, I
could not but with sorrow observe one sinful cus-
tom of the place; it being customary for all sorts to
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26 DIARY OF [A.D. 1678.

sand, which we feared, upon the ebbing of the
water, would discover itself to our ruin; but there
was no other way but by faith to anchor our hopes
upon God. The ship was but crazy, and wanted
several (five or six) inches ballast, which they durst
not stay to take in, for fear of being frozen up. (I
am myself an eye-witness that if the night before
they had not hauled her up to the head, we had
been surrounded with a considerable thick ice, though
there was none to be seen the evening before); be-
sides, she was a very high-built vessel, all which
made against us. She was by the storm blown on
one side, so that innumerable boisterous waves did
literally pass over my head ; and thus, for about six-
teen hours, we lay in a full expectation of shipwreck,
which nothing but a miraculous deliverance from
God could free us from. The seamen, like Job’s
comforters, one following another with evident signs
of ruin, that we lay gasping as it were at the gates
of death a long and dark winter’s night, knowing
nothing but we were upon — Sand all the
while. The storm abated nothing all night, nor
most of the next day, and the dreadful darkness con-
tinued till almost noon. Next day, at noon, we
hoisted up sail, and saw land ; and, which infinitely
more affected me, the Ram in the Bush,—I mean a
delicate large ship, in this very tempestuous storm,
dashed in pieces upon that very sand, which we sup-
posed had been our death-bed, all the night. The
goods were floating upon the sea, two of the masts













30 DIARY OF [A.D. 1679.

July 11. Morning transcribing and epitomizing
the famous Lord Bacon’s life, &c. ; most of the day
busy with the hay : by a good Providence thereby
avoiding the Feast at Hunslet (whither I was invited
by Uncle Idle) which ended in great discontents,
troubles, and misunderstandings betwixt two bro-
thers, T. and M. I. The Lord reconcile them ! &c.

Aug. 4. Perusing Dubartas, translated by Syl-
vester.

5. The Lives of Walter and Robert Devereux,
Earls of Essex: both days very cloudy and rainy,
being the Apertio Portarum.

7. All day writing Memoirs of Sir Francis Wal-
singham, Sir Philip Sydney, Sir Francis Drake.

8. Of Sir Walter Raleigh; rest of day with Mr.
Illingworth, (late President of Emanuel College)*
who dined here, &ec.

9. Writing memoirs of Sir Thomas Overbury and
Camden.

vations.” Brearcliffe was an apothecary at Halifax, and made afew col-
lections for the history of the place, which were lost before 1710. He
died in 1682. Thoresby remembered this early friend when he pub-
lished the Wicaria, and speaks of him as “ that industrious and
(which is infinitely better) religious antiquary.” The spirit of just scep-
ticism and of critical enquiry, which has made its way into the study
of topographical antiquities, would have led this early antiquarian
and his zealous pupil to have rejected at once both the fables with
which they amused themselves. Mr. Watson has shown that there
is no reason to suppose that de Sacro Bosco had any connection with
Halifax : but it was reserved for a later and abler antiquary to de-
stroy the foundation of the story of the Virgin and the Holy Hair,
by bringing to light the true etymology of the name of Halifax.

* This was another of Thoresby’s acquaintance among the Non-
conforming Ministers. Wherever his name occurs in Thoresby’s
Papers, it is generally accompanied with the addition of ¢ late Pre-












34 DIARY OF [A.D. 1680.

designs rather to pluck us down than build us up.
3rd. The schisms, heresies, divisions amongst us
testify against us, and forego our ruin, as in Jeru-
salem before its desolation, in Germany before those
wars, and in France before the terrible massacres:
Rev. Moulin complaining that the ministers had
forsaken old truths, and affected new niceties in
religion. 4th. We have not been profited by the
judgments already inflicted upon us; the pestilence
that swept away thousands, and the destroying hand
of God in our own families have yet left us an im-
penitent people. How few have heard the voice of
the rod ! the generality, instead of repenting, impute
all to the fanatics, and then Christiani ad Leones,
fine and confine, raise, ruin, banish them. Lastly,
things seem at present to ripen towards utter con-
fusion, and hasten fast to the greatest day that ever
was foretold by the slaying of the two witnesses.

A. D. 1680.

Jan. 1. Mr. Sharp, from Jer. xxx, 7, showed what
reason we have to expect and therefore provide for
such a day as the Prophet speaks of: how many
present themselves as a new year’s gift to Satan by
their vain mirth and jollity upon this day, which
custom was derived from the Heathens, who then
sacrificed to their idol Janus: but we should labour
to present ourselves as a spotless sacrifice to God.

14. At court most of the forenoon about the poor
pensioners’ business, for whose advantage my dearest
















































50 DIARY OF [A.D. 1680.

the walls of Jerusalem. 2. Consider your near re-
lation to Jerusalem : all our private cases, like as the
several cabins in a ship, are interested in the Church’s
prosperity. Jerusalem’s cause is the cause of God,
and therefore it shall certainly prevail at last. Who
so hard-hearted as not to throw in some prayers to
the churches; who cannot bestow a benevolence of
tears, or levy a subsidy of sighs for Jerusalem’s sake?

19. Forenoon, with J. Robinson, about Northern
tenants, and writing to Captain Widdrington, Cousin
Dickenson, &c. After dinner, at Mr. Murfield’s with
young Mr. W.; and evening with other company
about some business, which, notwithstanding, was
put off till

20. At Widow D.’s, lent out some money ; after-
ward, with the said Londoner, and at Alderman
Sykes’; but alas! spent the whole day in visits, &c.

21. Afternoon, at Mr. Morris’s banquet, had some
learned company, the Vicar and two antiquaries,
that made the entertainment abundantly more ac-
ceptable.

24. Writing ut prius, and with my kind friend,
Mr. Henry Fairfax, having the honour to be sent
for by my Lord Fairfax and Squire Palmes, who ex-
pressed great kindness to me for my dear father’s
sake :—the Lord give me wisdom in all things.

27. About some business all day till four, and then
took horse with Uncle T. to York, and so to Stitnam
that night. Blessed be God for his preservation !
the waters being very great and dangerous.



































































































At. 23.] RALPH THORESBY. 83

30. At Mr. W.s, about a collection for ditto
Mr. W.; writing to the North; then at the funeral
of worthy Mr. Hickson, but not able to refrain from
tears. Lord, make me serviceable in my station,
that I may live beloved, and die lamented, as my
dearest father did, whose example Lord help me to
imitate !

May 1. Die Dom. Mr. Sharp made an excellent
practical sermon, upon account of Mr. Robert Hick-
son’s funeral, from Kccles. xii. 5.

11. Up at four, writing till near ten, then at Mill-
hill. Mr. Sharp, from Hos. vi. 1, showed the happy
estate of those that return unto the Lord. After-
noon, with aunt, &c., but spent too much time idly
in seeing the activity of a rope-dancer, and though
many things were admirably done, yet too much
time lost.

12. All day writing memoirs of worthy persons,
eminent in their generation, about the year 1500,
collected chiefly from Fuller’s Worthies and Church
History, Goodwin, Isaacson, Speed, &c. Sent for to
cousin Idle about five; with him till near eleven
o’clock.

13. Not up till after five; writing all the day
ditto collections, and some worthy martyrs, that
suffered not only the mark of Christ in their bodies,
but those bodies to be burnt in the fire, rather than
yield to that accursed religion, which is established
in blood. Lord keep it from ever setting foot again
in these nations, for Christ’s sake !
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At. 23.] RALPH THORESBY. 89

some miles ; till, at last, we arrived safely at Hope,
a pretty country-town, seated upon the river Now,
in a valley, and thence to Castleton, at the foot of
the Peak, properly so called, as the learned Camden
observes ; Peakland, from its peaking up into such
high mountains. Upon the top of the hill is an
ancient ruin, (whence the town, I suppose, had its
denomination,) called the Castle in the Peak, in
Latin de Alto Pecco, formerly belonging to the Pe-
verels, and which, together with a manor and an
honour King Edward the Third gave unto his son
John Duke of Lancaster, in lieu of the Earldom
of Richmond, which he surrendered into the King’s
hands. Under which there is a most prodigious
cave within the ground, which, for the vast largeness
of it, is esteemed one of the wonders of England;
and, indeed, God, who is truly Owuporoveyos, the
only worker of wonders, has more manifested his
might in this than in any other county in England,
such the heaps of wonders therein. Of a marvel-
lous capacity is the mouth of this Cave, wherein are
five cottages, whence, furnished with candles, we
descended lower and lower, till we were forced to
creep upon our hands and feet till we came at
another large place, called the Belfrey ; then lower
again to a water, which was then so high that it al-
most touched the lowering rock, that we could not
possibly get farther, else, beyond this, they say is a
narrower and then more spacious place, to a se-
cond water ; and after a third interval a third river,












































































































B, 24.] RALPH THORESBY. 125

duced by Madam Dawkrey to see my collection of
rarities and coins, which with reluctance I resisted,
because of the unseasonableness, with proffer of
service to-morrow, whereby I avoided the outward
breach of the command. But, alas! my vain
thoughts, like tinder, are easily enflamed, and any
good motion like a spark quickly extinguished.

4. Morning abroad inquisitive after public concerns.
Forenoon advising with Mr. B. D.; after till near three
with Mr. E. H. expecting but disappcinted of his
company at G’s., where several were consulting about
our public liberties now in much hazard.

5. Morning at old Mr. Boyse’s writing London
letters, and advising with Mr. Sharp ; showed the
order of Court for suppressing conventicles, which
with other circumstances (the officers having sur-
prised Brook and got the key of the chapel) pre-
vented our public assembly, but through mercy en-
joyed in private an excellent sermon, from Hos. vi. 1.
Doctrine, that God’s people in afflictions may pro-
mise themselves mercy upon their returning to him.
Showing that mercy is not absolutely ready for them
but only upon their renewed repentance; the stress is
not to be laid upon our first repentance before afflic-
tions, but upon that renewed under them. Old
repentance will not serve for new guilt. Added a
word of caution that temporal deliverances could not
be expected at the very juncture of repentance like
spiritual pardon might, but in God’s due time,
which is best: then came to the grounds upon which




































Et. 25.] RALPH THORESBY. 137

ley, the seat of the ancient family of the Inglebys,
whereof Sir William died this day at his prayers,
(as informed by worthy Mr. Kirshaw, the minister,)
of an impostume, having been twice at church the
day before, and repeated sermon at night. We de-
signed to have reached Massam, but being benight-
ed, got well, though in the dark, to Fountains.

7. Husbanded not the morning so well as might
be; rid by, {(and through mistake almost round,) the
famous Abbey of Fountains, built by Thurstan,
Archbishop of York ; formerly a stately Abbey, as
appears by the very ruins, now full of trees, within
the very body of it; and a stately modern hall, with
Benedicite Fontes, Domine inscribed upon the portal.
Thence we rid to Ripon, which boasts of a stately
Cathedral Church, wherein is St. Winifred’s needle
and some tombs; thence by Stavely, where Justice
Stavely, a great traveller, has a pretty seat, to Tan-
field, which has a pretty tower, belonging to the
Earl of Elgin, and a church, with monuments of the
ancient family of the Fitz Hughs, and a Free-School,
built and endowed by the Lady Diana Cecil, (of the
Earl of Exeter’s family,) first married to the Earl of
Oxford, and then to the Earl of Aylesbury, to whose
son she married her niece ; and, having no children
of her own, left them a great estate, and built there
a Free School, which she endowed with 251. per
annum, as I was informed by Mr. Hutchinson, the
master and hired minister. Thence by Wells, a










































ZEt. 25.) RALPH THORESBY. 151

cannot yet be informed for whom. The town is
nothing so famous or populous as I presume it has
formerly been ; only the Merchants’-row, St. Mary's
Church, and a house of the Wharton’s, are most
observable. Thence we came by Bishops Burton,
(where Mr. Gee and Mr. Hoedshon have each a
pretty seat,) to Weeton-on-the-Wolds, a market and
church town ; and thence by . . . . to York.

Dec. 26. At four o'clock rode with Mr. R. Bevot
to Pontefract.

27. Forenoon spent with relations; afternoon
mostly with Dr. Johnston, viewing his curious col-
lection of rarities, which for some parts cannot be
paralleled, and admiring his indefatigable industry in
the multitude of his manuscript volumes in folio.

A.D. 1683.

Jan. 11. Morning, as once before, much disor-
dered about the imprudent carriage of . . ., which,
good Lord reform, which made my journey with
sister to Helaugh more uncowmfortable, though the
extremity of the weather was enough to make it
unpleasant ; but, blessed be God, we got well thither,
though Mr. C. Morris,* whom we overtook upon
the road, by a sudden and dangerous fall with his
horse, had like to have been killed.

12. All forenoon employed with Mr. Guntert in

* Castilion Morris, town-clerk of Leeds, son of Colonel John
Morris, famous for his surprise of Pontefract Castle.

t John Gunter, L.L.B. ejected at Bedal, 1662. He acted as stew-
ard to Philip Lord Wharten, residing on his estates at Helaugh, in
the Ainstie. He died in 1688, and was buried in the vault of the






































































































184 DIARY OF [A.D. 1686.

that neighbourhood, each 10l. per annum to pious
uses.

The next night we lodged at uncle Storr’s, at
Chesterfield, where, as at Rotherham, I took an
account of the benefactors, of whom the Foljambes
have been chief here. The next morning, I left my
relations, and rode through many country towns in
Scarsdale, (which gives the title of an earldom to
the family of Leke,) to Derby ; where, at All-hal-
lows, I transcribed the epitaph of the celebrated me-
morable Countess of Shrewsbury, who built the two
great houses at Chatsworth and Hardwick, of which
I had a distant prospect on the road; and returned
at night to Chesterfield.

The next day we returned to cousin Rodes’s ;
only calling to visit Dr. Eaton at Darfield, and Squire
Wombwell of Wombwell, in whose ancient house one
of the kings, during the Heptarchy, is said to have
been imprisoned.

Yet could not all this so far divert me, but that
upon the annual return of the day of my dearest fa-
ther’s death, I was,as usual, overwhelmed with sorrow;
but got my cousin, Richard Idle, (then part of my
family) to read the sermon preached upon the mourn-
ful occasion. I was troubled also to consider how
many years I have spent, and how few I have lved.
The resolutions taken then how to spend my time
for the future are registered in my Diary upon New-
Year’s-day 1686-7; but upon review, I am apt to think
them such as are not easy to be kept strictly by one

















































































210 DIARY OF [A.D.1691.

parson W.s and Mr. A. of G.s company till near
noon.

September 2. Morning at worthy Mr. Sharp’s,
with whom, and Mr. Whitaker, and Mr. S. Ib. rode
to Wakefield ; heard the lecture sermon; Mr. Hey-
wood preached well, and suitably to the Convention
from Zach. xiv. 9, “ In that day there shall be one
Lord, and his name one.” Afterwards, that good man
(itinerant preacher, or apostle of these parts) read
each of the Heads of the Agreement of the United
Ministers in and about London. Most were unani-
mously assented unto by the brethren of both per-
suasions ; others modestly discussed and explained ;
and, which I rejoiced to observe, without the least
passionate expression. The truly Rev. Mr. Frank-
land and Mr. Sharp in their arguments showed abun-
dance of learning as well as piety, and were unan-
swered, even in what was not readily assented to
by some juniors about synods and re-ordination;
had the pleasing society of many excellent ministers
from all parts of the West Riding.* I afterwards
performed a visit to our Recorder, Mr. Whyte ; was
acceptably entertained with the sight of some rare
pieces in Saxon and Gothic; took some notes as to
Leeds, &c. was much pleased with many of his

* This was the first of a series of periodical meetings of the Pres-
byterian ministers of the West Riding, in which, for a time, some-
thing of the appearance of Presbyterian discipline was maintained.
In the manuscript remains of Mr. Heywood is a very particular ac=
count of what was done in this Assembly: where are also briefer
notices of what was done at nine subsequent meetings.















214 DIARY OF [A.D. 1691.

of him in peace.” Evening, not so strictly employed,
being engaged in a visit at Mr. Thornton’s.

12. Morning, took leave of Mr.S. Ibbetson’s son 3
the Lord send him a prosperous voyage ! &c. After-
wards, rode per Beverley, (where transcribed monu-
ment) to Weeton upon the Wolds (Deirwald), where
lodged.

13. Morning, rode thence to York, where at the
Minster, enquiring for the Lady’s Chapel (now
ruinated) where Archbishop Thoresby was interred :
was acquainted by Dr. James, Master of Queen’s
College, Cambridge, that in Sir Thomas Hardress’s
family in Kent, they still gratefully retain the name
in memory of this family, and there is yet living
Mr. Thoresby Hardress, (vide monument in Hack-
ney). - After, rode with ditto to Tadcaster, and
thence to Ledsham.

20. Morning, read Hall on Ruth; then abroad
about business, om gelt te ontfangen, &c. Afternoon,
at the funeral of Dr. Neal, an aged, eminent, and
very able physician of this town. After, at the
mill, seeing them now first make oil there; then
with father Sykes and Mr. 8. Ih. Read only Hall.

28. At mill, fretting at reiterated disappointments.
There most of day.

Nov. 2. Morning, read Hall; then hasted to
Sheepscar.  Afternoon, had a kind visit from Mr.
Sharp; then, at the request of the Mayor, Vicar,
&ec. consulting about setting up a linen manufactory
to employ the poor, &c.
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